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Only Show Biz in Madrid—Two 


4 


Soviet Pic Houses and a Reeler 


——__——_ + 


Madrid, Jan. 1. 
Madrid is theatrically and 
matically dead. Five months of civil 


cine- 


war finds the Spanish capital without 


any legit houses open and only three 
grinds operating. 

Capitol (Metro house) 
Monumental have been taken over 
by the ministry of public instruction 
for propaganda purposes. 


and the 


Soviet pix 





- Romance on the Campus 


inane City, Jan. 12. 

It tock a college to think up this 
cash-in on the Edward VIII-Simp- 
son publicity. 

Students at William Jewell college, 
Liberty, Mo., have organized a 
sorority and a fraternity and tagged 
them ‘Simpsonian’ and ‘Edwardian.’ 
{But not to stray too far from the 
have sub-titled them 











‘COAST'S SOCIAL 
ROUTINE GETS EM 


New York Agencies Alarmed 
by Personal Behavior of 
Those Sent to Film Colony 
to Produce Commercials 


DIZZY PACE 











40-Seat Theatre 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 

Forty-seat Kilbuck theatre on 
Northside, perhaps the smallest play- 
house in the world, will try out a 
new play here next week, opening 
Monday (18), It’s ‘Jack and Jill,’ by 
Henry William Pedicord, theological 
student at Princeton. 

Piece was being directed by Rob- 
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Gert Lawrence in New Golden Play; 
Has Month's Layoff for Coronation 


One of *1e most unusual contracts 
for a legit engagement has been en- 
tered into between John Golden and 


| Gertrude Lawrence, who is currently 


tional, 


appearing in ‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Na- 
N. Y. Miss Lawrence will be 
starred in the new Rachel Crothers 
play, ‘Susan and God,’ but the agree- 
ment provides for an interval of one 
month, during which Miss Lawrence 
will attend the coronation of King 
George. 


New York, N. Y., by Variety, Ine Annual subscription $6 Single copies, 15 cents . ra 
Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York ms = under the act of March ) ii 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 5 
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: 7 | college flavor . : ert Alan Green, operator of the Kil- ‘Susan’ will go on immediately 

are being shown. Both houses are | ajpha Alpha Alpha and Omega What has become a gag around the buck, but he’s been seriously ailing | after the ‘8:30’ engagement, which 
open in the afternoon only; because |Omega Omega. Gals chose Alpha to| New York ad agencies is the be-| for a week and has been replaced | is booked for one more month. 
the residents are prohibited from | indicate they were first choice IN|} yjor of various staff producers who | on the job by Madeleine Skelly Foust,| Noel Coward and John C. Wilson ' 
being on the streets after 10 p.m. | hearts of the men. Boys took Omega i ieee ta a playwright and dean of the Du-! are toying with the idea of ex- 
Third grind is Actualidades, a news- | to indicate that their current co-ed | Have been sent to ri ~ wo ona quesne University drama_ school. | tending the date another four weeks. 
reeler. fave is their last. dle radio programs from that end. Kay Harmon and Leonard Talenfeld| Miss Lawrence’s. contract with 

All other spectacles have been They are on the spot but afew weeks | have the title roles. |Golden is elastic, providing for 
banned. Night clubs, concerts, eitc., | when they turn supervisors and en- |starting of rehearsals according to 
are things of the past. mate Sant cad mn at $50 ional ithe final decision on the length of 

Madrid has been under siege for oney m argo ag ema fewer. ‘. et hove, a |date for. the Coward playlets. At ' 
about two months and the war hasn't | a Go P- ee wake ns -_  hathette Ivan ays lthis moment, however, Golden is af 
left much time for entertainment. | owowe Se oF “ie rege A seeking a lecding man for ‘Susan.’ it 


Due to danger and difficulties of 


getting interesting pix, all newsreel | 
men have left except Ismael Pala- | 
‘ cios, a Fox-Movietone stringer. 
liam Clothier of Paramount quit in | 


a hurry after being tossed into jail 
for shooting an air raid which was 
followed up by certain elements 
seeking him out. He took refuge in 
the American Embassy and left when 
the Embassy scrammed to Valencia. 

Barcelona and Valencia still have 








Wil- | 


Creates Several 
Foreign Homes 





Acquisition of homes and other 
|property in foreign countries seems 
to be only remaining out for stars 








social, spending the days playing golf 
or around some resident’s swimming | 
pool. 

Eastern agency heads quickly sense 
the cause of the raxity as reflected in 
program and sound off with a series 
of sizzling wires and letters. It takes 
others quite a while to get privy, 
with the situation being largely re- 
sponsible for the Coast visits made 
by top agency officials. In one in- 
stance an agency official himself 











In Every Italian 


Theatre Jan. 27 


Rome, Jan. 1, 
Luigi Pirandello will be given a 











Miss Lawrence is receiving 10% of 
the gross for co-starring with Co- 
ward and has not drawn less than 
$2,400 weekly since the show opened 
in New York. Plans for ‘Susan’ call 
for the show touring through the 
spring. Not dated for Broadway un- 
| til next fall. English star’s contract 
i covers next season. 


STRIP CALLED 








theatres and night clubs, but pic | working nak al ie easily succumbed to the lure and an- 4 
’ g on percentage basis. og : . 
and legit biz in Spain generally looks| Profit - sharing deals, always| ther official had to be sent out to commemorating service by the | 
ier 7 e" ee . etre sack his associat {talian Academy on Jan. 27. On the I 
as if it will remain buried for a frowned upon by studios, are prov-| Jack Up his associate, : 4 ee (f 
, - . vo veg Mlle . History Repeats same day all theatres in Italy wili| ¢ 9 9 : 
long time to come. b g t { I fter story p . : j 
ing boomerang to stars who, & , devote their programs to Pirandello . 
| great effurt, succeeded in getting Persons familiar with the history | *~ P g . = h 
‘be 5 oe = Pee “Bi adverticing | Plays. In this way the whole Italian ; 
them. Grace Moore, Mae West, Marx |°f Hollywood see the advertising | theatrical ld lh Italy’ ; 
Bros., and others cut in on take, now | agency lads repeating on a smaller | (10 0008) or Boy — 
find that their share of money can-| scale the behavior of some of the | pes a oli ; 
” a not be brought out of several coun-| Wall Street bankers who went out | Meanwhile attempts are being : 
< (Continued.on page 61) | made to find some way of completing | ( 
| tries. ars | Pirandello’s last play ‘I giganti della ae 
| Germany and Italy have complete | montagna’ (The Giants of the 
oJ oAle ee a reece nga France 9 Mountain’), which was to have been ; 
wine! rn baer a om ete ya put on at the May festivities in Flor- Baltimore, Jan. 12. . 
eS Se ae ence. Author left only very sketchy Hon Nickel, operator of the Gay- 
sult is that stars are finding it neces- tes he third t that tl / s r ; 
ae ae lnteaas h it’s _notes on the third act, so that the ety, local spoke in the Indie burlesk 
sary wo imvest money were is | problem of completing the play is wheel, is seeking to eliminate th \" 
taken. Grace Moore, for one, has fi we ne So eliminate ° 1 
yee . : i Mast |an extremely difficult one. word ‘strip’ from public parlance. ; 
hit on plan of building a home in | Pirandello’s last complete bit of shc eg : 
a ll epee otee” & _4as . ywman has been trying to build 
jen pete wae Cag ing ahi Diy tee 6 | work was whipping into film shape some femme patronage for his house, j 
President Juste of the Argentine funds ic” dn 7 4 on ge jhis first click play: ‘Il fu Mattia and believes ‘strip’ is vulgar expres- 
i. . 2s rcentag mal. * ourse,’ she | Daanat?. «4 ' aacint? - , , ’ 4 
is planning a visit to the U. S. some 6 eon 7 bass t 4 ‘ ~ . 2 4 Pasc al (He Was Pascal ). Not only | sion to large slice of prospective cus- ~ 
time around the end of March. He penalties may not get enougn In| Rockefeller operating company | did Pirandello assist in directing the tomers. Word has been expunged 
will tote along hi Cf , ores of U'chicken coop. to build 8) shortly will inaugurat a roof top | film, but he also adapted it. Three from programs and al! billing around 
+ pug ‘ ng his own radio expel ood-sized chicken coop. tour, making the third Radio City |days after the picture was finished | the theatre, and the word ‘flash’ sub- ' 
9 assist in broadcasts that look sure ee ae ee itinerary open to public. The other Pirandello died. stituted. Nickel last week even got Fie 
~~ eventuate. Gus Edwards’ ‘School two are the studio tour and general pain Saag the Eve. Sun reviewer of show to fs 
Max Koelble, chief engineer of building tour. New jaunt will be the witch to ‘flash’ in his copy. 
Radio Belgrano, Buenos Aires, is the Days on the Air’ Show highest building tour in world, visits MUSICIAN OVERBOARD; However—‘strip’ or ‘flash’—it’s still 
idioite selected to accompany the Hollywood, Jan, 12. to roofs of various Radio City build- the same old act the giris aie putting 
S. A. chief exec north. He will han-| Gus Edwards is framing ‘School | /9€S taking guests up more than 149 AN ALCATRAZ MYSTERY on at the Gayety. ' 
lie all radio negotiations, etc. iu ‘Cin. ‘the Air ‘ 2 KFWB pro- floors on each route. oS ae ee ; 
That messages to Latin Americans | or, Pate sn Magy Idea.of tour is to inspect variously 
caial age ‘ gram. First show goes out latter ; 
resident in the U. S. A. and talks part of the month-and will unveil flower-planted roofs, including the San Franciseo. Jan. 12. SPELLING BEE Va, AN ACT 
' la President Roosevelt's airings new $50,000 theatre-studio on the | G@™den of Nations, which is potted Walter Barney, local musician Fairmount, W. Va., Jan. 12. ie 
‘rom B. A. during the Peace Confer- Warner Sunset lot. on the roof of a smaller building in| was treated at the Emergency Hospi- Interest in a McGuffey memorial q 
nee, are expected. Growing interest Edwards took over Forum theatre | the RCA group. This is only 11) tal here last week for submersion for creator of the McGuffey Reader, ey 
‘ American radio in S. A., particu- this week for auditions and is using | #00rs up, while the hike to the top| and a lacerated scalp after he sup- 8"ade school textbook, has given o 
larly the Argentine, is regarded as graduating talent from schools and of the RCA building is 70 floors posedly fell off a dock at Alcatraz birth to a freak theatre angle of a i 
rompting the move. NBC will | colleges for his air act. Initialer will Roofs of the International, RCA | Island. pelling bee contest to be held in a mI 
~ »bably use its short wave facilities! be in the nature of a reunion of | and Centre Theatre buildings are to In view of the extreme difficulty local house, 4 
"e Bound Brook, N. J., where daily | Edwards discoveries with group in- | Set garden plots and planting simi-| in securing admission to the island, Plan is to get 10 or 12 champ spell- $ 
* vadcasts to S. A. are now estab- cluding Eddie Cantor, George Jes-|lar to the Garden af Nations. Be-| speculation is rife here as to what ers from northwestern districts and * 
i 7 d. CBS is also planning to have | sel, Bert Wheeler, Groucho Marx, | sides, the itinerary may inc'ude visits | the band was doing at the Federal! age the contest to raise funds 4 
i ee d rectional broadcast in Sid Silvers and Armida rounding out | to the top of the RKO, British and _prison, Prison officials refuse to Spelling bees also being populare * 
“peration by mid-February. the program. =_ Italian buildings. | make any statement, ized via radio commercials. ‘€ 
‘ Fe ’ dan : aera to ‘ 
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(F= a - nn gaan 
ee ae 








ee 


ve 
bi 


peg re Retin ns 





— sien. 





ene 





= 








Tete SS 





+= wee, 


> 
EES 








original story. 


3 _VARIE TY 


PECTURES 


Wednesday, January 13, 1937 - 




















Those H'wood Retinues ws Will Prove 
Costly in S in Social Security Crack- Down 


Hollywood, Jan. 12 

Any producer, writer, director, ac- 
tor or executive in pictures who 
employs a secretary, chauffeur or 
any other help, outside of the ex- 
empted list, though they may be 
under salary to a corporation, must 
register them with the Federal So- 
cial Security Board in order to pro- 
vide old age pensions, according to 
an analysis made here. 

Employers of these part-time 
workers must deduct the amount of 
the tax from the employe and pay 
the employes share to the govern- 
ment. Employers likewise pay a simi- 
lar amount. 

These deductions must be made as 
of Jan. 1 this year and call for 1% 
of the salary of the employe up to 
$3,000 for the year. Next year the 
toll jumps %% and each year in- 
creases by the same amount until 
it reaches 3% in 1941. 

In California, an employer having 
less than eight persons does not have 
to register under the state unemploy- 
ment act. He therefore, only has to 
provide for his workers under the 
national act. 

Only exemptions allowed under 
the U. S. act are for wages earned 
by domestic servants, agricultural 
workers, casual workers not used 
in their business, government em- 
ployes, employes of charitable or re- 
ligious institutions and crews of doc- 
umental vessels. 


Plural Deductions Made 


Another important phase of the 
SSA is where people earn $3,000 
from one employer and go to other 
employers and earn similar amounts, 
each employe must make the 1% 
deduction for the tax. This means 
that should an actor, director or 
writer work at eight studios and 
collect up to $3,000 from each during 
the year he would be taxed up to 
this amount, while, were he working 
at one studio only the tax would be 
on the first $3,000 only. 

There are other phases of the act 
which as yet have not been in- 
terpreted as to responsibility for pay- 
ment such as loanout of personnel 
from one picture company to an- 
other, where an amount is obtained 
over the contract price of the person 
loaned, with the employer splitting 
the profit on the person loaned, or 
where one company loans an em- 
ploye at cost to another. 


DeMille Scouting 
Around First Before 
Shooting ‘Buccaneer’ 


Hollywood, Jan. -12. 

Originally announced for this 
month; Cecil B. De Mille’s research 
expedition in connection with his 
next, ‘The Buccaneer,’ will take 
place some time in March. 

Trip will be devoted mainly to 
research, for acquainting De Mille 
with country inhabited by Jean La- 
fitte, famous corsair who is main 
character of plot. Accompanying De 
Mille will be his habitual scenarist, 
Jeanie Macpherson, his technical as- 
sistant William Pine, his publicity 
man William Hek@t, and Dewey 
Wrigley with a camera crew. Back- 
ground shots will be picked up, with 
film slated to go very shortly after 
De Mille’s return. 

De Mille intends to spend month 
in Louisiana, which would start 
cameras grinding late in April. No 
cast announcements have yet been 
made. 


Pix After Helen Jepson 


Both Grand National and Sam 
Goidwyn are dickering for Helen 
Jepson’s services in a forthcoming 
picture. Latter’s deal may include 
main high-C assignment in his forth- 
coming ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ 

No contract signed as yet. Evans 
& Salter of Columbia Concerts is 
handling. 


Mansfield’s ‘Meet’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Duncan Mansfield is directing ‘Two 
Shall Meet.’ B. F. Zeidman produc- 
tion for Grand National release. Eric 
Linden and Cecelia Parker, on loan 
from Metro, have leads. Zeidman 
also borrowed Patsy O’Connor, kid 
player, from Columbia. 

Karl Brown and Hinton Smith 
adapted the screen play from an 
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SAG’s Shift on Acad 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Screen Actors’ Guild has no ob- 
jection to members attending the 
awards banquet of the Academy pro- 
viding the Acad continues to keep its 
hands off producer-actor relations. 
In announcing the change of hear 
from last year’s attitude, Guild house 
organ points out that last year’s edict 
against member attendance was 
unanimously respected. 








Film Fans in Canada 


Evidence How They 
Think About Ex-King 


Calgary, Alta., Canada, Jan. 12. 

Film fans of this city have not yet 
taken the change of British rulers 
kindly to heart, as attested by half 
of the audience leaving while ‘God 
Save the King’ is being played at 
close of performance. This’ is un- 
usual here. When picture of former 
monarchs flashed on the screen to 
the strains of the national anthem, 
all stood respectfully at attention 
until the last bar was played. 

The E. P. Ranch, owned by ex- 
King Edward VIII, lies within 60 
miles of Calgary. Newsreel shots 
showing the ex-monarch bring rous- 
ing applause whenever shown here. 
The audiences invariably rise to 
their feet, also. 


GOLDWYN GETTING 











Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Director William Wyler is New 
York bound to ogle play, ‘Dead End,’ 
which he will direct for Samuel 
Goldwyn. He will also test stage 
players for roles in the film during 
his one-month visit. 

Film has been skedded to go under 
the tape March 1, 


Republic’s ‘Hit Parade’ 
With Radio Cavalcade 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Republic is shooting the works on 
its forthcoming musical, ‘The Hit 
Parade.’ 

Already set for the film are Andre 
Kostelanetz, Kay Thompson, Duke 
Ellington and band, Al Pearce and 
His Gang, Molasses and January, Tic 
Toc Girls and Ranny Weeks, recently 
returned from eastern radio appear- 
ances, 


Republic’s Loanout 


Toppers for ‘Adam’ 
Hollywood, Jan, 12. 

Three loanouts, Patricia Ellis and 

Lyle Talbot from Warners, and Nat 











Pendleton from Metro, draw the 
leads in Republic’s ‘Ever Since 
Adam.’ 


William Nigh directs under Victor 
Zobel supervision, 


‘DEAD END’ SET T0 GO 











KEN MURRAY and OSWALD 
Boston Traveler, Jan. 2, said: 
‘‘Mama That Man’s Here Again’ 


‘ooOH Yeah-h-h!’ This familiar 
radio signature introduced Ken 
Murray .and Oswald on the stage 
of the RKO Boston yesterday. The 
glib Mr. Murray and his absent-! 
minded drawling partner Oswald 
provided hilarious entertainment 
with the same comical drolleries 
which marked their very success- 


ful radio program.’ 





Martin Johnsons 











Marches Back to Coast, 
May Do Joint B’way Play 


Fredric March and Florence El- 
dridge (Mrs. March) are winding up 
their eastern vacation with a brief 
stay at the Fulton Ourslers (Grace 
Perkins) house at West Falmouth, 
Cape Cod, and return to the Coast 
next week. Marches are planning to 
return in the fall for a joint legit 
engagement. Gilbert Miller cur- 
rently is looking for a suitable play 
for them. 

It will be their first joint engage- 
ment on Broadway, although having 
previously appeared together’ in 
stock. 


Anna May Wong, Born 
In Filmdom, Quitting 
U. S. for China Home 


Los Angeles, Jan. 12. 
Anna May Wong, Chinese actress, 
born and educated in the shadows of 
Hollywood, is planning to auction off 
her entire American wardrobe and 








Among 13 in Plan 


Crash Near H wood 


Hollywood, Jan. 12, 
Western airplane bringing Martin 
Johnson and wife here from east 
crashed shortly before noon at New- 
hall Pass, about 30 miles from Los 
Angeles. Details vague as relief 
party now on way to plane. 


One of the passengers in the plane 
who made his way to the sheriff's 
office at Newhall reported both 
Johnson and his wife unconscious, 
but did not know whether they or 
other passengers were dead. 


effects so that she may return to the 
| Orient permanently. She plans to 
work in Chinese pictures. 

| Actress recently returned from a 
10-month hegira to China, her first | 
visit to her dh acioestadl boskaenaee 


NAVY NIXES FILM CHIZ 
ON ORIENT CLIPPERS 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Scheme to chisel films to entertain 
trans-Pacific air passengers was 
spiked last week by the Navy. 

Propositioned to permit their films 
en route to Manila to be shown at 
Midway and Wake, where Pan- 
American Airways has hotels, the 
admirals were on the verge of do- 
ing a favor for their friends when 
it occurred to them to read their 





Plane, shortly before being due 
here at 10:30 this morning, wire- | 
lessed that one motor was bad. Be- 


sides the crew of three, plane had 
10 passengers in all. 


GIBSON LOSES OUT 
IN SUIT VS. FUTTER, 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

In a decision of the superior court 
Jan. 11, Hoot Gibson is held to his 
contract with Walter Futter. Claim 
for damages of $7,000 without further 
picture work for Futter was disal- 
lowed in the ruling. 

Actor sued Futter for the 7 G’s, 
charging two films for which he was 
to receive $3,500 each, after complet- 
ing eight, were not produced. 

Court ruled that time element was 
not specified and committed Gibson 
to Futter for two more pictures. 











Legits Have Taken Center Theatre, 
Radio City, Completely Out of Red 





Center, Radio City, N. Y., which 
returned to legit this season, is out 
of the operating red incurred last 
season when pictures were again at- 
tempted as the house policy. House 
dropped $90,000 during the interlude 
with films, but has already earned 
that back from its share of the re- 
ceipts of ‘White Horse Inn,’ now in 
its 16th week in the smaller of the 
two Rockefeller group theatres. 

Understood that the Center, did 
very well with its first legiter, “The 
Great Waltz,’ but the cost of interior 
changes was too great. ‘Inn’ cost 
$290,000 to produce. Some of that 
coin went for changes too, but the 
cost was virtually nil so far as the 
house is concerned. Contact for ‘Inn’ 
is said to favor the theatre and the 
larger the receipts the higher the 
house percentage. 

There will be $100,000 spent on 





publicizing Rockefeller Center, of 
which the Center theatre is part. “~ 





the merchants in Kockefeller Plaza 
were asked to a meeting early this 
week to make suggestions and ideas 
as to what directions the publicity 
shall be directed. They will not par- 
ticipate in the cost, however. There 
are some class shops in the Plaza, 
but as the enormous undertaking 
started operating during the de- 
pression, the management could not 
draw the lines as tightly as it would 
have liked and some of the other 
stores are not so classy. Same 
amount of money is to be spent an- 


| picture contracts. Immediately the 
Navy clamped down, telling P.A.A. 
| there were no dice. 

Result: airline will have to shell 
out if its customers are to have 
screen diversion while stopping over 
for the night on the way to the 
Orient. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil Agnew. 

Edward Arnold. 

John Boles. 

Al Christie. 

Mauric2 Conn. 

Oliver H. P. Garrett. 
John C. Graham. 
Fernand Gravet. 

Jane Renouardt-Gravet. 
Jack Haskell. 

Jack Hasty. 

John W. Hicks, Jr. 
Mathilda Kass. 
Beatrice Kaufman. 
W. B. Lewis. 

A. H> Lieberman. 
Hope Manning. 

Sam Marx. 

Alice D. G. Miller. 
Harry Moses. 

Stephen Pallos. 
Arthur Schwartz. 
Don Shaw. 

Viola Brothers Shore: 
Gene Towne. 

Frank C. Walker. 
William Wyler. 


v 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Gracie Allen. 
Frances Arms. 
Irving Berlin. 
Milton Biow. 
George Burns. 
Ned E. Depinet. 
Luli Deste. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Mrs. Charles Freeman. 
Moss Hart. 

Joe Helbock. 








nually for the same purpose. 

One stunt figured originally as 
only for publicity value—-the open 
air ice rink in the sunken eaten | 
has caught on rapidly, however, 
drawing crowds at $1 for skating, | 
and many onlookers lining the pave- 
ments. Claimed that the rink has | 
upped the bar and food business of 
the several restaurants below the 
. “ag much as 1,000%. 





wee 


3 


Abe Lastfogel. 
Jules Levy. 
Tony Martin. 
Mistinguett. 
Jack Pegler. 
Tyrone Power. 
Leo Robin. 
Mme. Francis Salabert 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Lionel Stander. 
Sophie Tucker. 


(Col. Can't Can't Release Take It’ Till Spring 
Of '38, 2006 Buy; Other Fancy Figures 


+ 


Film rights to ‘You Can't Take It 
With You,’ Broadway's reigning 
comedy at the Booth, secured by 
Columbia Pictures, purchase price 
announced at $200,000. It is the 
largest price ever paid for 


a play 
by Columbia and one of the largest 
rights sale in years. However, re.« 
cently the Warners deal for the 


rights of ‘Tovarich’ was given a fan- 
tastic figure, doubling that of ‘Can't 
Take It,’ but two other plays and the 
backing for them were involved. 
Release date agreed on for ‘Can't 
Take It’ is the spring of 1938. Co- 
lumbia probably stepped out to in- 
sure a script for Frank Capra, it 
having a story to his liking. Under 
the new dramatists’ contract the 
authors, Moss Hart and George S. 
Kaufman, will split $120,000 (60% of 
the total) while Sam H. Harris’ man- 
agerial end will be _ $80, 000. 
‘Broadway’ still’ stands as the 
|topper for picture rights which 
brought $235,000 for the silent and 
talker 





rights. In recent seasons 
other shows which brought heavy 
bw coin included ‘Dead End’ and 
‘Dodsworth’ both rated at $165,000; 
‘Stage Door’ $130,000; ‘Idiot’s De- 
light,” $125,000; ‘The Good Earth,’ 
| $125,000; ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ $100,000; 
| ‘The First Lady,’ $120,000; ‘Anything 


Goes,’ $100,000. Among rights from 
| books ‘Gone With the Wind’ is tops 
among recent sales, $52,000 being 
agreed on from the galley praofs. 
Even higher financial returns in 


at least two instances went to au- 
thors of plays done as silents before 
the introduction of sound. Thomas 
Dixon is said to have received $1.- 
250,000 as his 25% share of gross 
profits from “The Clansman,’ which 
D. W. Griffith produced under the 
title, “The Birth of a Nation.’ It is 
related that when original negotia- 
tions were instituted Dixon was of- 
fered the choice between an outright 
purchase price of $25,000, or a share 
in profits. He chose the latter, with- 
out any guarantee. 

When Metro produced ‘Ben 
the dramatic rights were 
originally against the gross film 
rental on a 50-50 basis. Subsequent- 
ly A. L. Erlanger, who owned the 
stage rights in association with 
Robert Goelet and the estate of Gen- 
eral Lew Wallace, modified the terms 
of percentage on account of the large 
negative cost. The Erlanger group 
is said to have received more than 
$1,000,000 from the film’s earnings. 


Hur’ 
figured 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Paramount first tried to get ‘You 
‘Can’t Take It With Yow’ for W. C. 
Fields. almost immediately after its 
opening in New York. At the time 
Harris was not interested in any 
offers and talks didn’t even reach 
the money stage. 


SAILINGS 


Jan. 16 (New York to Paris), Mr. 
and Mrs. Fernand Gravet (Paris). 

Jan. 16 (New York to Rome) Bur- 
net Hershey, Lyon Mearson (Rex). 

Jan. 14 (Paris to New York), Mr. 
and Mrs. Wladimer Sokoloff (Cham- 
plain). 

Jan. 13 (New York to London), 
Olga Kempner (Aquitania). 

Jan. 9 (New York to London), 
Ruth Chatterton, Princess Beder- 
kahn, Pierre Lazareff, M. Lemar- 
chand, Fernard Buson, Raymond De- 
shays, Irene Karinsky, Miss Wolkin- 
sky (Lafayette). 

Jan. 8 (New York to Vera Cruz), 
Gus Eyssell (Orizaba). 

Jan. 5 (New York to London). 
Milton Shubert (Berengaria). 

Jan. 5 (New York to London), 
Walter Duranty, Dwight Deere Wi- 
man (Europa). 

Jan. 5 (New York to London), Dr, 
Herbert Erlanger, Noah Beery, Har- 
old Lathan (Champlain). 


ARRIVALS 


Trudi Schoop, Raya Garbousova, 
Erica Morini, Budapest University 
Chorus, Dimitri Mitropoulos, Mr. and 
Mrs. Conrad Bos, Rene Le Roy, 
Ginette Nevin, Uday Shan-Kars 
Hindu Ballet, Charles Maillard, Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Patterson, Monty 
Banks, Harry d’Arrast, Kay Franc's 
Constance Collier, Doris Keane, Mary 
Newcombe, Etienne Amyot, Lionel 
Atwill, Tashamira, Serge Prokofit ff, 
Line Zelgien, Victor Henkine, P@' il 
Bechert, Dame May Whitty, Kath- 
}leen Harrison, Merle Tottenham. 
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‘Jieve will act as a deterrent against 


ages. 


‘mained at Columbia for year and 
one-half under his optional pact. 
Ruling was based on fact that 








* Duquesne Garden, 


“Sachamencnet January 1: 13, 1937 
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$1,000,000,000 GROSS IN ’3 





Agency Damage Award Vs. Actor Seen 


As Deterrent to Contract Walkouts 


—____—— 


Los Angeles, Jan. 12. 
Decision which~Coast agents be- 
artists breaking contracts promiscu- 
ously was made last week by the 
Southern California district court 
of appeals. First instance in state 
where an agency won damages be- 
yond the date of the contract dis- 
charge. Heretofore, most suits were 
for agency commissions up until the 
date of the pact abandonment. 
Action affirmed a ruling made in 
February, 1936, in a suit brought by 
Small-Landau Co. against Lloyd 
Nolan, actor-client, in which the 
agency was awarded $10,000. dam- 
Nolan, under contract to Co- 
lumbia Pictures, was sued on the 
charge that he broke his contract 
with Small-Landau 30 days prior to 
the date of his next option was due. 


Actor paid all fees accrued at that 
time. 
At the trial it was brought out 


that Nolan possibly could have re- 








actor’s potential earnings would be | 
worth $10,000 to the agency. Facts | 
are that Columbia failed to exercise 
its option and Nolan later joined 
Parafiount under contract. 

Morton Garbus, of Simon & Gar- 
bus, attorneys for Nolan, asserted 
the case would be taken to the state 
supreme court. Swarts & Tannen- 
baum represented Small-Landau Co. 


SONJA HENIE’S TERMS 
TOO STIFF FOR M.S.6. 


Demanding a percentage of the 
gross over and above a set guarantee, 
figure not mentioned, Sonja Henie 
will not go into the ice show which 
is being planned for the Madison 








Square Garden. 


- €losing a skating date at the 


Pittsburgh, Mon- 


day night (11), Miss Henie is 


presently negotiating for similar en- | 


gagements in Boston and New 
Haven. She isn’t due back on the 
Coast for 20th-Fox until the middle 
of February. = 

Saturday night’s (9)° engagement 
at the Duquesne in Pittsburgh. at. a 
$4 top, was: sold out, the business 


. Cutting into regular film trade there. 





3 Stevens Directs eter. 


Rogers, But Separately 


Hollywood, Jan. 12 

Geoyge Stevens, who directed. Fred 
Astaire and Ginger Rogérs i in ‘Swing-- 
time,’ will direct solo pictures for 
each of the stars at RKO. 
He'll handle Astaire in ‘A Damsel 
in Distress,’ and Miss Rogers in ‘Vi- 
vacious Lady.’ 


Cagney’s 2d GN 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
James Cagney left his Marthas 
Vineyard, Mass., farm for N. Y. to 
pick the next Grand National story. 
Due on the Coast in two weeks to 
Start his second picture. 














Dietrich Due Home 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Marlene Dietrich is due here Feb. 
10 to start her next film, ‘Angel,’ 
for Paramount with Ernst Lubitsch 


* directing. 


Miss Dietrich 


is skeded to arrive | 
from Europe in 


N. Y. Feb. 6, 


Le Roy's s Next WB 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
LeRoy will make ‘Death | 
in the Deep South’ as his next pro- 
duction for Warners. Tentative | 
Start has been set for March 1. 

Aben Kandel is scripting from 
novel by Ward Greene. 


Mervyn 


| cobs 


| espionage in various European 
tals, 


Waring’s H’wood Huddle 


Fred 


Waring, who flew to the 
Coast New Year’s day to look into 
offers made him for pictures, is 


scheduled to return to New York to- 
morrow (Thurs.) by train, his plane 
having been forced down at Albu- 
querque, N. M. 

Waring’s offers are from 20th-Fox 
and Warner Bros., each on a one- 
picture deal with the orchestra leader. 


METROS 15-YR. 
OLD DIVA; 3 
FROM ENG. 





Betty Jaynes, 15, who made her 
debut as a singer with the Chicago 
Civic Opera company, has been sig- 


aE | 


| 
| 
| 
| 








HIGHEST SHOW all Heartbreak Racket, Alias Casting 


Contests, Coming in tor Criticisms 


INCOME oINGE 2 


80,000,000 Average Weekly 
Admissions Indicate 10% 
National Rise — Up to) 
30% in Some Areas—'| 
Production Costs Up $10,- 
000,000 Over 1935 





BY U.S. COMMERCE DEPT 


Washington, 

Film industry last year was in the 

| best position since the 1929 boom 
| with production rising sharply and | 
exhibition reflecting 10% increase in 
patronage, Commerce Department 
reported Saturday (9). 
With general economic conditions | 
giving customers more money and 
studios turning out better quality | 
pictures, gross revenue last year ap- | 
parently reached the $1,000,000,000 
level for the first time since the de- 
pression occurred, Nathan D. Golden, | 
chief of the motion picture se@ffon; 


Jan. 12. 


|estimated. Figures showed 80,000,000 | 


natured for pictures by Metro via Al | 


{nationally and as 


Altman’s N. Y. office. Several com- | 
panies were after her because of | 


voice possibilities, high school girl 
being the youngest ever to sing the 
famed ‘Mimi’ role in ‘La Boheme.’ 
Received 22 curtain calls on debut, 
with Metro getting contract day 
after opera opened. 

Miss Jaynes, 


sophomore, will quit school to de-|tributed to 


| 


admissions per week, a rise of 10% 
high as 30% in 


some areas. Box office records 


| proved higher standard films boom 


business, Golden said. 
On the production end, Commerce 
Department estimated 500 features 


| were turned out at cost of $135,000,- 


Chicago high school | of 


|} picture 


|in March to 
| picture, 
| gangster 


IN HWOOD IT’ 


| 000, up $10,000,000 over 1935. Much 
the increased outlay was at-| 
higher salaries and 


vote all her attention to voice train- | wages. 


ing. She is not scheduled to start 


on her Metro contract until April 1. | 


Company will not put her into any 
picture until she has been compre- 
hensively screen-coached. 

Chicago Opera holds 
contract with Miss 
eratic work, while 
pearances are 
Salter. 

Those Your Boys, CBS quartet, 
have been screen tested by Metro. 

Jack_ Carr, legit character man, 
also soon‘to be tested by M-G. Sam 
Lyons is handling him.*- Elizabeth 
Wragge, who appeared in 
End,’ also is to be given a screen 
test? 

Dame May Whitty, who was tested 
and signed in New ‘York by Metro 
several weeks ago, has been called 
haek from London to, appear in Hunt 


a personal 
Jaynes for op- 
hei concert ap- 
handled by Evans & 


Stromberg’s production? ‘Night Must’ 


Fall.’ - Skedded; to arrive this weck. 
Kathleen Harrjson, English actress, 
who was signed by Metro_in London, 
will come in on the same boat to go 
to work in the’same picture. Merle 
Tottenham, another from the Eng- 
lish. stage; -also. is) being. considered | 
for a role in ‘Night Must Eall.’ Prob- | 
ably will be tested in N. Y. 
arrival from England. : 


PAR’S VICTOR HERBERT { 
SAGA FOR SWARTHOUT, 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Paramount picked up a year’s op- 
tion on Gladys Swarthout for two 
more pictures with call for a third, 
before the singer resumed her con- 
cert tour Jan. 8. 

Next picture probably will be ‘The 
Life and Loves of Victor -Herbert,’ 
which Benjamin Glazer 
for production. 


Reinhardt’s Musical 





‘ Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Warners is talking about 
Max Reinhardt direct ‘Casino, mu- 
sical subject by Denison Clift, which 
they have bought with Edward G. 
Robinson and Ruby Keeler in mind 
for leads. 

Ulrich Steindorf and William Ja- 
are adapting story, which deals 
with super-spy who, behi ind front of | 
a touring musical revue, 
capi- 


‘Dead. 


| 937 spots—film houses, 





| 


on her 





is preparing | 


| 


having | 


operates his | 


Great expansion in the exhibition 
end also was noted. Reports showed 
about 500 Tiouses were built or re- 
conditioned during the year, involv- 
ing an outlay of $27,000,000. Some 
of the spots had been shuttered for 
as long as 15 years. 

And In New England 

Booming 
1934 and 1935 led to unshuftering of 
dance joints, | 
bowling alleys, etc.—in New Eng- | 
land and the Mountain states. Cen- | 
sus Bureau announced this week. 

Initial returns from 1935 census of | 





amusement business in| 


|rnade by Tuttle on ‘Waikiki 


M: heagy s 4 for G-B 


London, Jan. 12. 

Mahoney has signed to do a 
for Gainsborough Pictures, a 
subsidiary of Gaumont-British. Ma- 
honey folds his vaudeville unit early 
start working on the 
which will be an American 
yarn. 

Deal calls for three more pictures 
and involves $300,000. 


Will 








REALLY DONE 
WITH MIRRORS 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Frank Tuttle ‘has introduced ‘new 
type of casting tryout, suggested by 
S. MacDonald Wright, famed painter 
who once taught the director art. 





Gag is to see how candidate for role | 


looks in a mirror. According to 
Wright’s theory, image reversed in 
mirror gives ‘other half’ of appear- 
ance, eliminated by fusion of twe 
images seen by naked eyes, but often 
underlined by photo or cinema lens. 
of mirror test was 
Wed- 
ding,’ accounting for elimination of 
many atmosphere people originally 
picked as good Hawaiian types. 


Introduction 


Wright, whose paintings are noted 
for his particularly well-developed 
sense of color and form values, 


| claims many artists look at their 
| works in mirror to check their 
faults, and feels mirror test comes 


closest to pointing out ‘photographic 
values’ short of an actual screen test. 

S. MacDonald Wright is brother of 
fictioneer S. S. Van Dine, 




















Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

One gag which flacks have 
worked to the hilt and which is be- 
ginning to pall is the casting con- 
test idea. Much resentment is heard 
around against this type of stunt, 
with many echoes from _ abroad, 
where number of publications have 
accused Hollywood of downright 
dishonesty in what they call the 
‘heartbreak racket.’ 


aroo 


Case in point is current casting of 
‘The Road Back,’ with every aspiring 
juvenile in town testing for lead. In- 
siders believe film may emerge cast 
with Universal stock people, severed 
1 whom have already been as- 
| signed to it. Same for ‘Gone 
| With the Wind’ expeditions 
to Dixie; and have their 
doubts about eventual casting of 
‘Adventures of Tom Sawyer,’ al- 
though latter seems to offer best 
chance for unknowns. 


— 


goes 
casting 
many 


Publications abroad point to end- 
less personality, acting, dancing, 
stars’ doubles, ‘panther’ women and 
other contests, which (with the ex- 
ception of, ‘panther woman’ search 


| by Par) have been notably devoid 


of any results 
careers. 

In Hollywood as well as abroad 
‘heartbreak’ contests born in flacks’” 
minds have done much to keep army 
of overflow people at doors of stu- 
dios, when humane and intelligent 


leading to screen 


| thing to do would be to discourage 


film aspirations of these thousands 
who haven’t a chance, and thereby 
decrease Hollywood mob of flotsam 
and jetsarn. 





Metro Readies ‘Firefly’ 
Fer MacDonald, Jones 


Los Angeles, Jan. 12. 
‘The Firefly’ will be the first of the 
major musicals on Metro’s forthcom. 
ing program. Robert Z. Leonard will 
direct, Hunt Stromberg producing. 
Cast includes Jeanette MacDonald, 
Allan Jones and Frank Morgan. 
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Sivelont Laemmle, 


And Other Unit Pix Producers May 
Augment UA Sked; $5,000,000 BR. 


There is every indication that ad- 
ditional independent producers will 
become associated with United Art- 
ists and that this company may in- 
crease its production output by from 
9-15 additional films, with financing 
for such additional producers set to 
come from Wall Street bankers. 
Wall Street accounts are that around 
$5,000,000 is available for this pur- 
pose. 

Those producers who may come 
under this plan are Winfield R. 
Sheehan, Carl Laemmle, Jr., besides 
the possibility additionally of Harry 
Goetz and Max Gordon. The Goetz- 
Gordon combo is a likely producing 
team for U.A. The first of their joint 
play-pix productions, ‘The Women,’ 
is current on Broadway. 

Sheehan and Laemmle, Jr., have 
been mentioned repeatedly as U.A. 
producers. 

The probability lies that should 
any or all of the three mentioned 
producer-units become associated 
with U.A., that each would provide 
initially three films annually to the 
U.A. program. 

This financial deal is not only 
unique but important in trade his- 
tory, in that the financing, so far as 
known, is to be made directly between 
the bankers and the producers, pro- 
viding they qualify for U.A. distribu- 
tion. It is not only a banker en- 
dorsement of U.A. distribution, but 
of the trade generally. Under the 
plan, the producers retain their in- 
dependent status, their connections 
with U.A. being on the customary 
U.A. distribution basis. 


ODLUM TO SIT 
IN ON RKO'S 
REORG PLAN 


Floyd Odlum is giving personal 
attention to RKO’s reorganization 
problems and it is expected that 
upon his return to New York many 
matters now in dispute will be 
Incidentally the 
expectations downtown are _ that 
hearing on the company’s reorgani- 
zation plan may not be held until 
the close of the month. 

There are several reasons for as- 
suming this viewpoint and by post- 
poning discussion at this time, the 
‘chances are improved for harmo- 
nizing the whole situation before the 
plan gets its final airing in court. 

Orpheum preferred holders wish 
to intervene in the situation and it 
is fairly possible that Ike Libson and 
the Ted Lauder-Albee (midwest) 
interests may perk a little on the 
situation but not severely in any 
event, according to what is to be 
heard. 

Leo 








Spitz, president of the com- 
pany, is on the Coast for general 
studio matters and production, with 
several h. o. officials having departed 
for the Coast to join him in such 
conferences, much of which un- 
doubtedly will have to do with the 
coming season’s program. Ned 
Depinet and Jules Levy, distribution 
chieftains, are among those now on 
the way to the Coast for this pur- 
pose. Spitz is expected to return 
shortly to New York. 


Mrs. MacKenzie Dies 


Maurice MacKenzie, assistant to 
Will H. Hays, is in Crown Point, Ind., 
his home town, where funeral was 
held yesterday (Tues.) for Mrs. Ina 
Beattie MacKenzie, his wife, who 
died Sunday afternoon (10) after a 
Jong illness at the Harbor Sanitarium, 
New York. 

Mrs. MacKenzie underwent a ma- 
jor operation nine months ago and 
never rallied from complications 
which resulted after the removal of 
a tumor. An emergency operation 
was performed Cliristmas day (25) 
when her condition became critical. 


METRO’S PENAL YARN 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
‘Men From Guiana,’ story of the 
French penal colony, has _ been 
bought by Metro. 
Robert Thoeren authored. 








Goetz-Gordon, 





New Britich Indie 
After Montgomery 


New film company formed in Lon- 
don under the title Messalum Pic- | 
tures Corp., Ltd, with Robert M. | 
Messalum as head and a British 
nobleman as angel. Other officer is 
Bruce Airlie Gregory. 

Outfit is now negotiating with 
Mrs. Ad Schulberg for Robert Mont- 
gomery for the first production. 


DUNNINGCOLOR 
MAY LAND WALT 
DISNEY'S BIZ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Dunningcolor plant is_ installing 
equipment to expand its present two- 
color process for screen cartoons to 
three because of a tentative agree- 
ment with Walt Disney to switch 











from Technicolor to Dunningcolor if 
latter can satisfy him with the three- 
tint process. 

Present Dunningcolor cameras are 
declared to be capable of three-color 
work, requiring no alteration. 

Second three-color cartoon camera 
has been sent to England where 
Dunning Process, Ltd., is operating 
as a subsidiary in the laboratory of 
George Humphries & Co., said to be 
preparing to expand from two-color 
to three shortly. 





Minnelli Starts at Par 


Vincente Minnelli heads coastward 


| 





for Paramount this week on his 


with another musical. 


more of a book show. 


initial picture assignment, but plans | 
to return to Broadway next season | 
| before. 
Next Broadway production will be 


Par Scribs Pouting 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Paramount writers are a bit miffed 
because none of them was invited 
to the Adolph Zukor Jubilee Dinner. 
While resenting the slight, scrib- 
blers are unanimous in admitting 
that nothing can be done about it. 


ZUKOR'S FETES 
IN D.C. AND N.Y. 





Proposed swing around the coun- 
try which ‘Adolph Zukor planned 
making with Neil F. Agnew, Par 
general sales manager, in connec- 
tion with the Silver Jubilee drive, 
has been called off. Zukor feels he 
can’t take the time off from the 
studio. 

However, he is coming east shortly 
to attend a proposed dinner in Wash- 
ington to be tendered him by Com- 
missioner George Allen of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, with government 
notables as guests, on Jan. 22 and a 
dinner at the Astor, N. Y., tentatively 
planned by the Broadway Associa- 
tion. 

After the Astor dinner, scheduled 
for Jan. 25, Zukor will return to the 
Coast. ‘Champagne Waltz’ will have 
its premiere at Loew’s, Washington, 
evening of the planned dinner there, 
picture on same date opening in 
various other keys around the coun- 
try. 


Tibbett Wants Stronger 





Pix Script; In Opera Now| 


Lawrence Tibbett is cold on an- 
other picture until a sturdy story is 
ready for him. Singer is concen- 
trating on opera and concert now 
and is shying at any new Hollywood 
deals for the time being. 


Negotiations are under way be-| 


tween London managers and Evans 
& Salter division of Columbia Con- 
certs to present him in Covent Gar- 
den during coronation month. He is 
wanted first for the leading role in 
‘Don Juan,’ new opera composed by 
Eugene Goossens of the Cincinnati 
Symphony, which will be premiered 
over there at that time. 

Tibbett has never sung in Europe 
An extensive continental 
tour will follow if a contract is con- 
summated, 





Laemmle at 70, Champing at the Bit : 
For Another Whirl at Making Films 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Seventy years old and only a year 
in retirement, Carl Laemmle is itch- 
ing to return to the business he 
helped rear from infancy to audibil- 
ity. iat 
Next Sunday (17) Laemmle will 


home on a hill overlooking Benedict 
Canyon and Beverly Hills. He will 
welcome within hundreds of friends 
and former associates who will come 
to celebrate with him his 70th birth- 
day. 

There will be reminiscences, but 
it isn’t likely that Uncle Carl will 
take much part in them. It isn’t his 
philosophy to think in terms of the 
past. A year ago he sold Universal 
and went into retirement. But he 
isn’t happy. He admits that much. 

For an even 30 years he had been 
a potent factor in the motion picture 
business. Sitting on the top of a 
hill, swinging back and forth in a 
rocking chair, may be okay for some 
men, but not for Laemmle. He wants 
action and longs again for busy of- 
fices, for the hustle and bustle of pic- 
ture making, for problems to solve, 
for people to help. 

Watching for That Yarn 

‘I am keeping my eyes open and 
when a good story comes along, one 
like ‘All! Quiet on the Western 
Front,’ I will make it into a picture,’ 
he admits. ‘No, not with Junior. He 
has his own life to live, his own ca- 
reer to carve. He is plenty capable 
of paddling his own canoe and soon 
he will be turning out pictures of 
his own. We'll operate separately.’ 

Since leaving Universal, Laemmle 
has been trying to rest. He hasn't 
been very successful at it. His large 
real estate holdings and other per- 
sonal affairs have kept him constant- 





throw open the doors of his huge | 





ly on the go. He keeps two secre- 











stantly on the lookout for the story 
that he can turn into a picture epic. 

‘I have honestly tried to devote 
half of my time since leaving Uni- 
versal to the services of others,’ he 
explains. ‘Some charity, yes, but it 
would be best to put it in the light 
of a helping hand.’ 

Laemmle not long ago set aside 
$100,000 in cash to establish the Car] 
Laemmle Foundation, which will 
engage in charitable enterprises. The 
organization will have five directors, 
with Laemmle heading the list. His 
son, Junior, and his daughter, Mrs. 
Stanley Bergerman, are two others. 
He has invited Dr. A. H. Giannini to 
be the fourth director and the fifth 
has not yet been selected. 

; Likes to Move Around 

The founder of Universal would 
like to travel to the far ends of the 
earth, to meet people and see sights, 
but he realizes that he is no longer 
a young man and that he must con- 
serve his strength. 

‘I have never been to Jerusalem,’ 
he explains, ‘and it is one place I 
would like to visit. If I feel up to 
it I will make a trip there next 
month. After that it will be too hot 
to travel there in comfort.’ 

In the midst of his talking there 
was a rap on the door. A secretary 
appeared. 

‘You'll have to go now, 
Laemmle,’ he said. 

Laemmle was apologetic. 

‘I’m sorry my time was so short. 
You see, I’ve an appointment. The 
first race at Santa Anita. You'll un- 
derstand.’ 

Of course it was easy to under- 
stand. On his desk was the program 
for the previous day’s racing at 
Santa Anita. It was opened to the 
fifth race and there was a pencil 
ring around a nag’s name. His horse 


Mr. 


taries busy with dictation. He is con- must have come in, 





Par’s ‘Sea’ Encounters 
Union-Card Shoals 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Snowstorm and the Screen Actors 
Guild combined to slow production 
| of Paramount’s ‘Souls at Sea’ while 
| shooting scenes on board a ship off 
San Pedro. Guild forced several 
extras off the set because they failed 
to produce union cards. Property 
man and several hairdressers also 
were forced to quit. 

About the time another gang of 
extras was recruited the snow came 
pelting down. 


PAR EXECS IN 
EXODUS AFTER 
ZUKOR FETE 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Main body of eastern visitors who 
came here to participate in the 
Adolph Zukor silver jubilee and to 
take part in the production confer- 
ences pulled out for the home sectors 
last Sunday (10). 
| Stanton Griffis, chairman of Par- 
amount’s executive committee, and 
| Barney Balaban, president, are stay- 
ing over until Friday (15) to help 
| Adolph Zukor iron out suggestions 
| which developed from the parley at 
| the Ambassador hotel. 

Neil F. Agnew, v. p. in charge of 
| sales, and Robert Gillham, advertis- 
|}ing and publicity director, are stay- 
|ing over until Sunday (17) to con- 
jcentrate on advertising, publicity 
|and exploitation details in connec- 
ition with the program outlined at 
the production conference. 

Scattered departures over the 

week-end were Frank Walker, New 
York; A. H. Blank, Des Moines; 
| Samuel Goldstein, Springfield, Mass.; 
R. B. Wilby, Atlanta; J. J. Fitzgib- 
bons, Toronto; M. A. Lightman, Mem- 
phis; E. V. Richards, New Orleans; 
Belle Goldstein, New York; Y. Frank 
Freeman, New York; Martin Mullin 
and Sam Pinanski, Boston; Karl 
Hoblitzelle and R. J. O'Donnell, Dal- 
las; John Balaban, Chicago; J. J. 
Unger, New York; John W. Hicks, 
Jr.. New York; George Weltner, 
New York; Frank Meyer, New York; 
Matilda Kass, New York, and Aus- 
tin Keough, New York. 


—_-— — 











Paramount home office executives, 
searcer at the home office than 
knocks from a press agent, are ex- 
pected back by the end of the week, 
with some arrivals probably in to- 
morrow (Thurs.). Adolph Zukor 
himself comes on later, being due 
Jan. 23. 
| While Zukor is in New York he 
| will probably remain to attend a 
meeting of the board scheduled for 
Jan. 28. The regular December 
meeting was passed due to inter- 
ference by holidays and departure 
of execs west for the Zukor testi- 
monial dinner. 





Francesca Braggiotti 
Set in Italian Film 


Rome, Jan. 1. 

After much looking around, Di- 
rector Carmine Gallone has finally 
found someone to play the femme 
lead in the Italian film ‘Scipio the 
African.’ It is Francesca Braggiotti, 
of the numerous Braggiotti clan, 
Italian by birth, and married to John 
Lodge, English film juve. 

Mrs. Lodge is new to Italian films, 
but not to American; she did the 
dances in ‘Anna Karenina’ (MG) and 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (Par). 


CHAS. KING’S COMEBACK 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Charles King, star of original 
‘Broadway Melody,’ and iast heard 
from on screen in extra ranks, gets 
his first part on comeback trail in 
Selznick’s ‘A Star Is Born.’ 

Part is little more than bit, but 
has story importance, and it will be 
King’s first screen credit since flash- 
in-pan following success of early 








Tokor Silver Jubilee Dinner a Gay a 
‘And Gala Tribute to Vet Showman 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Paramount's ‘family’ party on the 
occasion of the opening of the silver 
jubilee for Adolph Zukor brought 
out 400 notables to the dinner which 
preceded the Zukor broadcast last 
Thursday (7). Paramount's studio 
eatery was converted into a lavishly 
decorated banquet hall for the oc. 
casion, 

Program was held to a single 
speech by Will Hays and a short 
response by Zukor. Hays presented 
the Paramount studio head with a 
book of testimonial autographs from 
persons high in governmental, civic, 
social and film circles in 
every country on earth. 


Reviewing Zukor’s work in help- 
ing to build the industry, Hays said: 


‘You were a pioneer in the effort 
to satisfy the growing desire for bet- 
ter motion picture entertainment, 
You made feature pictures when 
such an innovation was considered 
financial suicide. You recognized 
and solved the problem of distribu- 
tion. In an ever widening circle, 
you made it possible for the best 
artists, directors and technicians to 
give to a tired world the tonic of 
youth, beauty and romance.’ 


almost 


Hay’s Encomium 

In his summary of why Zukor was 
being feted by his friends . .d Para- 
mount associates, Hays explained: 

‘We do well to honor one whose 
career has been so closely inter- 
woven with this amazing progress of 
the motion picture art. We honor 
him because of his inspiring leader- 
ship. We honor him because of his 
wisdom and counsel. We honor him 
because of his kindness and patience, 
his sympathy and understanding. We 
honor him because of his accom- 
plishments. We honor him because 
his character and personality are 
such that he has gained the admira- 
tion and appreciation of all.’ 

In accepting the huge book of 
autographs, Zukor declined it as a 
personal memento, accepting it in 
|the name of all his Paramount as- 
sociates. He modestly declined per- 
| sonal credit for the success of the 
firm’s long business struggle, giving 
credit to those faithful workers who 
had stood by his side in times of 
distress. 

The banquet was followed by the 
broadcast over a coast-to-coast hook- 
up and by a dance on the big as- 
sembly stage to which 1,006 more 
guests had been invited. 


‘CHAMPAGNE WALT2’S’ 
WORLD PREEM IN D. C. 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Local Loew-Metro staffs plan to 
go to town on ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
international press preview to be 
held at the Palace, Jan. 22. Shows 
ing, which will be initial U. S. un- 
reeling, is to be one of some 60 to 
be staged in world capitals simul- 
taneously. 


Local showing will be sponsored 
by White House Correspondents’ As- 
sociation, creme de la creme of 
newspaper crowd here, which made 
debut as film sponsors with opening 
of ‘Gorgeous Hussy.’ 


Adolph Zukor, Neil Agnew, 
Barney Balaban and other Par execs 
are expected to be on hand along 
with several Par contract players, 
probably Gladys Swarthout and Fred 
MacMurray. 


Event will also mark premiere of 
Metro short, ‘Servant of the People,’ 
concocted in honor of 150th anni- 
versary of signing of Constitution. 
Boys are staying away from any 
hook-up with Sol Bloom’s Consti- 
tutional Sesquicentennial, an obvious 
tie-up, preferring to let short get by 
on its own as timely entertainment. 














Dewn Under’s Upbeat 
Sydney, Dec. 22. 

John Kennebeck, local Par boss, 
has laid down big plans locally for 
the celebrations for Adolph Zukor 
on Jan. 22. On that date 16 first re- 
lease theatres in Australia, and four 
in New Zealand will play ‘The 
Champagne Waltz.’ 

Mags will carry special ‘Zukor 
Editions,’ Par exhibs will be invited 
to a special dinner, Zukor trophies 
will be presented to winners of ex- 
ploitation campaigns, and the name 
of the Par chief will be splashed 
from one end of Australia and New 











musical talker. 





Zealand to the other. 
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‘ pyoducers Still Grinding Out 
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Mrs. Mastbaum’s Legacy | 





READ OF UALS 
NTCHES SHORTS 


| 
' 
| 
Philadelphia, Jan. 12. | 
Mrs. Etta Mastbaum, widow of | 
Jules Mastbaum, local film magnate, 
was bequeathed entire estate, 
;} amounting to more than $200,000, by | 
her sister, Mrs. Jessie Wedel! Herold, 
department store director, who died 
Dec. 17 in New York. 
Mrs. Mastbaum was 
executrix of will. 





named sole 




















the Same Number Despite 
Diminishing Playdates — 


Little Room Left Besides | White House Invite 


the Newsreel 





CHIEFLY CARTOONICS 








By JOHN C. FLINN 
Buried away in fireproof vaults in 
film exchanges in key 
scores of positive prints of short sub- 
- jects which never will see either 
the light of day or the bright arc 
of a projection machine. They are 


the mute evidence of the industry’s | fi!mers 


most muddling and annoying dis- 
tripW5A waste. They are the pain 
in the neck, or some place, which 

- the law of supply and demand has 
pushed off the booking sheets. 
Double-billing of feature 
tures, which has lengthened 


pic- 
film 


shows .from the one time universal! | 


standard of two hours to sitting 
marathons of three hours or longer, 
is the chief contributory factor for 
the blockade of short subjects. An- 
other reason is the persistence of 
some major distributors to keep up 
the flow of shorts when the indus- 
try has gone berserk on Over-pro- 
duction of fillers 
shrinking market. 

Meanwhile the hue and cry from 
exhibitors grows louder and less 
funny. The Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of America has taken 
up the issue, which has become acute 
in the months since the suspension 
of the NRA film code, under which 
certain restrictions were placed 
against the forced selling of short 
subjects. 

Some distributors are said still to 
be observing the spirit of the NRA 
provisions, but exhibitors on the 
whole, are aroused about the pres- 
sure practices. That is why item 
No. 10, of the MPTOA reform plat- 
form, demands the discontinuance of 
‘forcing excess and unwanted short 
subjects with the features picture 
Sales.’ 

618 Shorts Scheduled 


A recent survey, which included 
discussions with several chief book- 
ers of some of the major theatre cir- 
cuits, brought to the surface rather 
surprising facts about the short-reel 
situation. In the 1935-36 season the 
eight major distributors listed for 
sale 750 short subjects (one and two 
reelers, exclusive of newsreels) of 
which they actually delivered, or 
had available in film exchanges for 
booking, 618. 

Not more than one-third of the 

total supply had sufficient booking 
to justify the negative and print 
costs. 
; In the face of the rapidly spread- 
ing dual feature policy the distribu- 
tors, ever sanguine about play dates, 
in 1936-37 (current season) listed 
732 shorts, a decrease of only 18 
subjects, although every market 
analysis showed the theatres incap- 
able of absorbing even as many 
shorts as in the previous season. 

One film purchasing manager of a 
large circuit said, ‘Even if half of 
the shorts were good entertainment, 
there’s no room to show them. We 
pay for them as little as possible, 
which is too much, and then we 
leave them on the shelf.’ 


The Major Distribs 
Distributor listing of shorts (other 
than newsreels) for 1936-37 are: 


To Schenck-Goetz 
After Inaugura 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 


Joseph M. Schenck 


up. ite “B’ 
i films will run over the original $200,- 
| 000 budget. 


figure of 


| 
| 


sy)? has had Louis B. Mayer confined to 
his hotel suite for the past two days 


as a result of a slight cold. 


n 


BUDGETS: 


| tion plans. 


| 
Hollywood, Jan. 12. | 
Century-Fox hopping 
pictures and 


Twentieth 


Metro’s B's sticking to the original 
around $250,000 apiece. 


Warners, Universal and Columbia 


making no changes in original setup. 


; and William |dominate the RKO-Radio 
| Goetz will attend the reception at|executive sessions on Friday (15) 
cities are | the White House, Washington, D. C.,| with the arrival of Jules Levy and | $1,250,000 for new houses and re- 


Discussions on ‘B’ product will } 


studio’s | 


| following the inauguration of Presi- | Ned Depinet. | 


| from the White House. 


1 





| dent Roosevelt. 


Pair received invitations 
known to have 
bid thus far. 


received a | 


Revues Start Delayed 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Paramount has sidetracked ‘Sap- | 


| phire’ due to casting difficulties. 





| 


| 


in a constantly | 


- 





i 

It was to have been first Sidi. 

ment at the studio for Maurice 
Revnes as producer. 


Christie Back’ in N.Y. 


Hollywood, Jan, 12. 








Al Christie has returned to New 
York to resume shorts production for 
Educational at Astoria, L. I. 

Producer came out to spend holi- 
days with his mother and sister. 


EINFELD WEST 

Postponing his trip west twice 
now, Charlie Einfeld left Monday 
(11). 

Einfeld will probably accompany 
Harry M. Warner east, both coming 
on within a month. Warner has been 
at the studio since pre-Xmas. 











Leo Spitz, prez, and Nate Blum- | 


direct | berg, theatre head, are already here | tres in the L. A. area. 
Only two/for the production conferences. 





ROACH STARTS 23D 
YEAR AS PRODUCER | 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Hal Roach last week celebrated his | 
23rd anniversary as a producer in | 
his own studio. Roach will pass his | 
45th birthday tomorrow (Wed.). 
To commemmorate double-header, 
back lot studio employes filled pro- 
ducer’s office with flowers. 


Butcher Joins S-I 


Hollywood, Jan. 12, 
E. W. (Ted) Butcher goes from 
20th-Fox to Selznick-International 
as production manager. 
Henry Ginsberg, gencral manager 
of S-I, closed the deal. 


Lastfogel Back 


Abe Lastfogel, general manager of 
the William Morris office, returned 
to Hollywood Monday (11), accom- 
panied by Mrs. Lastfogel (Frances 
Arms). 














| him east from Hollywood. 


'5200,- | Fox-W.C. Spending 


| mainder 


L. B. Mayer’s Slight Cold 


New York’s mild winter weather 





He is 
‘emaining in New York through the 
eek attending meetings with Metro 
fficials on production and distribu- 
Howard Strickling accompanied 
Both go to Florida next week. 





| 


$1,250,000 on New | 
Houses, Dust Off. 


} 


} 
} 





Los Angeles, Jan, 12. 
Fox-West Coast has budgeted} 
construction work in 1937. Around 
$500,000 will go into three new thea- | 
Half of re-|} 
will be expended during | 
first half of year on rehabilitation of | 
present houses. Circuit’ spent | 
$1,000,000 in its building campaign in | 
1936. 

New house, costing $100,000, will | 
e erected at Compton, Cal., replac- | 
ing one destroyed by fire. Two other | 
new ones will be erected in L. A.| 
neighborhoods. Around $48,000 will | 
be spent to renovate Loew’s State | 
here and $60,000 on 
Sacramento. 

Will Hoyt, owner of the California 
theatre building in Stockton, 
erect a 900-seater there for circuit 
operation, costing around $150,000. 
Chain also has closed a new 10-year 
lease on the State at Oakland. This 
1,400-seater is a downtown first run 
in the East Bay city. 


Armer to Direct at M-G 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Dorothy Arzner has been given a 
directing contract by Metro. Her 
first assignment is ‘Girl from Trieste’ 
with Luise Rainer topping the cast. 











Joe Mankiewicz will produce. 





Par Theatre 


Their Own Ideas on Q 


+ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Promising an initial outlay of $30,- 
000,000 for pictures during the 1937- 
38 season, Paramount for the first 
time in history took its theatre 
partners into its confidence at the 
annual production conference held 
last Friday (8) at the Ambassador 
hotel. President Barney Balaban, 
in opening the session, said that the 
$30,000,000 figure was not an ar- 
bitrary one and would fluctuate to 
whatever point might be necessary 
to maintain a high standard of en- 
tertainment. 

Theatre partners, enjoying the 
privilege of handing out suggestions 
to the studio as to what they want 
in the way of pictures, came through 
with plenty of suggestions. Studio 
heads indicated that for the most 
part these suggestions would be in- 
corporated in production plans, 

Predominant was the cry for 
bigger and more star names to lure 
the patrons. M. A. Lightman of 
Memphis, Tenn., sounded the key- 
note of demands when he said that 
there is a need for more careful 


Partners Contribute 


uality Films 





Par’s 400G Stopgap 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Production conferences of 
Paramount theatre partners, fol- 
lowing the Zukor jubilee dinner, 
brought one agreement — to 
eliminate all pictures costing 
$400,000, or around that approx- 
imate figure. 

Decision was reached when it 
was pointed out that they were 
classed as being neither top- 
notch product and yet too ex- 
pensive for the B programs. 











a chance to introduce new talent to 
the studio was also brought out and 
won on an okay from the studio 
contingent. Karl Hoblitzelle of 
Dallas said that there is a wealth of 
good fresh talent floating around 


the hinterlands without any avenue 
toward the studio. M. J. Mullin, 
partner of Sam Pinanski in a group 


thusiastic over De Mille’s outline of 
plans for ‘The Buccaneer.’ 

John W. Hicks, Jr., v.p. in charge 
of foreign sales, gave those attend- 
ing the session a view of the sales 
problem confronting his division. 
Revolution in Spain has cut heavily 
into Paramount’s foreign income, 
since that country was the fourth 
largest outside revenue producer, 
being passed only by England, 
France and Australia, He told of 
work being done to develop the 
Latin American market to offset the 
loss. 

Value Upped $100,000,000 

Stanton Griffis, chairman of Para- 
mount’s executive committee, painted 
a rosy picture of the firm’s future. 
He said that today’s value of the 
concern passes that of a year ago by 
$100,000,000 and that with continued 
progress under Barney Balaban in 
New York and Adolph Zukor at the 
studio, Paramount exhibitors could 
look for business improvements in 
step with the present stride. 


Adolph Zukor told of the co-oper- 








casting of drawing players. He laid 
particular stress on a desire for co- 
starring pictures with romantic 
players appealing to the theatre go- 


RKO-Radio, 49 two-reelers, 45 single | ing public. 
reels; 20th-Fox, 42 and 58: Metro, | 
12 and 80; Columbia 26 and 101; | tures which put the right girl in the 


Vitaphone (Warners), 36 and 104: 


two-reeler and 65 single reels. Totals | 
are 167 two-reelers and 565 single | 


reels, Universal, in addition, re- 
leases four 13-part serials of two 
reels each. There is a separate mar- 
ket for serials in neighborhood and 
small town matinee bookings for 
the juve trade. 

In the previous season (1935-36) 


‘The audiences are crying for pic- 


. | right man’s arms,’ Lightman said. 
Paramount, 1 and 112; Universal 1 | 


In Canada, It’s Musicals 

In a similar vein, J. J. Fitzgibbons 
of Toronto expressed a hope that 
the new production schedule would 
have an abundance of musicals. Pic- 
tures of that type get the heaviest 
play from Canadian 
said. Fitzgibbons told his listeners 
that churches and welfare agencies 
exercise an influence over Dominion 


the totals were 240 two-reelers and box office receipts. 


(Continued on page 21) 


Desire of theatre operators to have | griddle. 





audiences, he} 


of New England theatres, backed up 
Hoblitzelle, telling how Eleanor | 
Powell could have been picked up| 
easily if his theatre had had a proper | 
contact with the studio. 

With other exhibitors joining in 
the move for a chance to help pick | 
new studio talent, Mel Shauer, stu-| 
dio talent chief, welcomed the idea | 
and promised to set up a contact} 
through which the exhibitors can 
clear their ideas. 

Y. Frank Freeman. v.p. in charge 
of theatres, led the discussion of the- | 
atre partners. He introduced Frank 
Lloyd, Cecil B. De Mille, Wesley 
tuggles, A. M. Botsford and other 
producers and gave the theatre men 
a chance to put them on the question 
They were particularly en- 





ation he is enjoying from the re- 
organized studio, which is now his 
sole responsibility, and William Le 
Baron, managing director of pro- 
duction, went over details of stories, 
star names and titles on the line for 
the 1937-38 program, 


Others who spoke were Frank C. 
Walker, managing director of the 
Comerford-Publix circuit in Penn- 
sylvania and New York state; John 
Balaban, representing the Balaban 
& Katz circuit; John Cecil Graham, 
v.p. in charge of Paramount opera- 
tions in England; Boris Morfos, mu- 
sical director at Paramount studios: 
Samuel Goldstein, New England the- 
atre man; E. V. Richards of New Or- 
leans, and Robert O'Donnell of 
Dallas. . 


H'WOOD TOLD OFF ON ‘B’ PIX 


20TH, M-G, RKO 


EANIBG al 


AWK 
DIRECT TO CONST 


Take Advantage of Zukor 
Jubilee Conclave to Air 
Their Peeves on Duals— 
——Distributors in N. Y. 
Elated at Protests—Ex- 
hibs Don’t Want Mediocre 
Dual Fodder —- Demand 
Holdover Production 
Quality 








LONG ON SHORTS 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Class B pictures, which have 
grown in number at all the major 
studios this season, must be limited 
if producers are to meet the necessi- 
ies of theatre operators. Leading 
exhibitors of the country here this 
and last week, attending the feéstivi- 
ties in connection with the Adolph 
Zukor 25th anniversary, have been 
outspoken on this point. 

The men who pay the film rentals 


the Capitol, | have expressed themselves as certain 
’| that the 


industry is pointed the 
wrong way when so many B pictures 


wil] | are being made to the exclusion of 


|more expensive, showmanship films. 
The latter attractions, theatre men 
assert, can be played as single bill 
| entertainment, which will restore the 
|former era when pictures remained 
itwo and three weeks in a theatre, 
with commensurate increased film 
rental returns. 





Sales Heads Pleased 

Hollywood studios have had a rude 
jostling over the week end, it was 
/reported in distribution offices in 
| New York yesterday, as a result of 
|conferences between production ex- 
|ecutives and operators of some of the 
major theatre circuits who went to 
the Coast to attend the Adolph Zukor 
Silver Jubilee dinner and remained 
long enough to tell the film makers 
what they think about pictures gen- 
erally and B product particularly. 

Every sales manager in New York 
and his staff of division supervisors 
are wearing broad smiles which say, 
‘I told you so.’ Where the protests 
of sales managers against the number 
of B pictures have been ignored at 
their respective studios for nearly a 
year, the frank, outspoken criticism 
of exhibitors is said to have left the 
studios groggy. 

The theatre operators, among 
whom are some of the nation’s lead- 
ing exhibitors, have simply passed 
the word along from the public that 
the continuance of B pictures, in the 
volume of the current season, will 
kill the box-office goose which has 
been laying fat film rental eggs for 
years. 

What started out to be a love feast 
and some delightful informal gather- 
ings of the men who make the pic- 
tures and the men who show them 
developed into sessions of plain 
speaking, backed up with columns of 
attendance figures to prove the ex- 
hibitors’ contentions. 

Caught H’wood Unawares 

Hollywood was not prepared for 
the blow. The impression at the 
Coast for months has been that the 
studios were doing the theatres a 
favor in turning out low-cost feat- 
| ures, sans star names, to fit into the 
| lower bracket of theatre double-bill- 
‘ing. Exhibitors made themselves 
very plain by stating that the co- 











}operation was not appreciated. 
They’ve had all the B pictures 
they can stand for some time. 


|They want AA pictures, and they 
| backed up their position by pledging 
longer runs and higher rentals for 
class product, built from good stories, 
well directed, and played by person- 
-alities known to the theatregoing 
public. 

The conferences in California have 
not been confined to one or two stu- 
|dios. While many of the theatre 
men who attended the Zukor cele- 
bration are affiliated with Par- 
|'amount, nearly all of them are sub- 
| Stantial customers of all the major 

(Continued on page 21) 
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wantin . 

Advices from London are that the 
British trade is still up in the air 
over the Ostrer-Schenck deal, and 
that the scene of activity involving 
the Ostrers, now in America, may 
soon shift to London, as John Max- 
well personally wants to try his 
hand at smoothing things. Intima- 
tions from across the sea are that 
Maxwell has indicated he might pre- 
fer to handle things personally in 
London with representatives of the 
American interests involved. There- 
fore, Sidney R. Kent, president of 
20th Century-Fox and others, may 
again make an overseas journey 
soon, 

The Ostrers, while in America. 
have accomplished little toward 
ameliorating the situation caused 
when the Ostrers concluded a deal 
for John Maxwell to purchase the 
Ostrer shares in Gaumont-British. 
The Ostrers huddled with 20th-Fox 
execs on the Coast, in Florida and 
in N. Y. 

The current state of the. British 
film trade makes an in-London pow- 
wow more than ever obligatory. 


Whether Maxwell, by con- 
ferences in London with American 
representatives of Metro and 20th 
Century-Fox, can pick up the pieces 
remains to be seen, and at this date 
it is not certain that there shall be 
such London confabs. However, 
consideration of the matter is under 
way and this may ease the QOstrer 
brothers’ situation personally, in the 
current swing of things, so that they 
may soon depart for London also. 

Isidor Ostrer, while here, has dis- 
cussed matters with Nicholas M. 
Schenck, president of Loew’s, also 
J. Robert Rubin, Metro counsel; Sid- 
ney R. Kent, president of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox; Joe Schenck, et.al. There 
is nothing official to indicate that 
any solution has been reached. 


In so far as 20th Century-Fox com- 
pany’s handling the physical distri- 
bution of G-B product over here is 
concerned, as it has been doing in 
the past, seems to be purely a mat- 
ter of negotiation. 20th-Fox cannot 
assume to distribute more product 
than its exchanges can handle ef- 
ficiently. 

G-B has been talking the estab- 
lishment of an exchange system in 
the U. S. Considering its limited 
American market possibilities, such 
an expensive idea hardly sounds 
practical. 


German Travel Pix 
Gratis to Schools, 
On 16 MM. Prints 











Travel films on Germany are be- 


Current British Film Sanalign 
Now Augurs the Likelihood of G-B 
Shifting Any Deal Back to London: 








Cardozo Bows Out 





Washington, Jan. 12. 

U. S. Supreme Court Justice 
Cardozo refused Monday (11) 
to intervene in litigation be- 
tween William Fox and All- 
Continent Corp., once _ his 
wholly-owned personal holding 
company, over assets of the de- 
posed cinema magnate. 

Withholding decision, Justice 
Cardozo passed along to the 
full bench the question of issu- 
ing stay orders preventing fur- 
ther proceedings against Hiram 
Steelman, trustee of the Fox 


estate, in highly complicated 

Sol Lesser, now in Europe, cabled | legal maneuvering to settle the 

Principal Pictures that he had pur | tangled Fox affairs. Steelman 

chased several songs, both French is attempting to get his hands 

and Russian, which he expects to in- | on All-Continent assets, charg- 
corporate in the score of ‘Boy Blue,’ 


’ : 7 ing the company was created by 
his next picture starring Bobby Fox to keep his holdings out of 
Breen. 





Lesser, in Europe, Buys 
Songs for Breen Film| 






































the reach of creditors. Trustee 
Lesser expects to return to Amer- 
against the estate amount to 
around $9,000,000. 
Seeking help out of the maze, 
Steelman sought an _ order 
blocking the lower courts from 
proceeding with contempt ac- 
tion in Pennsylvania. Justice 
Cardozo, to whom lengthy 
20th Century-Fox has sold three | 
films to R. C. Music Hall. Presum- 8 
ably this smooths some of the rip- p NAHUE-COE 
ples which have separated the two 
parties. The deal hasn’t any effect 
on the proposed 20th Century-Fox 9 
takeover of the Roxy theatre, N. Y. 
Films sold the M. H. are ‘Lloyds ~ 
of London,” following its $2 run at 
the Astor, on Broadway. Also, 
Donahue & Coe, which has been 
handling theatre advertising for 20th 
Century-Fox, including the $2 run of 
entire 20th-Fox account in an 
WIL AC | FOR WANGER Pagency switch which lets out Hanff- 
Metzger. H-M, in Fox on the picture 
end since S. R. Kent became presi- 
: Hollywood, Jan. 12. dent and formerly handling Par, is 
Tim Holt, son of the screen vet-| now without a major film account. 
eran, Jack, has been signed to a con- Geting the entire 20th-Fox busi- 
tract by Walter Wanger. ness, the D-C agency now has the 
Youth was graduated from the| largest film representation, its clients 
Theatre Guild, agency. 
m. Fox Bankruptcy Shifted From 
e e 
A.C. to Camden; Film Man Examin 
. ? 
Atlantic City, Jan. 12. ,Tri-Ergon, A.G., a European cor- 
The bankruptcy action of William | poration. 
Fox, former. film tycoon, will be Questions asked by A. L. Richards, 
shifted to -the U. S. District Court, | of Hughes, Shurman & Dwight, New 
under a ruling made Saturday (9)| York attorneys representing 20th 


: contends that assets Fox gaye 
ica Feb, 15. him were virtually worthless. 
briefs were submitted, declined 
to issue a hasty ruling and 
‘Wings of the Morning,’ British-made 
color picture, and ‘On the Avenue,’ 
Culver Military Academy last year./ also including United Artists, Loew- 
His only theatrical experience was/| Metro and Radio City Music Hall. 
by Vice-Chancellor W. Frank Sooy.| Century-Fox Film Corp. as one of 
Counsel for Fox has asked the| Fox’s creditors, raised objections 


consisting of $100 in cash and 
| passed the buck to his eight 
the new Irving Berlin musical. 
in ‘Papa Is All,’ produced by Mae; Joe and Nick Schenck are reputed 
Chancery Court for a removal of | from Murry C. Becker, of Fox’s legal 


securities of slight value. Claims 
Inc . Derim ric 
colleagues for decision. 
? 
JACK HOLT S SON, TIM, Astor, N. Y., has taken over the 
Clarke for the Westwood Village| owners of 50% of the D. & C. 
the case to a federal court because of | staff. Becker contended that the ex- 














ing issued gratis to schools, colleges, | a diversity of residence of all con- | amination might be continued for 


clubs, etc., by German Railroads In- \cerned. It was shown that the All- 


formation Office in New York. Se- 
ries numbering close to 400 prints 
js divided between the N. Y., Chi- 
cago and Coast offices. The eastern 
department says it has requests num- 
bering about 30 a day for usage 
along the east coast. Promotional 
stunt has been in effect for several 
years, but past few months the cam- 
paign has been intensified. 

Pictures are 16 mm, and include 
both silent and sound releases. 
Towns, scenic vistas and usual travel 
stimuli are played up. Olympic pix 
not offered. 





LEONIDOFF T0 STAGE | was set up to defraud creditors. 


| years but the referee allowed Rich- 
Continent Corp., set up as a trust by | ards to continue. 
Fox in October, 1930, for Mrs. Fox Previously Fox has testified that 
and their two daughters, was a Del-| he was worth considerable money in 
aware corporation, that Mr, and Mrs. | January, 1931, when it is alleged that 
| Fox and their family now reside in|.he formed the All-Continent Corp. 
| Atlantic City. for his wife and daughters as a trust 
Hiram Steelman, of Atlantic City, ! valued in excess of $7,000,000. Fox 
trustee in bankruptcy for Fox, had| Claimed that he was worth about 
brought the chancery action last Oc- | $15,000,000 at the time and included 
tober asking the court to restrain|in his assets the rights from Tri- 
the All-Continent or other defend-| Ergon. Richards said that the patent 
ants from making further disposition | rights did not belong to Fox, but to 
of the assets pending outcome of the} the corporations Fox headed at the 
hearings before Federal Referee | time, including Fox Film and Fox 
Robert E. Steedle. Steelman con- | theatres. 
tended that All-Continent was Fox's | Richards produced numerous 
‘alter ego’ and that the company | documents relating to the contract 
| between Fox and Tri-Ergon, A.G., 








Vice-Chancellor Sooy, however, | asking the former pix magnate about 


WANGER’S FILM REVUE that on the question of resi-| trips to Germany and Austria in the 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 


dence the defendants may remove | Summer and fall of 1926 by John M. 


| the entire case to the Federal Court.| Joy, an engineer who investigated 
It is expected that action will now| the inventiws with the idea of ac- 


‘Lloyds of London,’ just closed at the 


Leon Leonidoff will stage Walter come before Judge John Boyd Avis 
Wanger’s ‘Vogues,’ filmed revue. | at Camden, N. J., who is already 
Among the eastern talent signed for | considering Mrs. Fox's contempt 
the show by Hal Horne is Estelle | matters growing out of the bank- 
and LeRoy, dance team. ‘ruptcy hearings before Referee 

Herne has been commuting be- | Steedle. 
tween both Coasts by plane huddling 
here with Wanger and signing talent 
in New York. The 


Tri-Ergon Examination 


examination of Fox 








Another Broadway stager they're | Federal Referee Robert E. Steedle, | 
talking of for pictures is Clifford C. j and touched upon the acquisition; in exercising the option he took on 


Fischer, entrepreneur of the French of certain 
Casino night club shows. 


quiring the American rights. 

Fox reca%&*d having sent Joy 
abroad for the purpose of obtaining 
the rights for him, but not for the 
corporations which he headed. 
Richards then reminded Fox that the 
Fox-Case Corp. furnished the ex- 
penses for Joy’s trip, but Fox said 


was | that the corporation had been reim- 
| resumed last Thursday (7) before | bursed. 


It developed that Fox spent $40,000 


sound moving picture |the Tri-Ergon rights in June. 1927, 
invention rights in America from the | but paid nothing on the option in 


isa 








Cromwell Gets ‘Zenda,’ 
| Ronald Colman Starred 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
John Cromwell will direct “The 
Prisoner of Zenda,’ starring Ronald 
Colman, for Selznick-International. 
Wells Root and Leo Birinski are 
adapting the Anthony Hope play. 
Production is slated for Feb. 15. 








Roxy Reorg Plan 
Hearings Now Set 
For Jan. 29 in N.Y. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Hearing on the proposed plan of 
| Roee pean sen of the Roxy theatre, 
iN. Y., on Wednesday (6) was post- 
| poned by Federal Judge Francis | 
| Caffey from Jan. 15 to Jan. 29 at the 


| request of White & Case, attorneys 
| for the Pounds Committee, framers 
of the plan, in order that sufficient 
| time may be had to submit it to de- | 
positors. 

The Court also granted the at- 
| torneys’ request that in the event a 
|requisite number of depositors ac- 
|eept the plan by failing to signify 
their dissent they would be privi- 
leged to submit the plan on Jan. 29 
without further delay. 


The attorneys turned over to the 
|Court a report of the financial stand- 
ing of the Roxy as of July 2 last 
which reveals the following securi- 
ties and claims against the corpora- 
tion including prior lien receiver cer- 
tificates amounting to $250,000; first 
mortgage 64% gold bonds, $3,595.,- 
208; five year secured 642% sinking 
fund gold notes, $1,548,000, and 
equity receivership accounts payable 
amounting to $52,345. Claims of gen- 
eral creditors amount to $70,633. 
The report shows also there are 125,- 
000 class A stock and 350,000 shares 
of common stock outstanding. The 
total, exclusive of stock, amounts to 
$5,516,186. 


CANTOR AS ALT BABA 








IN 1ST 20TH-FOX TUNER | 


| 








Hollywood, Jan. 12. | 

‘His Arabian Nights’ will be Eddie | 
Cantor’s first starring picture for 
20th-Fox. Previously Darryl Za-| 
nuck had slated ‘Saratoga Chips’ as 
the initialer, ‘Nights’ is to be an} 
elaborate musical version of ‘A | 
Thousand and One Arabian Nights’ 
and Cantor will play role of Ali 
Baba. 

Gene Fowler did the story and 
Laurence Schwab will produce. 
starting around March 1, ‘Chips’ 
will be Cantor’s second. 


WB Releases Craven 
To Direct B’way ‘Glory’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Warners has given Frank Craven 
a six-week leave as assistant to 
Bryan Foy so he may direct the Nat 
Perrin play, ‘Glory for All,’ on} 
Broadway. 

Gordon Hollingshead will aide Foy | 
instead of Buster Collier, Jr., who} 
moves to London production spot for 
WB. Hollingshead will handle west- | 
erns, first of which will be Dick Fo- | 
ran’s ‘Petticoat Ranch,’ now being | 
written by Anthony Coldeway. 











| 





October, 1926, when it appears a con- 
tract was made. It was also brought 


tures were inaugurated, and that at 


produced pictures. Fox, in a coi- 
loquy regarding the relative merits 
of reproducing sound from disk or 
from film, declared he favored the 





| latter process. 


—=—=—=ry 


Glanvill Enthoven Withdrawal 
From British Film Financing 
Keynotes Pix Situation Abroad 


+ 


London, Jan. 12. 

Looks very much like British film 
production has come up against that 
w.k. economic denominator and wil] 
have to take time out to get the 
tangles unwound. Twickenham Films 
last week went boom, with a ree 
ceiver appointed and liabilities like« 
ly to be near $2,000,000. This started 
a whole series of rumors and reports 
in and about Wardour Street and a 
near panic was started immediately 
afterward by the announcement that 
Glanvill Enthoven & Co. had dee« 
cided to wash its hands of any fure 
ther financing of pictures. 

Glanvill Enthoven is a big city 
insurance broker and perhaps the 
most prominent in recent years in 
film financing. In conjunction with 
Lloyd’s, firm advanced considerable 
money to various of the more ime 
portant indies as well as majors 
against guaranteed releases and part 
production costs. 

Conservative estimate is that Glan- 
vill Enthoven had invested about 
$30,000,000 in film biz, with unsatis- 
factory results before it decided, last 
week, that enough was enough. 

While there are still important 
bankers and insurance brokers left 
for film biz to turn to; it is undoubte 
ediy a serious blow, especially since 


. it is figured to be merely the first of 


a series of such back-outs. 
Hagen’s Three Cos, 

In the matter of Twickenham, a 
receiver was named for the three 
companies involved, all headed by 
Julius Hagen. Liabilities are exe 
pected to reach about $2,500,000, 
Temporary arrangements have been 
made for takeover, however, with 


| John Maxwell (British International) 
| understood ready to take over the 
| distributing company (Twickenham 


Film Distributors), which has five 
completed pictures on hand and six 
not quite ready. 

Also understood that Warner Bros. 
(London) will buy out the debenture 
holders of Julius Hagen, Ltd., and 
Twickenham Film Studios. If this 
deal goes through, Warners’ idea be- 
ing to strengthen its British produc- 
tion, Hagen would remain in charge 
of production and studios. 


SCHULBERG BOWS OUT 
OF GERING-DESTE DEAL 


Deal under which B. P. Schulberg 
was placing Luli Deste, Viennesse 
actress, under a term contract, has 
been called off and the import may 
go to another producer. Miss Deste 
recently arrived from England where 
she had made a picture with Edward 
G. Robinson for Atlantic Films. 

Contract on her services, held by 
Marion Gering, former Paramount 
director, was to be assumed by 
Schulberg, according to agreement 
between Gering and Schulberg, but 
latter since cooled on the deal. 
Both are on the Coast now. 


WB Frees Dvorak 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Ann Dvorak’s contract at Warners 
has been settled amicably and the 
actress will freelance. 
She recently completed two pic- 
tures at RKO. 














Jane Withers Finales 
P.A.’s in Chi, Then Pix 


Jane Withers, 20th-Fox starlet, 
who played the Metropolitan, Bos- 
ton, last week for Paramount and is 
in New York now, leaves tomorrow 
(Thurs.) to fill a date for RKO at 
the Palace, Cleveland. Thence 10 
RKO Palace, Chicago, for the wind- 
up. 

She goes back to the Coast from 


out that Fox spent millions in the | 
film industry after the sound pic- |! 


one time for the Fox Theatre Corp. | 
operated a chain of 200 theatres and | 


'there to prepare fo. her next at the 
/20th plant. The child actress re- 
jcently completed ‘Holy Terror, scon 
ito be released. 


WB’s ‘Talent Scout’ Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Louis King will direct ‘Talent 
'Scout,’ Warners’ entry in the cycle 
‘of major studio productions dea!'ng 
with picture making. 
Craig Reynolds, Jane Madden and 
| Rosalind Marquis top cast. 


| 
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President Cues Congress That 107, 
Tax on Admissions Must Stick 


+ 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Continuance of 10% 
levy for another year was advocated 
last week by President Roosevelt in 
the annual budget message to Con- 


admissions 


gress. 

Crossing up advance dope which 
had him preparing to urge abolition 
of nuisance taxes which produce 
small amounts, Prez told lawmakers 
that government revenue require- 
ments necessitate perpetuation of all 
miscellaneous imposts. If Congress 
wants to drop any, it must enact a, 
substitute which will bring in equiv- 
alent cash. 

Backing up F. D.’s request for 
one-year extension of all present 
taxes, Budget Bureau statisticians 
made a back-hand recommendation 
against any modification in the ad- 
mish levy. Attempting to head off 


at 4lc figure experts showed 
three-fourths of the income 
from this source would evaporate 
if the levy is not continued as is. 
To return to the schedule as it was 
before 1932 would knock $15,240,000 
out of Uncle Sam’s 1937 pocketbook. 

Confidence that amusements are 
headed for better business and will 
profit from the general boom was 
reflected in budget figures. Antici- 
pating freer spending, President told 
Congress in his analysis of antici- 
pated revenues that ‘sundry taxes 
are expected to increase $6,000,000, 
reflecting principally the normal 
concomitant of returning prosperity 
in the increased pse of telephone, 
telegraph, radio, etc., as well as an 
increased number of admissions to 
theatres, concerts, etc.’ 


See More Revenue 


On the strength of this outlook, 
budgeteers boosted the estimate for 
the current year in addition to fore- 
casting a big rise in the govern- 
ment’s share of box-office receipts 
in 1937-38. Treasury guessers saw 
a yield of $20,800,000 from ad- 
mish levy in fiscal year starting 
July 1. This is $3,700,000 more than 
was collected in 1935-36 and about 
$5,500,000 ahead of the government’s 
take for 1934-35. 

Encouraged by reports of fatter 
grosses during the past fall, esti- 
maters upped current year guess by 
$200,000. Treasury now looks for 
$19,700,000 from admish levy from 
July 1, 1936 to June 30, 1937, instead 
of $19,500,000 calculated when this 
year’s budget was drafted a year 
ago. 

The President’s message wiped out 
hopes that the joint Congressional 
committee studying burdensome 
taxes might recommend modification 
of the theatre tax in immediate fu- 
ture. While the House and Senate 
can make any changes they desire 
in the present schedule, seems cer- 
tain now that bill drafters will pro- 
pose extention of the 10% gyp with- 
out alteration for another year. 


now 
that 





Montgomery Reading 
Pair for Brit. Int'l 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Douglass Montgomery is reading 
two scripts sent by British Inter- 
national and in event he okays them 
he will go to London shortly. 

They are ‘Under Western Eyes,’ an 
orig by Joseph Conrad, and ‘Star of 
the Circus,’ by John Monk Saunders. 








Mistinguett Just Lookin’ 
Around H’wood, She Says 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Mistinguett, top French revue 
name, in town for past week, seeing 





the sights. Not interested in films, 


She says, although she recently made | 
one in France. 


She of the famous legs, whose age | 


aoe benevolently given by local | 

ilies at 47, confirmed her forth- | 
Coming marriage with Chicago | 
brok er. j 


After seeing her fill of studios, will 
travel north this week to San Fran- 
Cisco, then back across country. 





Calif.’s New - ies 


linstliistiate Jan. 12. 

Legislature on Monday got a bill, 
believed aimed at femme picture 
players, to compel married women 
with incomes to support indigent 
parents. Other measures before the 
state solons would repeal right to 
sue for alienation of affections and 
permit breach of promise suits only 
when supported by written contract. 

Labor groups are behind a move 
to shift the entire burden of unem- 


ployment insurance to employers, 
instead of splitting cost with 
workers. 





CHI SCHOOL BD 
TO OK $60,000 
MVICKERS BID 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 


the take-over of the 
MeVickers theatre by Balaban & 
Katz for Jones, Linick & Schaefer 
operation is practically set, follow- 
ing a revision of the bids for the 
house, which has been dark for sev- 
eral months. School Board, owners 
of the 2,800-seater, turned down the 
original offer of $48,000 annual rental 
but has indicated that it’s ready to 
okay the new bid of $60,000 made 
by B. & K. 

Only hitch in the consummation of 
the deal last week was the term of 
the lease, with B. & K. holding out 
for a 30-year paper? School Board, 
at first unwilling to signature for 30 
years and desiring a shorter term, 
has changed its mind on the matter 
and now appears also in favor of 
the three-decade agreement. 

House will be taken by B. & K. 
and turned over to J-L-S for opera- 
tion on a straight 50-50 deal to run 
for the duration of the lease. J. L. & 
S. will receive a fixed management 
fee, but will share and share alike 
with B. & K. either losses or profits. 
If at any time either of the two par- 
ties doesn’t shoulder its share of the 
losses if any, it drops out of the 
picture. 

Policy for the house not yet de- 
cided, with vaudfilm, similar to the 
State-Lake, being considered. 


FOX, DETROIT, REORG 
PLAN DECISH SOON 


Detroit, Jan. 12. 

Reorganization plan for the Fox 
theatre here is being opposed by 
minority stockholders in Federal 
Court this week, and decision is ex- 
pected in a week or 10 days. 

The plan, proposed by the Col- 
wood Corp., nominal mortgagor, 
would provide for leasing of 
the theatre to National Theatres 
and an exchange of bonds for stock. 
The plan, according to minority ob- 
jectors, would favor directors of the 
Colwood company to the detriment 
of other bondholders. 

Intervention by minority stock- 





Deal for 








holders was ordered recently by the | 


public trust commish, which charged 
that actual cost of the theatre, ex- 
clusive of ‘carrying charges,’ was less 
than the original $6,400,000 bond is- 
sue and that William Fox, who was 
behind the Colwood Corp., had set 
up a ‘kick-back’ system whereby Fox | 
received thousands of dollars from | 
| various parties concerned in con- 


| struction of the building. 


Ursula Parrott at M-G 


Ursula Parrott will go to Holly- 
wood late this month under a deal 
with Metro. 

She'll adapt an untitled orig she 
wrote recently for films, 


UW. ARIET ied Bue 














FDR HOT FOR BI 


Z CONTROL 





WOULD DIREGTLY 


From Production to Distribu- 


NRA 


Retaining Certain 
Principles 





OTHER BILLS IN HOPPER | 





Washington, Jan. 12. 

Statutes broadening Federal con- 
trol over all branches of industry, 
affecting every ramification of the 
film business, and reviving at least 
certain principles of the NRA will 
be enacted at this session of Con- 
gress. 

With the New Deal committed to 
the policy of greater regulation of 
economic activity, President Roose- 
velt Wednesday (6) paved the way 
for ambitious new business control 
laws by stating in his annual mes- 
sage to the national legislature that, 
although NRA has been outlawed, 
the problems which it was created to 
solve still exist. This invitation to 
revive business regulation was ac- 
cepted promptly by a horde of law- 
makers who rushed to introduce 
bills affecting hours and wages, Fed- 
eral licensing, anti-trust policies, 
price-fixing, and assorted topics of 
related nature. 

The film industry was singled out 
as usual with customary array of 
anti-block-booking measures going 
in the hopper. More than a half- 
dozen members put in bills which 
will have a direct effect on the pic- 
ture business, all of them pretty 


much identical with former pro- 
posals to bring the industry under 
government supervision or regu- 
lation. 


Following the President’s indirect 
endorsement of new business control 
measures, chief attention ‘ centered 
on the O’Mahoney-Mead bill, which 
has the blessing of many reform 
groups and to date is the most sig- 
nificant proposition of its type. This 
measure, giving the Federal Trade 
Commission dictatorial powers, em- 
bodies a host of unprecedented 
policies. It was put before both 
branches, Senator Joseph C. O’Ma- 
honey of Wyoming and Representa- 
tive James M. Mead of New York 
being promoters. 

No Mistaking Intent 

The President did not give his 
support to any particular scheme or 
throw out any concrete hints about 
the sort of law he would like Con- 
gress to write. But his speech was 
a plain indication that he will not be 

(Continued on page 59) 
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AFFECT ALL FILMS 


| Garbo Into Carthay, L. A.| 


tion—President Strong for | 


| Metro will put on an extra heavy 





| coast premiere. opens Friday (15) 


Day, 4)-Hour Week Bill in Calif. 


Assembly Threat to Film Makers 





sittninen Jan. 12. 
film, ‘Camille,’ goes 
Circle Jan. 29. 


New 
into the 


Garbo 
Carthay 


exploitation campaign for the west 


at the Capitol, N. Y.] 

House will remain dark during the 
three-week interim between closing 
of ‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) on Jan. 
10 and arrival of ‘Camille.’ 


LOEWS REALTY 
NET, $423,699, 
S.E.C. SHOWS 


Washington, Jan. 12. 
With aggregate receipts exceed- 
ing $7,000,000, Loew’s Theatre Realty 
Corp., wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Loew’s, Inc., made a profit of $423,- 
699 last fiscal year, report to Securi- 
ties & Exchange Commission showed 











last week, 

| Annual statement showed the 
realty unit, which controls six sub- 
sids of its own, took in $6,691,716 
miscellaneous income and $500,389 
from rents. Operations cost $3,721,- 
901, booking fees $322,400, and rent 
$913,000. The subsidiaries contributed 
$813,897 of the miscellaneous reve- 
nue and $11,055 of the rent. 


Denver’s ‘Sterilized Air’ 


Ads Offset Flu Inroads 


Denver, Jan. 12. 


After considering closing theatres 
because of the severity of the flu 
epidemic, the board of health de- 
cided against it, holding that the 
peak of such epidemics are usually 
passed before their severity is real- 
ized and that no good would be ac- 
complished by closing theatres. The 
public schools extended their Christ- 
mas vacation a week. 

At the beginn:ng of the flu scare 
theatres plugged ‘fresh, sterilized air’ 
in their ads, and thus kept business 
up to and above normal in spite of 
the fact that the board of health ad- 
vised against public gatherings. 














Lack of Funds May Crimp U. S. 
Investigation of Telephone Co. 





Washington, Jan. 12. 

Pruning knife will be applied Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
next year under retrenchment pro- 
gram outlined to Congress by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt Friday. 

Making numerous slashes all along 
the line in 1938 appropriation esti- 
mates, Prez proposed cut of $260,000 
in outlay for FCC. Bulk of the slash 





signifies end of the telephone inves- 
~ | tigation, with nearly all temporary 
| personne] due to get the gate. Defi- 
| ciency allotment will permit contin- 
| uance for six months more, with 


| final stanza due in the fall. 
Although special probe staff will 
be dropped almost in toto, Commish 
will have more cash 
regular activities. Budget contains 
an increase of $100,000 for general 
administrative expenses, 
for additional work in connection 
with radio features of sea safety act. 
Only other important new item is a| 
$54,000 grant for new monitoring 





next year for | 


principally | 


equipment at one of the Commish 
testing stations. 

With present cash expected to run 
out about Feb. 1, Commissioner Paul 
Walker, telephone division head and 
probe director, has asked for $350,- 
000 to finish the inquiry into A.T.&T. 
affairs. Some of this will carry over 
into the year starting July 1. 

Despite the appropriation boost, 
budget guessers expect actual drop 
in Commish expenses next year. 
This is mostly due to expectation 
that Congress will shut off funds 
for the telephone probe. Expendi- 
ture estimate for 1938 is $1,615,000, a 
drop of $235,000 below current year 
and $647,374 under actual outlay for 
1936. By June. official figures show, 
Commish will have used $1,103,958 
getting the low-down on the tele- 
| phone situation. 

Less than a dozen new hands will 
be hired, while around 200 persons 
connected with the telephone inquiry 
will be dropped. Most of the new- 
comers will be experts, including a 
scientist, two engineers, two attor- 
neys, and four accountants. Per- 





taxation 


burden 


Sacramento, Jan. 12. 


Picture industry, for the first time 
in many legislative sessions, ap- 


parently faces no serious threat of 
further 


state taxation unless the 
chain store tax bill, drawn to include 


all theatres, service stations, etc., is 
passed. 


Both Republicans and Democrats 
generally agree that the present 
system is adequate and 
is no use in adding further 
to taxpayers when state 
elections are coming up in 1938. 
However, when the session started 
many bills, affecting all industry, in- 
cluding film making, were tossed 
into the hopper. Some are: Pro- 
posal for a five-day, 40-hour week; 
sales tax repeal with plan to boost 
the income tax; assessment of real 
estate for tax purposes on basis of 
actual valuation, and increase in old 
age pensions and orphan aid which 
would boost all taxes. 
First legislative attack on wun- 
licensed horse-race bookies came in 
a bill introduced by Assemblyman 
Samuel W. Yorty of Los Angeles, 
providing for state operated pari- 
mutuel setups in specified districts. 
12% to State 
Bill would limit the number of 
off-track pari-mutuel shops and 
would give the state added revenue 
in the form of 12% of total bets and 
breakage. Measure is the first move 
in an attempt to grab for the state 
some of the coin now being pocketed 
by approximately 400 unlicensed 
bookies throughout the state. 
Another racetrack bill authored 
by Senator Sanborn Young of Los 
Gatos, hits at narcotic practices al- 
legedly indulged in. His measure 
provides that any person who in- 
fluences or connives with an owner, 
jockey, groom or other person in 
any stable, kennel, horse or dog race 
to prearrange the result of a race, 
or who stimulates an animal to win, 
is guilty of a felony. 
There is no indication as to the 
reaction on Yorty’s measure, but it 
is considered highly probable that 
the session will result in some type 
of legislation intended to curb un- 
licensed off-track betting. 


BETTER FILMS FEMMES 
ALL HET UP. IN BHAM 


Birmingham. Jan. 12. 


The rigid censorship which has 
prevailed in the "Ham for years is 
about to be cracked wide-open de- 
spite a march on the city hall last 
week by petticoats representing the 
Better Films Council. Within a few 
days one of the most stringent cen- 
sorship methods in the south may 
be completely revised. 

Petterson Marzoni, former picture 
editor of the News is slated to take 
charge of the amusement inspector’s 
office but if such a thing happens it 
will be over the hardboiled protests 
of a whole flock of femmes who re- 
sent the idea of Mrs. Harriet B. 
Adams being demoted to assistant. 

A large group of women who serve 
as members of the Better Films 
Council appeared before the city 
dads last week and told them they 
didn’t like the idea the least bit. 
For one reason they inferred they 
didn’t like the idea of a man having 
a say-so over the morals of young 
people. They made it plain that it 
was a woman’s job. 

Marzoni who left the News several 
months ago was the first picture 
editor in the United States. He has 
been reviewing pictures for 23 years, 


there 

















Loretta Young, Ty Power 
Top 20th’s ‘Metropole’ 


Hollywood, Jan, 12. 


Loretta Young and Tryone Power 
will top cast of ‘Cafe Metropole’ at 
20th-Fox. 

Jacques Deval, French playwright, 
is scripting. Nunnally Johnson will 
produce, Edward H. Griffith di- 








| sonnel will total 378 next year. 


recting. . 























ee 


SS 


Se Slate 


aca 


== REE es i 
- Pe eee - 


— - 


AALS ESAT EPL TOLLS I Oe 








| 











j 
; 
i 
i} 
; 
: 


VARIETY 


“ig, 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, January 13, 1937 








Just Too Cold and 


Go Pic Shopping; 


Wet for L. A. to 
Hefty $31,700 for 


Million; ‘Diggers 20; H.0.'s Oke 


—— 





Los Angeles, Jan, 12. 

Heavy rains, followed by extreme 
cold, hurt trade in 
with a few exceptions, where even 
the elements couldn’t keep ’em 
back. Town’s leader is ‘One in a 
Million,” the Sonja Henie film, 
which looks like a neat $31,700 at the 
day-date State and Chinese. 


Fox West Coast currently added 


iis deluxe Wilshire (Beverly Hills) 
theatre to its continued first-run | 
ranks, house day-dating with the 


United Artists 
low house for 
On basis of trade opening week, ob- | 
servers would not be surprised to 
see house shortly made a first-run 
situation. On first day of initial 
moveover, Wilshire trade topped the 
Chinese by several hundred dollars, 
which is argued as a good omen, 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
1.10-1.65)—‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) 


(downtown) on fol-| 
the State-Chinese. | 


(7th-final week). Winding up six 
weeks and five day run, ‘Lloyds’ 
drew satisfactory $3,900 in latter. 


Last week, aided by heavy holiday 
trade, neat at $8,000. 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028: 30-40- 
55)—‘One in a Million’ (20th) and 
‘Sinner Take All’ (MG) dual. Head- 
ing for another substantial week at 
$13,700. Last week, ‘Thin Man’ 
(MG) and ‘Woman-Wise’ (20th) with 
New Year’s trade, hit nifty $18,700, 
plenty profitable. 


Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Gold Diggers’ (FN) and ‘King 
of Hockey’ (WB) dual. Warner 
musical flash got away to fine start 
and looks headed for $9,000 in eight 
days, better than average. Last 
week, ‘Three Men on Horse’ (FN) 
and ‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) six days 
on second week, helped by holiday 
trade to better than $7,800. 


Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-40-55)— 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA) (3rd week). Af- 
ter smart holiday trade, opus starting 
to drop and at $3,000 will be okay. 
Second week neat at $4,400. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- 


the first runs | 


| of Ladies’ 


|} and ‘Fugitive From Sky’ (WB), $15,- 
| 000, fair. 





| Metropolitan (2,400; 25-35-55)— 
‘Accused’ (UA) and ‘Garden of 
| Allah’ (UA). Good $16,000. Last | 

week, ‘Born to Dance’ (MG) and | 


‘Flying Hostess’ (U) (2d week), $17,- 
| 000, fine. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Gold 
Diggers’ (WB) and Captain’s Kid’ 
(WB) open today (Wednesday ). Last 


week ‘College Holiday’ (Par) and 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) (2d week) | 
$16,000, excellent. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Beware 


(Rep) and ‘Along Came 
Love’ (Par). Okay $9,500. Last week 
‘Black Cat’ (WB) and ‘Hats Off’ 
(WB), $11,000, fine. 


BUFF. GOES FOR 
CAMILLE,” 166 








Buffalo, Jan. 12. 
: Following one of strongest weeks 
In years at local boxoffices, current 
period seems to be getting back to 
normal. ‘Camille’ is building rapidly 
at the Buffalo; “Thin Man,’ in for a 
second run at the Lakes, continues 
strong, and ‘Pennies,’ held over at 
the Lafayette, is shooting plenty 
high. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Camille’ (MG). Certain of substan- 
tial business; possible $16,000. Last 
week, ‘After the Thin Man’ (MG), 
hit the ceiling for socko $27,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Accusing Finger’ (Par) and ‘Down 
the Stretch’ (WB). Back to regular 
fare and routine business. Maybe 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Banjo on My 
Knee’ (20th) and ‘15 Maiden Lane’ 
(20th), got tiptop $11,400. 








65) ‘Gold Diggers’ (FN) and ‘King of 
Hockey’ (WB), dual. Return of 
‘Gold Diggers’ to WB screen qu:te a 
local event as $11,000 testifies. Last 
week, holdover of “Three Men on 
Horse’ (FN) and ‘Fugitive in Sky’ 
(WB) six days. Came up to expecta- 
tions for neat $7,500, aided by holi- 
day trade. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Love and Kisses’ (Melody) and 
‘Polo Joe’ (WB), dual, and vaude- 


‘ville. Weaver Bros. and Elvira, back 


in vaude, get credit for most of $9,500 
draw. Last week, ‘Mummy’s Boys’ 
(RKO) and vaude, hit smash $13,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55) 
—Girl from Paris’ (RKO) and 
‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), dual (2d wk). 
Holdover is for six days, with weak 
$200 in sight. First week sweet at 


Paramount (Partmar) (3.595; 30- 
40-55) —‘College Holiday’ (Par) and 
stage show (2d wk). Another hold- 
over that on six days will do satis- 
factory $10,500. Initial week smash 
$28,000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Girl from 
Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Racing Lady’ 
(RKO), dual (2d week). Second 
stanza (6 days) poor at $5,800. First 
‘week very good at $11,700. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75)—‘One in a Million’ (20th) and 
‘Sinner Take All’ (MG), dual. Heavy 
rains and extreme cold held down 
trade, although $18,000 not to be 


sneezed at. Last week, “Thin Man’ 
(MG) and ‘Woman-Wise’ (20th), tops 
at $24,000. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55)—‘After the Thin Man’ 
(MG) and ‘Woman-Wise’ (20th), 
dual. Moveover of ‘Thin Man’ head- 


ing for sweet $10,800, which pretty 
near a record. Last week ‘Stow- 
away’ (20th) and ‘Chan at Opera’ 
(20th), below’ expectations at 


$5,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296; 30-40-55-65) 
—‘After the Thin Man’ (MG) and 
*Woman-Wise’ (20th) dual. Initial 
week of this nabe deluxer as a con- 
tinued first-run house is giving it 
top take for all time; $12,000. 





B’KLYN BACK TO SLEEP 


‘Accused’ and ‘Allah,’ $16,000, Good 
But Other Duals Mild 





Brooklyn, Jan. 12. 


Things are quieting down now that 
holidays are gone, but biz satisfac- 
tory at majority of downtown de- 
luxers, with Loew’s Met best. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-55)—‘We Who 
Are About to Die’ (RKO) and ‘Crack 
Up’ (Fox). Okay $15,000. Last week, 
‘Stowaway’ (20th) and ‘Plot Thick- 
ens’ (RKO), $16,000, satisfactory. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Sing Me a 
Love Song’ (WB)) and ‘Lady From 
Nowhere’ (Col). Mild $14,000. Last 
week, ‘More Than Secretary’ (Col) 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Thin Man’ (MG) (2d wk) down- 
town. Still moving okay: $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), got 
nice $11,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Rem- 
brandt’ (UA) and ‘All American 
Chump’ (MG). Average $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Smartest Girl in Town’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mad Holiday’ (MG), 
$7,600. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Great b.o. and will probably 
do $10,000. Last week gross ap- 
- high-water mark at over 


Temple, $7,000 ; ‘Winterset,’ 
$3,000, Tops in Birm’ham 


Birmingham, Jan. 12. 

‘Winterset’ and ‘Stowaway’ are 
tops along amusement row this 
week. Things look pretty good gen- 
erally this week, provided the 
weather breaks properly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800: 
30-35-40 )—‘Stowaway’ (20th). Shir- 
ley still takes them, $7,000, pretty 
good. Last week ‘Born to Dance’ 
(MG), okie doke at $8,000. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)—‘More 
Than a Secretary’ (Col). Moderate 
at $1,900. Last week ‘Great Guy’ 

















Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject te Change) 





Week of Jan. 15 

Capitel—‘After the Thin Man’ 
(MG) (4th wk). 

Criterion—Great Guy 
(3d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don’ (20th) (14). 

Paramount—‘The Plainsman’ 
(Par) (13). 

Rialto— Hideaway Girl’ (Par) 
(12). 

Rivoli—‘Men Are Not Gods’ 
(London) (16). 


(GN) 


Roxy—‘One in a Million’ 
(20th) (3d wk). 
Strand—‘Black Legion’ (WB) 


(16). 


Week of Jan. 22 
Capitol—‘Camille’ (MG). 
Music Hall—‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don’ (20th) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Under Cover of Night’ 
(MG) (20). 

Rivoli—‘Men Are Not Gods’ 
(London) (2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Three Smart 
(U). 

Strand—‘Black Legion’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 


Girls’ 











(GN), $2,200, moderately good. 

Ritz (Wilby-Kincey) (1,600; 25-30) 
—‘Winterset’ (RKO). Good public- 
ity is getting dandy crowds and 
should top $3,000. Last week “Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) slipped to $2,200, 
SO-SO. 

Pantages (Wilby-Kincey) (2,300; 
30-40 )—‘Love Letters’ (U) and ‘Par- 
lez Vous Paree’ unit. Latter getting 
the play; house runs only three days 
a week. This week got around $4,- 
300, darn good. Last week, ‘Let’s 
Make a Million’ (Ind) and ‘Swing 
Time Varieties’ unit, got around $2,- 
300, -fair. 

Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (800; 25)— 
‘Harvester’ (Rep). Another pic 
scheduled to go in later in week, but 
not yet decided upon. ‘Harvester’ 
for four days will get around $1,- 
200. Last week, ‘Danie! Boone’ 
(RKO) around $1,800. 


‘Paris, Lederer 
Getting Okay 
$16,500 in St. L. 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 

Sleet storm starting Friday (8) 
evening, following an all-day rain, 
put a crimp in the b.o. activity at 
cinema palaces, but, with weather 
clearing (9), biz-began to pick up. 

Fight for best b.o. honors will be 
between ‘Plainsman’ at the 5,000- 
seater Fox and ‘That Girl from 
Paris,’ augmented by Francis Lederer 
on stage, at Ambassador. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40-55) 
—Girl from Paris’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Francis Lederer on stage 
helping to big $16,500. Last week 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and stage 
show ended with $18,500, swell. 

Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55 )—The 
Piainsman’ (Par). Fine opening 
points to $16,300, okay. Last week 
‘One in a Million’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Waitress’ (RKO), finished with $17,- 
500, very good. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55)— 











Auto Strike, Flu Unhealthy for Det. 
B.0.s; ‘Pennies, 0&J Unit, Big $34,000 





Detroit, Jan. 12. 

Auto strikes and flu scare putting 
big dent in b.o.’s downtown as well 
as in the nabes. 

Only one house, the Fox, playing 
‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Col) plus 
Olsen-Johnson unit, is showing any- 
thing currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
| ‘Love Letters of a Star’ (U) plus 
‘Stowaway’ (20th), dual. Shirley 








Temple flicker moved here after. 


| bumper session at Fox. House holds 
up well at $5,000. Last week bang- 
| up $9,500 with ‘Chan at Opera’ (20th) 
plus ‘Can’t Get Away’ (U). 

Downtown (Indie) (2,400; 25-35)— 
‘4 Aces’ (Ind), plus ‘Love and 
Kisses’ (Ind), dual. Doing oke at 
$2,000. Nice $3,500 last session on ‘I 
Cover Chinatown’ (Ind) and ‘House 
of Secrets’ (Ind). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 
‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Col) and 
| Olsen-Johnson on stage. Lone house 
| doing biz in face of auto strikes and 
|ffu scare, and plenty at $34,000. 
Hotcha $36,000 last week on ‘One in 


30-40-65 )— 








a Million’ (20th) plus Francis Led- 
erer on stage. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Winterset’ (RKO). N.s.g. 
at $7,500, which doesn’t -spell h.o. 
Oke $8,000 last week on ‘Garden of 
Allah’ (UA) (2d week), following 
good $11,500 first session. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—Sing Me a Love Song’ 
(WB) and ‘American Pageant of 
Youth’ unit on stage. House off at 
$20.000. Fine $29,500 last stanza on 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) plus Ina Ray 
Hutton ork. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘General Spanky’ (MG) and 
‘College Holiday’ (Par). Latter opus 
moved here after nice session at 
Michigan, and still doing oke at 
$7,000. Hot $9,500 last week on ‘Polo 
Joe’ (WB) and ‘Jungle Princess’ 
(Par). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-65)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
(2d week). Continues at oke $8,500 
following first seven days of $17,000, 
aided by New Year’s Eve prices. 
Pulls out Thursday (14), 


Flu, Unseasonable Weather, Strikes g 


Taking Their B. 0, Toll All Ove 





‘After Thin Man’ (MG) (2d wk). Still 
okay at $11,200 pace; $24,000 collect- 
ed first week, when biz was biggest 
since ‘Night at Opera’ (MG), 18 
months ago. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-40)—‘3 
Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘One in a Mil- 
lion’ (20th) (both 2d run). Swell 
start and should collect $13,000 for 
biggest in months. Last week ‘Col- 
lege Holiday’ (Par) and ‘Jungle 
Princess’ (RKO) got $12,000, nice. 


Shubert-Rialto (F&M) (1,725; 25- 
40)—‘Shuttered (8) due to trouble | 
with IATSE. Last week ‘Flying 


Down to Rio’ (RKO) and ‘Rich Rela- 
tions’ (Sup) got $1,800, poor. 

St. Leuis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Jane Turner’ (RKO) and stage show. 
Only fair $6,000 in sight for this one. 
Last week ‘Go West, Young Man’ 
(Par) and stage show climbed to 
$8,000, above average. 


‘COLLEGE CHEER 
IN WASH. $15,000 





Washington, Jan, 12. 

This week generally oke, but it’s 
last week that’s still causing the talk. 
Capitol, largest local showshop, 
smashed all-time record and Belasco, 
local foreign flicker spot, folded. 

Capitol, playing ‘After the Thin 
Man’ and ‘Folies Parisienne’ unit 
last week, had line at b. o. from 
opening day and played two extra 
midnight shows. Staff still groggy 
from eight-day run, with last day 
tops for the stanza, 

Estimates for This Week 


Belasco (Radin) (1,100; 25-35-50)— 
Folded last Tuesday (5). Plans to 
reopen either with legit or vaudfilm 
policy. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) and vaude. 
Some help from Salici Puppets add- 
ing toward probable good $23,000. 
Last week, ‘After the Thin Man’ 
(MG) and ‘Folies Parisienne’ unit, 
smashed all records with $44,000 in 
eight days. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583: 25-40)— 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (2d run). 
Fourth week on mainstem headed for 
big $4,500. Last week same pie won 
swell $7,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60-70) 
—‘Sing Me Love Song’ (WB) and 
vaude. May sneak into black with 
$14,500. Last week, ‘God’s Country 
and Woman’ (WB), with Herbert 
Mundin and Little Jack Little on 
Stage, took good $18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘That Girl from Paris’ (RKO) (2d 
week). Holdover looking toward 
good $7,000. Last week same pic 
socked with $15,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Jungle 
Princess’ (Par). Shooting at big 

500. Last week ‘Smart Blonde’ 
(WB) good $5,000. 

: Palace (Loew) (2,363: 26-35-60)— 
College Holiday’ (Par). Ought to 
get by with satisfactory $15,000. Last 
week ‘Camille’ (MG) (2d week) 
built to big $14,000. 
; Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55 )— 
It Happened One Night’ (Col.) (re- 
vival).. Probable oke $2,000. Last 
week ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ (Par) 


took fair $1,800 in second downtown 
revival, 


‘MILLION,’ $16,000, TOPS 
FLU-HIT CINCY B. 0.’S 


Cincinnati, Jan. 12. 

Definite trade tumble along cinema 
front currently. It’s the letdown 
from holiday splurge, aggravated by 
epidemic of flu. 

‘One in a Million’ is this week’s 
b.o. topper. 

Estimates for This Week 


_ Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘One 
in a Million’ (20th). Smiles all 
around, $16,000. Last week ‘Thin 
Man’ (MG), in seven and one-half 
days, got $26,500, burg’s top mark of 
the season. 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 35-42)—'Thin 
Man’ (MG) (2d run). Getting $7,500, 
big. Last week ‘Stowaway’ (Fox) 
(2d run), $5,000, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 
‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) and ‘Mad 
Holiday’ (MG), split. Good $2,700. 
Last week ‘Missing Girls’ (Ind) and 
‘Yellow Cargo’ (GN), $3,000, great. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40) — 
‘Banjo On My Knee’ (20th). Second 
run and third downtown week, §$2.- 
400, n.s.h. Last week ‘Born to Dance’ 
(MG) (3d run), $3,300, swell. 

Keith’s ‘(Libson) (1.500: 30-40)— 
‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par). 
Poor at $3,500. Last week ‘Banjo’ 
(20th) (2d week), $6,000, dandy, fol- 
lowing $9,500 in first seven days. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1.400: 35-42)—‘Col- 
lege Holiday’ (Par) (2d run). Slow 
at $4,000. Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ 








15-25 )— 











(WB) (2d run), $3,500, limp. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Girl 


Auto strike in Detroit, marine 
strike in San Francisco (which is 
already worrying the Australians on 
the shortage of film shipments down 
under ), the flu epidemics brought on 
by the extraordinarily mild weather 
in some spots, and other complica- 
tions, cropped up this past week as 
a boxoffice hazard. In some spots it 
didn’t hurt; elsewhere it both« 
plenty. 

Weather was so mild last week 
|in New York that few, if any, the- 
atres turned on the heat up to Sun- 
day night. Saving in theatre opera- 


red 





tion was sizable, especially in the 
large picture theatres. 
Center, one of the largest of the 


legiters, 
item. 

Epidemic of influenza and grippe 
affected theatre and night club at- 
tendance. That was particularly 
true early last week. In one film 
office, with a force of 44 persons, 
50% were out ill. 


saved $1,500 on the heat 





Aute Troubles 
Detroit, Jan. 

With efforts to settle the 
spread auto strike at a stalemate, 
theatre managers in the state are 
dragging out the crying towels as 
the dent in b.o.’s continues to mount. 
Figured it'll take coupla weeks for 
cash registers to regain normal gate 
after the labor difficulties are ironed 
out, when and if. 

First real pinch started late last 
week, with a good 15% attendance 
drop-off throughout the territory, 
first-runners and nabes alike. Similar 
slump reported from Flint, Saginaw, 
Lansing, and other key cities of 
Michigan, where car assembly plants 
were forced to shut because of short- 
age caused by Detroit sit-down 
strikes. 

Crimp in the box offices deepens 
currently, with practically al! houses 
in this area away below normal. 
While the auto workers’ dimes are 
not depended on for sustenance by 
the better class niteries, legits, hotel 
spots, etc., strikes have created a 
general uneasiness among all classes, 
which is reflected in curtailed 
spending everywhere, 


12. 


wide- 





Anzac’s Worry 
Sydney, Dec. 22. 

American maritime strike is get- 
ting pretty serious over here for 
distribs. Although there are suffi- 
cient films to last for a while, the 
situation is becoming quite a worry 
and the film men are watching their 
supplies closely. 

Two Matson liners are heid up in 
San Francisco, two British boats 
trading to this port have been with- 
drawn, leaving only two boats ply- 
ing between this port and Van- 
couver. Some of the distribs are 
arranging for supplies ta come via 
England, and if the worst comes to 
the worst, instructions have been 
gotten out to shoot pix to Australia 
by air mail, running on a _ twice- 
weekly schedule. 

By boat from England, pix would 
take about six weeks to get here, 
whereas via the air route the time 
is under 14 days. Cost this way is 
very much higher, of course, which 
is the worry. 





Leuisville’s Threat 
Louisville, Jan. 12. 
Dr. Hugh Leavell, director of 
health, has announced that unless 
the influenza spread is checked, the 
theatres here will be closed. 
Recent extremely mild weather 
and excessive rainfall have greatly 
increased the number of flu cases. 





No Snow Trains 
New Haven, Jan. 12. 

Extremely mild weather is mak- 
ing a fool out of the expected boom 
season in snow-trains into the New 
England skiing territory. 
Reports from the fashionable New 
York and Boston shops are highly 
pessimistic on the merchandising end 
in view of the mild weather, result- 
ing in little winter sports’ equip- 
ment moving off the shelves. 





from Paris’ (RKO). Poor at $7,500. 


Last week ‘College Holiday’ (Par), 
$17,500, hefty. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 40-60)— 


‘Charlie Chan at the Opera’ (20th) 
and ‘Mardi Gras’ unit. Slow $10,000. 
Last week ‘Jane Turner’ (RKO) and 
Marcus show, eight days, disappoint- 
ing $14,000. 

Strand (Ind) (1,300; 15-25)—‘Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream’ (WB) and 
‘Libeled Lady’ (MG), split. Fair $).- 
600. Last week ‘No More Lack 
(MG) and ‘Pigskin Parade’ 
and ‘Don’t Turn ’Em Loose’ 


(20th) 
(RK 





Ist run, split, $2,300, swell. 
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Chi H.0’s Force Pennies’ Into 


Small House, $8,500, Nice; ‘Lloyds’ 


$17,000; ‘Thin Man, 2d Wk, 206 


| —‘After the Thin Man’ 





7% 
> 





Chicago, Jan. 12. 
Number of hold-over flickers in 
town holding down the total take 
around the theatres, but business 
generally has plenty of vigor. 


Strongest of the mewcomers are | 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ and ‘Lloyds 
of London.’ 
getting a splendid evening play, and 
indicates easy ability to stick for 
two weeks at the Garrick. Jam-up 
of pictures in the bigger houses ne- 
cessitated shifting pic to this tiny 


ot. 
SP rjold-overs are ‘Banjo On My 
Knee,’ ‘Plainsman,’ ‘Girl from Paris’ 
and ‘After the Thin Man,’ each of 
which turned in a good _ session 
last week. Indications are that the 
last-named picture will do the best 
job on the repeat stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-75 )— 

‘Banjo On My Knee’ (20th) (2d 


week). Will do around $5,500, neat, 
for second session after zipping 
through to excellent $10,300 last | 
week. 


Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) and stage show. 
Westerner showed fine power last 
week and is demonstrating ability to 
stick to $26,000, fine, for current 
waltz. Last week was good with 
$39,000; originally overestimated be- 
cause of holiday week’s expectancy. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Pennies from Heaven’ (Col). 
Crosby piece heading for pleasant 
$8,500. Last week ‘College Holiday’ 
(Par) got big $9,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55 )— 
‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) and vaude. 
Sophie Tucker headlining and ac- 
counting for big share of gross, 


which will be prosperous $20,000. | 


Last week holidays aided ‘Sinner 
Takes All’ (MG) to $19,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Giri from Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Riviera 
Revue’ unit on stage. Second week 
for flicker. Business settling some- 
what, but okay at $17,000. Last week 
was mammoth, with New Year’s Eve 
adding to stratospherie $38,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Lloyds’ (20th). Looks like b.o. 
winner from starting pace and is on 
way to $17,000, splendid. Last week 
‘Tarzan Escapes’ (MG) fell off after 
good start and ended with $13,700, 
most of the coin coming over the 
holiday week-end, 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700: 25-35- 
40)—‘Missing Girls’ (U) and vaude. 
Getting fine profit at $16,000. Has 
returned to its Saturday openings. 
Last week was nine-day stand, and 
packed in a top mark of $22,100 with 


"Don’t Turn ’Em Loose’ (RKO). 


United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-75 )—‘After Thin Man’ (MG) 
(2d week). Zipping currently to 
around $20,000, remarkable for sec- 
ond stanza after corraling socking 
$31,000 last week. 


L’ville Holds Okay B. O. 





Pace; ‘Plainsman,’ $8,500. 


Louisville, Jan. 12. 
Pace holding up well after terrific 
New Year’s biz, and all first runs will 
wind up with good grosses. Of the 
new product, ‘Plainsman’ and ‘Rain- 
w on the River’ are making the 
best showing. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s) (1,500; 
15-25-40 )—‘College Holiday’ (Par) 
and March of Time. Moved here 


from Rialto for second downtown 
week. Anticipate okay $2,800. Last 
week ‘Smart Girls’ (U), also in its 
second stanza after a shuffle from 
Strand, got mild $2,400. 
‘ Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
Dimples’ (20th) and ‘Wedding Pres- 
ent’ (Par), dual, splitting with 
Anthony Adverse’ (WB). Should 
corral good $2,300. Last week ‘Pig- 
skin Parade’ (20th) and ‘Craig’s Wife’ 
(Col), dual, splitting with ‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘15 Maiden 
Lane’ (20th), dual, okay $2,200. 
Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
Thin Man’ (MG). Hitting good 
$7,000 or better, Last week same 
film got smash $15,000, to better 


Mary Anderson (Libson) 


Bing Crosby flicker is | 


| 


25-40)—‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO), 
and ‘Make Way For Lady’ (RKO), 
dual. Bobby Breen’s radio following 
will help to better $5,400, fine. 
week ‘One in Million’ 
cellent $4,500. 


3 Girls Dig 
Okay $10,000 


(20th), ex- 








In K.C. Sleet 


Kansas City, Jan. 12. 
It’s weather vs. product currently, 
with former an odds-on favorite over 
weekend. Opening day there was a 
no parking order out for downtown 


area because of sleet storm, conse- 
|quently trade was exceptionally 
light. 

‘Garden of Allah’ stepping into 


the Mainstreet a comfortable session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 


‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) nicely 
ballyed and should touch $10,000, 
fine. Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 


cock-eyed the estimate and went for 
great $18,000. Best 
with exception of 
last spring. 


‘Adverse’ 


Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) and ‘Sinner | 
Take All’ (MG), dual. Town’s only 
first-run dualler looks for fair $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Camille’ (MG)| 
stumbled towards the finish, but} 
okay at $14,800. 

Newman (Par) (1,900: 25-40)— 


‘Great Guy’ (GN). 


good $7,600 for second week. 
Tower (Rewot-Fox) 

‘Chan at Opera’ (20th) 

Doing all right at $6,900. 


and vaude. 
Last week 


vaude got good $7,600. 


Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) (2nd 
run), $4,200, fair. ‘ 





QUICK, WATSON, ASPIRIN 


Lincoln Mgr. Learns About H.O.’s; 
‘Guy,’ $600, Ouch 


Lincoln, Jan. 12. 
Zero weather is the headliner this 
week and b.o. tempo slowed down. 
‘Three Smart Girls’ getting good ride 
at the Lincoln. 














kind, being held over because the 
first week was so bad, not because 
it was good. 

Estimates for This Week 


plus ‘Bugle Ann’ (MG), split with 
‘Red Salute’ (UA) and ‘Chan’ (20th) 
hit by cold on tail end of week; 
$850, average. 

LincoIn (LTC) (1,600; 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U). 


‘Stowaway’ (20th) came near $3,000, 
very good. 
Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 





| 25-35)—Plot Thickens’ 


Last | 


lead with “Three Smart Girls’ giving | 


house has done} 
since | 





| 


‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO). Dual getting 
| average $2,000. 





Port.’s Temp., Biz Drop; 
Stoves Get Top Grosses 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 12. 

Plummeting thermometer sent b.o. 
grosses down this week as natives 
huddled to their furnaces. 

Estimates for This Week 

Breadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-40) 
(MG) and 
‘Down the Stretch’ (FN), (3d wk). 
Biz damaged by cold weather, but 
still okay at $5,000. Second week 
good, $7,000. First terrific, $13,600. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1,400: 
30-40)—‘North of Nome’ (Col) and 








Last week ‘Don't 
Turm ’Em Loose’ (RKO) and ‘One 
Way Passage’ (WB). latter a re- 
issue, got okay $2,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40 )}—The Plainsman’ (Par). 
(2d wk). Doing nicely in spite of 
weather; $5,500. First week col- 
lected raves and good b.o. results at 
great $8,200. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3.000: 30- | 


| 40)—*Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col) and | 


| 


| 


| 
} 
| 





| 


Cagney may get} ¢ SA a 
$7,000, nice. Last week ‘College Holi-| (20th), was good enough at $3,000 to 
day’ (Par) got steady biz, catching | 


(2,200; 35)— 


‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par) and } 


‘Can This Be Dixie?’ (20th). 2d wk). | 


Good biz entirely on merits of first 
pic, $5,000. First week registered 
great, $8,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 30- 
40 )—‘Camille’ (MG), (2d wk). Slip- 
ping to fair $4,500. First week ter- 
rific winner with $7,000. 


Cold Nips Denver 
B. 0.'s; Diggers’ 








Tops at $11,500 





Denver, Jan. 12. 


With mercury hitting 14 below, | third week of ‘College Holiday,’ end- | Gj, 


grosses were kept down first of the 
week, but as soon as the tempera- 
ture climbed above zero business 
picked up. ‘Gold Diggers’ is easily 
topping town at the Denver. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—Garden of Allah’ (UA), following 
a week at the Denver. Okay at $3,- 
| 000. Last week, ‘Banjo on My Knee’ 


get a second week at the Broadway. 
Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Banjo on My Knee’ (20th), fol- 
lowing a week at the Aladdin. Nice 
enough with $2,000. Last week, 
‘Stowaway’ (20th), following week at 
Denver, finished with good $2,500. 


| : e ¢ 
; ‘ - Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
Uptown | (Fox) (2,080; — 25-40)— | 40)—Plainsman’ (Par) (2d' week). 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) (2d run). Moved} Swell, considering, at $6,000 pace 
from Mainstreet and will get ten/| 7. cea ba € acke as 
dave tere, Locks like fine $7,000. Last week, same pic, packed house 


repeatedly and closed with 
moth $10,000. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—Gold Diggers’ (FN) and stage 
band. Town’s topper with swell 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Garden of Allah’ 
(UA), finished with nice $10,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


mam- 


—After the Thin Man’ (MG) and 
‘General Spanky’ (MG) (2d week). 
Letdown and only fair $6,000 in 


sight. Last week, same pix played 
to enormous business, $17,500, in- 





‘Great Guy’ sets precedent of some| loved Vagabond’ (Col). 


Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Cavalcade of the West’ (Diversion) 
plus’ ‘Bohemian Girl’ (MG), split 
with ‘King of Hockey’ (WB) plus 
‘Ex Mrs. Bradford’ (RKO), Cold 
weather nipping this house badly 
and not more than $700 in sight. 
Last week ‘General Spanky’ (MG) 


(RKO) plus 


| stage show, ‘Parisian Nights Revue,’ 


, | split with ‘White Hunter’ (20th) plus | 
mark of ‘Mutiny’ and ‘San Francisco.’|*Make Way for a Lady’ 


(RKO). | 
(1,006: | About $2,000 is the best that can be 


15-25-40 — Sing Me a Love Song’ | hoped for. Last week ‘Let’s Make a 


(WB). 
$3,200. 
(FN) on 

fair $2,800. 


Slightly less than average at 
Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ 
holdover stanza, snagged 


Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)-—‘Ship- 
Mates Forever’ (FN) and 
the Waterfront’ (UA), dual, splitting 
with ‘Cynara’ (UA) and ‘Laddie’ 
{RKO), dual. Good $900. Last week 
“0,000 | Years’ (FN) and ‘Stella 
Parish (FN), dual, splitting with 
Lucky Legs’ (FN) and ‘Alice Adams’ 
‘RKO), dual, with help of New 

ears shows and prices, took fine 
$1,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
40 '—'Plainsman’ (Par), Getting oke 
$8,500, as result of some national 
can ech ele: plugs. Last week 

Ollege Holi ‘ ( 
at $8500. eae 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 


‘I Cover | 


| Million’ 


(Par) with the Texas Cen- 


| tennial revue on stage, split with 
|*Tundra’ (B-T) and the week was 
excellent at $3.100. 

| Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA). Not very 
| hefty possibility with combine of 
ielements against it. Likely to go 


below average at $3,000 


Last week 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) was sweet enough 


after New Year’s Eve start to get 
$4,000, fine. 

Varsity (Westland) (1.100: 10-20- 
25-35 )—‘Great Guy’ (GN) (2d week) 
{New idea in extra timing Milt 
| Overman, city manager, said there 
|was so much sickness and bad 


| weather first week, which was slow 


|at $700, that he was going 
come and see it. 


ever, looks bad at $600, or less, 


to hold} 
pic a second one so patrons could} socko at $23,000. 
Second week, how- 


cluding New Year’s Eve show. 
Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘White Hunter’ (20th) and ‘Be- 
Not so good 
at $3,000. Last week, ‘More Than a 
Secretary’ (Col), and ‘Slalom’ 
(World), got nice $5,000. 








Frisco Biz Okay Despite Cold, Flu, 
Strike; Thin Man’ $30,000, Terrific 





Post-Holiday B'way Ease-Of, Many 
Holdovers; ‘Million’ Big $42,000, 2d: 
Thin Man’ 35G 3d Wk; Pons 606 NSG 





An all-time low in new pictures 
is recorded for the current week, 
only a brace of fresh ones having 
come in, ‘God’s Country and the 
Woman’ at the Strand, and ‘Smart 
Blonde,’ latter as 50% of a double 
bill at the grind Palace. Neither are 
causing the many holdovers any 
concern. 

The tinted northern, ‘God’s Coun- 
try,’ is gasping through a seven days’ 
run which will mean at tops only 
$15,000 for the somewhat unfortunate 





| Warner show-window which found | 
competition disappointingly tough | 
over Xmas and New Year’s with 


‘Gold Diggers.’ 
ture of the week, ‘Smart Blonde,’ is 
aided at the 


$8,500. 

By the end of the week several 
New Year holdovers will throw in 
the sponge, letting in fresh cellu- 
loid, among openings being ‘Plains- 
man’ today (Wed.) at the Para- 
mount; ‘Lloyds of London’ at the 


Music Hall tomorrow (Thurs.), ‘Men | , 
|} couldn’t stay a third, gross fell off 


Are Not God,’ at the Riv Saturday 
(16), and ‘Black Legion’ at the 
Strand, also Saturday (16). After 
an ll-day holdover of ‘We Who Are 


The other new Piss | 


| gravy. 
Noble orchestra, plus Sheila Barrett, 


ing strong and may get up to $35,000 
with good theatre weather prevail- 
ing. Holds fourth week, ‘Camille’ 
(MG) being set back to Jan. 22. Sec- 
ond week for ‘Thin Man’ over New 
Year’s, around $44,000, big. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—Great 
Guy’ (GN) (2d week). Very big at 
$28,000 on the first week over New 
Year’s and maintaining exceptionally 
fine stamina for holdover week of 
probably $20,000, going third. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Stow- 
away’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Smart 
Blonde’ (20th) (1st run), doubled, 
Brother-and-sister bill doing fair, 
around $8,500. Last week, ‘Men on 


Palace somewhat by | Horse’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Rainbow 
having ‘Stowaway’ as company, but} 


unlikely that the gross will go over | 
| 


| 


|} week). 


on River’ (RKO) (2d run), dualed, 
close to $12,000, fine. 
Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85).— 


‘College Holiday’ (Par) (3d week) 
and Mario Braggiotti orchestra (1st 
Disappointing third week 
for ‘Holiday’ but no bruises at $20,- 


000 on final stanza up last night 
| (Tues.). On second week with Glen 
Gray Casa Loma _ band, which 


somewhat at $45,000, but still lots of 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) and Ray 


About to Die’ at the Rialto, ‘Hide- | the new show today (Wed.). 


away Girl’ was ushered in yesterday | 
| 60-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) and stage show (2d week). 
| With the aid of New Year’s got a 


(Tues. ). 
Of the holdovers, two are very 
strong, ‘After the Thin Man’ and 


Radio City Music Hall (5,989: 40- 


‘One in a Million,’ former now in its| smasho $111,000 first week. but on 
third week at a Cap pace that may | holdover (current) a hankie of tears 


mean $35,000, while ‘Million’ augurs | at $60,000, just getting out. 


| (20th) opens tomorrow (Thurs. ). 


a sturdy $42,000 on its second week 
at the Roxy. Both hold another, The 


ing at the Par last night (Tues.) 
suffered a drop at around $20,000 on 
the week but gets by. The second 
week of ‘Girl from Paris’ is more 
disappointing. After registering a 
very big $111,000 New Year’s week, 
| currently on its second it won't be 
| better than $60,000. a dangerous dip 
but no red. A holdover that is bring- 
ing some real action to the Criterion 
is ‘Great Guy.’ The Cagney starrer 


ond will probably hit $20,000, 
attractions are all 
needs, 


the past weekend (9-10), with rain 
on Sunday, the box offices were gen- 
erally affected. 

With ‘Lloyd’s’ closed down Sunday 
night (10) at the Astor, the house is 
being readied for Metro’s ‘Good 
Earth.” Opening date for the road- 
show run has not yet been set. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.00 )— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) (7th week). Went 
6% weeks, grossing $7,800 on the 
final week ending Sunday (10). 
Moves into the Music Hall tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at pop prices, with ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG) succeeding here. No 
opening date yet set. 

Capitel (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )>— 
‘Thin Man’ (MG) (3d week). Hold- 

















San Francisco, Jan. 12. 
Biz here is zooming along in spite 





10-20-25) of the coldest January in 25 years 
Given the 
bally and aiming at $2,500, which is| 
good considering weather. Last week | Maritime strike is still going strong. 


and a flu epidemic which has thou- 
sands in hospitals and at home. 


Fox and Paramount have the only 
new pix in town. Former has ‘After 
the Thin Man,’ which is doing ter- 
rific biz. Paramount not so fortu- 
nate with ‘Sing Me a Long Song’ and 
‘Sinner Take All,’ takings 
considerably below expectations. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512: 30- | 
; River’ | 
(RKO) and ‘Everything is Thunder’ | 
(GB) (3d wk). Not so forte at $1,900. | 


35-40) —‘Rainbow on _ the 


Last week, second, swell at $4,000. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-75)— 
‘Thin Man’ (MG) and ‘King ol 
Hockey’ (WB). After new 
with this bill; terrific $30,000 in 
Matinees have been unusually strong 
for the picture, locale of which is 
Frisco. Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
and ‘Country Gentlemen’ (Rep) very 
fancy at $28,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850. 35-55) 
—‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and Three Stooges on stage. Hot at 


$15,000. Admish raised 15c for this 
show. Last week, first for ‘Paris,’ 
(F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 


Orpheum 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) and 


being | 


records | 


sight. | 


‘You Can't Get Away With It’ (U) 
| 3a wk). Overflow from Fox, where 
they have been standing them out 
on the sidewalks every night helping 


final week. House also stimulated biz 
somewhat with a preview of May 
Robson’s ‘Woman in Distress’ (Col). 
Last week, second, fine at $10,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35- 
| 40)—‘Love Song’ (WB) and ‘Sinner 
'Take All’ (WB). Jimmy Melton sing- 
ing to sagging trade; $10,000 con- 
siderably below expectations. Last 
week ‘College Holiday’ (Par) and 
‘Join the Marines’ (Rep) slipped to 
$11,000 in second stanza. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-35- 
| 40)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) and ‘Man I 
| Betrayed’ (Rep). Booking problem 
prevented Gary Cooper picture from 


week. House looks set for 
healthy week at $8,000. Last 
‘Golddiggers’ 


the Sky’ (2d wk) good at $7,500. 


United Artists (UA-Cohen) (1,200: 
(3d wk). 
Should have been stowed away after 
indi- 
Last week, 


25-40'—Stowaway’ (20th) 
two weeks; very poor $3,500 
cated for final stanza. 
| second, $5,000, n. s. g. 
Warfield (F-WC) 
—One in a Million’ (20th) 
‘Along Came Love’ (Par) 
week, first, 


peachy at $18,009. 


ri he theatre and its operation. 
wiWhile business prc ton Pr. on the | days a staggering $78,500, best house 
New Year’s weekend was something 
to write the exchanges about, with 
the return of kids to school Monday 
(4) there was a distinct dip and over 


Crosby get a satisfactory $5,000 on| 


being held over at Fox for a second | 
very | 
week | 
(WB) and ‘Fugitive in| 


(2,680: 35-40-55) | 
and 
(2d wk). 
Biz holding up nicely at $11,000. Last | 


‘Lloyds’ 
| Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—Hideaway 
(Par) opened yesterday (Tues.). 
After holdover of ‘We Who Are 
| About to Die’ for four additional 
| days at $3,000 for that period; first 
| week was $8,000. 

| Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘Be- 
loved Enemy’ (UA) (3d week). Os- 
| tensibly unable to withstand the stiff 
;} competition, only about $20,000 on 
| third (final) week. Second through 
New Year's holiday was $31,000. 


churned through to a big $28,000 on ‘Men Are Not God’ (UA) opens Sat- 
its first week and currently on a 
stay-| __ Moxy 
ing a third, The picture proves that | Million’ (20th) and Leon Errol unit 
that the Crit} 
there being nothing wrong | ahead of regular change day for New 


urday (16). 
Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—‘One in 
| (2d week). 


Brought in 24 hours 


| Year’s eve play and on first eight 


|has done since going into receiver- 
| ship. On current (2d) stanza very 
| strong at indicated $42,000, and goes 
|for another run around the track. 
|‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and Borrah 
| Minevitch in person (he’s in ‘One in 
| Million’) opens Jan. 22. 

| Strand (2,767; 25-55-75) — ‘God's 
Country and Woman’ (WB). Not 
quite what the doctor ordered after 
two disappointing weeks with ‘Gold 
Diggers,’ $15,000 looking tops. Sec- 
ond week of ‘Diggers’ (WB) only 
around $15,000. ‘Black Legion’ (WB) 
opens Saturday (16), 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Go West, 
Young Man’ (Par) (2d run) and 
vaude headed by ‘Fats’ Waller or- 
chestra. Business only fairly good, 
around $22,000. Last week gross on 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (2d run) and 
Herman Timberg heading vaude 
dipped to $26,000, but good. 





Ind’polis Icy, Especially 
To Dietrich; ‘Allah’ 6G 


Indianapolis, Jan, 12. 


Icy roads along with other wintry 
weather hazards cutting into grosses 
| at downtown first-run houses, but 
still most of the spots are managing 
to keep out of the red. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—'3 Smart Girls’ (U). Doing okay 
with strong campaign selling Deanna 
Durbin’s debut; may hit $5,100. Last 
week, ‘Gold Diggers of 1937’ (WB) 
slipped after fast start and finished 
with $4,900, moderate. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par). Second week is 
proving a money-getter with indica- 
tions of plenty okay $4,500. Same 
pic opened up its run with smashing 
first week gross of $9,250. 
| Indiana (Monarch) (3,100; 25-40)— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Mind Your 
Own Business’ (Par), dual. Cagney 
exploited, but take is likely to be 
only fair $5,100. Last week dual of 
‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Make 
Way for a Lady’ (Par). so-so $4.500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Allah’ (UA) on dual, with ‘Come 
Closer, Folks’ (Col). Former given 
all the attention in ads. Dietrich 
seems to have faded away consider- 
ably in this town, and gross ts strug- 
gling to reach better than $6.900, 
fair. Last week, ‘Camille’ (MQ), 
dandy at $8,400. 

Lyric (Olson) 














(2.000: 25-30-40)— 
‘Chan at Overa’ (20th) and ‘Folies 
d'Amour’ on stage. Both picture and 
stage revue sharing credit for very 
good $9,250. Last week, ‘Sing Me a 
Love Sone’ (WB) and vaude got big 
b $9,400. 
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Cleve. Decides Dick: Jobs Marriage 


NSG B.0.; Girls'-Jarretts Strong 186 





— 


; Cleveland, Jan. 12. 

A bit slow in some quarters, but 
Majority above average. Phenome- 
nal spring weather, giving everybody 
the pip, accounts for low attendances. 
Eleanor Holm and Art Jarrett plus 
‘Three Smart Girls’ at the top for 
Palace. ‘Garden of Allah’ just get- 
ting by at Loew’s State. 

Both ’way ‘below ‘After the Thin 
Man,’ which cracked the State’s rec- 
ords last week, and Olson and John- 
son—‘Sing Me a Love Song’ combo, 
which S.R.O.’ed the Palace on New 
Year’s week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 20-30- 
35)—‘Man Who Lived Twice’ (Col) 
and ‘Mr. Cinderella’ (MG) (dual). 
Fair at $1,600 for four days. Last 
week ‘North of Nome’ (Col) and 
‘Flying Hostess’ (U) (dual) a trifle 
stronger for five days, $2,600. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—‘One 
Way Passage’ (WB) (reissue). Too 
many recent Powell pix makes this 
one seem dated, yet okay at $6,000. 
Last week ‘Chan at Opera’ drew 
Oland fans, $5,600. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35)—‘Accusing Finger’ (Par) and 
‘Love and Kisses’ (Sel). Not a hot 
dualer, but meandering along nicely 
at $3,000. Last week ‘Along Came 
Love’ (Par) and ‘Folies de Nuit’ 
unit produced by Mike Speciale, 
Clevelander, walloped all of the 
house’s figures for New Year’s week. 
First time girl show played here 
since opening at Centennial Expo, 
and with two midnight shows it 
landed $12,200, terrif. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-40)— 
*Gold Diggers’ (WB). Powell-Blon- 
dell marriage overplayed and cur- 
tailed exploitation budgets by War- 
ner is holding it down to about $15,- 
500. Last week ‘Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) earned good notices for Pons 
and a satisfactory $18,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-60)— 
"Three Smart Girls’ (Col) with Elea- 
nor Holm and Arthur Jarrett top- 
ping vaude. Olympics stuff cracked 
every front page responsible for a 
right $18,500, but bill still is weak. 
Last week Olsen and Johnson unit 
aided ‘Sing Me Love Song’ (WB), to 
socko $30,000 starting the new year 
off with a bang. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-55)— 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA). A dis- 
appointment at $16,500, natives not 

oing for technicolor or gabby 
Dietrich yarn. “Thin Man’ (MG) last 
week broke house’s pix records for 
last 12 years, drawing 75,462 attend- 
ance in seven days, plus $31,500. 
Vaudfilm record still held by Jack 
Benny. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 25-35)— 
"Thin Man’ (MG). Moved over here 
for a second stanza after wowing 
them at State, it’s headed for an- 
other stunning $13,500, best in last 


ear. Last week ‘College Holiday’ 
(Par) also on h.o. rated $8,500, 
excellent. 





‘Lloyd's,’ $10,000; ‘Allah, 
$8,000, in Okay Mont’l 


Montreal, Jan. 12. 

Current week’s grosses look go 
with Palace leading town with 
‘Lloyd's’ and Princess runner-up 
with ‘Allah.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50)— 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA) and ‘Man in Mire 
ror’ (Regal) (3d wk.). Has _ been 
holding up well, with likely $3,000 
currently after $4,000 last week. ¥ 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50 )—‘Lloyd’s 
(20th). Will beat all straight pix in 
town at $10,000, very good. Last 
week ‘Born to Dance’ (MG), also 
very good, at $10,000. a 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Sing Me 
a Love Song’ (WB) and ‘Case of the 
Black Cat’ (WB). Should gross 
around $7,000, good. Last week ‘Col- 
lege Holiday’ (Par) and ‘The Ac- 
cusing Finger’ (Par), good enough 
at $6,500. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Charlie Chan at the Opera’ (20th) 
and ‘Cuban Revels’ unit. House 
points to $11,000, good. Last week 
‘Smartest Girl in Town’ (RKO) and 
‘Manhattan Scandals’ unit, $12,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Allah’ 
(UA) and ‘Plot Thickens’ (Col). 
Should gross $8,000, very good. Last 
week ‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) 
and ‘Man Who Lived Twice’ (Col) 
$7,000, good. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Films) 
(600; 50) ‘Ciub de Femmes.’ $2,800, 
good. Last week, third repeat of 
‘Les Deux Gosses,’ grossed $1,200, 


n.s.g. 

St Denis (France-Films) (2,300; 
34)—‘J’aime toutes les Femmes’ and 
‘Cet homme une Femme.’ $4,000, 
oke. Last week ‘Nuit Moscovite’ and 
‘Mes Tanies et Moi,’ $3,500, fair. 


‘Gold Diggers’ Can’t Take 
Omaha Snow; $5,000, Fair 


Omaha, Jan. 12. 
Weather man blanketed town and 
gurrounding area with heaviest 





snowfall on record to take attention 
from all phases of life and par- 


ticularly from theatres. Opening day 
crowds more resembled end-of-the- 
run patronage. By Saturday and 
Sunday, town somewhat shovelled 
out and grosses resumed more 
normal stride, but not enough to re- 
coup from the inroads of the first 
two days. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40)-—‘Gold Diggers’ (FN) and 
‘Captain’s Kid’ (FN), dual. Hard hit 
by snowstorm; fair $5,000. Last week 
‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Night 
Waitress’ (RKO), dual, got benefit of 
New Year’s Eve. Delivered good 


(Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and ‘Mad 
Holiday’ (MG), dual. N.s.g. and poor 
$5,000 in sight. Last week ‘One in a 
Million’ (20th) and ‘General Spanky’ 
(MG), dual, $7,250, nice. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 35-55)— 
‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) and Gus Van 
and Fifi D’Orsay on stage. Makes 
second week straight for vaude here 


and town can’t fathom it. Snow cut 
in heavily; fair $11,500. 
Paramount (Blank) (2,765; 25-35- 


55)—Thin Man’ (MG) and ‘Accusing 
Finger’ (Par) spent one week here 
starting Christmas Day and upset all 
precedent by coming back for a six- 
day stretch. Headed for $5,700, 
which is okay for second stanza. 
Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) and 
‘Under Your Spell’ (20th), with New 
Year’s Day opening, did good $9,500. 


PITT. PUSHOVER 
FOR ‘CAMILLE, 
$25,000 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 


Business generally not _partic- 
ularly strong, but Metro’s brace of 
January socks, ‘Camille’ and ‘After 
the Thin Man,’ are crashing through 
with blistering grosses. 
Trade for these two, ‘Camille’ at 
Penn and ‘After the Thin Man’ at 
Warner, on a holdover from former 
house, bringing smiles and at the 
same time tears. Product jams at 
both houses so tough that they’ll 
yoy have to depart anyway. 

arner could stand ‘Man’ for an- 
other week and Penn could keep 
‘Camille,’ too, but that looks impos- 
sible. 

. Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘White Hunter’ (20th), and ‘Sins of 
Children’ (GN). Curiously enough, 
a town that in the last year has be- 
come a hotbed for duals is cooling 
on the two-for-ones in the down- 
town sector. ‘Okay in the nabes, 
but they have to be exceptional in 
the first-runs or else. Alvin’s cur- 











National Ist Runs 


UNIVERSAL 
‘Conflict,’ Col, Erie, Jan. 23; 














Comparative Grosses for December 





Total estimated grosses during December for towns and houses listed 


as previously reported weekly. 

















































































































Duals in Minne. N.S.H.; 3 Girls Strong 
$9,000 in H.0.; “Thin Man’ $13,000, Big 





Minneapolis, Jan. 12, 
Double features at State, marking 
first real dual bill invasion of terri- 


tory, was off to a tepid start, al- 
though first program contains ‘Win- 
terset,’ rated tops by local critics, 
and although afternoon admission 
(until 5 p. m.) has been sliced from 
35c. to . The one other loop 
house slated for twin bills, the Aster, 
will play them only the last three 
days of each week at its same 15-25c. 
scale. 

Fifteen below zero weather and 
pneumonia and flu epidemic ‘un- 
doubtedly are adverse business fac- 
tors, but, in spite of them, ‘Three 
Smart Girls,’ at the Century, is a 
highly sensational box office per- 
former, and ‘After the Thin Man,’ at 
Minnesota, is headed for a high 
bracket gross. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—Dimples’ (20th), second run, and 
‘Laughing at Trouble’ (20th), and 
‘Captain Kidd’ (WB), dual, first runs. 
Fair $900 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Horsefeathers’ (MG), and ‘Wedding 
Present’ (Par) (2d runs), split, and 
‘Hopalong Cassidy Returns’ (Par), 
first run, $800. Fair. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-40)-‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) 
(2d week). Aided by critics’ lavish 
praise and customers’ word-of-mouth 
boosting; big $9,000 indicated. Last 
week, first. $13,000, enormous. 

Lyric (Publix-Singer) (1,300; 20- 
25)—‘Ladies in Love’ (20th), and 





‘Three Men on a Horse’ (FN) (2d 
runs), split. Looks like pretty good 

















































































































Strand, Bham, 23; Park, || week, Dates given are the closing days of the 
Youngst’n, Feb. 4; Garden, = 
Flint, 18; Garden, Davenp’t, 20. NEW YORK 

‘Three Smart Girls, 5th Ave, Dec. 10 Dec. 17 Dec. 24 Dec. 31 _ 
Seattle, Jan. 13; Keith, Balto, MUSIC HALL} Winterset | More Than | Rainbow on Rainbow 
14; Apollo, Ind’apolis, 15; Keith, (5,989; 40-60-85 - $69,000 Secretary the River $110,800 
Wash, 15; Eztec, S. Antonio, 15; 99-$1.65) (Stage Show) $49,000 $91,800 (Bobby 
Lincoln, Miami,’ 16; Par, Cedar Lathes hy Breen) 
R, 19; Orph, St. Paul, 21; Tivoli, or ,000 ao West : —— . Ga seek) 

hat’ _ 21: F ; - o West, ennies from ennies ollege 
207 asi age antl aay gas 43; MOUNT Young Man Heaven $31,000 Holiday 

+ sao P Bicce® tals (8,664; 25-35-55 $20,000 $45,500 (24 week) $57,000 

MAYSEriOUsS VFOSSINE, . eitn, 85) (3d week) (Art Shaw (Shaw Orch.)| (Casa Loma 
Sy’cuse, Jan. 23; Pal, Ft. Wayne, High. $103,800 | (Al Donahue Orch.) Orch.) 
24; Crown, Mobile, 27. Low.. 8,000) Orch.) , 

UNITED ARTISTS «eh OXY __ | Luckiest Girl) Banjo on My| Stowaway | Stowaway _ 
‘Beloved Enemy,’ Court, maeind” Wai ni in World Knee $34,800 $42,500 
Wheeli J ? 75) $30,000 $36,100 (6 days; 2d 
eeling, Jan. 15; Cent, Balto, High. $173,650 | (Stage Show) week) 

15; Poli, Hartf’d, 15; Albee, Low.. 5,200) 
Cincy, 22; State, Houston, 22; CAPITOL | Born to Dance Born Born ~ After Thin 
Pal, Ind’apolis, 22; State, L’ville, (4,620; 25-35-55- | $52,000 $25,000 $15,000 Man 
22; Midland, K. C, 22; State, _. ©) (2d week) (3d week) $75,000 
N. O, 22; Col, Reading, 22; State, High. $110,400 
Norfolk, 22; Grand, Atlanta, 22; || Low-- 7,000 
State, Prov, 22; Loew’s, Roch- 2 a. 3 — on & $19,700 $12,700 Gold Diggers 
st’r, ; : . 2,767; 40-65-99) orse , ; of 1937 
estr, 22; State, Memphis, 29; || High. $81,200| $28,000 (3d week) | (4th week) $27,000 
Warner, M’waukee, Feb. 5; Lew 5.000! (2d week) 
State & Orph, Bos, 5. ———— —=——————= <= 
‘Rembrandt,’ Fox, Phoenix, 
Jan. 13; Calif, S. Diego, 14; tai CHICAGO 
Roosevelt, Chi, 15; Par, Miami, | Dec. 10 Dec. 17 Dec. 24 Dec. 31 
16; Cap, Oklahoma C, 21; Eckel, CHICAGO | Garden of | 3 Men ona | Theodora | College 
Sy’cuse, 29; H’wood, Ft. Worth, (4,000; 35-55-75) ‘Allah Horse Goes Wild Holiday 
Feb. 19. High. $75,000 £19,000 $28,900 $22,100 $46,000 
‘Garden of Allah,’ State, Low.. 18,500 (2d week) 
Houston, Jan. 15; State, Prov, | (Stage Show) 
15; Valentine, Toledo, 15; State, : Sy — a nice be eged hg Rainbow on 
t. L, 15; ‘ 2,500; 35-55-75) n Wor aitress ou e River 
St. L, 15; Orph, Mpls, 22; State |! wigh. $35,200; $14,200 $17,100 $22,100 $25,000 
Memphis, 22; Penn, Pitt, 22 . . 
’ ’ Low.. 7,000; (Stage Show) (Olsen & 
Roosevelt, Des M, Feb. 4, i 
‘Come and Get It,’ Line, Li | sonneos et? 
ine, Lin- 7 | a 
, ’ UNITED | Born to Dance Born Love on the Love 
coln, Jan. 15; Orph, Mpls, 15; ARTISTS $15,200 $10,000 Run $10,000 
Mayfair, Miami, 15; Pal, Wich- ‘}| (1,700; 35-55-75) (2d week) (8d week) $16,200 (2d week) 
ita, 15; Par, Des M, 22. High. $43,500 | 
‘You Only Live Once,’ Maj, Low..__ 3,300! 
Dallas, Jan. 23; Strand, Altoona, 
Feb, 12. LOS ANGELES 
PARAMOUNT ___Dec. 10 Dec. 17 Dec. 24 __Dee. 31 
‘Champagne Waltz,’ Denham, DOWN- Anthony Polo Joe One Way 3 Men ona 
Denver, Jan. 28; Chi, Chi, 29. TOWN Adverse and Passage Horse 
‘Jungle Princess,’ Tower, K. snail ee) S100" 3 a . » and - 
: : . 5) (2d wee ; ailbrea ugitive 
C, Jan. 15; Oriental, Chi, 22. High, $38,500 $6,200 Sky 
WARNER BROS. ES () ps oat (8 days) $13,500 
‘God’s Country and the HOLLY- Anthony Polo Joe One Way 3 Men ona 
Woman,’ Mich, Detroit, Jan. 15; woop Adverse and Passage ° Horse 
Anderson, L’ville, 15; Maj, S. cee ~iaoaeaat $4,890 Tundra an and 
Antonio, 16: Warner. Erie. 16: 55) (2d week) $5,500 Jailbreak Fugitive in 
ogee te. State’ || High. $37,800 $6,800 the Sky 
Empire, Quebec, 16; State, 
; Low.. 2,400 (8 days) $15,000 
Cedar R, 16; Vic, Dayton, 17. ae her i tine 
‘Once a Doctor’ Imperial PARA- Go est, Jungle Pennies from Pennies 
Tf itn MOUNT Young Man Princess Heaven $17,000 
Toronto, Jan. 15; Orph, Van- || (3,595; 30-40-55) $20,400 $17,400 $21,000 (2d week) 
couver, 15; Lyric, Ind’apolis, 15. High. $57,200 | (Stage Show)) (Duke Elling- 
Low.. 5,600; ton’s Orch.) 

: : STATE Born to Banjo on My| Old Hutch Stowaway 
$4,700 in six days. ‘Going out das | 2:02: 80-40-85) | Dance Knee and and 
ahead of schedule to get “One in Y | High. $48,000 and and Crack-Up | Charlie Chan 
Million’ (20th) under way Thurs- Low.. 4,900; 15 Maiden | Love in Exile $11,200 at Opera 
day (14). Last week healthy first Ry $15,100 
— pom Ri add _— week- : —= ——— |} 
end permi ‘Three Smart Girls’ 

(U) to ease into neat $9,000. SAN F RANCISCO 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) Dec. 10 Dec. 17 Dec. 24 Dec. 31 
—‘Rembrandt’ (UA). Class importa- 
tion isn’t providing any fireworks, PARA- Born to Dance Born One Way College 
but getting nice steady play from OUNT and and Passage Holiday 
the carriage trade and, helped by | (2,740: 30-35-40 | Rose Bowl Bowl and and 
(Continued on page 23) High. $37,500 $10,000 $8,000 Captain’s Kid Beware of 
Low.. 5,000 (2d week) (3d week) $7,000 Ladies 
___ $19,000 
GOLDEN Wanted: Jane| Make Way | Plot Thickens; Rainhow on 
GATE Turner for Lady A River 
(2,850; 80-35-40) $14,500 $14,500 $21,000 
High. $26,000 (Vaude) 
Low.. 5,400 
ORPHEUM Theodora Theodora Theodora | Pennies from 
(2,440; 30-35-40) Goes Wild and and Heaven 
High. $27,000 and Hostess Hostess and 
Low.. 2,100 Flying $8,000 $5,000 Can’t Get 
Hostess (3d week) (4th week) | Away with It 
$10,000 $15,000 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Dodsworth’ (UA) (2d_week) 
(2d run), and ‘Polo Joe’ (WB), first | WARFIELD Love on the Love Love East Meets 
run, split, $2,400, good. (2,680; 35-40) _ Run and and West 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200;| High. $57,400 and Cat Cat and 
25-35-55) —‘After the Thin Man’|Lew.. 8,200; Case Black $12,600 $7,000 Smart Blonde 
(MG). Prestige of first ‘Thin Man,’ Cat (2d week) (3d week) $10,000 
cyte waters | combo and_ film's own $17,000 aoe 
merits spelling success. Skyrocketing gies 
‘toward big $13,000. Last week, ST. LOUIS 
‘Plainsman’ (Par), $10,000, good. — 
Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; Dec, 10 Dec. 17 Dec. 24 __|__Dec. 31_. 
25-35-40)—‘One in Million’ (20th).| AMBASSA- | Pennies from|Make Way for; Hideaway College 
This one clicking in great style. En DOR Heaven Lady Girl Holiday 
route to nice $9,000. Last week, | (3,018; 25-40-55) $18,000 $20,500 $11,000 $21,000 
‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Riviera | High. $20,500 | (Stage Show) 
—— ". sage, £12,000, pt good.| Low.. 18,000 | ne 
ublix-Singer )—‘Winterset’ L the |Luckiest Girl| Banj aw 
(RKO) and ‘All-American Chump’ ek, eR an Ps ges ee) As ens md se?) sa 
(MG). First twin bill and far from | High. $17,500; $11,500 Polo Joe and Laughing at 
burning up town. Mild $6,000 in-| Low.. 9,500, (2d week) Career Trouble 
dicated for big show, especially in Woman $13,500 
Agen 2° Py me shorts being tossed $12,000 , 
+hj > ———— 
By p vhey or pe Bee water LOEW’S 3 Men on a | Born to Dance Born Camille 
Poor. : a ‘| High. $22,500 and (2d week) 
Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—Dead | Low-- 11,000) — Flying 
March’ (Sherman). Current-day war $17 500 
clips assembled into full-length fea- --- : — — 
ture, with Boake Carter narrating. MISSOURI | One Way Love in Exile | Bengal Tiger Rainbow on 
May hit fair $1,000. Last week,| (3514: 25-40) | Passage and and River 
‘Killer at Large’ (Col), $900, fair. High. $11,500 and Easy to Take| Man Lives and 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)—|Lew.. 6,500 Fugitive in $10,700 Twice Plot Thickens 
‘Reunion’ (20th). Okeh $3,000. Last | Sky $8,600 $10,700 
week, ‘Three Men on Horse’ (FN), __ $6,500 ae — 
$2,800, fair. ST. LOUIS Cain and Murder with | Big Broadcast | White Hunter 
World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) | (4,000; 25-10) Mabel Pix , $6,500 
—‘Rembrandt’ (UA). Laughton film| High. $8,200 | $8,200 and 
has class appeal. Looks like fair $1,-| Low.. 6,000, ‘Stage Show)|Charge Light 
500. Last week, ‘Midsummer Night’s Brigade 
Dream’ (WB) (2d week), $1,800, a4 __ $6,000 3. ~ 
satisfactory after big $3,000 first |=" : : _ 
week. (Continued on page 16) 
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3c LEGIT FOR 


POOR AGAIN 
IN ROME 


Rome, Jan. 1. 
Prices will range from 3e to 10¢ 
at this year’s “Theatrical Saturday’ 
performances for Italy’s workers and 





peasants. 

Theatrical Saturdays are an in- 
stitution tried out for the first time 
last year: all the important theatres 
in Italy give Saturday performances 
at nominal admission prices in an 
attempt to bring poor people back to 
legit and bring the theatre closer to 
th: people. Attendance at these per- 
formances 
that this year they are being re- 
peated. 

Onty workers, peasants, 
postmen, porters, state employees 
and pensionaires whose monthly in- 
come is below $40 are admitted to 
these performances. Theatres stick 
more or less to regular programs of 
the same type they give to their 
wealthier audiences. 


SMITH-KORDA 
TALK MERGER 


London, Jan. 12. 

In midst of several indie film com- 
panies tottering, Sam Smith, head 
of British Lion, and Alexander 
Korda (London Films) are discuss- 
ing a deal to join forces, the former 
to make 16 pictures annually in con- 
junction with Korda. Deal, 
summated, would involve 
$3,000,000. It’s likely to go through 








} 
' 


last year was so great, | 


clerks, 


if con- | 
over}! 


this week, with productions to start | 


early in March, using Smith’s stu- 
dios at Beaconsfield and London 
Films’ studios at Denham. 

Korda is now concentrating part 
of his activities on small but popu- 
lar demand pictures. Smith, one of 
the important indies here, still is in 


position to raise finances in The City. | 


Smith will likely go to Hollywood 
soon to line up 
names, 


US. Singer Wins Suit 
Against Vienna Nitery 
Vienna, Jan. 1. 
: Leda Ray, American singer, won 
aer suit against the Vienna Femina. 
nightie, and is to get back pay with- 
held to her, 
Miss Ray had informed the man- 
agement that due to hoarseness she 


was not able to appear one night. 
Management sent a messenger to her 








home shortly before midnight, only | 
in her | 


to learn that she was not 
rooms. Sued for $200, informed 
Miss Ray of immediate dismissal and 
refused payment of Salary due. 
Court ruled in favor of the nitery. 


have been in such bad health if she 
was able to go out. Dr. Egon Perez, 
her lawyer, appealed to the higher 
Court and won a reversal. 


‘Rose-Marie’ Appeal 


Melbourne, Dec. 22. 

Final result of the ‘Rose Marie’ 
tangle between Williamson-Tait and 
Metro will probably not be known 
until next March. W-T will appeal 
against the verdict Ziven in favor 
of Metro last week. this following 
an appeal by Metro over a verdict 
in favor of W-T. 





medium-priced | 





In the meantime the pic remains | 


in the can locally. 





S. African Stage 


Johannesburg, Dec. 13. 


This section of South Africa con- | 


tinues with live stage shows. Incum- 
bent at His Majesty’s is Sholem 
Aleichem’s ‘200,000,’ staged by Jacob 

aeslitz and Sarah Sylvia, with an 
all Jewish company. 

Jimmy Hunter's ‘London Follies’ 
end Rutyan’s Marionettes are due to 
®pen soon at His Majesty's. Paut’s 
Cinderella’ is skeded for premiere 

. 24 at the Empire. Pagel's Circus 
and Menagerie is also current here. 





Had Their Warning 


Sydney, Dec. 22. 

In December, 1935, Variety 
asked the Chief Secretary’s De- 
partment to define the Quota 
Act. 

Questions asked by Vanrurety, 
together with replies by E. B. 
Harkness, Under Secretary, are 
repeated, now that distribs have 
brought governmental wrath 
down on them by not paying 
attention. 

(Q). ‘Providing there are not 
sufficient pictures produced in 
Australia to make the total re- 
quired for Quota, would the 
Americar. distributors operat- 
ing in Australia be required to 
enter into picture production to | 
make up the required total?’ 

(A). ‘Attention is invited to 
Subsection (1) of Section 4 of 
the Cinematograph Films (Aus- 
tralian Quota) Act, 1935, which 
reads as follows: ‘Of the total 
number of ‘quota’ films other 
than British films acquired by 
a distributor for the purposes 
of his business in any of the 
years mentioned in the First || 
Scheduie, it shall be his duty || 
to acquire and make available 

| 








for distribution in that year not 
less than the proportion of Aus- 
tralian ‘quota’ films specified in 
the said Schedule. Where such 
proportion is not a whole num- } 
ber, any fraction exceeding | 
one-half shall be deemed to be |} 
a whole number. For the pur- || 
pose of calculating such pro- | 
portion, no Australian ‘quota’ || 
film shall be counted more than | 
once, nor shall any such film 
be counted by more than one 
distributor.’ } 

‘The word ‘acquire’ is defined 
in Section 2 of the same Act. } 


The definition reads: ‘AC- 
QUIRE, IN RELATION TO A 
DISTRIBUTOR, INCLUDES 


THE PRODUCTION OR OB- 
TAINING POSSESSION OF 
FILMS FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF HIRING OR SELLING 
THEM’.’ 

(Q). ‘Does the Government 
fully intend to see that the 
Quota Act is absolutely abided 





| spreading, hence the 


by as from Jan. 1, 1936, 
next?’ 
(Ad. Tea’ 








VAUDE COMING BACK 
INTO NEW ZEALAND 


Wellington, Dec. 22. 

Connor-Paul revue-vaude unit is | 
making out very nicely here in con- | 
junction with the Fullers. Public 
here is relishing a return of vaude |} 
and vaude-revue, with biz on the} 
up. Reported that Frank Neil will 
send some units across from Aus- 
tralia early next year in his con-| 
templated chain expansion. 

Neil, in Australia, has worked up | 
a sizeable circuit and_ intends | 
idea to take 


} 
| 
| 
} 


in this territory. 

Years ago, before vatide hit the 
skids, the Fullers maintained a huge 
chain of pop vaude here and copped 
plenty of coin. 





AUSTRIAN PRODS. ELECT 


Vienna, Jan. 1. | 
Austrian Film Producers Associa- | 


| tion has elected its officers for 1937. | 
arguing that the singer could not | 


Hermann Paul of the Patria film | 
company was named _ president, | 
while Dr. Lebzelter of the Seleno- | 


phon weekly and Dr. Szekely of 
Intergloria will act as Vice-presi- | 
dents. | 


| from 8% 


| compensate for 


AUSTRALIA GOES AFTER DISTRIBUTORS 
ON FILM QUOTA; WILL FORCE ACTION 





+ 


Merger in Vienna 





Vienna, Jan. 1. 


Gloria and Rex film cos. have 
| merged, with new title of Inter- | 
gloria. Dr. Wilhelm Szekely is 


responsible for the deal. 

Gloria produced ‘Opernring’ with 
Jan Kiepura, while a new picture 
with Zarah Leander, Swedish star. is 
forthcoming. Title most likely will 
be ‘Premiere.’ 


NATIVE FILMS 
AIDED IN 
MEXICO 


Mexico City, Jan..12. | 
| 


Mexican legislature passed three} 


| laws this week affecting exhibs. It| 
} 


is now compulsory to show at least | 


| one native-made feature per month. | 
| Other 


i sions calling for a five-year exemp- 


two new laws are tax revi- 


tion for all exhibs from a municipal | 
tax and a slash on theatre taxes of 


to 15% during the exhibi- 


| tion of native films. 


New tax laws were carried out to 
the one-per-month 
law now in effect and because of the 


| nix put on the application for ex- 


emption from all taxes, including 
federal, state and municipal for one 
year, vhich exhibs had asked for. 
Exhibs must show at least one 
Mexican feature each month. If full 


| length films are unavailable, several 
| shorts may be substituted. Tax slash 


is applicable only during the period | 
of exhibition of this native product. 
Latter measure is regulated by the | 
size of the theatre. 

Penalties involved for infraction of 
the new regulation call for fines of 
from $14 to $280 for first offenses. 
Repeats make offenders liable to 
cancellation of their respective fran- 
chises. 


Protestant Council Nixes 
‘Pastures’ for Brit. Kids 


London, Jan. 4. 

Cinema Christian Council, repre- 
senting all Protestant denominations 
in Great Britain, and having as its 
head the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
in a formal statement approved ‘The | 
Green Pastures’ (WB) as a ‘moving 
and reverent representation of a/| 
primitive conception of Old Testa- | 
ment’ They think, however, it | 
should not be seen by juveniles, and | 
should only be played alongside a | 
suitable supporting pic program. 

Council asks churches throughout 
the country to do what they can to} 
ensure that these two recommenda- 
tions are carried out. 

Picture, after five weeks at the 
New Gallery, moved into the Marble 
Arch Pavilion to continue its West 
End season. 














Plenty of Anglo-American Vande 


Acts Clicking Big in London 


London, Jan. 12. 

Vie Oliver is holding over on the 
new Holborn Empire bill. Okay, but 
in dire need of new sock material. 

Ken Harvey is am easy click with 
his electric guitar, 

DeVito, Denny and Stevens, back 
from a continental tour, are still very 
popular with locai audiences. ' 

Renee Houston and Donald Stew- 
art, latter an American brought over 
by Felix Ferry for his Grosvenor 


House floor show two years ago, are 


j 


disappointing. 

Nicholas Bros., playing their first 
vaudeville date here after clicking 
solidly in ‘Blackbirds, were the ap- | 


plause hit of the opening show. Biz 
capacity. 

Gipsy Nina and Vie Oliver are, 
both at the Trocadero restaurant, 
both doubling from the Mayfair ho- 
tel, which is a rarity, since the two 
are opposition spots. It makes three 
simultaneous engagements for Oli- 
ver. Both he and Gipsy Nina are 
doing well in both restaurant dates. 

Carroll and Howe are also at the 
Troc, making their first cabaret ap- 
pearance, and already booked for a 


return. 

Billy Bissett and Band, from the 
Royal York hotel, Montreal, is at the 
Mayfair, replacing Harry Roy, and 


satisfactory. 


;}acts: Theatre Carre, Amsterdam, is 
/again in line with flesh, and there is 


| retained it. 
| down and the Scala went in for re- 


| commission as machinery to give ex- 


| belief. | 
} 
j 





| Distributors Have Failed to Follow Through on Law, 


Gov. Charges — Mostly American Pic Cos. In- 
volved—Will Be Forced to Produce 





Rebellion in Vienna 


Vienna, Jan. 1. 

Latest issue of the Selenophon 
Film newsreel of Austria was 
used as a political demonstra- 
tion excuse by the harassed 
public. It was the first time 
since the weekly ‘(founded in 
1934 under the Dolifuss govern- 
ment and obligatory in all the- 
atres) that no member of the 
government was_ portrayed 
making some kind of a speech. 

When the issue was shown in 


+ 


Sydney, Dec. 22. 

Government here intends making 
it tough on distribs who fail to live 
up to their quota next 
year. 

Chief Secretary Chaffey has stated 
that ‘the failure of distributors to 
comply with the law is regarded 
very seriously by the government. In 
the absence of evidence that they 
have made every effort to meet their 
obligations, the department will fur- 
ther consider the matter.’ 

This statement is taken 
that the government will force the 
foreign (American) distriDs operat- 


obligations 


to mean 





a cinema in the 10th district, 
someone in the audience re- 
marked sarcastically, ‘First time 
I don’t see those faces.’ Audi- 
ence started applauding, shout- 
ing, and almost rioting. 


MORE VAUDE 











AT THE HAGUE disclose the fact that six of the 13 
distribs 


ithe limit as regards the quota. 


| after 
| charge has 
| that the distribs have 


ing in Australia to obey the law to 
Ex- 
actly one year ago the Chief Secre- 
tary informed Variety that the gov- 
ernment had every intention of fore- 
ing the carrying out of the act. Now, 
one year, the Minister in 
come to the conclusion 
not lived up 
to their obligations. 
Six On Carpet 
Investigations by quota officials 


registered under the Act 


|} have not complied with the provi- 


The Hague, Jan. 1. 
Looks like vaudeville is due for a 


|! comeback in Holland. Newly rebuilt 


Arena theatre, Rotterdam, is playing 


| 


talk that the long idle Scala will once 


| again house vaude. 


Vaudeville has always been very 
popular in Holland, especially that 
presented by the late Fritz 
Haarlem. After his death 
waned. Only the Carre, Amsterdam, | 
The Arena then burnt 


Van | 


vues. 
Chaz Chase is the feature this week 


| at the Carre and reported doing good 
| business. 


BRIT. EXHIBS, DISTRIBS 





interest | _ 


| sions of the law, which requires that 
| up to Dec. 31, 1936, 5% of quota pix 
| should be Australian. 


Bugbear to distribs is the inclusion 
of the word ‘acquire’ in.the Act. Dis- 
tribs take this to infer that they are 
only required to include in their 


| schedule the number of Australian 


pix ready for exhibition. They point 
out that the word does not mean 
they must produce pix to bring the 


| required total up to the stipulated 


iota amount. 
Apparentiy the government now 
takes the view that distribs must 
enter the production field if the to- 
tal required by law falls below the 
output of local producers. 
Admittedly Failur 
Generally admitted that the quota 
| has been a complete failure in N, S. 
| Wales. For months representations 
| have been made to the government 
by production interests, and others 


up to the Act, and that legislation 


AT IMPASSE ON QUOTA. ‘= !>scs Sistine’ not ving 


London, Jan. 4. 

Negotiations between exhibs and | 
distribs for a solid motion picture | 
trade front on the quota problem 
are al a temporary deadlock. Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. is firm | 
in its support of a Government com.- | 
mission to act as an arbitration 
board, but Kinematograph Renters | 
Society ‘the distribs’ organization) | 
is solid against any form of state in- 
tervention. 

With C.E.A. able to exert most in- |! 
fluence in Govt. circles, trade feers | 
are that some form of state control 
of the industry is highly probable. 

K.R.S. proposal for self-govern- 
ment of the industry, as in the U. S., 





has substantial support, but is likely | 
'to break against the wall of C.E.A. | 


obstinacy, latter body seeing a State 


hibs the power over distribs, with | 


'the Board of Trade committee’s | 
recommendations supporting that 


MG, Warners and Col.’s 


5-Day Week in London 
London, Jan. 3. 
Metro has adopted a five-day-week 
policy here, entire outfit shutting 
down Friday nights. Sam Eckman 
announces the step as a gesture to 
his staff for a successful year. | 
Columbia took the lead with al 
similar announcement just one day | 
previously. 
Warners, too, will follow suit, so |} 
as to bring the London exchanges | 
into line with the policy already in 


| existence in the United States, 


Yiddish Play in Vienna 
Vienna, Jan. 1. | 
Jewish Cultural theatre presented | 
as its New Year’s premiere ‘Schwer | 
zu Sein ein Jud’ (Hard to be a 
Jew’), play by Shalom 
directed by E. Jubal. 
In the leading roles Alice Koch, 
Eva Scharf, Marcell Barter and Ru- 
dolf Ernst, 


Aleichem, | 


should be brought in to force the dis- 
tribs to co-operate with local produc- 
ers. On the other hand, distribs 
point out that they are obeying the 
law by distributing all locally-mades 
available. 

Actually, only one American (Co- 
lumbia) has produced a pic in Aus- 
tralia up to the present. 

This week the Film Yoard of Trade 
will organize a deputation to the 
Chief Secretary on behalf of the Mo- 
tion Picture Distributors’ Assn. to 
point out the actual position and 
clear up any misunderstanding hbe- 
tween the government and the for- 
eign distribs. However, there are 
other forces at work in opposition to 
the distribs and the deputation will 
have some tall explaining to do. 





Wilhiamson-Tait Pays 
6% on $131,500 Profit 


Sydney, Dec. 22. 
Williamson-Tait, legit and concert 
operators, turned in a net profit fast 
year of $131,500, after providing for 
taxation and depreciation. Result 
shows an increase of 430,000 over 
the previous trading year. 
Previous dividends of 6’ 





has been 


paid. Directors point out that tax 
slugs are still very heavy on the- 
atrical biz. and also that there has 


not been any great improvement in 
big from the legit point of view. Tax 
paid to the government amounted to 
$154,900. 

Teday the firm operates only one 
legit House in Sydney, whereas a 
few years ago four houses were 
under its management. W-T may 
build a new theatre in Sydney next 
year on lines similar to its ace Mel- 
bourne legiter. 


Svensk Filmers in Detroit 
Detroit, Jan. 12. 
Wilhelm Grill, technical adviser of 
in Detroit studying lamps manufac- 
tured by a local firm for use in film 
making. 
With 


him is Per Bergmanson, of 


| the Agfa Film Corp., Stockholm, 


“—— 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Glen Gray and the Casa Loma 
orchestra’s debut into the Rainbow 
Room, N. Y., last Wednesday neces- 
sitated a new pit band show coming 
into Par for the final (third) week 
of ‘Col®ge Holiday’ (Par). Mario 
Braggiotti, from the snooty Hotel 


Pierre, was drafted and the emer- | 


gency booking isn’t by any means 
distinguished. Just a fair band pres- 
entration. 

Surrounded by Judy Starr, Paul 
Robinson, Dale Winthrop and Robert 
William (Red Dust, the dog), it’s a 
lackadaisacal variety procedure. 








Braggiotti (New Acts) is polite and | 


polished, but lacks 


the necessary | 


punch and presentation house unc- | 


tion to command attention. Of his 
supporting specialists, Judy Starr is 
a petite songstress who’s done a few 
Vallee spot radio broadcasts. She es- 
ays 
and Deep Blue Sea’ 
style. Dale Winthrop (New Acts) is 


‘Shake Your Feet’ and ‘Devil | 
in swing-sing | 


a tapster who clicks, although per- | 
mitted to run too long. Paul Robin- | 


son’s harmonica 
guished throuch the fact he produces 
a flock of variously pitched mouth- 
organs upon which to perform. His 
is obviously an attempt for orches- 
trated harmonica virtuosity. The 
others in‘this category are distin- 
guished by versatile ability to get 
the different keys and motifs from 
the seme Hohner. 


wanting a bass musical 


however, produces one pitched low; | 


another alto, another tenor, etc. It | 
makes it look a bit flashier. He runs| Ceci] A 


the gamut from ‘Tiger 
Louis Blues,’ latter always. a fave 
with the harmonicalists. 


solos are distin- | 


| 
| 


Robinson, when | ‘guction’ night 
sequence, | ‘m 


film player, of course). Youngster’s a 
mimic and his vocal impressions of 
the great and nedr-great are the last 
word in this sort of thing. He even 
looks like some of them. 

Extra attraction, okay but not 
necessary since show already runs 
overboard, is Gypsy Ramaje, exotic 
looking femme who tosses in a 
couple of hot torch tunes and does a 
bit of torso swinging that takes her 
ff big. Davis, of course, is still go- 
ing through the old medley of his 
song hits, winding up with the in- 
evitable ‘Margie,’ and it’s a bit the 





mob expects of him as much as they 
do his kids. | 

Unit right now is too long, but} 
talent is generally okay, so that 
Davis’ task is one of reduction rather 
than selection. 

‘Mind .Your Own Business’ 
on screen 


(Par) | 
and downstairs comfort- 


about half. Cohen. 





COLONIAL, DETROIT | 


} 
| letting down the speed built up by 


Detroit, Jan. 7. 


| ably filled at first show, with balcony | 
| 


Considerable letdown currently at | 


this Class B spot. There was only 
one act on show caught (7) which 
drew any appreciable handclapping 
from audience, and when patrons 
here don’t like something you can 
bet your jitney they’re correct. At 
25c. top for two flickers, plus four 
acts of vaude and an occesional 
house’s clients de- 
and plenty and usually get it. 

On -the bill, besides Boyd Senter 
and his band, are Dubell’s Dogs: Sir 
lexander, comedian; Bobby 


Rag’ to ‘St./ and King, father-son comedy duo. 


j and the LeMar Trio, two males and 


| 


Robert William and Red Dust, | 
clever canine, can ‘play anywhere. | 


Okay for niteries, as already evi- 


denced in the past at the now de-| 


funct Casino de Paree. or production 
(in.a Winter Garden show last. year), 
with anything in between. Strong 
click of Paul Svdell and Spotty at 
the Paradise suggests this excellent 
animal svnecialty for another cafe 
revue. William works the dog neatly 
and looks ditto. 

Don Baker organologing at the 
Wurlitzer registers with his 1936 tin 
pan alley calvacade, including some 
choruses of the early ’37 output. 

News, a Poveye, the usual trailers 
and a Grantland Rice-Ted Husing 
Svortlight round jt out. In the latter, 
Rice’s Alsmith diction got a titter. 
It’s ‘Champ Chimps’ and among the 
best in the series. 

Impressive in the Par’s second 
click year with bandshows is the in- 
stitutional values the theatre is now 
building up. The trailers for the in- 
coming bands. incidentally, are a 
barometer on how the kiddies in the 
audience are swing-minded, jud?ing 
bv the applause for the faves. and 
silence for the others. Biz okay for 
the third lap. Ray Noble with ‘The 
Piainsman’ (Par) opens today (Wed- 
nesday ). Abel. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 8. 
Probably the hot spot of the coun- 
try for Benny Davis is right here in 
li'l ole Smoky Town. He’s been 


dynamite with his ‘Stardust Revues’ 
consistently and even before that 
when he used to come around a 
decade ago in a two-act with the 
lady who’s now the Mrs. It’s true 
that he always brings with him a 
flock of talented youngsters, some of 
them so spectacular that Davis’ own 
part in the success of this type of 
show has possibly become minimized. 

But youngsters with plenty on the 
ball are still a nickel a dozen any- 
where and on their own might get 
by and that’s all. But under the 
Davis aegis, they’re genuine show- 
steppers. Not that there are any 
third-rate turns in Davis’ 
crop. Neither is it exactly a unit of 
new faces. Shea and Raymond were 
with him three and two seasons ago, 
later went into the ‘Scandals’ and 


are back again. They’re still socks 


with their nut pantomimic hoofing. 

Manhattannites, gal and two boys, 
were with Davis last year, and even 
with the same new numbers are de- 
livering a real wallop. Kids have 


improved, however, in showmanship 


and gal particularly (Daisy Bernier, 
sister of Pegey Bernier) is a lithe 


blonde comedienne who definitely has 


plenty to offer. It’s a harmony trio, 
but harmony with a trace of satire 


and more than a slight suggestion of 


comedy. Then there’s Mickey Braatz, 
who can hardly be called a ‘discov- 
ery,’ since’ she’s been around for 
Several seasons and only recently 
played here with Phil Spitalny and 
NTG. But Mickey's cute face doesn’t 
belie her experience and those rapid 
cartwheels are swell audience stuff. 
She’s also added a juggling bit while 
tanping for swell bit of novelty. An- 


other one-season veteran act with 


Davis is sepia dance team of Chic 
and Chiclets. This year, 


they’ve 





} 
curren’ | girl trumpet players are on three 


a femme hoofer. 

Lone act to get over is Bobby and 
King, spotted in the next-to-shut, 
who do evervthing from singing to 
acrobatics. Father-son duo’s chief 
fault lay in their chatter, which 
rates: just fair, but they contribute 
plenty of other stuff to offset it. 
They can sing well enough, and are 
off with a comical balancing bit, 
with.’son perched precariously on 
father’s shoulders. 

Dubell’s. Dogs, which might have 
gotten along oke but for their 
irritating femme trainer, perform 
like ordinary backyard variety. 
Coupla more years of training and 
the mongrels might be a good bet; as 
they are now the act’s brutal. 

Clowning of Sir Cecil Alexander 
lacks sincerity, and _ stuff doesn’t 
click. His chatter and jokes are oke, 
but his singing is nothing to write 
home about. Russ Weaver, pianist 
from Senter’s ork, sandwiches a 
nifty solo between the four acts, al- 
though his’ semi-classic number 
seems a misfit in current 40-minute 
show. 

Closing cog is filled well by the 
LeMar Trio, two males and a 
woman. Their appearance and tap- 
ping is of the better sort, and one of 
the male’s dancing while playing 
banjo is neat. Impersonations by the 
other fella get out of bounds. Senter, 


~vho handles the m.c. duties besides 


directing seven-piece band, did oke 
desnite a break in the p.a. system 
midway in show. . 

Screen: ‘Beware of Ladies’ (Rep) 
plus ‘Hearts in Bondage’ (Rep). Fair 
crowd on hand at early evening 
show Thusday: (7). Pete. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 8. 

For some’ time house has been 
presenting its stage section in 
straight vaude fashion, but this week 
finds a return to the unit slant. 
Frank Tracy turning in his best pro- 
duction bit to date. The weather 
is all that will hold gross down 
currently. Pix is ‘Chan at Opera’ 
(20th), plus comedy short and Fox 
News. 

Irene Vermillion and Co. are in 
to headline. The dancer and four 





times in production numbers and 
wear well. In all appearances there 
are some 30 people on the stage, 
including the line (12) and band 
(12). Irene Vermillion’s work, acro- 
hoofing, is nice enough. She has 
assurance and is all over the place 
including a couple of trips to the 
piano lid for leaps. Her best ef- 
forts are in the finale, when she 
South Seas a couple of tom-toms, 
with the line, trumpeteers and Les- 
ter Harding furnishing the popular 
conception of what constitutes back- 
ground in the isles where vegeta- 
tion is worn. 

Naida and Ernest Prez have a 
perch turn. The gal does some vig- 
orous spinning atop the pole, get- 
ting nice returns. 

In what should be the comedy 
spot are Carr Bros. and Betty. The 
boys offer some dead-pan stuff. do 
a flock of handstands and flips. This 
is an unfortunate bit of . booking, 
considering the acrobatics of Irene 
Vermillion. Betty gets the worst 
break, her routines being along 
same lines as that of Miss Vermil- 


added a third member, whose chief 
contribution is a Stepin Fetchit imi- ) 
tation that’s too long.and slows up| guitars, were here some time ago 
the turn considerably. as amateur contest winners and are 

Among the novitiates, Davis has|currently introed as making their 
struck gold <s well as stardust again.| professional debut. But the boys 
A Russian sal named Vira Niva has | shouldn't get too excited about it all 
a corking voice, and a good-looking | and had best get that little matter 


lion. : ; 
Rice and Shaffer, two boys with 


uvenile, Don Mario, owns a rich 
aritone. and individually and to- 
ther, they register solidly. Shirley 
Rust is a cute little tapper, Miss 
Rosamond makes an accordion say 
*uncle,’ but topnotch among the new- 
fomers is Phil Regam (mot the WB 


of arrangements attended to imme- | 


diately. Their instruments are elec- 
trie and they use an amplifier. 

Ted Cook continues in his m. c. 
role and batons the band. Lester 
Harding handles his pop times in 
acceptable fashion. Hoyt. 








| so the Hild dancers come back, and 
| with them 





ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Jan. 8. 

Sophie Tucker is at the Oriental 
this week. She's what they come to 
see, and it’s a long wait between the 
end of the picture, ‘Hideaway Girl’ 
(Par) and Sophie’s entrance. But the 
time doesn’t seem so long, because 
it’s filled with a gvuod vaude show, 
spotted right, to build-up Sophie 
Tucker’s entrance. 

Marilyn Marlowe opens in front of 
the Dorothy Hild girls with a clean- 
cut tap routine. Although the girls 
are dressed and working better 
these days, the opening is slow. 
Show begins to catch on when the} 
Lightning Trio, who are just that, 
comes on. Two men and a girl roller 
skaters, they offer speed, daring, and 
lots of novelty. 

Joe May and June Earle follow, | 





the Lightning Trio, by getting off to 
a slow start, and he walks right into 
audience resentment with a stomach- 
upsetting gaz which doesn’t do them 
any good. When they get started, 
they go over nicely with intimate, | 
easy gagging between man, woman, | 
and a stooge in the box, the last 
meaningless until harmonica play- 
ing. 

Not time for Sophie Tucker yet. 





avain is. Marilyn Mar- 
lowe, all working in a novel Spanish 
set. Girls work well here, too, and 
the costumes are an eye-full. 

Sophie closes the bill. And at this 
last show of opening day, she 
switched .a. capacity audience from 
the hilarity of ‘I’m the Girl Who 
Didn’t Marry Dear Old Dad’ to the 
force of ‘Wanderers Must Die.’ Plenty 
socko. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Down to four acts this week, with 
a slow running bill. The abbrevia- 
tion is in the number of turns rather 
than running time, for the Fats 
Waller band (New Acts) extends the 
show to nearly an hour, with 30 
minutes of its own at the far end. 
Generous slicing in the band act 
would not have hurt and might havc 
provided a spot for a fifth act and 
a better entertainment. 


Of the lineup, Mells, Kirk and 
Howard are best suited to present- 
day variety requirements. The 
three boys hit them fast and scram 
faster, providing 10 zippy and en- 
joyable minutes. They have suc- 
cessfully departed from the _ slap- 
stick-mayhem work which ear- 
marked this and other similar acts. 
and now spend most of their time 
with broad characterizations of na- 
tionalities and some world person- 
ages. A song in various deliveries, 
from cowboy to Scotch, sets them 
for the clincher, a triple takeoff on 
Hitler, Mussolini and Haile Selassie, 
all comedy. They mix talk, singin: 
and mugging with some hoofing and 
are going best at the finish, which 
is the surest indication of merit. 
Mells, Kirk and Howard are not long 
destined for vaudeville alone if they 
continue to progress as rapidly as 
they have in the past year or so. 

Three Kanes open it up with their 
splendid perch tricks and Le Paul 
makes it two dumb acts in a row. 
Latter is doing card tricks only anc 
his 15 minutes could use some di. 
versification, otherwise he shouldn’ 
be around that long. The paste- 
board manipulation is expert and 
clever, yét palming of cards alone 
no matter how well done, is apt t’ 
seem repetitious after awhile. ‘s th 
a girl assistant, Le Paul does mos 
of the act himself, and as a sort. 0: 
encore brings up a couple of bov 
plants from the first row. They’re 
the usual goof types, but very ob- 
vious, in case anybody cares, and 
the shorter of the two boys makes 
acceptance difficult by straining for 
his laughs in a professional manner. 
On his State performance, Le Pav 
appears to need another piece of 
business employing tools other thar 
cards to justify a quarter hour’s 
stay. f . 

Waller band contains 13 musicians 
and Myra Johnson, singer, besides 
Waller. The act is mostly Waller 
and it’§ too much of one thing for 
30 minutes. In his introduction of 
a song, giving a gag title, Weller 
took an unnecessary chance with =: 
remark that was deliberately rushed 
but still clesr enough to reach th- 
loge. For those who heard it, i 
was downright filthy, with no pos- 
sible excuse for it here or any- 
where else, except possibly a ste 
show. 

Mae West’s ‘Go West, Young Man’ 
(Par) wes bringing them in nicelv 
Friday night. New idea of marouce 
heralding is a tungsten strin ontside 
the theatre billing Milton Be~'e for 
next week. Bige. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washinvion, Jan. 9. 
House back to straight vaude again 


after two successive units, with the | 


Salici Puppets, which provide last | 
23 minutes of three-act bill, giving | 
program plenty novelty. Salici act 
is beginning to mean something at | 
the b.o. 

Following overture, footlight fare 


gets under way with Stafford and 
Louise in effective dance revue. 
Team does three numbers, fast ball- 
room, tango and modernistic routine 
with lifts and whirls that garner 
hefty applause. Act is done in full 
stage with lighted scrim and two 
pianists, one of whom doubles in nice 
acrobatic tap. Violet West is on be- 
tween changes with satisfactory cart- 
wheel routine. 

Sid Marion and Olive Sibley on 
next with somg and patter. Marion's 
gags get across oke and gal, who is 
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huge but a looker scores with just- 
as-big soprano, but it is still the big- 
dame - making - love-to-the-little-guy 
that tops the turn. 
Puppets, as usual, take a little 
while to win the skeptics in the audi- 
ence, opening Italian street scene not 
having much to offer. Pianist, hand- 


| stand acrobats and the clowns chas- 


ing the butterfly, however, put "em | 
across with bang. The cigaret light- 


| ing scene, with the doll puffing real | 


smoke, is tops again. Novel twist, 
here at least, is pulling up curtain 
to show operators on cigaret stunt, | 
although audience still has no notion 
of how it’s done. Bike race, with} 
curtain down to allow rest of com- | 
pany to get on stage for bow, also | 
new here. | 

Pic is ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA). 





Craig. 
ST. LOUIS, ST. L. | 
St. Louis, Dec. 8. 


Perhaps it was the slim attendance 
occasioned by a sleet storm following 
an all-day rain that took the edge 
off the stage show here Friday (8), 
but calibre of bill is far below pre- | 


| vious standards and only a solo by 


Freddy Mack, m.c. and_ baton 
swinger, saves it from being a com- 
plete washout. To begin with, a wave | 
of flu has reduced the numerical 
strength of the Roxyettes. Girls try 
hard enough, but the old zippo is 
missing. 

Current show is labeled ‘Ranch 
House.” Opens with the line, clad 
in boots and sombreros, when fur- | 
lined. caps and mackinaws would | 
have: been more in keeping with 
weather outside. Bailey and Bailey | 
follow the gals, doing the usual rope 
and whip stuff. 

Mickey Carroll, local juve,. and 
Eddie Mancke, who is twice the | 
youngster’s size. are in next slot for 
tap routines. Mickey sings a bit and 
comes back for a production number 
in which Gloria Quayle and Bobbe | 
Homsen of the line warble a few 
bars and add a few dance steps. 

Next come Hays, Haig & How, | 
three lads who entertain with acro- | 
batics, slapstick and some eccentric 
dancing. Freddy Mack, who has 
done some singing in previous weeks | 
in leading the community songfest. | 
eliminated currently, warbles ‘Lord, 
You Made the Night Too Long’ in 
sock style. Eight of his tooters de- 
sert their chairs to join in chorus 
and do an effective job. Sammy 
Walsh does an imitation of Ted 
Lewis, and does some novel dance 
tricks on an aluminum platter. The 
Roxyettes, wearing flimsy chaps, do 
a ‘Wahoo’ routine to bring a disap- 
pointing show to a closé. 

Screen offers ‘Wanted: Jaie Tur- 
ner’ (RKO) (2d run). Biz terrible. 

Sahu. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 11. 
Earle’s current vaude array con- 
tains plenty of familiar names and 
faces, but taken altogether they spell 


a bill of more-than-average powers | 
of entertainment. Film is ‘Smartest 
Girl in Town’ (RKO). 

Stave show is N. T. G.’s unit. con- 
siderably rearranged since Philly | 
saw it last. First act is Vera Fern. 
supposed to be a 17-year-old young- 
ster. who starts with an acrobatic 
routine and follows with a good tap. 
Betty Kean follows with routines 
and even mannerisms of FElepnor 
Powell. Her stepping is effortless 
and het personality good. . 

The Three Sailors are back again 
and they snend most of the entire 
time on stage even when tney’re not 
actually working. Their routine. with 
its rope-skipping highlight, is as 
striking as ever. Their comedy is 
familicr and sometimes errs on ‘the 
silly side, but they have plenty of | 
food slanstick. They’re funniest when | 
they’re butting in on the other acts. 
arguine with Granlund and clown- 
ing with the stooges from the audi- | 
ence who are called to the stave by 
Earl, Jack and Betty, roller-skatins 
team. This trio scores with their own 
fancy skating evolutions and also 
with their comedy business with the 
‘fot ledy’ and the other stooges. 

Waldon and Stanleton h-ve a slick 
dance offering of the ballroom va- | 
riety. Granlund’s group of artists’ 
models are decorative if a little 
wooden-looking. Thev’re gowned up 
to the minute and know how to 
| wear their togs. Earle’s pit orches- 
| tra, with Lou Schroedcr es lerder, 
| is on the stage throughout the show, 














} something of a novelty at this house 
although it used to be done fre- | 
quently at the Fox. 

A locel feature that also clicks is 
the sinsin« of ‘Chapel in the Moon- | 
light,’ bv Jerry Lane, an usher at the 
Earle. 
well indeed. 


| 


Waters. 





(of 18, 
| Troupe is definitely not the slick and 


—> 
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HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Jan. 8. 

When viewed Friday afternoon 
the unit ‘The King’s Scandals’ 
seemed rather lamed by cast ji). 
nesses. Nina Olivette, in a featureq 
assignment, had just arisen from a 
flu bed to rejoin ranks of troupe 
after a five-day sick siege, and 
comedienne was really not suff- 
ciently recovered to give an ade- 
quate account of her abilities. 

Out of the show was Olin Landic'; 
a grippe victim. He does a femme 
imp monolog. 

As to the unit itself, the costuming 
and production are swell, but on 


; the whole the specialties embodied 


in layout never par the appurten- 
ances. Gil Lamb—now back in 
vaude as a single after severing lest 
summer from Marion Beleti—is the 
workhorse of the show. -He’s down 
for three long sessions; up early hes 
a chaiter chore with Miss Olivetze 
which terminates in his solo e-- 
centric legmania; about midway an- 
other helping of. same, and nezr 


| finale whisks through a strictly solo 


inning. 

For some reason, couple of stand- 
ard acts are billed under tem»n:-- 
rarily adopted labels in this unit. 
The hat and club juggling 5 Elgins 
(3 men, 2 maids) bob up as the 
Royal Bagoteers; vet comic bicyclist 


George Downey is programmed 
‘Klee-Klo.’ 

| Alexander and Santos do very 
'well with their standard act that 
presents former formally attired 


from waist up and below in femme 
ballet togs. Pair’s hoke toe terp 
always levied large laffs in Balto., 


}and the two lassies’ bulwarking act 


—straight. toe dancer and the rl 
who assists the boys in the mock 
adagio routine—do weH. Alexander 
should restore that amusing wig 
he used to affect for his ‘ballet.’ 
Three Musketeers (2 lads, girl) 


'are a military unison tap trio, and 
| Joe Godfrey is a solo stepper. 
| acts work 


Both 
line 
Georre 


in front of posed 
virls; neither lift show any. 
King is common-crop tenor who 
intros - acts from wings, sings a 
couple of chants for line girls’ pic- 
ture numbers. 

Sextet of femme harmonizers. 
billed Six Lovely. Ladies, also hoof 
with line, and have one singing shot 
on own: n. s. g. Line enlists services 
and is billed ‘Elida Ballet.’ 


top-talented array Betty Friedman 
had under wing for many appear- 
ences in Balto within the year. 
When matter was broached, man- 
agement declared line is a No. 2 
froun of Miss Friedman’s. It’s No. 2 
all right, with three routines which 
far from approximate relative ex- 
cellence of costumes and sets. 

Show spans about an hour. 

‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) is h. 
o”ing on screen. Bert. 





KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. 7. 

With James Melton heading the 
lineup, this week’s offering, pro- 
duced by Macklin Megley, develops 
into a fair-to-middlin’ offering. Mel- 
ton sticks to singing simple arrange- 
ments of pop songs. such as ‘House 
That Love Built. ‘Way You Loot’ 
and ‘Lone Prairie. His encore of 
‘Shortnin’ Bread’ supplies a pleasing 
contrast. Melton’s excellent vocal- 
ing emerged the winner in a show 
overboard with singing because of 
his easy-to-take arranvements. 

Hildegarde, from radio and night 
clubs, charms with her sweet voice 
and ace diction, as well as an en- 
viable stage presence; but her selec- 
tion of numbers on opening show 
proved disappointing in that they 
were over-arranged or too lond2. 


| Midway in the bill she sings ‘Love 
|and Learn,’ ‘Got a Note’ and ‘Senrt'- 
| mental Reasons.’ Latter one had the 


customers restless before it was fin- 
ished. 

Johnny Perkins. one of the tov 
m. c.’s of vaude. knits the unit to- 
sether: but on show caught did not 
seem to be hitting on all 12. Also 
resorted to unnecessary low humor. 
His partner. Madeline Killeen. also 
sines and gives good account of her- 
self with ‘Pennies From Hceaver. 

Svecialties include Park and Cli*- 
ford. superlative hand-to-hand team: 
Buddy and Claire, dance team. and 
Moore and Revel, doing hokum hall- 


room adagsio in full dress. They 
click nicely in finale. 
Good costuming of Manhatten 


Stenvers (16) and colorful sets verk 

up the show in yroduction numbers. 
‘Wented: Jane Turner’ (RK®) on 

screen. For. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

The newsreel sticks out its neck 
-eain. This time it is in reporting? 
the controversy between the auto 
i workers’ union and General Motors. 


| Paramount isn’t satisfied with show-.. 


|ine scenes around the plants where 
|itdown strikes are taking place, but 
‘it poses a couple of workers to tell 


| the public they’re agreeable to the 


|compeny union setup and all they: 


| want is to get back to work beca'lss 
they need the money. 


view. ; 4 
Outside of the strike clips, this 
week’s runoff at the Embassy gives 


He's bona fide and sins very = —— - things eo pretty - 
ontinued on page 19) 











No worker . 
| was pictured presenting the contrary 
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God’s Country and the 


Woman 
(IN COLOR) 


Warner production and release. Features 


George Brent, Beverly Roberts. Directed 
by William Keighley. Screen play, Nor- 
man Reilly Raine; story treatment, Peter 


Milne, Charles Belden: based on novel by 
James Oliver Curwood; camera, Tony 
Gaudio; technicolor adviser, William Skall. 
At Strand, N. Y., Jan. 9, 36. Running 
time, 85 mine, 





Steve Russett..+srceeceseess George Brent 
Jo Barton ..-++«- coveees- beverly Roberts 
Fullhead....+---+++ eeoeess Barton MacLane 
Jefierson Russett..cccesss+-Robert Barrat 
Biorn Skalka....- Cocccoccocce.- Alan Hale 
Red Munro.....+++ eccecsess+.J0seph King 
Ole Oleson....-e++ Secesedesesess El Prendel 
Jordan. ..-.+++e+08 eoseces+-JO8ephH Crehan 
Gaskett.......++++ee0eee-Addison Richards 
Gander Hopkins. .cscsesees+> Roscoe Ates 
Plug Hat.....++eee eeoeecccers Billy Bevan 
Kewpie cee wr eeeeeeee eter eetenes Bert Roach 
TPUrPENtiMG..sceeereeeeeerercerees Vie Potel 
Miss Flint.....-e+es Kadueatees Mary ‘Treen 
Doyle... css cseccceesccaes Herbert Rawlinson 
Barnes. ...--cevcsccccescers Harry Hayden 
Tim O'TOOG..+-ceeereeseeee- Pat Moriarity 
CO. cass caetoesese eececcecss Max Wagner 


Grace Moran......-sse0. . Susan Fleming 





Hackneyed and incredible story, 
of the type once known as ‘the great 
outdoors,’ count against this one. Fact 
that it was made in technicolor adds 
little to its b. o. chances and like- 
lihood is for tough sledding. 

There is no doubt that this film 
would have skipped re-make if it 
were not for the color. But the 
mere pigmentation alone isn’t 
enough. 

James Oliver Curwood’s type of 
wide-eyed incredible Americana 
seems now washed up, under present 
standards. There’s still room for 
cowboy stories and westerns—but 
even the kids aren’t as credulous 
these days as they used to be. As 
a silent it was last produced in 
1916. 

In this particular effort, beautiful 
Beverly Roberts is managing a 
rough and tough lumber camp. 
Robert Barrat is operating the oppo- 
sition camp and is a really tough 
gent. He does everything he can to 
take the beautiful dame’s lumber 
camp away from her, but she fights 
proudly on.. Barrat’s brother is 
George Brent and this Brent gent 
turns out to be a softie. He not only 
turns against his own and his broth- 
er’s interests but helps the opposi- 
tion. Such is life in the great out- 
doors—according to Mr. Curwood. 

William Keighley has tried to 
pound some action into the yarn 
but can’t completely get away with 
it. Story is of such an automatic 
melodramatic character as to make 
most of the actors exaggerate some- 
what, and Keighley doesn’t seem to 
have tried to stop them. Perhaps he 
figured that the yarn would be even 
tougher to take if played straight. 
Ei Brendel and Barton MacLane are 
best in support. 

Photography is good and the color 
job Al. But one wishes there was 
a bit better reason for it. Kauf. 


COUNTERFEIT LADY 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Ralph Bellamy, Joan Perry, Douglass 
Dumbrille. Directed by D. Ross Lederman. 
Screen play by Tom Van Dycke from story 
by Harold Shumate; camera, Allen G. 
Siegler. At Globe, N, Y., week Jan. 9, 
"ST. Running time, 58 mins. 

TOMY... ee es £4606600 0660008 Ralph Bellamy 
NERO 6 05.06 cdc n6 0 66bceewcescessOR POTET 
Marino......ee0+ee++++.Douglass Dumbrille 
PIMEY. . ccccccvcccesccecsess GOOrse MOMAy | 
RN Ssh ane 6406005000060 583 Morgan 
Bemis... +ee.-Henry Mollison 


EGS Soe c¥ntteseee eee or John Tyrrell 
Row esnbebecees +eeee+.Max Hoffmann, Jr. 
SNS 6 kcheucaedéboousngs Edward Le Saimt 
ONES pel aS. o6s hn6sicee ee John Harrington 


Though crammed with tingling 
melodramatics and several first-rate 
performances, ‘Counterfeit Lady’ is 


pretty thin for other than double- 
programmers. It possesses flighty 
story development, uneven pace and 
episodic action. The film has a lit- 
tle of everything, including a gem 
thief who tips off how she’s travel- 
ing and a country town that is port 
of call for a giant transport airplane. 

That's the picture’s chief trouble; 
it is made up largely of counterfeit 
Situations, actions and locales. This 
may have been where the producers 
obtained the idea for the pix title. 
Because there is no counterfeiting 
lady in the feature—just a plain, 
little country gal who worked so 
slick in the big, wicked city that she 
copped a $37,000 diamond from an 
exclusive jewelry shop. 

With such an absurd opening, it is 
no wonder that what follows meas- 
ures up to the basic motif. Audience 
is tipped early who has the precious 
Stone, that the slick private detective 
has a dupe gem matching it and that 
the police and two gangster buddies 
of the jeweler are racing each other 
to grab it from the fair femme. For 
4 novice she leads them all a wild 
Cnase, 

Chief blame perhaps should go to 
D. Ross Lederman’s unoriginal direc- 
on. Dubious if the yarn ever was a 
w rld-beater, but the director has 
hes.ected more vivid phases of story 
‘© develop preliminary background 
'n far too much draggy detail. 
slog. which seems smart and 
nied at the outset, becomes medi- 
e as the film goes heavily meller. 
_Roloh Bellamy, cast as a private 
uth for a change, fits extremely 
‘lt into this role. Less the brag- 
eset than might have been and chins 
led. 1 one of his best portrayals. 
“an Perry surprises in two ways. 
She displavs rare charm and unex- 
bected thespian ability, going 
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te 


o- 





through the implausible gem thief 
(country gal) role like a vet trouper. 
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Other astonisher is the feeble way 
she shows up her beauty before the 
lens. For a New York model, the ‘ R 
camera has been remarkably unkind God’s Country and _ the 
to her too, often the case with a Woman’ (WB). Great outdoors 
newcomer to films, Douglass Dum- in technicolor, Not likely for 
brille is his usual suave heavy, lend- much b.o. 
ing a sincere note to improbable set- ‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col). 
ups. George McKay, as the private Grade B_ gem-sleuth meller 
detective’s assistant, also contributes jee the Gueiiee . 
nice work, Supporting cast oxen. ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB). Who 
ear. : : ; mgt 
dunit with Glenda Farrell and 
Barton MacLane. Okay dualer. 
SMART BLONDE ‘Along Came Love’ (Par). 
im ‘ Routine romantic item of only 
arner ros. production and _ release. j i 
Features Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, pasng interest. For the 
Winifred Shaw, Craig Reynolds, Addison | doublers. 
Richards. Directed by Frank McDonald. | ‘Beware of Ladies’ (Rep). 
Story, Frederick Nebel; screeplay, Don | Fair] tertaini d 
Ryan and Kenneth Gamet: music and | airly entertaining an pretty | 
byries, M. K. Jerome and Jack Scholl. At | well made romantic melodrama 
*alace, N. Y., week, Jan. 8, ’37, o ouble ~ : 
at, Wawibinn time. OF tate. 37, on doubl | but not strong enough for solo 
aerehy lion hack wren eee Glenda Farrell | dates. | 
Steve McBride. .....cccccce Barton MacLane | ‘ ’ ‘ | 
Breet SWOPE... ccvecacnent Winifred Sherer | Crack Up (20th). Peter Lorre 
Tom RMI 66 sc acc sane Craig Reynolds|| and Brian Donlevy stand out in 
“itz Mularkey........ Addison Richards | j i - best sui 
| ey, | Rea ee Charlotte Winters | airplane — thriller; ane gules 
oo Ee Pre eee arr: lane Wyman | for dualers. 
I, gh es David Carlyle | 
Tiny Torgensen......ccceecess Joseph Crehan 
Sohaeen Pk ioe hevadacianee Se Kennedy girl’s bold approaches with rather 
Chuck Cannons. ....2 2c Max ‘Waener | amazing indifference. The fact the 
ON Pe ee George Lioyd girl persists is as unreasonable, plus 
the fact that when the young doctor 
Looks like an adventure film (Starrett) falls he then goes over- 


which became another whodunit. It’s 
got a good handle and sufficient b.o. 
come-on among the cast for an okay 
dualer. 

Picture is fairly well paced with 
gunplay, an amount of flip talk, but 
no mountings to mention. Glenda 
Farrell is a newspaper girl who tags 
Barton MacLane, chief detective, 
through a couple of murders until 
he smacks her down for the oldest 
story ever told in a finale fadeout. 
Still, pic is not heavy on the ro- 
mantic angle. 

Presumably this is the first of the 
Torchy Blane series which Warners 
will offer. Miss Farrell is Torchy. 
She plays the kind of a sob sister 
who does all that newspaper girls 
never do. Her act is to prove how 
useless cops are and she succeeds. 
That makes the newspaper angle not 
unlike the general run. 

It’s a hitch-hiker plot in which a 
beantown mobster is accused of 
wanting to go clean. His reason is a 
desire to marry into society. The 
society stuff proves phoney and, 
after two murders, he winds up on a 
hospital cot with his old-time and 
understanding night club sweetie. 
She’s Winifred Shaw who sings one 
song well. Otherwise she’s miscast. 
In fact, there’s not a single compel- 
ling characterization in the film. 

Three types of cops are offered: 
(a) the bawling chief of detectives 
and dumb; (b) a_ half-wit desk 
sergeant; (c) a balmy flatfoot 
chauffeur. Barton MacLane is the 
chief detective, but his lines are 
against him. 

Outdoor stuff is practically nil for 
interest and the interiors are not 
much more than this. There’s more 
chatter than action and, as is usual 
in such tales, the murderers are 
nabbed by deduction rather than by 
filmed action. Shan. 


ALONG CAME LOVE 


Paramount release of Richard A. Rowland 


board. 

The dialog is commonplace and the 
comedy weak. Doris Kenyon does 
impressively as a store employee and 
a good bit is turned in by Charles 
Judels. H. B. Warner as the doetor 
| proves fair. Char, 


BEWARE OF LADIES 


Republic release of Nat Levine produc- 
tien. Features Denald Cook, Judith Al- 
len, George Meeker, Goodee Montgomery, 
Russell Hopton, Directed by Irving Pichel. 
Story and adaptation, L. C. Dublin; film 
editor, Ernest Nims; camera, William No- 


bles. At Strand, Brooklyn, week Jan. fT, 
‘37, dual bill, Running time, 62 mins. 

Georme Martin.: .cccardescecces Donald Cook 
Betty White..... PETRA YT TE Te Judith Allen 
Freddie White.....0...+.... George Meeker 
eee ss 0s.04 v0 ¥s os 660 Goodee Montgomery 
Randy Randall.....-....e.+- Russell Hopton 
Bei. . ckcvesscccvece ececcese William Newell 
BWARGON <6 ccocccecsevscssssovcecs Dwight Frye 





For average double bill require- 
ments ‘Beware of Ladies’ suffices. 
Away from the twinners it would 
have difficulty pleasing, since, while 
it manages to entertain fairly well, 
it is without cast names. The title 
may help some in this connection, 
however. 

A hot campaign between two can- 


didates for district attorney, and a 
newspaper which is backing one of 
the contestants, is the premise. Title 
derives from the fact that a married 
young reporter for the newspaper, 
separated from a worthless husband, 
attaches herself to one of the candi- 
dates and falls for him. The girl is 
Judith Allen, the hopeful candidate 
Donald Cook. As result, opposition 
factors obtain a compromising pho- 
tograph as well as browbeat the 
girl’s estranged husband into okay- 
ing suit for alienation of affections, 
all for the purpose of defeating the 
favored Cook. 

The story progresses interestingly, 
but doesn’t get exciting until the 


pecdneties,. Sainaiee Irene ed hess final reel, when the girl reporter and 
Starrett, ris enyon, . > yarner, . : 
Irene Franklin. Directed by Bert Lytell. the d.a. prospect she is battling for 


Story and adaptation, Austin Strong; addi- 
tional dialog, Arthur Caesar; camera, Ira 
Morgan. At Strand, Brooklyn, week Jan, 
7, '37, dual bill. Running time, 65 mins. 


Emmy Grant.........06 boctess Irene Hervey 
John Patrick O'Ryan......Charles Starrett 
Mrs. Gould...... etocccoccees DOM Kenyon 


Dr. Martin...cccccccces ssoesvee B. Were 
Mrs. Grant...sccoesoosseess-trene Franklin 
Sarah Jewett... ccccessess Bernadene Hayes 
Mr. Vincent..........Ferdinand Gottschalk 
JOO ceccsvecees eccewccccces .-Charles Judels 





‘Along Came Love,’ produced for 
Paramount by Richard A. Rowland 
under a one-picture deal, producer 
now being hooked up with Grand 
National, is an unimportant item, 
routine in structure and none too 
strong on twin bills. 

Austin Strong turned out an origi- 
nal in ‘Along Came Love,’ but his 
efforts, together with supplemental 
dialog by Arthur Caesar provided 
Rowland and his director, Bert Ly- 
tell, plus the cast, with nothing much 
upon which to tear to town. The 
production background is suitable 
and the direction even. Story prin- 
cipally is the drawback. 

Dealing with a shopgirl in the ash- 
can department and a young doctor 
whose professional flair is for babies, 
the Strong yarn spins itself lazily 
and ordinarily around the romance 
of this pair. The situations are of 
a stock character and highlights are 
few, nearest approach being the 
questionable arrest of the girl's 
mother when latter, wanting to sup- 
port herself, goes 
Out of this none too expedient dra- 
matic situation a sub-romance de- 
velops between Irene Franklin, the | 
mother, and Ferdinand Gottschalk, a 
comic opera store manager. | 

Miss Franklin in a real life role, | 
that of a former vaudevilie head- | 
liner, and later in the burlesque | 
sequence sings snatches of a couple 
of old numbers. She does them well 
and in the mother character assign- 
ment handed her, carries it off well. 

This is slightly more than can be 


get involved with a band of rack- 
eteers. This sequence is tense, but 
toward its end the melodramatics 
become so pronounced that unin- 
tended audience laughs may even 
be provoked. A last-minute rescue 
is more giggly than dramatic. 

Miss Allen, an excellent screen 
type, turns in a fine performance. 
She is worthy of better things. Op- 
posite her, Cook acquits himself 
quite creditably. His d.a. type is 
okay and on the love interest he 
displays the proper restraint. Rus- 
sell Hopton a good heavy. Char, 


E’ Tornato Carnevale 


(Carnival Is Here Again’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Rome, Dec. 30. 
Produced by Tiberia Film. Directed by 
Raffaele Matarazzo. Features Armando 
Falconi, Clara Tabody, Signor Pisu, Signor 
Coop. 





‘Carnival is Here Again’ does not 
refer to the reappearance of the vil- 
lage fair, but to the return of a gen- 
tleman named Carnival. Carnival 
was a gay young blade who, little by 
little, squandered his fortune. By the 
time he appears here he is thor- 
| oughly impoverished, living a 

wretched existence far away from 





into burlesque. | that bright social world in which he} 


} once shone. Only person who has 
| Stayed with him and now shares his 


a very modern young person with 
very definite ideas; she wants to help 
her mother’s old admirer get set up 
in business. Between the painter’s 
scheme and the girl’s scheme for 
making the duke happy there is 
enough difference to occasion a good 
many quarrels and discussions be- 
tween the girl and the painter. All 
of which ends by their falling in 
love. Duke feels a bit left out, but 
consoles himself with his business 
and his new-found comfort. 
Armando Falconi is amusing as 
the impoverished duke. And Coop, 
who is a specialist in servants’ parts, 
is delightful as the faithful old re- 
tainer. Heln. 


EIN IDEALER GATTE 


(‘The Ideal Husband’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Casino release of Terra-Film production. 
Features Brigitte Helm, K. Ludwig Dtebl, 
Sybille Schmitz, Georg Alexander. Directed 
by Herbert 


Selpin. Scenario, Thea von 
Harbau; from the stage play by Oscar 
Wilde; music, Werner Bochman. At the 
Casino, N. Y., on double bill, week Jan. 
8, °37. Running time, 82 mins. 
Lord Chiltern............Carl Ludwig Diehl 
Oe PER Ee Brigitte Helm 
Mabel Chiltern.............6d Annie Markart 
eee Georg Alexander 
Lord Caversham. ..cccccces: Paul Henckels 
Gloria Cheveley.............Sybille Schmitz 
Vicomte de Nanjac.......... Werner Scharf 
Ingenieur Parker..........Karl Dannemann 
Pe ee eee Heinz Foerster Ludwig 
Bae, VICMORR i ceded dseesces cs Herman Fink 
Bee BE inc 606 bch seeks Babette Jensen 
SE Ss ib icancdbunesnter Toni Tetzlaf 





(In German) 

This is unlike average German 
dramatic fare, and for that reason 
only so-so as b.o. draught in York- 
ville and equivalents. Yarn, how- 
ever, on the whole is meritorious, 
fitted with a strong adaptation by 
Thea von Harbau from Wilde’s play. 
Selpin’s direction is good, and the 
acting, while spotty, has the nod in 
its favor. 

Story hinges on a steel magnate’s 
wife (Brigitte Helm) crossing swords 
with a blackmailer (Sybille Schmitz). 
Plenty of legitimately good situations 
are inherent, although the general 
lines of the plot are nothing new. 
Terra-Film’s version ‘scoops up most 
of possibilities, but Miss Schmitz— 
despite hard work—is badly miscast. 
Generally enrolled as a heavy, she’s 
asked to do a sophisticated job here, 
and the results are somewhat man- 
gled. At least they might have 
taken away her gay ’90’s feathers and 
some of the grease paint. 

Brigitte Helm, comparatively new 
to U. S. patrons as a German pic 
performer, though she dates back to 
‘Metropolis,’ turns in a nifty job as 
the faithful mate willing to risk 
scandal to keep her hubby. C. Lud- 
wig Diehl, as the latter, manages 
okay. Georg Alexander, usually 
given raucous comedy chores, in this 
film becomes a clever, good-hearted 
n’er-do-well. Does a bangup job, 
but will be disappointing to the 
Teutons. Music and camera work 
both are passable. Edga, 


Drei Blaue Jungs und Ein 
Blondes Maedel 


(‘Three Sailors and a Blonde’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Europa release of Carl Boese production. 
Features Fritz Kamperp, (Heinz Ruehmann, 
Friedrich Benfer, Charlotte Ander, Hans 
Richter. Directed by Carl Boese. “Music 
by Edward Kuennecke. .At Casino, N. Y., 
week Dec. 25, '86. Running time, 90 mins. 





(In German) 

German comedy of program cali- 
bre for foreign audiences, paced 
evenly for laughs according to Teu- 
tonic film standards, which is slow 
and sometimes outright sluggish. 
Picture is overboard on running 
footage with 90 minutes utilized for 
relating a tame sailor’s yarn both 
on board ship and on land. Music 
for a frame, but no singing. Also no 
English subtitles. 

Photographically, the camera work 
is excellent. Naval maneuvers are 
used frequently for atmospheric 
buildups and they are interesting. 
Interior views are clearly defined 
and close-ups of the none-too-inter- 
esting German cast are good. The 
technical side of a foreign produc- 
tion from this country is always up 
to par. Land scenes reveal a water- 
front resort which is immaculately 
maintained. This is no studio set, 
but a natural setting which the Teu- 
tons have brought in well. 

Extended tale has three gobs in- 
volved in a dance-hall affair, with a 
buxom blonde the center of the 
faintly humorous fracas. All get a 





chance to dance with her, and two 
think they rate first with her, but it 
is the third husky who wins her. 


garret, his sorry food, and his recal-| No excitement in the plot, with 
lections, is the old family servant, | laughs confined to leisurely devel- 
Gennariello. oped clinches. Heinz Ruehmann, 

At this point the past shows up in| sightly built comic; carries the 
the form of two people who want to! brunt of the comedy burden, and he 
be fairy godmother in two different | comes through nicely. Willi is 
ways. One is a painter whom Car-| Played by Friedrich Benfer, who 
nival, in the days when he was a/| might do things up right in a stur- 
wealthy duke, gave his first break. | dier constructed film. Fritz Kampers 
Painter has now become a great suc-| completes the third member of the 
cess and wants the duke to live with | nautical group out for a fling. All 


said for Charles Starrett and Irene| him and share the fruits of his for- have been seen before in foreign- 


Hervey, who fail to bring the desired | 
warmth to their parts. Starrett par- | 
ticularly is stiffer than he might have | 
been ard in the development of the | 
love interest he cold-shoulders. the 


tune. ;made pictures. Feminine types are 
Other is the daughter of an old | gushy on performances and look pre- 
flame, whom her dying mother rec-| war in the seaside wardrobe. 
ommended to his care, not knowing Passable for German family trade. 
that he was no longer rich. She is Bral. 


CRACK-UP 


(WITH SONG) 
20th Century-Fox production and release, 
Features Peter Lorre and Brian Denlevy. 
Directed by Malcolm St. Clair. Screen play 


by Chas. Kenyon and Sam Mintz, from orig- 
inal story by John Goodrich. Song, ‘Top 
Gallant,’ by Sidney Clare and Harry Akst; 
musical director, Samuel Karlin; camera, 
Barney MeGill. At Glove, N.7@¥., week 
Jan. 2, '37. Running time, 70 mina, 

PM cba os taaeseeionen Peter Lorre 
BGO TEATGES «ede we seveccscses Brian Donlevy 
Po DPT Eee eee Helen Wood 
Se. DP 4% 04s scceseoss Ralph Morgan 
SOO POON sce e ceeeccceeyese Thomas Beck 
Bere AMUN. 6 vc co cers ceescses Kay Linaker 
| eae rer Lester Matthews 


Operative No. BO... .ccesececccocss Earl Foxe 


Operative No, 77...........d. Carrol Naish 
Operative No. 16. .ccccsescecscis Gloria Roy 
Alfred BMruntOW ....ivccvdcecess Oscar Apfel 


Daniel D. Harrington......... Paul Stanton 
Major White.............Howard Hickman 





Weak scripting and uneven tempo 
will keep this off most single feature 
programs. That’s unfortunate be- 
cause Peter Lorre and Brian Don- 
levy turn in ace performances. This 
is true all down the line—the players 
generally are better than the ma- 
terial and situations. The picture, 
which probably will grab plenty of 
coin in dual set-ups and some solos, 


undoubtedly will be tabbed as an- 
other step in Donlevy’s progress and 
further Peter Lorre with American 
cinema audiences. Both are capital. 

‘Crack-Up’ sputters and misses fire 
like a balky airplane motor before 
finally zooming into action. Starts 
off with an insipid plane christening 
episode and male marching song that 
is so phoney it irritates. From 
there it jumps from one set of char- 
acters to another and back again, 
with deadening effect. Lorre, alias 
Col. Gimpy, is pictured moving 
swiftly to his city hideaway, where 
he supervises spy ring operations 
Transition is too rapid whereas it 
might have been made much of. 

Not enough stress is placed on the 
friendship existing between the as- 
sistant pilot and the ace aviator. At 
least, not sufficienfly to justify the 
theft of valuable blueprints for his 
buddy. After that incongruity, the 
story and director have hurried 
towards the big airplane fight se- 
quence overlooking innumerable lit- 
tle details calculated to sustain in- 
terest while floundering with less 
vital elements. 

Once Ace Martin, his co-pilot pal; 
the head of the spy ring (Gimpy), 
and the airplane executive get out 
over the ocean in their flight for 
Europe, the film swings into an ex- 
citing action that never lets down, 
Had the earlier part of the produc- 
tion held up to this portion, ‘Crack- 
Up’ would have been a crack job. 

Work of Lorre, Donlevy, Ralph 
Morgan and Thomas Beck aboard 
this racing air transport is uniformly 
superb. Director Malcolm St. Clair 
hasn’t overlooked a bet in the flight 
episodes, obtaining strong suspense 


and building to his climaxes with- 


neat skill. These also offer Barney 
McGill best chance with his camera 
and he cashes in by maintaining un- 
canny realism. 

Helen Wood is the sweetheart of 
the yarn; the girl who is in love with 
the co-pilot (Thomas Beck) sole sur- 
vivor of wrecked transport. She 
looks pretty but requires plenty of 
thespic furbishing. Oscar Apfel, J. 
Carrol Naish, Earl Foxe and Lester 
Matthews are best in an unusually 
strong supporting cast. 

‘Top Gallant,’ the song from the 
pens of Sidney Clare and Harry 
Akst, is okay but seems out of place 
even if injected in the christening 
scene, Wear, 


SZERELMI ALMOK 


(‘Dreams of Love’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
(MUSICAL) 

Danubia release of Attilla production, 
Features Ferenc Taray, Maria Sulyok, 
Geza Foldessy, Bela Fay. Directed and 
written by Heinz Hille. At Modern Play- 








house, N. Y., week Jan, 8, '37, Running 
time, 87 mins, 

Weems TAsGt. . 6 ccescsace edeees Ferene Taray 
Countess Duday.......++..+.-Maria Sulyok 
Her mother,....+. Coerccoceces Giza Bathory 
Her father......4. eecccevecsccee’ L. Molnar 
Lieut. Fotvos.....cee0s eeadec Geza Foldessy 
Wendlana ..ccccccigecccese o-e+-+-Bela Fay 

(In Hungarian) P 


If as much attention had been paid 
to plot structure as is devo to 
the musical phases and backgrounds 
of this feature, the Hungarian pro- 
ducers would have had something to 
shout about. Even with these flaws, 
this version of Franz Liszt's life as a 
great composer doubtlessly will spell 
coin for Danubia Pictures in dis- 
tributing to strictly foreign language 
houses. The English titles are so 
few and far between that they barely 
convey a seant thread of the story. 
Not strong enough nor adequately 
spotted to mean anything. 

Picture is noteworthy in bringing 
to the fore Maria Sulyok in the prin- 
cipal role of Countess Maria Duday, 
one of Liszt’s star pupils in the 
fable. She indicates acting ability, 
is piquant and pretty, and screens 
well even in some fantastic close-ups. 

Heinz Hille was intrusted with 
direction after he had written an 
imaginative story about Franz Liszt’s 
musical career. This was a mistake 
because he follows script with labori- 
ous fidelity where a few original 
touches and change of tempo would 
have been welcomed. | It’s the recog- 
nizable theme generally wheeled out 
for all great composers when their 





(Continued on page 39) 
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Wednesday, January 13, ‘all 








Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Jan. 12 


Placing of seven new features before the cameras last week brings total 
in work up to 45, which is above normal activity and exceptionally high 
for this time of the year. There is every indication that this high level 
will continue for months to come, as there are 78 stories in final stages of 


preparation and ready to go before the cameras. 
An equal number have been thrown in the laps of scenarists for treat- 


ments. 


Seven pictures were taken from the cutting rooms last week and 


previewed, leaving 78 in that division to be edited, previewed and shipped. 





Columbia 





Four in work, eight editing, five preparing. In work: 


*‘RACKETEERS IN EXILE’ and ‘WEATHER OR NO,’ reported Variery, 


Dec. 30. Starting last week: 
‘SPEED MAD,’ produced by Harry L. Decker, directed by D. Ress 
Lederman, original by Grace Neville and Fred Niblo, Jr. Cast: Rosalind 


Keith, Joe Allen, Jr., Joseph Saw er, J. M. Kerrigan, John Tyrell, Arthur 
Loft, Al Hill, Richard Terry, Ray Bennett, Lee Prather, Martha Tibbetts. 

Story centers around speed boat racing driver who falls in love with 
daughter of boat builder. Driver becomes associated with big-time gam- 
bling ring, the head of which is the master mind for ring of opium 
smugglers. Master mind fixes it so that the racing driver gets into debt 
with the gamblers and in order to pull himself out he is forced to use his 
boat to bring in a cargo of dope. Before he leaves, the girl tips the cops, 
and as he delivers the cargo the police capture the smugglers. 

‘TROUBLE IN MOROCCO,’ produced by Larry Darmour, directed by 
Ernest Schoedsack, screen play by Paul Franklin. Cast: Jack Holt, Mae 
niet Henry Gordon, Paul Hurst, Harold Huber, Bradley Page, Victor 

arconi. 

Story concerns American newspaper reporter assigned to track down 
international rum runners during prohibition. He is caught in Paris, 
shanghaied and sent to Morocco, where he is forced to join the Foreign 
Legion. Here he proved to be a hero for his deeds, and after an investiga- 
tion of circumstances forcing him into the Legion he is rewarded for his 
bravery by being released. Returning to America, he writes his story, 
which becomes the sensation of the times by exposing an American ring 
that had operatives in strategic points of the world. 

Readied to start: ‘RACING LUCK,’ ‘THE NEW TRAIL AHEAD,’ ‘HEART 
FLUSH,’ ‘HONEYMOON PILOT.’ 


Metro 


Ten in work, five editing, six preparing. In work: 

‘MAYTIME,’ reported Variery, Sept. 2; ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ re- 
ported Sept. 16; ‘CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS,’ reported Oct. 7; ‘PARNELL,’ 
reported Nov. 18: ‘PICK A STAR,’ reported Nov. 25; ‘LAST OF MRS. 
CHEYNEY,’ reported Dec. 2; ‘MAN OF THE PEOPLE,’ reported as ‘TO 
THE VICTOR,’ and ‘DANGEROUS NUMBER,’ reported Dec. 23; ‘BURNT 
hen pennen il and ‘ESPIONAGE,’ reported Jan. 6. No new pictures started 
ast week. 

Readied to start: ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 
1937,’ ‘THE OLD SOAK,’ ‘SARATOGA,’ ‘SHE GAVE HIM A GUN,’ ‘THE 
FOUNDRY,’ ‘SKIDDING,’ ‘NIGHT MUST FALL’ and ‘FIREFLY.’ 





Paramount 





Nine in work, 11 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘SOULS AT SEA,’ ‘SWING HIGH, SWING LOW,’ reported Vanriery, 
Nov. 18; ‘CLARENCE,’ reported Dec. 9; ‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,’ reported 
Dec. 23; ‘INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY,’ and ‘THE LOVE TRAP,’ re- 
aaa ~ 30; ‘MURDER GOES TO COLLEGE,’ reported Jan. 6. Starting 
ast week: 

‘DANGER, MEN WORKING,’ produced by general office, directed by 
Charles Barton, original story by Ellery Queen and Lowell Brentano. Cast: 
Lew Ayres, Ruth Colman, Eugene Pallette, Benny Baker, Vivienne Osborne, 
Theodore Gottschalk, Colin Tapley, Purnell Pratt. 

Story is comedy centered around two writers of adventure stories who 
have never been outside of their home town. Authors decide to step out 
and visit the places they have been writing about. This creates series of 
comedy situations. 

‘HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.., 
directed by Rouben Mamoulian, original by Oscar Hammerstein II, music 
by Jerome Kern. Cast: Irene Dunne, Randolph Scott, Dorothy Lamour, 
William Frawley, Charles Bickford, Akim Tamiroff, Elizabeth Patterson, 
Ben Blue 

Story is romantic musical comedy centering around young girl accom- 
panying her father around country with medicine show. Arrived in a 
small Pennsylvantia town, young farmer boy meets the gal. As romance 
develops they learn the boy has discovered oil on nearby farm. Her 
father sees possibilities and decides to give up his business to swing with 
the young boy. A well is blown, marking the first discovery of oil in 
Pennsylvania. 

Readied to start: ‘END OF ADVENTURE,’ ‘YOU AND ME,’ ‘YEARS ARE 
SO LONG’ and ‘I MET HIM IN PARIS,’ 


Republic 


One in work, six editing, 10 preparing. Started last week: 
‘WITHOUT A NET,’ produced by Herman Schlom, directed by John 














(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 

Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies, promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... Rea 50 12 3 & 27 4 
Larry Darmour.. F & 2 1 Aw 5 1 
oo: a iweis 9 9 5 25 6 
Hal Roach “*e08 eee -@8 8 4 1 1 e- 2 *- 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 17 7 7 17 5 
B. P. Schulberg. ateeee 8 1 1 1 5 1 
Emanuel Cohen...... P 8 2 1 1 4 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 ee es 1 5 1 
Frank Lioyd........... 1 ad ‘ 1 a y 
RKO RADIO............ 39 3 10 23 9 
David Loew........... 2 +s 1 it 1 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 1 “a 1 4 1 
eee ° 3 1 is ny 2 1 
a 56 9 1 5 41 9 
OR OT eee 16 3 ry! 1 12 1 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 37 6 6 14 7 
0 See 6 2 id 4 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 és 5 3 
Walter Wanger....... P 7 1 1 1 4 3 
Selznick Inter......... 5 1 1 1 2 3 
eT ee ° 1 ie ve ' 1 “s 
Critemiom «...:...ccccee 2 ae 2 ‘ie 
Korda Lendon........ . 6 ey 6 ate 
UNIVERSAL .......+-- - 44 3 3 10 28 7 
Buck Jones........+-+- ‘ & 1 o% ee | 1 
WARNERS .......-. seve 7 @ 31 6 19 4 12 
ORR 0.60 cecendte eos SSS 139 45 78 250 718 

















Auer, original story by Frank Adams, screen 
Cast: June Travis, Bob Livingston, Donald Coo 
Dunn, Lucille Osborne, Donald Kerr. 


lay by Adele Buffington. 
Charles Murray, Emma 


Story is circus melodrama depicting Donald Cook, aerial headliner, 
marrying June Travis, who has aspirations to join his troupe, but is pre- 
vented by the management because they think she lacks experience. Heavy, 


played by Bob Livingston, 
to get Cook because he is also 


and member of the acrobatic troupe, sets out 
in love 
| Cook is dropped beyord the net and 


with his wife. He fixes it so that 
is crippled. The wife takes his place. 


Upon recovery Cook realizes what has happened and retaliates. 


Readied to start: 


‘EVER SINCE ADAM,’ ‘SPECIAL ORDERS,’ ‘THE HIT 


PARADE’ and ‘LEGION OF THE DAMNED.’ 


RKO- 


Radio 





Four in work, 11 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 
‘ROBBER BARONS,’ ‘CHINA PASSAGE,’ reported as ‘MISS CUSTOMS 


AGENT’ and ‘ESCADRILLE,’ reported Dec. 23; 


‘STEPPING TOES,’ re- 


ported Jan. 6. No new pictures started last week. 


Readied to start: 


‘WINGS OF MERCY,’ ‘TAKE IT EASY,’ ‘CONVEN- 


TION IN. CUBA’ and ‘OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT.’ 


20th-Fox 





Six in work, 6 editing, 8 preparing. 
‘NANCY STEELE IS MISSING,’ reported Dec. 2; 
reported Dec. 9; ‘TIME OUT FOR ROMANCE,’ 


LAST SLAVER,’ reported Dec. 50. 


In work: 

‘SEVENTH HEAVEN,’ 
reported Dec, 23; ‘THEs 
Started last week: 


‘DEAD YESTERDAY,’ produced by John Stone, directed by James 


Tinling, original story by Mignon Eber 


rart, treatment by William Consel- 


man, screen play Jerry Cady. Cast: Sally Blaine, Thomas Beck, Siegfried 
Rumann, Wade Boteler, Jane Darwell, Joan Davis. 


Story is murder mystery localed in hospital. 


Patient believing to have 


heard a shot calls his nurse and reports he saw man crawl through win- 


dow and into the next room. Upon investigation, 


it is found gangster 


moved in to rub out one who has been put on the spot, etc. 
50 ROADS TO TOWN,’ procuced by Raymond Griffith, directed by 
Norman Taurog, novel by Frederick Nebel, screen play by William Consel- 


man and George Marion, Jr. 
Lane, Douglas Fowley, John Qualen, 
Catlett. 

Story is comedy drama centering 


They receive mysterious call to leave town. 
tain lodge, they find themselves being pursued by another car. 
contains G-men looking for two jewel robbers. 


Cast: 


Ann Sothern, Don Ameche, Allan 
Stepin Fetchit, Jane Darwell, Walter 


around couple about to be married. 
While motoring to a moun- 
Latter 
Couple are cleared after 


aiding the G-men to land the real crooks. 


Readied to start: 


‘MIDNIGHT TAXI,’ ‘WAKE UP 


AND LIVE,’ ‘CAFE 


METROPOLE, ‘WEE WILLIE WINKIE’ and ‘THAT WE MAY LIVE.’ 


United 


Artists 





Two in work, 2 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 


‘HISTORY IS MADE AT NIGHT,’ reported Variery, Nov. 11, 


STAR IS BORN,’ reported Nov. 18. 
Readied to start: 


wyn unit: 
CANE.’ 


in the Walter Wanger unit, 
‘CASTLES IN SPAIN’ and ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING.’ 
‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ ‘STELLA 
In David O. Selznick unit: 


and ‘A 
No new pictures started last week. 

*‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ 
In the Samuel Gold- 
DALLAS’ and ‘HURRI- 
‘PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ ‘THE 


WORLD’S OUR OYSTER’ and ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER.’ 


Universal 





Three in work, 10 editing, 8 preparing. 


‘CLASS PROPHECY’ and 


‘PERSON TO PERSON CALL,’ 


In work: 
reported 


Variety, Dec. 23, and ‘WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS,’ reported as ‘WE’VE 
HAD OUR MOMENTS,’ Dec. 30. No new pictures started last week. 


Readied to start: 


‘NIGHT KEY,’ ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ ‘THE STONES 


CRY OUT,’ ‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU, ‘DELAY IN THE SUN,’ ‘SHORT 


HAUL’ and ‘SMOKE TREE RANGE.’ 


Warners 





Six in work, 19 editing, i2 preparing. 
‘SLIM’ and ‘CALL. IT A DAY,’ reported Varirry, Nov. 25; 


In work: 
‘THE GO- 


GETTER,’ ‘PRINCE AND THE PAUPER’ and ‘MARKED WOMAN,’ re- 
ported Dec. 16, and ‘MARRY THE GIRL,’ reported Dec. 30. No new pic- 


tures started last week. 
Readied to start: 


‘DANCE, CHARLIE DANCE,’ ‘PUBLIC WEDDING,’ 


‘KID GALAHAD,’ ‘TALENT SCOUT,’ ‘BLACK WIDOW’ and ‘THE SING- 


ING MARINE.’ 





S.E.C.’S CAREWE NIX 
ALSO K.0.’S STUDIO 


San Francisco, Jan. 12. 
The ‘final chapter in the proposed 
establishment of a motion picture 
studio on the outskirts of Palo Alto, 
Frisco suburb, apparently was writ- 
ten last week when the Securities 
& Exchange Commission here an- 
nounced that the registration state- 
ment of Edwin Carewe Productions, 
Inc., voluntarily had been withdrawn. 
Carewe’s permit to sell stock in the | 
venture was revoked some months | 

ago by the State Corporation Dept. 








Rosen Stays at Rep 
Hollywood, Jan. 12. 


Phii Rosen has been given a direc- | 


tor’s pact at Republic. 
He recently finished 
Ironsides’ there. 





Olive Olsen’s Pic Spot 
Holiywood, Jan. 12. 

Olive Olsen, who appeared in the 

stage show, ‘Meet My Sister,’ 


‘Dance, Charlie, Dance.’ 
Bryan Foy will 
Frank McDonald directing. 


‘Old Lady | 


at the 
El Capitan here, goes into Warners | 


produce with | 


Rainer-Odets East 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Luise Rainer goes to New York 
shortly. She and her husband, Clif- 
ford Odets, will journey to Europe. 
Tg were married last Thursday 
(7) 

Playwright married the Metro 
contractee-actress at her home in 
Brentwood Heights here. First time 
for both. 











| WB Testing Baritone 


Warners is considering Ray 
| Middleton, baritone, who recently 
appeared with Paul Whiteman’s or- 
chestra at the Hippodrome, N. Y., 
| premiering the new Rodgers and 
| Hart opus, ‘All Points West.’ He was 
tested a short time ago. Musical 
comedy writing team is also inter- 
_ ested in him for a role in a forth- 
' coming book show. 
| Paul Louis of Columbia Concerts 
is handling. 


RKO’S VAUDE TRIO 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 
Lowe, Hite and Stanley, from 

vaude, 

| by Music Corp. of America. 

Act siated for spot in ‘New Faces’ 

| flicker, 





set for pictures with RKO} 


REVIEW ORDER 
| GRANTED TO 
‘ECSTASY’ 


Albany, Jan. 12. 

Opportunity to view the much 
publicized film ‘Eestasy’ is afforded 
the Appellate Division, Third De- 
partment, by a certiorari order which 
Supreme Court Justice Schenck yes- 
terday (Jan. 11) granted to the Eu- 
reka Productions, Inc., owner of the 
United States rights to the picture. 

The order directs the regents of 
the University of the State of New 
York and Dr. Frank P. Graves, com- 
missioner of education, to submit to 
the Supreme Court within 20 days 
all papers and exhibits pertaining to 
the banning of ‘Ecstasy’ in New York 
state. 

The Eureka Corp. has asked for 
a review of the action of state au- 
thorities in censoring the film, and 
for a decision lifting the ban. 

By commencing the certiorari ac- 
tion now, the corporation safeguards 
for itself the alternative of seeking 
a favorable ruling in state courts, in 
the event its case in Federal Court 
is unsuccessful. 

Eureka Productions has appealed 
to the U. S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals, according to Charles A. Bri- 
and, Jr., counsel to the Education 
Department, from a decision of the 
U. S. District Court, Southern Dis- 
trict of New York, that the state 
has power to censor foreign-made 
films. The corporation claimed that 
the regents had no jurisdiction over 
the picture, which has been admitted 
to the country by the Treasury Dept. 

In its petition, the corporation re- 
counts the obstacles surmounted be- 
fore ‘Ecstasy’ was allowed to be 
shown in the U. S. 


‘GET IT’ PERFORMANCES 
GET $.A.G. TOP AWARDS 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Edward Arnold and Walter Bren- 
nan brevetted by Screen Actors’ 
Guild for the best performances dur- 
ing month of November. 

Arnold got his citation for the 
starring role, Brennan for the sup- 
porting role in UA’s ‘Come and 
Get It.’ 


‘FURY’ STARTED SOMETHIN’ 


Spotty B.O. Pic Meantime Created 
Quite a H’wood Cycle 

















Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Whatever exhibs may have said 
about ‘Fury,’ and whatever it did at 
b.o., it certainly has started cycle of 
social theme film denouncing big- 
otry and lynching. Par has two 
ready for release: one contemporary, 
‘Happiness Preferred,’ anti-lynching 
story produced by Major Produc- 
tions, the other a New England cos-< 
tumer, ‘Maid of Salem,’ produced by 
Frank Lloyd. Méetro,. producer of 
‘Fury,’ is readying another lyncher, 
with Spencer Tracy to be starred 
again. It is ‘Courthouse Square,’ 
from Hamilton Basso novel. 

Mervyn LeRoy, who did ‘I Am a 
Fugitive From a Chain Gang,’ and is 
therefore not new to this type of 
thing, will do Ward Greene's ‘Death 
In the Deep South’ at Warners. 
Mindful of racial and sectional angle 
in whole business, and in order not 
to antagonize southern public, LeRoy 
has announced locale of his pic will 
not be specified, and bigotry indicted 
will be of universal type, not pe- 
culiarly southern, 


7) 
Karloff’s Duet 
Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Upon completion of ‘Night Key,’ 
which is slated for an immediate 





turns to Warners for “The Black 
Widow,’ which Nick Grinde will 
direct. Don Ryan and Kennetn 
Gamet are scripting ‘Widow.’ 

Start of ‘Key’ was postponed last 
week because of Karloff’s flu. It was 
the first time the actor had ever de- 
layed a picture through illness. 


WB TAGS WELDON 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Ben Weldon, stage player, brousht 
out from New York for comedy spot 
'in ‘The King and the Chorus Girl.’ 
has been signed to a contract at 
Warners. 
He'll go 





into ‘Marked Woman, 





Bette Davis starrer. 





start at Universal, Boris Karloff re- , 
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Hearing Devices 


While much has been printed about 
the installation of hearing devices, 
no one until now has kicked in with 
a definite angle on the matter. 
George E. Planck, of the Palace and 
Marion theatres, Marion, Ohio, is the 
first to analyze the situation from 
his personal point of view, which is 
that of an intimate observer. 

Planck has played the game from 
every angle and knows show busi- 


«; He was a member of the staff 
of ‘Lem Stewart, at Paramount, has 
been an exchange man in Kansas 
City, has operated theatres in 
various parts of the country and he 
is an expert advertiser. All of which 
gives weight to his opinions. He 
writes: 

‘I have been operating theatres in 
Marion for the past two years and 
almost a year ago—last Jan. 10 to be 
exact—we installed the Western 
Electric hard-of-hearing-equipment 

‘I became very interested in this 
equipment through a young man 
locally who was anxious to see such 
an improvement for the benefit of 
his parents. We studied the thing 
rather thoroughly from all angles 
and I thought I saw several errors in 
the installation of this equipment in 
houses I visited in several spots in 
the State. 

‘For example, one theatre I found 
had the back row of the theatre 
reserved for this equipment and for 
several reasons I considered that 
bad. First of all the same people are 
usualy troubled with bad eyesight. 
And secondly, and possibly more 
important, many people seem par- 
ticularly sensitive about the hard of 
hearing asistance and do not like the 
back row of the theatre which fre- 
quently has standees behind them 
and they become more or less con- 
spicuous in the back row with the 
fairly well lighted foyers. 


‘We also found some theatres that 
wired their least desirable seats— 
way down front. This idea didn’t 
appeal to me either. 

‘And finally there were those thea- 
tres that wired every seat in a row 
or rows making it impossible for a 
person afflicted to attend the thea- 
tre in company of persons not 
afflicted without being segregated or 
the other people occupying wired 
seats and making useless those seats 
from the standpoint of serving the 
hard of hearing. 

‘With these thoughts in mind we 
finally went ahead, wiring 12 seats 
located in two choice rows about 
midway in our left center section. 
So that persons with hard of hearing 
might sit with friends or relatives 
not so afflicted without occupying 
all wired seats, We spaced the wiring 
so that there were two non-wired 
seats between every two wired seats. 


‘We enameled the arms of the 
seats white where the plugs were 
located so that they might easily be 
found by patrons entering the row. 


‘These two rows were roped off 
with the permission of the Fire De- 
partment, in this manner: The old 
type of carpet snaps, used for fasten- 
ing carpet to wooden floors, were 
placed on the seat arms and the 
ropes fastened to them. The ropes 
keep people out of the rows but 
Once a patron enters the row he can 
leave easily by applying a little 
pressure on the snap making it 
absolutely safe for exits. 


‘We secured a mailing list, of 
people that represented prospects 
for the useof this equipment, from 
a local agent for individual hard of 
hearing aids. This list included 
people actually using his equipment 
a prospects he was attempting to 


I am enclosing one of the cards 
that we sent to the people at the 
time the equipment was installed. 

And finally a word about the eco- 
nomic end of all this—I think your 
estimate regarding the business pos- 
sibilities is sort of seeing things 
through rose colored glasses. After 
ail the investment in a limited num- 

r of wired seats is not large and 
Our experience in the first year's 
installation has indicated that the in- 
yoment is a very good one but I 
on not think that the hard of hearing 
business will make any appreciable 
increase in the week’s gross. It is 
merely foing to provide a satis- 
ey return on the investment in 
me equipment itself plus a very 
Substantial amount of good will.’ 
hone card spoken of is similar to 
ey used at the Radio City Music 

all and other spots. It is issued to 
Tésponsible persons and is exchanged 
at the box office for a head set. 

hen the set is turned in the card 
handed back, for use next time. 


my. still differ with the writer as 

. the possible returns from use of 

eaipment and believe that business 

a built among the hard of 

; ~y ing. but Mr. Planck speaks from 

pd pn of his personal experi- 
a 


t would be j tj 
from Tens, e interesting to hear 


is 





Doings for Deanna 


St. Louis. 

In exploiting ‘Three Smart Girls,’ 
p.a. Homer H. Harmon of the Am- 
bassador, and F. F, Vincent, Uni- 
versal exploiteer from L. A., con- 
ceived idea of conducting a city 
wide contest, over radio, to find a 
double for Deanna Durbin in metro- 
politan St. Louis. The winner will 
be given a week’s engagement at 
theatre, with pay. Contest was held 
over WIL and was one of high lights 
of an A. No. 1 campaign. 


For first time in months Ambas- 
sador went to the 24 boards and 
used them in advantageous spots in 
town. Exploiteers also had a fine 
tie-up with the Domino Sugar Co. 
and Sea Island Sugar Co. and dis- 
tributed 10,000 samples of granu- 
lated and lump sugar, in sacks and 
boxes, all bearing “Two of the sweet- 
est things in town this .week— 
Domino Sugar and Deanna Durbin 
in ‘Three Smart Girls’—now at Am- 
bassador Theatre. The Western 
Union Telegraph Co. also yielded 
20 swell windows for display of 
blowups of an Eddie Cantor wire, 
praising new film star and pix. 

Largest downtown drug store used 
3,000 ‘Three Smart Girls’ imprinted 
napkins at soda fountain and a 5 
and 10 store distributed 5,000 ex- 
change heralds in all outgoing par- 
cels. A grocery store chain, operat- 
ing 300 stores in greater St. Louis, 
distributed 12,500 fan photos of 
Deanna over counters, permitting 
customers to take as many as de- 
sired. 200 table cards, bearing pix 
and theatre copy were planted in 
hotels and cafe all over town. The 
Show World, with 25,000 weekly cir- 
culation used considerable space for 
pix. This edition was mailed to bona 
fide list of natives two days before 
opening. Newspapers also gave 
plenty of space for pix and stories 
of new star and k.o. campaign was 
rounded out with 7 new trucks, ban- 
nered on both sides, perambulating 
the downtown sector before and dur- 
ing run of feature. 


Played Up Charts 
St. Louis. 

For the first time in the history 
of the St. Louis Public Library 
execs of institutions permitted its 
sacred precincts to be used for pic 
exploitation purposes and Bob Hicks, 
mgr. of Fanchon & Marco’s 5,000- 
seater Fox theatre on Grand blvd., 
is the boy who broke the ice. Hicks, 
starting a full month in advance of 
play date of ‘The Plainsman’ (Par) 
took full advantage of the ‘produc- 
tion charts’ sent out by the studio 
for this feature. 

Hicks had the charts mounted on 
heavy cover stock, one to a skeet, 
and the sheets bound into three huge 
volumes which were placed in the 
library rotunda, Fox lobby and a 
third used at meetings of various 
women’s clubs in town. 

These volumes, planted so far in 
advance of play date, attracted much 
attention. Hicks also took advgn- 
tage of the nationwide Paramount- 
Boy Scout contest on ‘The Plains- 
man.’ Letters calling attention to 
the contest and offering special 
prizes to local Boy Scouts were sent 
to 300 scoutmasters in the St. Louis 
area and the results were very sat- 
isfactory. 








Perambulating B. 0. 


One good stunt which, so far as is 
known, was worked but once, is the 
perambulating box office. It was 
done in connection with a charity 
drive on a better type feature, and 
it proved to be a cleanup. 

Working along the lines of the 
walking book, the theatre built 
a framework ticket kiosk, light 
enough to be carried around by one 
man. From this were sold special 
tickets for the feature advertised, 
the structure being plastered with 
the announcement that a percentage 
on all tickets purchased from this 
specil office would be donated to the 
local Red Cross. 

This enabled the manager to ob- 
tain a permit for the affair to move 
through the shopping section, paus- 
ing at advantageous spots to make 
sales. Two girls in Red Cross uni- 
forms accompanied the outfit to per- 
suade purchasers, and in the back- 
ground there lurked a strong-arm 
man to protect from a possible raid. 

Catch was that the picture ran for 
a week and the special tickets were 
good only for the opening day, it 
being figured that word of mouth 
advertising would greatly help later 
sales. As it worked out, so many 
tickets were sold from the special 
booth that it was necessary to take 
care of the overflow on the second 
day, but that only made for bigger 
business on the remaining four days, 
and the theatre figured it made a 
nice profit on the concession in ad- 
dition to gaining much goodwill. 

Permanent special box offices have 
been erected, particularly in postof- 
fices and other frequented spots, but 
the walking bexoffice was so differ- 
ent it made bigger sales. 





P. A. Helped 


Pittsburgh. 


George Tyson, advertising head for 
Harris Amusement Company, saw to 
it that Sonja Henie got in Pittsburgh 
Friday (8) day ahead of her personal 
appearance on ice at Duquesne Gar- 
den. Sports arena is operated by 
same company that runs Alvin the- 
atre, where skate star’s first picture, 
‘One in a Million,’ will open Thurs- 
day (14). 


Exploiteer got all of town’s sports 
writers together with photogs for a 
private screening of flicker, at which 
Miss Henie was guest of honor. Fol- 
lowing picture’s showing, boys were 
treated to a buffet lunch and were 
given all the time they wanted to 
fire questions at the star. 


Tyson also showed Miss Henie off 
at a hockey game in Garden night 
before her appearance, got her to get 
in flock of plugs for the flicker via 
the loudspeaker and also had her 
‘potted on several local air programs. 
Originally her Garden showing was 
scheduled for Jan. 2 and _ postpone- 
ment for week fitted in better all 
around for Alvin’s exploitation pur- 
poses. 


| Eddie Melniker and his 





Three on ‘Romeo’ 


Atlanta, Ga. 

Metro shot the works on ‘Romeo 
and Juliet,’ bringing in Exploiteers 
E. B. Coleman, Dallas, and Clint 
Bolton, New Orleans, to join forces 
with Jim Thames, Jr., local publicity 
man, in putting over road showing 
of bard’s classic at Loew’s Grand 
theatre. 

Trio collaborated with Manager 
assistant, 
Eddie Pentecost, and they effected 
contact with Board of Education, 
Better Films Committee, Parent- 
Teacher Associations and Film Re- 
view Board, securing endorsements 
and enlisting aid of various groups 
in visiting schools and promoting pic. 

Special inducement rates to groups 
of 20 or more students were held 
out as bait, town was plastered with 
paper and newspaper ad_e space 
tripled for campaign—and, while 
none of aforementioned is new, ad- 
vance reservations proved the old 
stuff, properly executed, still brings 
in the cash customers, which, after 
all, is the result desired. 

Smartest stunt of all was to set 
the top at $1.10, which is 55¢ lower 
than customary road show prices 
hereabouts. 





_ BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Pittsburgh. 

Warner Brothers rushing construc- 
tion work on newest nabe house, in 
Squirrel Hill district, in order to get 
it ready for announced opening on 
Feb. 12. It'll be a 1,000-seater and 
will be called the Squirrel Hill the- 
atre. Spot’s about three blocks from 
other WB site in that district, the 
Manor. Architect on job is Victor 
Rigamont, of Pittsburgh, who also 
remodeled Alvin for Harrises and 
Barry for Bill Skirboll here. 

After operating small-seat Palace 
om Diamond street as a first-run 
house for last six weeks, Harris out- 
fit has decided it’s no go, and spot 
goes back to old subsequent run, 
double feature policy this week. Idea 
was to get rid of lot of accumulative 
product, as well as to continue runs 
of flickers not considered strong 
enough for second week at Alvin, 
but peculiar location of Palace was 
against it from start. 





Uhrichsville, O. 

The Twin Theater Co. which oper- 
ates the State and Ohio theatres, the 
Ritz at nearby New Comerstown and 
the Lincoln at Dennison has been 
reorganized with Matthew J. Smith, 
as president and Edward Elgin of 
Dover as treasurer and general man- 
ager. 

The new _president of the com- 
pany nominally’ represents. the 
Federal Depositors Insurance Corp. 
and succeeds Charles W. Wheland, 
Uhrichsville banker. Elsie Englehart 
of New Philadelphia has been re- 
elected secretary of the firm. 

E. E. Bair, who had been in charge 
of the two houses here has been re- 
tained as assistant manager. 





Canton, O. 

George A. Delis, district manager 
of the Interstate Theaters, Inc., has 
announced several managerial 
changes. 

Keith Chambers, manager of the 
Palace here has been transferred to 
East Liverpool to State. R. H. 
Shaffer, former manager of the New 
Garden at Portsmouth, O., has as- 
sumed the manazgement of the 
Palace here. 

C. A. Metro, former manager of 
theatres at Steubenville, O., and at 
Wellsburg, W. Va., has been made 
manager of the Garden theatre at 
Portsmouth. 





Columbus, O. 

Work will be started immediately 
on a new $200,000 deluxe suburban 
movie theatre for the south side, it 
is announced by J. Real Neth, of the 
J. Real Neth Theaters Co. here. He 
added that two more suburban thea- 
tres are planned by his company, the 
sites for which already have been 
chosen. 


A two alarm fire early Jan. 6) 


forced closing of the RKO Palace. 
Origin of the blaze, which wrecked 
the stage and scenery was not 
determined immediately. 





Galveston. 
Fox negotiating for site at Corpus 
Christi to erect $300,000 theatre 
building, according to J. E. Garrett, 
banker of that city. 





Atlantic City. 
A new pix house is going up in 
Pleasantville about five miles from 


here. Ben Wirth, of New York, 
builder. Expected to be ready by 
May. 





Rochester. 
Reopening of the old Family thea- 
tre, now called the Embassy, delayed 
by labor trouble. 


St. Louis. 

Harry Greenman, pres. Greenman 
Theatres, Inc., has purchased Dakota 
and Yale Theatres, St. Louis nabes, 
as nucleus of an independent string. 
Greenman, former mgr. of Fox 
Theatre has branched out into busi- 
ness for himself. 

Russell Armentrout, Shelbyville, 
Mo., opened the Clark, $20,000 struc- 
ture Xmas Day. He also operates an- 
other house, same name, at 
Louisiana, Mo. 

Alderman Peterson has introduced 
bill in Board of Aldermen prohibit- 
ing marathon dances, roller skating 
races, bicycle grinds and similar 
events in which men, women and 
children would participate for longer 
period than three days consecutively 
and also prohibiting contestants 
from participating in two such 
events within 10 days of each other. 
Fine from $100 to $500 provided for 
violations. 

Beginning Jan. 2 Missouri Theatre 
started special Saturday morning 
shows for children. Admission is 10c. 
and children will be permitted to 
remain for regular program. 

Roxy Theatre, South St. Louis 
nabe, reopened New Year’s Eve after 
extensive alterations. 


Hartford, Conn. 


Eddy Meyerson, formerly assistant 
manager of the Loew’s theatre, pro- 
moted to manager of the Worchester, 
Mass., Family theatre. Replaced 
here by Harry Dramin, formerly 
chief of staff. 

Hugh Campbell flow manager of 
theh WB Central, and Barney 
Grogan is at Warners’ Rialto. 

Zack Freedman, formerly with 
Fox, Brooklyn, now manager of 
State, Hartford. 








Greenville, S. C. 

Harry M. Pickett, Jr., onetime con- 
nected with the Rivoli and Carolina 
here but recently in other biz here, 
gone to Greensboro, N. C., where he 
will manage the Criterion. 

Work nearing completion on small 
pic house in St. Matthews, S. C. This 
will be the first time town has had 
theatre in over 10 years. 





Memphis. 

Sam Kirby, former theatre and 
publicity man with the Interstate 
Circuit and in Fort Smith and Little 
Rock, is new manager of Orpheum, 
succeeding Lou Hellborn. Hellborn 
returns to theatre interests in Den- 
ver. Chalmers Cullins will continue 
booking the Orpheum shows. 





Denver. 
George A. Allan, who opened the 
Center several months ago, has sold 
to J. B. Melton and returned to Salt 
Lake City. Center, now a 15-cent 
grind, was a first-run house. 


Seattle. 

Jensen-von Herberg announce Bill 
Cooley from manager Roxy in Bal- 
lard district to manager of Vene- 
tian, in Capital Hill district, suc- 
ceeding Art Hile, resigned. Bob 
Shearer, former J-v H employee, be- 
comes manager of Roxy. 








Lincoln. 

Election in the I. A. T. S. E. here 
places Roy Warner in the presi- 
dential seat for 1937. John Hamp- 
ton is v.p.; Lem Mulner, sergeant-at- 
arms; Ashley Williams, treasurer; 
Homer Hotchkiss, corresponding sec- 
retary; Jimmy McCauley, business 


agent. 

A $15,000 fire completely destroyed 
the Crystal, Wauneta, Neb., this 
week. House was owned by Dr. F. 





E. Rider, 





Window Stoppers 


Simple stunts to attract attention 
to window displays help materially, 
but they seem to be seldom used. 
Chief among these is the ‘broken’ 
window, which is produced without 
injury to the glass plate. These are 
produced by cutting some object 
apart and pasting the halves to 
either side of the glass. There are 
a number of cements which can be 
used and easily removed with alco- 
hol. A wooden brick, for example, 
is cut on a slant an. the two halves 
carefully matched. Cracks are drawn 
with soap and the result is some- 
thing that will stop the average pe- 
destrian dead in his tracks, particu- 
larly if a barrier is erected osten- 
sibly to protect from the danger of 
falling glass. Baseballs, bits of 
scantling, and even a can of paint, 
have been successfully used. 
Another good one is the upset can 
or bottle in the window, apparently 
the result of an accident. A paint 
can is partly filled with rosin, tinted 
to the desired color and melted. 
When almost cold it is tilted on its 
side and permitted to run onto a 
sheet of paper. The effect is realis- 
tic and arresting, and yet it is al- 
most childishly simple. 

One very simple attractor is an 
electric bell with the gong removed 
and so placed that the hammer 
strikes against the glass. For an in- 
termittent effect (which is more de- 
sirable) the bell is mounted on a 
flexible support and backed by an 
eccentric wheel which at each revo- 
lution nresses the hammer close to 
the glass. The small motors which 
come with the larger erector sets 
are excellent for this purpose and 
can be run from dry cells. 

If a window display is worth 
while, it is intelligent to go to some 
extra effort to get fullest attention. 





Easter Fashions 


Easter fashion shows should be 
planned sufficiently far ahead to as- 
sure a good production, and Easter 
comes pretty early this year. Stores 
should be contacted early and sold 
hard on the idea that it pays to work 
in advance. 

This season one manager plans not 
one fashion show but three. He will 
permit each of a trio of stores to 
stage its performance one night, 
providing the stage and accessories, 
but letting the store plan its own 
presentation, select its own models 
and pick its own music. The thea- 
tre, however, will bring in a profes- 
sional model from its key city who 
will spend a week training the girls, 
using the theatre in the mornings, 
As the town is fairly small, it is pre- 
sumed the models will be pretty 
much the same in all three shows, 
The professional will not stage the 
shows, but merely teach the girls 
how to model. Manager figures that 
each store will be on tiptoe to beat 
the others. Stipulation is that only 
cards on the sides of the arch can 
be used for advertising, plus one two 
minute chat on fashions, if desired. 

Generally, however, better results 
come from letting all who desire en- 
ter models in a single production, 
with each store given proper credit 
for its productions. If there is only 
one large store, it will be better to 
center upon this and assure an even 
production. 

Prior to the fashion show for 
gowns other smaller shows can be 
staged for footwéar and hats, and in 
many spots a masculine fashion show 
will be good for one or two nights 
if proper models can be obtained. 
Harder to get the men to strut than 
to persuade the women. 

The fashion show went dowii dur- 
ing the depression. That’s over now, 
and the stunt can be revived. 


No Takers 


Greenville, S. C. 

A good try but nevertheless an 
exploitation dud jumped back in 
Fred (Ritz Theatre) Curdts face 
while trying to ballyhoo ‘Mr. Deeds’ 
pic here. 

Curdts spent no end of time in 
trying to find two kind old ladies 
who believed in ‘pixies’ so that he 
could admit them free, thus getting 
a build-up on that laughable se- 
quence of the film concerning them. 
No two old ladies could be found 
who would sell their mirth right for 
a mess of footage! 





* 





Type Mortises 


With double features prevalent, 
there is a growing difficulty in get- 
ting the type mortised into the dis- 
play, particularly where a cut is 
used for the main feature. Some 
years ago Nelson B. Bell, of Wash- 
ington, solved the problem neatly 
by making up new cut copy. Lock- 
ing type into a mortise is often un- 
certain and presents many mechan- 
ical difficulties. He used a compo- 
site cut copy, pasting specially set 
banks of type onto the drawn de- 
sign and having it photographed as 
a whole. It formed a solid printing 
surface in which the type lines could 
not shift or ride up. 

This is particularly good where 








(Continued on page 30) 
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Greene, Balaban 
Talking to F&M 
On St. Louis Deal 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 
Arthur Greene, local financier, is 
| supposed to be ready to put $1,000,000 
| in a theatre situation and has picked 
upon St. Louis, with accounts indi- 
cating that he has talked to Fanc!] 
& Marco about buying into that « 
fit. A. J. Balaban is understood 
have notified F. & M. that any ad: 








J. Balaban has been figuring on 
} 


which Greene might make would 
volve Bajaban 
| There has been no deal made ; 

| yet. The thing apparently awaits th: 
i! return of Harry Arthur, Jr., to St. 
| Louis. Arthur is in New York cur- 
| rently, as is Mike Marco. 

| This does not mean that A. J. Bala 
| ban will operate but if he * sees 
interested financially, undoubtedly 
would have some advisory say-so on 
ares 


also. 





RE gh ee show business for the 
| last three or four years. His most 
| recent possibility was with RKO, 

through Leo Spitz, at the studio. 


| Nothing came of it. 


‘20TH. FOX ANNOUNCES 
_ FURTHER STUDIO BLDG. 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

In line with studio policy of using 
up surplus so as to reduce taxes (at- 
tested by Christmas bonuses, lavish 
tokens to press and others at Yule- 
tide, and generally upped budgets on 
most films on all the lots), newest 
construction program is announced 
by 20th Century-Fox, following on 
heels of building work done by 
Metro, Warners, Paramount, Univer- 
sal and Columbia. Twentieth itself 
put up several swank new buildings 
during 1936, spending $2,000,000. 
Built were two new stages, adminis- 
tration building with 250 offices, 
property building, editorial building, 
with 18 cutting rooms, 54 film vaults 
and six projection rooms, electric 
powerhouse and new wing and new 
kitchen on Cafe de Paris. 

For 1937 Robert Fairbanks, studio 
manager in charge, announces three 
new stages, three-story building for 
production dept., three-story dress- 
ing room building, and two-story 
wardrobe building, as well as new 
mechanical shops and extensions on 
sound dept. and coffee shop. 





DeSylva Hires Savo 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Jimmy Savo will come out from 
New York to do a chore in Univer- 
sal’s ‘Hippodrome.’ 

Savo was the first casting for the 
picture which will be produced by 
B. G. DeSylva. Allen K. Foster set 
to put on the dances. 





Arthur Voegtlin, veteran designer 
identified with N. Y. Hippodrome for 
years, leaves this week for Holly- 
wood, where he will help in produc- 
tion of ‘Hippodrome’ for Universal. 


RKO Ties Stevens 


Onslow Stevens, currently appear- 
ing in ‘Stage Door’ on Broadway, 
has been given a contract at RKO. 

Studio recently bought screen 
rights to ‘Door,’ with Katharine Hep- 
burn, Ginger Rogers and Burgess 
Meredith tentatively cast. 








Gravet Quits Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Fernand Gravet, French actor, has 


pulled out for New York whence 
he’ll sail Jan. 16 for Paris. 
Gravet was brought over by 


Mervyn LeRoy for ‘The King and 
the Chorus Girl,’ at Warners. 





PAR UPS LIL MANLEY 

Lillian Manley, formerly assistant 
director of tests for Paramount in 
N. Y., has been promoted to talent 
coach, 

She replaces Cecil Clovelly, who 
goes to London as talent scout for 
same outfit. 





Drew In Col. Pic 
Hollywood, Jan. 12 
Roland Drew, recently returned 
from picture work in England, goes 


into ‘Weather or No’ at Columbia. 
Ralph Bellamy and Ida Lupino top 
cast, 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—— ee 


One of the biggest 1937 hangovers for the picture industry is the recent 
outbreak of litigation. Real headache is wrapped up in the bundle of new 
civil actions instigated by exhibitors against major distributing compznies, 
legal staffs working overtime as the cases continued to grow in number 
during recent weeks. ; t 

Most of these suits are based on the old complaint of unfair clearance 
or that the exhibitor is not given a fair deal in the matter of picture 
availability. Majority of them are brought under the anti-trust acts. 

Neither parties to the suits likes them. Even the complaining exhibitor 
thinks they are costly both from a monetary viewpoint and also from the 
standpoint that they quite often take him away from his theatre business. 





After seeing ‘A Doctor’s Diary,’ print of which has just arrived in the 
east, Paramount people believe John Trent, former air pilot, worthy of 
a buildup. This is Trent’s first picture, made for Par release by B. P. 
Schulberg, who holds the actor’s contract, 

Schulberg discovered Trent in a unique manner while on a plane be- 
tween Los Angeles and New York. Several women on the airship, ga-ga 
over the pilot, suggested he’d be great in pictures, so Schulberg asked 
him if he’d like to act. Trent declared he wouldn’t, but later on, after 
some crashes, his wife wanted him to quit flying and he went to Schulberg 
to see if the offer still held good. It did, 





Basic patents held by S. A. Murdock on the 16mm. camera, acquired 
some time ago by H. L. Gumbiner, former Los Angeles independent ex- 
hibitor, are the basis of a new 16mm. camera just perfected. Gumbiner, 
with Gerry Fitzgerald, L. A. department store executive, and R. C. Leitner, 
engineer, have been working on the invention for several years. It is 
claimed the new camera will function the same as a 35mm. machine, and 
that studio production costs can be materially reduced by use of the new 
type equipment for all preliminary shooting on pictures. 

Film industry lobbyist crashed the Congressional gates last week. 
Prompting much finger-pointing, picture rep lounged against the back rail 
while President Roosevelt was making his annual address to joint session 
of the Senate and House. Only other outsiders on the floor were radio 
people running broadcasts of the speech, kids of members and House 
attaches. 

Contrary to general belief, filmite did not pose as a cameraman (they 


were all confined to the galleries) but was invited inside by indiscreet | 


lawmaker, 





Quite a ruckus was raised on the Coast recently when the California 
Prison Board investigated the filming of certain prison scenes at San 
Quentin without permission of Warden Court Smith. Studio had allegedly 
taken the film after offering a guard $250 weekly to act as technical 
adviser. Outcome was that Gov. Frank F. Merriam asserted that the of- 
ficials would not make a decision as to the interior shots until they had 
seen the completed film. 





Summary of Federal Communications Commission delving into Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inc., history may never see daylight. Running 
short of cash, commish has shelved the voluminous documents on which 
recent New York hearings were based and only record is in the still- 
unpublished transcript. Unless Congress loosens pursestrings, commish 
probably never will be in position to print the record for general dis- 
tribution or issue chronology of ERPI activities. 





Two-way winner is Vic Shapiro, publicity boss for Major Productions, 
who engineered successful gag in contest for bachelors to come to Holly- 
wood and visit Mae West. He has now written a scenario titled ‘The 
Farmer’s Son,’ which deals with the bachelor contest. Additional claim to 
fame is that story is first of year to be registered with Screen Writers’ 
Guild of Authors’ League. Shapiro writes under pen name of Victor 
Mansfield, his first two names. 





Federal expenditures for motion pictures will remain the same next 
year, President Roosevelt's 1938 budget estimates showed last week. With 
the outlay for propaganda being cut in many departments, principal agen- 
cies spending money for production or lease of films were not sliced. 
Agriculture Department gets $79,000, same as this year, for production of 
educational reels, and Navy gets $80,000, unchanged, for rental of pix for 
the fleet. 





Early press day (Sunday) for Variety’s anniversary issue resulted in 
some of the estimates on picture grosses outside New York going awry, 
chiefly due to unexpected over the holiday stanza. ‘After the Thin 
Man’ (Metro) at the Penn, Pittsburgh, got $31,900, a new record 
high for the house with straight pictures. On the other hand, ‘Plainsman’ 
(Par) at the Chicago, Chicago, estimated to do $55,000 last week, wound 
up with $39,000. 





Indie writer, a Hollywood vet, insists on having his modest paycheck 
padded with extra emoluments by way of a title, such as story editor, 
script supervisor, etc., as he moves from studio to studio in Holly wood. 
Recently he consented to join a major organization at no increase in 
salary, but on the inducement he would be given some fictitious sub-exec 
billing. He is generally humored. 





February issue of Modern Screen, fan mag, medaliions Columbia’s ‘Lost 
Horizon’ as the best picture of the month despite the fact that the film 
had not been given a press preview. Two months previously Red Book 
went overboard on same picture as best of the month at that time, al- 
though it was only partially shot and nobody had seen much more than 
a few rushes, 

Chicago Council for Freedom From Censorship, originally organized as 
result of municipal banning of “Tobacco Road’ and ‘Children’s Hour,’ legit 
shows, now beginning to peer into the picture censorship situation in Chi- 
cago as a scct of sideline and as a wedge for greater power in the legit 
biz. Are seeking an investigation of the salaries and setup of the Chi 
flicker censor board. 








General Theatre Equipment Corp. has paid off loan from the Chase 
National bank amounting to nearly $2,000,000. 


cured through exercise of subscription warrants for the capital stock. 


Stock warrants for more than 91,000 shares had been exercised wp to 
Dec. 30. 





Airplane which crashed near Hollywood killing 12 aboard was the ship 
that George A. Hirliman rented for the air location trip for ‘Park Avenue 
Logger.’ Pilots and hostess, Yvonne Trego, were on board and the latter 
spoke lines. After the tragedy these scenes were clipped, Hirliman sub- 
Stituting several scenes with Dixie McCoy, script girl. 

‘A Star is Born,’ Selznick-International starrer for Fredric March and 
Janet Gaynor, has more than one point of similarity to ‘What Price Holly- 
wood,’ produced by Selznick several years back at RKO-Radio, with Con- 
Stance Bennett and Lowell Sherman. Studio states same story is not 
being usea. 

Veteran writer, actor and director, working with a novice scenarist 
on his first important job at a Coast major studio, refused screen credit 
although the latter admitted his collaborator deserved 75% of the laurels 
for doing the original story. Just a gesture. 


Understanding in Wall | 
Street is that most of money used in clearing up the obligation was se- | 


KEITH REINSTATED 


fquity Fine Revoked—Had Been 
Laid Up, Ill 








Suspension and fine of Ian Keith 
from Equity revoked and he was re- 
instated after explaining why he did 
not join the Screen Actors’ Guild as 
ordered. Actor explained that he 
was in a hospital suffering from a 


ing on a horse before the camera 
and did not receive notification from 
Equity. 
Keith also stated he was out of 
| pictures for eight months and was 
| at Ann Arbor, Mich., last summer for 
| legit apearance and returned to the 
Coast, after the Guild situation had 
been disclosed. 

There are still 24 members on the 
| Coast who were suspended and fined 
$100, same fine to apply each season. 





| 


COLOR STILLS 
DEVELOPMENT 


By George Barr Brown 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

| Gain in popularity of color photo- 
| graphs and increased available pub- 
| lication space for all types of still 
photos has raised this phase of mo- 
tion picture production to unprece- 
dented importance in the industry 
during 1936. The outlook for 1937 
indicates an even further increase, 
particularly in color. 

The past year has seen the major 
studios, and man: of the more 
prominent independent producers, 
install special color equipment in 
their portrait galleries and labora- 
tories, taking advantage of the in- 
|ereasing outlets for color stills in 
|the daily papers, Sunday sections, 
fan magazines, and other periodicals 
going in for this type of reproduc- 
| tion. Lobbies and displays are also 
|demanding more color, especially 
| full-toned portraits and 
| ploiting production value. 














are favored—the Dufay 


method. 


ing cheaper than the 


process. 


tising, exploitation and 
will be made in color, 
majority of the usual routine pro- 
duction set pictures will continue in 
black and white. 
Rush On Candids 

Demand for more pictures of all 
kinds, particularly candid camera 
shots and miracle eye photos, by the 
press and public, is putting heavy 
calls upon the studios for more 


creased publication space. Many 
daily papers, devoting several full 
pages to photos, consume thousands 





broken back, sustained when stunt-! 


shots ex- 


At the present stage, two processes 
negative 
precess and the hand-tinted paper 
Estimates show that color 
costs about 10 times as much as reg- 
ular black and white, the tint be- 
negative 


According to several studio execu- 
tives, if color publication continues 
to increase at the present rate, half 
of the stills mainly used for adver- 

publicity 
while the 





syndicates are serviced with as 
many as 150 prints from a single 
negative. 


more and more, while some of the 
mags fill practically all pages with 
photographs. New publications, ap- 
pearing on the stands for the first 
time during 1936, have further added 


to output, and upped size of numer- | 


ous roto sections come in for their 
; Share material. 

| Based on a computed average cost 
| of $1,200 per motion picture for 


| stills, Hollywood’s important studios | 
have spent close to $500,000 during | 


1936 and expect to far exceed this 
figure for the coming year. Average 
major studio expended in the neigh- 
| borhood of $80,000 each for main- 
tenance of this single department. 

Advent of color, naturally, is up- 
ping costs, with some studios paying 
|experts as high as $250 for deliver- 
ing one negative and one print using 
Dufay equipment and quoting prices 
| of $50 a print, thereafter. These costs 
| occur in studios which do not own 
|their color cameras, which cost 
| $6,000. Studios such as 
| Metro, Paramount and Universal are 
| color camera equipped and cost of 
| operating is cut down, as their own 
experts do the photographing and 
lab work. Others are using private 
| experts on special assignments, 
Hand-Tints Favored 

The hand-tint process is favored 
highly by some organizations due to 
| the comparative extremely low cost. 
| These shots are specially posed and 


| 
} 


} 


News magazines, as well | 


/as other types of periodicals, want | 


10 Bway First-Runs Eating Up 
Lots of Film Product; Holdovers 


Alone Help in Some Situations 


of negatives and prints, while some | 


Demand for first run bookings in 
the Times Square area, within a 
radius of 10 blocks, has reached a 
peak which, in the opinion of op- 
erators, will eventually mean the 
elimination of some houses. These, 
it is held, will fall by the wayside 
because of inability to sustain them- 
selves in a catch-as-catch-can fight 
for product. 

Whether theatres are to continue 
in first or second runs—or mix both, 
as some do—it is inevitable that 
some of them, whichever the vic- 
tims, cannot permanently weather 
the odds they are struggling against 
in the face of present difficulties. 
The quest for first run pictures has 
finally become so frenzied that al- 
most any independent picture has a 
chance to shoot for Broadway play- 


| dates of a calibre better than ever 


Warners, | 


| 


before in history. 

Were it not for the fact that dur- 
ing the past year there have been a 
large number of holdovers of first 
runs in the larger houses, many a 
week would have seen theatres of 
lesser importance unable to fill first 
run playdates. Playing second runs 
is no easier since something of a 
monopoly on second runs is main- 
tained by a few circuit buyers. 

Mixing ’Em in Daalers 

The merchandising of pictures in 
the Broadway zone by a varied 
group of operators has developed to 


| the point where now a total of 10 


theatres are regularly buying first 


| runs, while more than a half dozen 


| costumed for tinting and laboratory | 


; charges on them are far below those 

/of the straight negative process. 
With Warners heading the list of 

|contemplated equipment improve- 


|ments with a planned $85,000 new | 


| plant, all other studios are consider- 
|ing further expansion in their still 
| photograph departments, 
| Probably the largest unit is at 
| Paramount, with a personnel con- 
sisting of two portrait artists, two 
news photogs, candid camera expert, 
|}one color photographer and the 
| varying number of unit men, ac- 


!cording to number of motion pic-| 


tures in production. Warners tops 
with three portraiteurs. 

All seven major studios maintain 
their laboratories, which include re- 


touching and tinting experts, These | 
laboratories turn out black and white | 
| negatives at a cost of from 65c. to} 


$1, depending upon the individual 
| Studio’s overhead charge. 


others are getting pictures first 
crack as occasionals. Sometimes the 
occasionals will have two pictures 
first run, but generally it’s as com- 
pany with a second run on double 
bills. Situation has reached the state 
where any feature of even a ree 
motely passable character is cone 
| sidered. 

In addition to the Astor, which 
now roadshows pictures, new prod- 
uct is demanded regularly by the 
Music Hall, Capitol, Roxy, Para- 
mount, Rivoli, Strand, Rialto, Cri- 
terion and Globe. This is a total of 
10 new features week in and week 
| out, although if the Crit goes back 
to duals, it will mean one more te 
fill that house’s demands. Over and 
above this heavy demand on the dis- 
tributors, there being only eight 
majors, other houses are constantly 
trying to book first runs. 

An occasidnal which recently has 
been spotting a first run with a sec- 
| ond on duals with considerable regu- 
| larity, is the RKO Palace. Mean- 


| While most of the independent | time, because of the demand for first 


| bury and the Archer laboratories do 
'most of the work of the straight 
| Indies. 





UA Theatre Circuit's Recap Plan 
Pays Up $15 Cash Back Dividends 





Preferred shareholders of United 
Artists Theatre Circuit will get a 
$15 cash dividend plus new common 
stock under the company’s proposed 
recapitalization plan. There is a 
back dividend due on the company’s 
outstanding 30,000 shares of pre- 
\ferred amounting to around $35 per 
|share, and the preferred  share- 
holders probably will be asked to 
waive the balance due. 

Additionally the preferred share- 
holders will be asked to take a re- 
duction in the interest rate on the 
| preferred from $7 per share to $5 
per share annually. The common 
stock of the company will be in- 
| creased from 500,000 shares to 600,000 
shares under the plan, which in all 
probability may be announced in the 
next few days. 

Practical result of the plan is that 
the company will have liquidated its 
back due dividend entirely, without 
increasing the amount of preferred 
shares outstanding. 

For the year ended Aug. 31, 1936, 
the U. A. Theatre Circuit earned 
$167.845 net. 

The U. A. Circuit controls Metro- 
politan Playhouses (Fox Met) which 
circuit of approximately 85 theatres 
is divided into two sub-operating 





j firms, the Randforce Circuit and the 


|Skouras Theatres Corp. Randforce 


is operated by Sam Rinzler and | 
theatres | 


| Harry Frisch. Randforce 


} 
1 


| are mostly in Brooklyn and Long | 


| Island. George Skouras operates the 


remainder of the old Fox Met the- | 


atres. * 

The U. A. Theatre Circuit’s re- 
capitalization plan hasn't anything 
to do with these operations, or the 
Metropolitan earnings. Among the 
U. A. Theatre Circuit houses is in- 
cluded the Rivoli, on Broadway, be- 
sides de luxers in many principal 
cities which houses are operated by 
others or leased to major film firms. 
Altogether the U. A. Theatre Circuit 
of itself and outside of Metropolitan 
Playhouses, covers an estimated 60 
theatres, around 35 of which are on 
the Coast under F-WC_ operation 
(20th Century-Skouras). * Joseph M. 
Schenck, chairman of the board of 
20th Century-Fox, is president of 
United Artists Theatre Circuit. 








GRACE MOORE’S PLANS 


Grace Moore comes eastward Jan. 
25. At present she is resting at Tri- 
angle Ranch, Ariz. Her appearances 
at the Metropolitan Opera, N. Y., are 
being réscheduled. 


She airs over General Motors hour | 


on Feb. 7. 


| producers making films for major | run playdates, Eighth avenue spots 
| releases have their still work done | such as the Tivoli, Arena, Columbus 
photographs. This is also due to in-| by their respective studios, Wood- | and Times, which in the past played 


numerous first runs on the year, are 
/now reduced to a small minimum, 
This is-also true of the old Stanley; 
and with first runs scarcer and 
scarcer, Loew’s Mayfair, which re- 
placed that circuit’s old New York, 
is entirely second run. The old New 
York theatre ard roof frequently 
found enough first run _ product 
around to couple up two new ones at 
a time. Loew occasionally gets one 
| for the Ziegfeld. 

The prospects for second run poli- 
cies in the Times Square fight are 
even less inviting. RKO and Loew’s, 
with heavy buying power and sece 
ond run commitments to Harry 
Brandt, of the Globe, with his large 
chain, makes it virtually impossible 
for an indie to go second run with 
any degree of success, Loew’s has 
its State and Mayfair as second runs, 
which all distributors favor, while 
RKO is fortified with the Palace. 
Owing to his buying power, Brandt 
is in the position where he can get 
an edge on first as well as second 


runs, 





U Flaps ‘Wings’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Preparations are being made at 
Universal to put ‘Wings Over Hono- 
lulu’ into production. Isabel Dawn 
and Boyce De Gaw scripted. Henry 
Potier will direct. 

Ray Milland, Jane Wyatt and Wil- 
/liam Gargan will be toppers. 


| 





FAY BAINTER’S PAR PIC 

Fay Bainter has gone to the Coast 
to appear in ‘The Years Are So 
Long,’ Paramount feature starring 


Victor Moore. 
She is slated to take the place for- 
'merly assigned to Aline MacMahon, 
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soc onnain a i ea 


it Sonica mob howled for his life! ... 














Torn from the arms of his sweetheart, 
he was railroaded to murderers’ row! 
...lnnocent, he faced a thousand living 


deaths in prison, though his sent, 


demanded but one! 


Reape: 


SEE nist cs eemniernmgrnes 
crimes solved in the laboratory. 


aya the inside workings_of the scaffold ...as the 
cannon ball rolls down the tracks and springs 
the trap that huris men to doom! 


SE The riot in the death house! ... Murderers’ 
Row an uproar! Missiles flying! .. . Tear-gas 
creeping! ... Machine guns rattling... Prisoners in 
revolt, screaming: “Don't let that innocent boy die!” 


SE Gangland in action, as killers hold up a factory, 
snatch the payroll and shoot their ‘way out! 


SEE Inside secrets of prison life... The prison 

grapevine telegraph in action... a message 
hammered in code over the waterpipes through the 
walls: “Thompson's not guilty!” , 


S FE “Truth serum” in use!...A “squeal” wrung 
from the lips of the man who killed a squealer. 


SEE THE EXCITING ROMANCE OF JOHN 
THOMPSON...OF THE GIRL WHO BELIEVED 
IN HIM...AND OF THE COP WHO PUT HIM 
IN JAIL AND FELL IN LOVE WITH HIS GIRL! 


. , Fs ‘ 68 | i 
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THE TERRIFIC DRAMA OF MEN WHO! 


MEASURE THEIR LIVES IN MINUTES 


——= 
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~. . TORN FROM HEARTS THAT ham 





ONCE KNEW LOVE AND TENDERNESS! 
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RADIO 


WE WHO ARE 
ABOUT TO DIE 


with PRESTON FOSTER 
ANN DVORAK 
JOHN BEAL 


An Edward Small Production 
Directed by Christy Cabanne 
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‘United Theatrical & M. P. Workers’ | Hispano Orgs at $25,000 
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Union, New Outht Allied With Lewis 





A theatrical union whose member- 
ship would include everyone work- 
ing in theatres, studios, laboratories 
and exchanges excepting the owners, 
visualizes a charter from the indus- 
trial organization federation which 
John L. Lewis is trying to set up in 
upposition to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. The union is known 
as the United Theatrical and Motion 
Picture Workers of America. 

Although United has been in exist- 
ence about nine months, not until 
now have quietly formulated plans 
reached the point where a number 
of locals are to be welded into a 
national organization at a ‘conven- 
tion to be held in two or three 
weeks, probably in New York. This 
national organization, for which offi- 
cers and a board of directors will be 
elected by the heads of locals now 
in existence, will then prepare to 
solidify its position and take an ac- 
tive part in backing the Lewis drive 
for so-called industrial organization 
in this country. 

At present a total of 60 locals 
throughout the U. S. have been set 
up by United organizers, according 
to Bernard Deckoff, who is president 
of the first of these locals organized, 


No. 1 in New York. The 60 locals | by membership. 


will become part of a national organ- 
ization and other locals will be 
formed later in larger as well as me- 
dium-sized communities. 

The I. A., which is supporting 
William Green and the A, F. L., with 
George E. Brown now a v.p. of the 
latter, is assertedly opposed to a sin- 
gle union’s jurisdiction over an en- 


tire industry and thus is opposed to | 


Lewis. 

The United union, according to 
Deckoff, will include in its member- 
ship not only all salaried persons 
working in theatres (film and legit), 
such as operators, stage hands, musi- 
cians, managers, electricians, ushers, 
cashiers, matrons, doormen, etc., but 
will also embrace all help in studios, 
film laboratories and exchanges. 
Deckoff declares the United mem- 
bership is growing daily, but de- 
clines to even approximate what the 
membership figure is at present. He 
himself has been a licensed operator, 
but carries no card in any union 
such as 306, Allied or Empire. He 
declares he couldn’t get into Local 
306. 

One of the moves already made by 
the United outfit is. taking into its 
fold the Film Exchange Employees 
Union, which staged an unsuccessful 
campaign last spring to. unionize 
shippers, examiners, handlers, etc., 
in exchanges in New York. This 
union obtained a charter from the 
A. F. L. and was known as Local 
20043. This charter has since been 
dropped. 

Deckoff states the United union 
has no charter and is not incorpo- 
rated, the goal being a charter or 
whatever form of recognition is 
given out by Lewis, when and if he 
sets up his own labor federation. 

United is enrolling only men who 
are working at their craéts in the- 
atres, studios, laboratories or ex- 
changes, according to Deckoff, who 
infers also that men who are mem- 
bers of other unions rtow are fvdin- 
ing United on the q.t. 


-_ 





House Reviews 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 12) 











quiet along the domestic front. And 
by omission, the same seems to apply 
for international matters, despite the 
daily blare of newspaper headlines. 
Paramount does come through with 
a niftily captured bit showing a 
Spanish freighter racing from New 
York harbor with a load of airplanes 
aboard while close behind is the 

S. Customs cutter, the Icarus, 
ready to halt the former in the 
event word from Washington says 
that Congress has acted against ship- 
ments to countries stricken with 
Civil war. 

Metro leads off the clip melange 
With some excerpts from President 
t.oosevelt’s address before Congress. 
The celluloid contribution couldn't 
have been much more skimpy. This 
same newsreel outfit scores on the 
imatie side with an illustrated ser- 
mon on the theme that crime does 
not pay. District Attorney Geoghan 
of Brooklyn is shown listening to 
‘ne story of a youth who is about 
to die in the electric chair for the 
killing of a subway coin collector 
Appended to this scene are others 


a 


A 





, Carle’s 1st 100 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Richard Carle’s 100th role in 
pictures came up in ‘Racketeers 
in Exile’ at Columbia. 
Before going pictures in 1927, 
actor was on the stage for 30 
years. 


IA MULLS GEN'L 
UNIONIZATION 
OF SHOW BIZ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

















Semi-annual meet of the executive 
| board of the IATSE opened here 
Jan. 11 with hearings and review of 
charges of infractions of union rules 
Board is the last 
court of appeals in the organization 
| aside from legal action. 


| Most important discussion to come 
| before board will be the proposed 
organizing of all theatre employees, 
including ushers, doormen, janitors, 
cashiers, et al. Commercial labora- 
|tory workers and sound engineers 
| working for major electrics also be- 
ing considered for unionizing. 

Another angle for mulling is the 
necessary revisions of the _ basic 
studio agreement to be presented at 
producer meeting with IA in N, Y. 
March 1, 

George E. Browne, prez of IA, pre- 
siding at sessions which continue 
through week. 





Col.’s ‘American Legion’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Columbia Picturés is rushing Mar- 
tin Mooney’s ‘American Legion’ into 
production in anticipation of a cycle 
of such stories, 
Yarn sketches activities of the Le- 
gion since the world war. 





COL.’S REGULAR DIVVY 


Columbia Pictures declared the 
usual quarterly dividend of 68%4c per 
share on the preferred stock last 
week.. This divvy is payable Feb. 
15 to stockholders on record Feb. 3. 
- It maintains the usual rate of $2.75 
annually, * |” , “e 


oe 





Par Renews Science Shorts 
Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Paramount has contracted Jerry 
Fairbanks and Robert Carlisle for 
six more Popular Science shorts. 


Deal also gives Paramount release 
on their other novelty shorts. 


companying it all with.a plea to help 
eradicate youthful crime. 

He tells that most of the 26 who 
are currently awaiting their turn in 
the death house in Sing Sing come 
from poverty-stricken environments, 
and he urges that crime by youth be 
stemmed by providing the right 
schooling and athletics. 


More tragedy comes from. Uni- 
versal by way of a shot showing the 
removal of 12 bodies from the wreck 
of an airplane on the mountainside 
near Sayres, Cal. Pathe also ac- 
counts for a plane crash clip, this 
one picturing the section of a pri- 
vate dwelling smashed in by a pilot- 
less bomber. In this accident three 
sleeping children had a narrow 
escape. 

Latest episode in the kidnaping of 
the Mattson boy in Tacoma is re- 
pcrted by Universal. The shot deals 
with G-men activities on the case. 
Dispute between the femme mayor 
of Daytona, Fla., and the same state’s 
ex-governor, Dave Scholz, gets a 
number cf f-ames from Metro. The 
clip shows the armed guard that the 


|mayoress threw around herself, and 


includes a shot of the guards frisk- 
ing would-be visitors to the town’s 





revealing the death chair and the | 


‘last mile,’ with Warden Lawes ac- 


fortress. 

For lighter moments there’s Uni- 
versal’s stock footage of an educated 
baboon and Fox’s Lew Lehr mono- 
logs, while the sports events are 
topped cff by Pathe’s excerpts of the 
champion pro tennis match betwéen 
Fred Perry and Ellsworth Vines. 
Fox did an exciting job in its cover- 
age of the Sugar Bowl and Orange 
Bowl games, Odee. 





To Produce Spanishers 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Hispano Film Corp. has filed in- 
corporation papers at Sacramento 
for the production of Spanish lan- 
guage films at the International stu- | 
dio here. 

Company, incorporated for $25,000, | 
has as officers: Victor Clebborn, | 
president; Francois B. deValdes, v.p., 
and K. R. Clebborn, secretary. 





NAME WB REMOTELY IN 
SOUND PATENT SUIT 








Claiming infringement of a certain 
sound patent, Virgil C. Crites, elec- | 
trical engineer, filed suit Thursday 
(7) in U. S. District Court, N. Y., 
against Albert Radtke, Leonard Day, 
Thomas Martin, the Radtke Patent 
Corp., United Research Corp. and 
Warner Bros. The plaintiff asks no 
monetary damages but seeks the re- 
turn of all sound equipment in which 
he claims his device is being utilized. 


In his complaint, in which Warners 
came in as a remote defendant, 
Crites cites that Radtke in December, 
1922, filed = patent for a sound im- 
provement. He _ subsequently as- 
signed his rights to the patent to the 
American Development & Operating | 
Co, 

Crites claimed that Radtke worked 
for American in 191€ as his assistant 
and that the invention Radtke now 
claims was based on information 
gotten by him while in the American 
Co.’s employ. Crites also claims that 
in 1931 all the defendants conspired 
to obtain a second patent on the 
sound improvement and that Warner 
Bros. at that time obtained ‘certain 
interests’ in the patent, 





Medbury Talks ‘Sea’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
John P. Medbury will narrate his 
dialog of Grand National’s ‘Killers 
of the Sea,’ which Raymond Friedgen 
produced off the coast of Florida. 


Picture is being completed here 
with release skeded for February, 





Enright Lands ‘Marine’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Direction of ‘Singing Marine,’ 
starrer for Dick Powell at Warners, 
goes to Ray Enright, 


Pie rolls Jan. 19. 





Wilcoxon to Egypt 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Henry Wilcoxon will leave this 
month for Cairo, to start work in 
Capitol Films’ production of ‘Salt.’ 
Actor ~ currently: is’ working in 
‘Souls. at Sea’ at Paramount. on 





20th Signs Jr. Chaney 
Hollywood, Jan. i2. ” 


Lon Chaney, Jr., signed to termer 
at 20th-Fox. 


Reorganized Monogram (Sterling 


Picts) All Set, 


+ 





; Real and Reel 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Robert Warwick is playing 
the role of Lord Warwick in 
‘The Prince and the Pauper’ 
at Warners. 

Few miles away Metro has 
the real Earl of Warwick in a 
picture, 














5 AMUS. STOCKS 
AGAIN MAKE 
NEW HIGHS 


Five stocks reached new highs for |new Mono company 





Golden Sales Head 


With a meeting shortly to be held 
with franchise members of W. Ray 
Johnson’s restored Monogram Pic- 
tures, a sales organization is being 
prepared with Eddie Golden at its 
head. Golden rejoined Johnston 
Saturday (9). He had been general 
sales manager for the old Monogram 
company, later shifting to Republic 
and some months ago resigning from 
latter. 

In consequence of recently acquir- 
ing about 45% of outstanding stock 
in the old Monogram outfit, owned 
largely by franchise holders who 
shifted into Republic when Mono be- 
came jnactive, Johnston has changed 
the name of Sterling Pictures Corp. 
to Monogram. Sterling had been or- 
ganized by Johnston, pending action 
of the Mono board which resulted in 
complete acquisition of the Mono 
stock by Johnston. Now that all the 
assets of which Johnston did not 
have control have been taken over 
from other Mono stockholders, the 
acquires. the 


this year and last during the first | executive setup of Sterling, which is 


full week of trading on the New 
York stock exchange last week. 

Paced by the persistently strong 
Paramount group, General Electric, 
General Theatre Equipment, Loew’s 
and Par common and first preferred 
registered new peaks. Subsequently, 
Paramount second preferred also hit 
a new high. 

Net profit of Loew’s, Inc., for the 
12 weeks ended Nov. 19, 1936, in- 
creased nearly $2,000,000 over the 
same quarter in the previous year. 
This is the initial quarterly report in 
the 1936-37 fiscal year which ends in 
August, ’37, 

The net profit for the first quarter 
in the new fiscal 12-month period 
totaled $3,457,973, as compared with 
$1,811,396 in the corresponding 12 
weeks of 1935. Before depreciation 
and taxes an even greater margin of 
gain was shown. Loew’s reported 
$5,039,020 for the first quarter, as 
against $2,975,994 in 1935. 

Perhaps the tremendous pickup in 
earnings in the three-month period 
(Aug. 19 to Nov. 19, 1936) is best 
shown by the manner in which per 
share earnings hiked. 
~ For the single quarter the common 
per share earnings were $2.14, as 
compared with only $1.08 in the cor- 
responding period of 1935. As with 
the common, the preferred earnings 
also. practically doubled. Report 
showed $25.29 earnings per preferred 
share, as against $13.25 for com- 
parable period of preceding year. 

Incidentally, the earnings on the 
common for the one quarter cover 
full dividend requirements for the 
full year, while the preference earn- 
ings are approximately four times 
that needed for a full year’s period. 

If the present earnings are sub- 
stantially maintained--in the subse- 
quent three-quarters, Loew would be 
able to show around $8 on the com- 
mon shares. With the present fed- 
eral tax on undistributed earnings 
remaining in effect, this is taken to 
mean in Wall Street that further ex- 








Will get a heavy studio build-up. 


tra dividends will be forthcoming on 
Loew common, 





- Culkin Has-a-Few Ideas © ~ 





Fortunately, It’s Still Just-in the Idea Stage 
—lIn Re Pix : 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

How the exhibs are going to entice 
patrons through the turnstiles if 
Congressman Francis D. Culkin of 
New York has his way and puts 
stringent film control laws on the 
books looms as a box-office night- 
mare. Along with the usual run of 
proposed statutes hitting the picture 
business, Culkin has slipped into the 
legislative hopper once more his 
masterpiece which tells Hollywood 
what it can and cannot do in the 
way of themes, scenes, and dialog. | 
Makes the Hays code look like | 
salacious literature. 

Should Culkin’s proposal ever slide 
through Congress and 
President’s signature, Hollywood 
would have to watch its step every | 
inch of the way. It would be illegal, | 
under the New Yorker's bill, to ‘pro- | 
vide for the manufacture of whole- 
some motion pictures’ for producers 
to turn out any film: 

Based upon white-slavery or com- } 
mercial vice. 

Featuring illicit love and making 
virtue odious but vice attractive. 





receive the 


| 
} 
| 





Showing ‘nakedness .or persons 


scantily dressed,’ parti(@larly sug- |’ 
gestive bedroom and @bathroom 
scenes. 


Embodying prolonged expressions 
of ‘passionate love.’ 

Primarily concerned with under- 
world themes, vice, or crime. 

Likely to encourage crime. 

Ridiculing the law, Army, Navy. 
or ‘other governmental authority.’ 
This presumably means it would be 
a crime to poke fun at a Congress- 
man. 

Offensive to any religious sect. 


Featuring ‘undue’ bloodshed and 
violence. 
Containing improper and vulgar | 


gestures, scenes, posturing, and atti- 
tudes. 
Bearing 
titles. 
Advertised through use of salacious 
text, photos, etc. 


salacious titles or sub- 


Giving the idea that drunkeness or | 


gambling may be pleasant. 
Show the use of narcotics, 
And so on.... 


| White, 


| Johnston, president; Scott R. Dunlap, 


v. p.; J. P. Friedhoff, treasurer; M. S, 
secretary. Trem Carr, who 
was v. p. of the old Mono company 
in charge of production, is now with 
Universal. 

While under an amended certifi- 
cate of incorporation, Sterling Pic- 
tures becomes Monogram Pictures, a 
Delaware corporation, the New York 
organization of Sterling is changing 
its name to W. Ray Johnston Enter- 
prises, Inc., in order that the Dela- 
ware company may register to do 
business in New York state. 

Dunlap, who will be in full charge 
of production, is now setting up shop 
in Hollywood and expects to get the 
first Mono picture for 1937-38 release 
under way by March 15. So far four 
associate producers have been set, I. 
E. Chadwick, formerly with Mono; 
Lon Young, recently with Republic; 
Ken Goldsmith anc Dorothy (Mrs. 
Wallace) Reid. Mrs. Reid was also 
with the old Mono company. 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 








Monogram pictures, under super- 
vision of Scott Dunlap, vice prez in 
charge of production, will be made 
| at New Hollywood Studios, formerly 
Talisman. I. E. Chadwick, Ken 
Goldsmith, Lon Young and Dorothy 
Reid will act as supervisors. 
dise Isle’ will go into production 
March 15, with no assignments made 
as yet. 

Chadwick is turning two of his pix, 
recently completed, into the Mono- 
gram program. They are ‘Legion 
of Missing Men’ and ‘The Outer 
Gate.’ 





Cansino, Ritter Toppers 
In GN’s Western Picture 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Rita Cansino and Tex Ritter have 
top spots in ‘Trouble in Texas,’ Rit- 


ter’s fourth western for Grand 
National, Robert N. Bradbury 
is. directing with Lindsley Par- 
sons supervising. Parsons and 


Robert Emmett wrote the original. ~ 


Charles King, Earl Dwire and Horace 
Murphy. Cages 





New Indie’s Caruso Pic 


will make as its first production 
‘Caruso,’ by Burnet Hershey and 
Lyon Mearson. Howard A. Newman 
is attorney for the firm. 

James Simonelli, company 


the co-operation of the Italian pic- 
ture industry and of the Caruso 
family in reproducing the earlier 
episodes in the life of the great 
tenor. The screen adaptation of the 
play has been made by the authors 
who sail for Italy Jan. 16 to obtain 














additional pictorial and atmospheric 
data, -_ 





A ‘GRAND’ NATIONAL PIC 
* eHollywood,-Jan. 12. ~ 
‘A $1,000 Bill,” Cosmo mag yarn by 
Manuel Komroff, will be produced 
for Grand National release by Zion 
Myers and Victor Schertzinger. 
Glen Tryon is adapting. 


Hairy Grunter in Rix 
Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Man Mountain Dean, bewhiskered 
rassier, has been set by Robert Welsh 
for a comedy spot in ‘Three Legione 
naires.’ 
Leads still unset. 


Pe rep,” 
now in Rome, has been assured, .Ofeecer— att 


‘Paras ° 


‘ | --Others in cast are Yakima Caniutt, ° 


Oceanic Pictures Corp., new indie, - 
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~ Show Biz Salaries for 1935 


(As reported by the Secretary of the Treasury to the Ways and Means 
Committee, once-a-year. A Federal regulation, report covers major in- 
come for 1935. The American press gave it wide national publicity; re- 
printed here for foreign show business information. U. S. press also 
emphasized the Hollywood salaries because of the widespread prominence 
of the film notables, although the automotive and other industries had 
many top-bracketed incomes by individuals not as widely known to the 
public at large.) 

PLAYERS 

Mae West, $480,833. 

Marlene Dietrich, $368,000. 

Bing Crosby, $318,907. 

Gary Cooper, $311,000. 

Charles Chaplin, $260,000. | 

Will Rogers, $258,000. 

Joe E. Brown, $173,438. 

Janet Gaynor, $169,750. T. J. White, $79,648. 

Carole Lombard, $156,083. John R. Hearst, $53,618. 

Piped sg serge JV. Connolly, $54400. 

_ooetaagp op aangpe J. Sterling Getchell, $57,000. 

Katherine Hepburn, $221,572. George C. Smith, $58,825. 

John Boles, $117,416. 

Kay Francis, $115,157. 

Ronald Coleman, $108,916. 

Warner Baxter, $208,000. 

Charles Ruggles, $106,278. 

Gladys Swarthout, $101,833. 

Jack Oakie, $101,625. 

Claudette Colbert, $100,000. 

Joe Penner, $100,000; from radio, | 





Howard Davis, $56,160. 
Arthur E. Griffiths, $100,000. 
Kenneth Payne, $100,000. 
Preston Goodfellow, $55,700. 
R. E. Berlin, $91,435, 

Morrill W. Goddard, $156,000. 
Mortimer Berkowitz, $123.971. 
Edgar M. Swasey, $63,035. 
Rodney E. Boone, $92,907. 

H. M. Bitner, $60,000. 


EXECUTIVES 


W. R. Sheehan, $344,231. 
Nicholas M. Schenck, $193,454. 
David Bernstein, $171,905. 
David L. Loew, $74,509. 
Leopold Friedman, $52,900. 
Charles C. Moscowitz, $52,900. 
Louis B. Mayer, $151,500. 
Irving Thalberg, $151,762. 
Edward J. Mannix, $129,057. 


$69,500. Harry Rapf, $104,000. 
Fredric March, $76,666. J. Robert Rubin, $79,475. 
Lawrence Tibbett, $63,750; from Felix Feist, $78,000. 


| Merian C. Cooper, $119,520. 
Pandro S. Berman, $138,852. 
J. R. McDonough, $80,204. 
Ned E. Depinet, $72,224, 
David Sarnoff, $75,000. 
James G. Harbord, $54,000. 
Marion Davies, $104,000. 
Mary Pickford, $22,750. 
Darryl Zanuck, $134,833. 
William Goetz, $18,833. 

H. J. Yates, $75,000. 
Edward J. Bowes, $249,999. 
E. W. Hamimons, $62,749. 

S. A. Lynch, $79,500. 

John E, Otterson, $81,000. 
Adolph Zukor, $63,238. 
Jules C. Stein, $50,000. 

H. D. Buckley, $129,526. 
Edward Small, $52,000. 
James R. Grainger, $52,000. 
Carl Laemmle, $71,437. 

S. R. Kent, $167,310. 

W. C. Michel, $52,133. 
John D. Clark, $53,300. 
Herman Webber, $59,800. 
Robert T. Kane, $86,500. 
Joséph Bernhard, $53,000. 
Albert L. Warner, $88,333. 
Jack L. Warner, $88,333. 
Abel Cary Thomas, $132,500. 
Sam E. Morris, $79,560. 
Herman Starr, $53,000. 
Jacob Wilk, $53,000. 
Robert Schless, $53,949. 

H. B. Wallis, $136,750. 
William Koenig, $82,167. 
Harry Joe Brown, $84,646. 
Sam Bischoff, $54,250. 
Watterson R. Rothacker, $50,000. 
Henry Herzbrun, $73,500. 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., $71,375. 
Harold Hurley, $99,726. 
Albert Lewis, $54,189. 
Louis D. Lighton, $68,000. 
Sam Goldwyn, $127,000. 
Myron Selznick, $52,000. 
M. H. Aylesworth, $45,180. 
William S. Paley, $169,097. 
Edward Klauber, $50,269. 
Jack Cohn, $104,000. 


14 U.S. FILMS OF 15 
SHOWING IN S. AFRICA 


Capetown, Dec. 18. 
Out of a total of 15 films playing 
South Africa’s three leading cities, 
14 are American. Single outsider is 
a product of London Films. 


American-manned clear through, 
Capetown has ‘Till We Meet Again’ 
(Par) at the Alhambra (ACT); ‘Per- 
fect Gentleman’ (MG), Royal, (U); 
‘Only Yesterday’ (U), Elstree (ACT); 


opera, $15,712, 
ZaSu Pitts, $55,555. 
Ricardo Cortez, $67,917. 
Ruby Keeler, $89,583. 
Pat O’Brien, $64,500. 
Warren William, $64,500. 
Dolores Del Rio, $75,870. 
Adolphe Menjou, $50,000. 
Carl Brisson, $80,147. 
George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
$92,000. 
William C. Fields, $76,875. 
Ann Harding, $153,750, 
Jan Kiepura, $101,806. 
Elissa Landi, $74,479. 
Pauline Lord, $52,197. 
Herbert Marshall, $105,667. 
Victor McLaglen, $121,000. 
George Raft, $90,000. 
Sylvia Sidney, $84,168. 
Margaret Sullavan, $102,431. 
Shirley Temple, $69,999. 
Sigmund Romberg, $65,905 (from 
radio). 
Rudy Vallee, $166,348. 
Paul Whiteman, $242,372. 
Al Jolson, $78,200. 
Victor Young, $58,701. 
George O’Brien, $68,191. 
Richard Dix, $60,000. 
Miriam Hopkins, $86,250. 
William Powell, $66,666. 
Barbara Stanwyck, $80,833. 
Edward Arnold, $51,854. 
Wallace Beery, $75,000. 
Slim Summerville, $70,833. 
Dick Powell, $69,500. 
Eddy Duchin, $65,000. 


WRITERS AND DIRECTORS 


James Whale, $137,750. 
Lloyd Bacon, $122,625. 
Busby Berkeley, $69,750. 
William Dieterle, $76,333. 
Archie Mayo, $75,750. 
Michael Curtiz, $102,325. 
Al Green, $98,750. 

Max Reinhardt, $105,000. 
Frank Borzage, $242,000. 
Cecil B. DeMille, $72,000. 
Marion Gering, $71,833. 
Mack Gordon, $62,250. 

Zane Grey, $90,000. 

Al Hall, $65,100. 

Samuel Hoffenstein, $72,250. 
Grover Jones, $75,858. 
Norman Krasna, $79,583. 
Vincent Lawrence, $57,250. 
Edwin Justus Mayer, $81,500. 
Leo McCarey, $129,133. 
Norman McLeod, $53,250. 
William Slavens McNutt, $72,917. 
Ralph Murphy, $54,883. 
Wesley Ruggles, $163,717. 
Alfred Santell, $124,417. 
Norman Taurog, $88,750. 
Frank Tuttle, $115,500. 
King Vidor, $140,000. 
Richard Wallace, $63,182. 








‘Frisco Kid’ (WB), Apollo (ACT) 
Raoul Walsh, $63,000. and ‘Our Relations’ (MG) at the 
Waldemar Young, $71,167. Plaza (U). 
Irving Berlin, $150,000. Situation alters in Johannesburg 


Sidney Franklin, $60,000. with the lone British ‘Scarlet Pim- 


pernel’ (London) at the Bijou (U). 





PRESS AND ADVERTISING. 


Kay Others are ‘Black Room’ (Col), 
William Randolph Hearst, $500,000. /Plaza (ACT); ‘13 Hours by Air’ 
Arihur Brisbane, $260,000. | (Par). Collosseum (ACT): ‘White 


Walter 


a iio , 


Winchell, $137,000 


: \*Toush Guy’ (MG) at the Metro 
Sidney Smith, $119,130. | (MG). 
Walter Lippman, $54,329. {| Durban, same as Capetown, ex- 


Arihur Hays Sulzberger, $45,000. 
Julius Ochs Adler, $45,000. 

Col. Frank Knox, $75,000. 

W. R. Hearst, Jr., $58,293. 

Jack Lait, $52,000, 

W. A. Curley, $76,929. 

Albert J. Kobler, $74,810. 

Harold T. Webster, $57,699. 


cludes all but Yanks in the current 
crop. ‘Show Boat’ (U) is at the Play- 
| house (ACT); ‘Every Night at Eight’ 
| (Par), Criterion (ACT); ‘Last of the 
Mohicans’ (UA), Prince’s (MG): 
‘Mighty Barnum’ (20th), King’s (U) 
}and ‘Here Comes Trouble’ (20th) at 
the Cameo (inde), 


(incl. | Angel’ (WB), Palladium (ACT) and | 








| Long on Shoris 


(Continued from page 5) 











510 single reels. The shrinkage in | 
the number of two-reel subjects was | 
cited by a sales manager as a con- | 
cession to the devastation which has | 
taken place through widesnread | 
double billing. He pointed out, how- 
ever, that the increase in single | 
reels of 165 individual subjects dur- | 
ing the current season complicated 
the problem. 

Estimates of the loss to the in-| 
dustry of unplayed short subjects is | 
too difficult to approximate, in the | 
opinion of film experts. None would 
venture a guess on the amount of 
| film rentals paid for the product by 


exhibitors who are unable to pick 
up the cans for lack of playing 
time. 


Notwithstanding, a few of the in- 


dividual series of short subjects, 
which include the whole gamut of 
cartoons, travelogs, scientific studies, 
oddities of nature and human na- 
ture, musicals, dramatic and farce 


sketches, are quite profitable. In- 
ney Symphonies and Mickeys (UA). 
the Pete Smith commentations and 
‘Crime Doesn’t Pay’ (Metro): 
‘March of Time’ (RKO-Rodio), Chris- 
tie comedies (20th-Fox). Pon-Eye 
and Grantland Rice Svortlichts (Par) 
and the better grade of 
and sketches released by 
(WB) and Universal. All of these, 
except ‘March of Time’ and Metro’s 
‘Crime’ series are between 500 and 
900 feet in length, and squeeze into 
a theatre program between the two 
features. But. the booking even of 
the preferred series listed above, 
which comprise a fraction of the 
supply, is sporadic and difficult when 
the exhibitor’s dual features run 


cartoons 


the newsreels. 
Costly 

Production cost of some of the 
Technicolor Disneys has exceeded 
$50,000 each. The black and whites 
average one-half as much. ‘Time’ 
reels of 2,000 feet have frequently 
exceeded $75,000 to produce. Two- 
reel comedies of any quality, which 


means one or. more spot names 
from films, vaude or radio, cost 
$10,000 to $20,000 each. Add to 


these figures the positive print in- 
vestment and the breaking point of 
profit and loss, allowing 35% for 
distribution and censorship fees, is 
considerable. There are numerous 
travel series which are produced 
economically, but the booking rent- 
als are proportionally modest. The 
fact is that what is played and paid 
for does not carry by many thou- 
sands of dollars annually the load 
of what is paid for and not played. 

‘NRA code provisions restricted 
forced sales of shorts to the limita- 
tions of an exhibitor’s available play- 
ing time, regulated by the total num- 
ber of features purchased. 

The issue of forced selling of 
shorts will be one of the important 
trade questions to be discussed at 
the annual convention of the 
MPTOA, to be held in Miami in 
March. Exhibitors will take the po- 


cluded in such a listing are the Dis- | 


the | 
| Edwin Silverman, of S. & S. circuit, 


Vitaphone | 


overlength and preclude any addi- | 
tional screen entertainment beyond | 


—= 


WB, Col, Par and Republic Yet to Be 


Heard From on MPTOA’s 10-Point Plan 





sition that the quality of features 


does not justify any attempt on their 


part to return to single billing, which 
would open some booking time for 
shorts. Particular and vehement ob- 
jection will be raised against the 
sales policies of such distributors 
who charge theatres a weekly play- 
or-pay fee for shorts, most of which 
never leave the film vaults. 


‘B’ Pix Squawks 


(Continued from page 5) 














companies. Some of the circuit op- 
erators who are at the Coast are 
A. H. Blank, of Des Moines: Karl 
Hoblitzelle, of Dallas; M. A. Light- 
man, of Memphis; E. V. Richards, of 
New Orleans; Aaron Jones, of Chi- 
cago; George Mann, of San Francis- 
co; R. T. O'Donnell, of Dallas; Mike 
Mullin and Sam Pinanski, of Boston: 


Chicago; John Balaban, of B&K, Chi- 
cago, and Charles Skouras, of Fox- 
West Coast, Los Angeles. 

The spread of double-feature pol- 
icy within the past 18 months has 
|created problems heretofore un- 


| known in the picture business, in the 


| Opinion of distributors who discussed 
,the matter yesterday. Shrinkage of 
| the market for short reels is but one 
| phase of the situation, it was stated, 
| whereas the public appetite for two 
feature pictures is not satisfied with 
| mediocre features. A film buyer for 
a large circuit said: 
‘A Vicious Circle’ 


| “The picture business has allowed 
itself to be caught in a vicious circle 
as a result of double billing of feat- 
| ures in nearly every competitive spot 
in the country. It is too late now to 
ask, ‘Who started it?’ The fact is 


that it’s a problem which neither the | 


|exhibitor alone, nor the producer- 


| distributor alone, can handle. I late- | 


|ly made an analysis of all the pic- 
| tures released by all the distributors 
| this season from the reports which 


jare sent to our home office from | 
| 


|more than 100 theatres. Not more 
ithan 15% of the product released 
this year is of sufficient showmanship 
| quality to stand up as a single-bill 
| attraction. 

‘Producers say there is too much 
risk in a large individual film invest- 
ment when the pictures are played 
double-bill. Even when rentals are 
figured on percentage of boxoffice re- 
ceipts, the long shows prevent any 
turnover. On the other hand, a the- | 


commits suicide if it returns to a | 
policy of single attractions because | 
there is an insufficient weekly sup- | 
ply of features strong enough in 
drawing power to sustain the policy. 
The time has come for some honest 
discussion, either in New York or. 





Hollywood, and a solution sought.’ 





MPTOA All Set for Miami March 16-18 
Allied Meets in Baltimore, Jan. 21-22 


| 





With plans to attend the inaugura- | 
tion in Washington, Ed L. Kuyken- | 
dall, president of the Motion Picture | 
Theatre Owners of America, will ar- | 
rive in New York immediately after 


10-point MPTOA program as well as | 
plans for the convention in Miami | 
which the board last week set for | 
March 16-18. 

The Miami-Biltmore convention ' 

will consider the progress made on 
the trade practice program as well 
as other trade problems. 
Reduced hotel rates at the Bilt- 
more and Roney-Plaza, 50% under 
| scale, together with special railroad | 
| rates from all over the U. S. Special 
| trains will go out from New York, 
Chicago and New Orleans. 

Annual meeting of Allied States 
directors in Baltimore, Jan. 21-22, 
| promises to be one of the hottest ses- 
|sions because of several factors. 
| Warm discussion is expected to de- 
| velop from representative. of affili- 
ated regional associations over the 
advance thrusts made in Allied bul- 
letins at the MPTOA program for 
the industry. Another topic which 
always arouses interest at this season 
of a congressional year is, as in the 
past, expected to be an outline of 





the campaign for independents’ in- 
terest in all legislation to be taken 
up in Washington. | 

Third angle that may develop con- | 
siderable debate is the manner in 
which affiliated organizations are to | 


While each organization has_ been 
urged to send two to six represent- 
ative members to observe and advise 


_at this directorial confab and sit in 


at the council table, voting is to be 
confined to accredited directors. No- 
tice to all Allied leaders tabs the 


| meeting as of vital import and that it 


is important for every affiliated or- 
ganization to be represented. 

Recent bulletin sent to Allied mem- 
bers makes much of the Major 
George L. Berry meeting in Wash- 
ington last month and what it de- 
scribes as the ‘snubbing of the Indus- 
trial Progress’ Coordinator call by 
other branches of the film business. 
Bulletin states ‘whatever may be the 
results of Major Berry’s meeting, he 
and his associates are aware and will 
report that Allied States Association, 
representing the independent the- 
atre owners, did not join in the or- 
ganized boycott of his meeting and the 
studied affront to the administration 
fomented in other branches of the 
indusiry.’ 


atre which has instituted dual-billing | 


As soon as all replies are in from 
major distributors on the 10-point 
trade practices program of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, excepting Warner Bros. 
which has no thought of considering 
the proposals made by the exhibitor 
organization, Ed L. Kuykendall will 
summerize the decisions reached and 
attempt to get distributozs to agree 
on points at which there is variance. 

Additionally, Kuykendall will 
press for more concessions than have 
been granted so far by 20th Century. 
Fox, Metro, United Artists, RKO and 
U, which have rendered decisions as 
to what they will do or may do. 
RKO’s decision, in the form of a 
letter from Ned E. Depinet, last to 
be received and forwarded to Kuy- 
kendall at Columbus, Miss., Monday 
(11) from the New York MPTOA of- 
fices, will be analyzed by Kuykendall 
and before the end of the week no 
doubt will have his reply. The 
MPTOA president is expected to in- 
form RKO that the 10-point program 
asked for much more than is being 

ranted, the same as was written the 
other majors. 

Aside from WB, which is not ex- 
pected to be heard from, Columbia, 
Paramount and Republic remain to 
state their position. Both Col, and 
Par have been held up due to ab- 
sence of New York executives. With 
return from Florida, Monday (11) of 
Abe Montague, sales manager, that 
company may reply this week, while 
the Par answer is exvected sometime 
the coming week after Neil F. Ag- 
new’s return to the home office. 

Reports are that both Col. and 
Par will agree to 10% cancellation 
privileges with conditions similar to 
those of other majors. It is also un- 
derstood that Col. will agree to dis- 
continue score charges and that Par 
auite possibly will follow suit in 
that direction. 

Score Charges 


The score charge question is one 
on which Kuykendall will fight for 
100% uniformity, which, if success- 
ful, would probably mean that WEB 
would be forced to give up this prac- 
tice in spite of the position it is now 
taking. The return on score charges 
ranges up to between $1,000,000 and 
$1,500,000 for the distributors, with 
WB in the higher brackets. UA and 
| Universal have agreed to drop score 
| charges, but unless they change their 


| present stand, 20th-Fox, Metro and 
| RKO will continue to exact this ex- 
tra rental from its accounts. Should 
Col. and Par agree to eliminate score 
charges, these companies together 
with UA and U may mean enough 
competitive selling strength against 
others to eventually force a final end 
to this practice. This, at least, is the 
MPTOA conclusion now. 

It has not yet been indicated 
whether UA and U will give up score 
charges where provided for in con- 
tracts already written or whether 
they will be out only on sales in the 
future. 

RKO’s decision to the MPTOA, ex- 
cept on score charges which it be- 
lieves is a matter for negotiation 
between distrib and exhib, is gen- 
erally the same as other companies. 
In addition to agreeing to a 10% can- 
cellation clause where all the fea- 
tures offered are contracted for. 
RKO believes a conciliation board 
set up is desirable and will cooperate 
on any steps taken. 


oy 





PIX IN PALESTINE 





this ceremony to consider further the take part in the directorate session. Mostly American Films in Jerusa- 


lem, Tel Aviv and Haifa 





Jerusalem, Dec. 19. 

Current pix here include ‘The 
Mighty Barnum’ (20th), at the Zion 
Hall, with ‘Modern Times’ (UA) for 
matinees; ‘Royal Waltz’ (German), 
at the Eden, with ‘Casino de Paris’ 
(WB) as mat; ‘Captain Blood’ (WB) 
and ‘Bonnie Scotland (MG), at the 
Edison, 

Tel Aviv houses have: ‘Becky 
Sharp’ (RKO) and ‘Modern Times’ 
(UA), at the Eden; ‘Captain Blood’ 
(WB) and ‘Captain January’ (20th), 
at the Ophir; ‘Confetti’ and ‘Wild- 
fang,’ at the T. A. Mograbi; ‘Nur Ein 
Komodiant’ and ‘Emil and the De- 
teciives’ (UFA), at the Migdalor; 
‘Thanks a Million’ (20th) and ‘Cap- 
tured’ (Criterion), at the Rimon. 

Haifa houses have: ‘Veronika’ and 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ (MG), at the 
Armon; ‘Show Them No Mercy’ 
(20th) and ‘Gandoura’ (Arabic), at 
the En-Dor; ‘Rose Marie’ (MG) and 


‘L'Equipage’ (French), at the Orah. 
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GCRITERION FILM S Presents 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS. 
DOLORES DEL RIO 


“ 





FLORENCE 
DESMOND and SYDNEY 


Screen play by 
ZOE AKINS and GEORGE BARRAUD 


Produced by MARCEL HELLMANN Zé 








‘ACCUSED AT CRITERION THEATRE, N. Y. RECEIVES CRITICAL PRAISE! 


“Murder mystery carries punch with ingenious plot and excellent cast 
»--An absorbing theme with a strong plot that builds to grand 


suspense, and a superb cost of sterling players”! — Film Daily 


“Well written, forcefully acted and skillfully directed“! 


— Bland Johoneson, N. Y. Mirror 





“Expertly acted murder melodroma...A spirited and engrossing film 
that can be recommended as generally enjoyable entertainment“! 
— Williom Boehnel, N. Y. World-Telegram 


“Meaty material, handsomely mounted, ond fairly swift in presen- 


tation”! i= Irene Thirer, N. Y. Post 


Released thru UNITED ARTISTS. 
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Skouras $155,000 Bid for Academy 


Of Music, N. Y, Ordered Accepted 


> 


U. S. Circuit Court Judge Martin 
T. Manton on Monday (11) signed an 
order authorizing Milton C. Weis- 
man, receiver for Fox Theatres to 
accept the sealed bid made by Skou- 
ras Theatre Corp. of $155,000 for the 
long-term leasehold and the. theatre 
equipment of the Academy of Music, 
N. Y. Since October, 1931, the Skou- 
has Corp. has been paying $175,000 a 
year rental for the big theatre, under 
a lease of 41 years from Fox. Re- 
cently attorneys for the tenant pro- 
tested that the rental greatly ex- 
ceeded the receipts and asked the 
receiver to sell them the property. 

Another bid for the property was 
entered by Philip F..Siff and the 
Bankers’ Securities Corp., who made 
an offer of $151,500. 

The building housing the theatre 
is valued at $635,172 and the theatre 
equipment at $247,972. 

Weisman was continued in his of- 
fice as receiver for Fox Theatres by 
Judge Manton for the next six 
months, commencing Jan. 12. 

The receiver submitted to the 
court his report of the financial 
standing of Fox Theatres covering the 
period from July 1 to Dec. 31, 1936, 
which showed cash receipts amount- 
ing to $883,702.53 and disbursements 
of $753,353.59. The consolidated cash 
position amounts to $763,707. 

The report also shows that the total 
amount of claims allowed to date is 
$5,713,858 and the claims not yet dis- 
posed of, $6,873,354. The receiver’s 
claim against William Fox on behalf 
of the theatre corp is $17,000,000, 


Seattle B. 0.’s Down With 
Temp.; Henie, H. 0., 86 


Seattle, Jan. 12. 
Winter’s first cold spell chilled 
b.o.’s as mercury went as low as 
10 above zero. Icy streets inducing 
many to stay at home. 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 
42)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) and ‘Luck- 
iest Girl’ (U), dual, after big week 
at Paramount. Good $4,000 expected. 
Last week ‘College Holiday’ (Par), 2d 
week, $3,000, okay. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 21- 














$2 )—‘Dodsworth’ (UA) and ’Dimples’ 
(20th), dual. Looks to do $3,300, okay. 
‘Pigskin Parade’ (20th) and ‘Gay 
ee. (UA), dual, $3,100, mod- 
erate. 


Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 27- 
37-42 )—‘After Thin Man’ (MG) (2d 
wk). Paced at $7,000, good. Last 
week, same film, swell $13,000. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 27-37-42)— 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) and 
‘North of Nome’ (Col), dual (3d wk). 
Indicated $3,500, good. Last week. 
same film, big $6,000. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (900: 27-37- 
42)—‘College Holiday’ (Par). After 
week at Blue Mouse, doing slow $2,- 
000 here. Last week ‘Stowaway’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan at Opera’ (20th), 
got $3,400 in second week, good. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 27- 
37)— ‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and 
‘Wanted: Jane Turner’ (RKO), and 
vaude. Not-so-good, slow $2,500 in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Make a Million’ 
(Par) and ‘Arizona Mahoney’ (Par), 
dual, with vaude, slow at $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 27-37- 
42)—‘One in Million’ (20th), and 
‘Smart Blonde’ (20th), dual (2d wk). 
Routed for great $8,000 and holding 
third week. Last week, same films, 
solid wallop at $12,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 
37)—‘Son Comes Home’ 
Fanchon & Marco unit. 
around $4.200, okay. 
‘Country Gentlemen’ 
vaude, $4,300, good. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 27- 
37-42)—‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO) 
and ‘Flying Hostess’ (U), dual. Ex- 
pect $5.500, okay. Last week ‘Plains- 
man’ (Par) and ‘Luckiest Girl’, dual, 
great at $17,400. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32 )— 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ (WB) 
and ‘Girl on Front Page’ (U), dual. 
Looks like slow $2,000. Last week 
‘Cain and Mabel’ (WB) and ‘Two Is 


16-27- 
(Par) and 
Hitting pace 
Last week 
(Rep) and 





Crowd’ (U), dual, $2,800, nice. 
I ti 
TEXAS 
alveston. 

Texas School Band and Orthestra As- 
sociation, Ine., Austin; music; capital 
stock, none. Incorporators: Lloyd Reitz, 
Ward G. Brandstetter, Dan Martin. 


Theatrical Printing Co. of Texas, Dal- 
las; printing; capital stock, $1,000. In- 
corporators: John Nichols, V. W. Crisp, 
Allen Melton. : 

Foreign Permits 

Hearst Radio, Inc., San Antonio; radio; 
capital stock, 10,000 common of $100 par 
value, Elliot Roosevelt, Texas agent. 





Comparative Grosses for December 
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Dec. 10 Dec. 17 Dec. 24 Dec. 31 
ALABAMA Love on the |Come and Get Tarzan College 
(2,800; 30-35-40) Run It Escapes Holiday 
High. $29,000 $8,100 $7,400 $7,000 $6,800 
Low.. 3,500 
STRAND Crime of Dr. Without Sea Spoilers | Our Relations 
(800; 25) Forbes Orders $1,400 $1,500 
High. $5,100 $1,500 $1,600 
Low.. 800 
EMPIRE So They Adventure in Lone Wolf Pennies from 
(1,100; 25) Married Manhattan Returns Heaven 
High. $12,800 $2,500 $2,000 $2,200 $2,600 
Low.. 800 i 
Dec. 16 Dec. 17 Dec. 24 Dec. 31 
_ PENN Go West, 3 Men ona Winterset Golddiggers 
(3,300; 25-35-40) | Young Man Horse $8,500 of 1937 
High. $41,000 $9,500 $14,000 $17,000 
Low.. 3,800 
WARNER Born to One Way Daniel Boone| Fugitive in 
(2,000; 25-40) Dance Passage and Along Sky and 
High. $29,000 $8,500 and Mr. Came Love |All American 
Low.. 2,000 Cinderella $4,200 Chump 
PRAT $6,000 $5,700 
STANLEY | Smartest Girl Jungle Hideaway Sing Me a 
(3,600; 25-40-60)| in World Princess Girl Love Song 
High. $48,300 $23,000 $14,000 $19,000 $23,500 
Low., 3,200 (Folie (Rudy (Ethel Waters 
Parisienne Vallee’s Unit) 
Unit) Varieties) 
licen (Stage Show) 
CINCINNATI 
Crtileesinike Dec. 10 | Dec. 17 | Dec. 24 | Dec. 24 
(q ALBEE Go West, | Born to Dance Born Gold Diggers 
3.300; 35-42) Young Man r $7,500 $13,000 
High. $35,500 $12,000 
ow... 5,800 ae _ 
PALACE 3 Men on a |Pennies from, Rembrandt Stowaway 
(2,600; 35-42) Horse Heaven $6,000 $10,500 
High. $28,000 $15,000 $12,000 
ow ae __ 4,500 
“ LYRIC Rose Bowl Go West, White Hunter, Rainbow on 
400; 25-42) $4,000 Young Man $4,500 River 
High. $28,900 $3,500 $6,000 
Low. ._1,800| 
KEITH'S Garden of |Smartest Girl, One Way | Banjo on My 
Hich tage Allah $4,000 | Passage Knee 
ch. $22,100 $3,000 $5,000 $9,500 
Lew _-__ 3,000 (Revival) Z _ 




















| month and shows no sign of leaving. 


| ‘Suzy’ 
| ‘Everything Is Thunder’ (G-B) can’t 
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(Continued from page 10) 
rave notices, looks headed for okay 
$5,500. Product not so plentiful here 
that management can let loose of a 
flicker doing that biz. so it holds. 
Not certain whether it'll be for a 
full week, however. with dual of | 
‘Country Gentlemen’ (Rep) and 
‘Missing Girls’ (Rep) standing by to/| 
go in at any minute. Last week. | 
second of ‘Stowaway’ (20th), at) 
$6,100 about $300 better than open- | 
ing stanza’s take. | 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300: = 
| 





50)—‘Camille’ (MG). Second suc- | 
cessive smash in a row for this site. | 
with everybody going overboard | 
raving about the Garbo’s latest and | 
the b. o. skvlarkiny with helo from 


Robert Taylor. Almost $13.000 in 
first three days. which makes a 
$25,000 week practically certain. 


That’s h. o. biz, but house no can do 


because of booking jams. Last week. 
‘Thin Men’ (MG) unérestimated, 
but plenty, comedy hit whizzine 


through to an all-time house record 
for straight flickers with %31.900. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-35-60)— 
‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par) 


Chi Smoking Ban in Theatres 
Welcomed by Mgrs. Very Costly 





| with exhibs, business being the best | 


‘PLAINSMAN’ TOPPING 
ROSY PROV. WITH 116 


Providence, Jan. 12. 
Everything is peaches and cream 








in weeks. It looks like a tug-of-war | 
between ‘One in a Million’ and} 
Plainsman,’ although the latter | 
seems to have edge. One holdover, 
‘Camille’ at Loew’s, but the going is | 
just fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40 )—‘Smart 
Blonde’ (WB) and vaudeville. Holi- | 


and Benny Davis’ Stardust revue.|day momentum keeping right side | 


Whatever there’s on tan here this | 
week can be credited to Davis. since 
screen booking is from fright and | 
the grade flicker that ordinarily | 
would go double-feature at War- | 
ner. Prospects are for around $16.- | 
000. Last week, ‘Rainbow on River’ | 
(RKO) and Clvde Lucas’ band n. s. | 
h. for New Year’s week, around | 
$20.000. 

Warner (WB) (2.900: 25-35-50)— | 
‘After Thin Man’ (MG). Brought 
here after record-breaking week at) 
Penn and heading for another rec- | 
ord. Week-end take indicates smash- 
ing $10,000, bievest sross ever rolled | 
up by ah. o. after Penn engaztement. 
Last week. ‘Wanted: Jane Turner’ | 
(RKO) and ‘Let’s Make a Million’ | 
(Par), dual, okay at $6.100. | 


| OUT OF FIVE 


HAVE H. 0S 
INBALTO 








Baltimore, Jan. 12. 

Four of the five downtowners are 
housing h.o.’s and all are prancing 
along at perky pace. The Stanley 
slapped a new entry on the spools, 
‘Sing Me Love Song,’ and is doin’ 
o.k. 

Weather here is balmy, and that 
tends to lure the populace down- 
town to the pic plants. Also, fact 


these is no influenza scare here is | 


likewise okay for b.o.’s. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55)—‘After Thin Man’ (MG) 
(2d week). Wow $12,500. Last week 
take soared to titanic $20,900, way 
over prediction. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) (2d wk) and ‘King’s Scan- 
dals’ unit. Good $11,500. Last week 
same film with Benny Davis’ revue 
snagged splendid $20,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55)—Plainsman’ (Par). 
First week ends tonight (Tuesday) 
and will wangle walloping $10,000. 
Stays second stanza. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55)—‘One in Million’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Nosed out on second lap 
yesterday (Monday) after soaking up 
swell $5,300 on initial inning. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Sing Love Song’ (WB). Hearst 
press here didn’t rally ’round this 
Cosmopolitan production as usually 
does; liked well enough, but lack of 
real marquee monickers keeping 
grab down to $6,000, fair. Last week 
‘God’s Country and Woman’ (WB), 
okay $7,000. 


TOO HOT IN SYDNEY 


Seasonal Drop-off in Biz—‘Romeo’ 
Starts Off Okay 











Sydney, Dec. 22. 

Weather is against indoor biz, 
being hot and humid. Nevertheless, 
the managers can afford to wait be- 
cause they know they'll get plenty 
very soon now. Best bet in town 
appears to be ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
(M-G). ‘Suicide Club’ (M-G) is 
holding up well on its second week. 
‘Show Boat’ (U) is in its seventh 


‘Dishonor Bright’ (AD) opened 
weakly and leaves next week. 














‘Lonely Road’ (ATP) found biz lone- 
ly too, and quits. ‘Sing, Baby, Sing’ 
(20th) in just for one week, should re- 
turn a fair gross. ‘Gay Desperado’ 
(UA) moves on after two weeks, and | 
(M-G) will call it a day. 


; hope for much and will make room 
| for ‘Dodsworth’ (UA). 


j 


Weekly-change has ‘Devil Doll’ (M- 


up for this only variety spot in town; 
gross should come close to $7,100, 
Last week ‘Career Woman’ (20th) 
soared to $8,100, big. 

Loew's State (3,200; 15-25-40)—‘Ca- 
mille’ (MG) (2d wk). Not so forte 
in second week; opposition too tough 
to give this one more than a fair 
$8,000. Last week Garbo-Taylor 
combination garnered record $17,500: 
terrific. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘One in a Million’ (20th). Personal 
appearance of Sonja Henie at ice 
festival night before opened avenue 
to all kinds of publicity for this 
stand; result was big start and 
nice $11,000 in prospect. Last week 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), nifty at $9,400. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40)—‘Mys- 


terious Crossing’ (U) and ‘That Girl | 


from Paris’ (RKO), dual. Nice com- 
bination and only one in town this 
week. Looks like fair $8,500. Last 
week ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Hol- 
lywood Hotel Revue’ on stage, nice 
$12,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par). Slow on opening, 
but built up* fast to capacity over 
week end, indicating house will get 
near $11,000, maybe more. Last week 
‘Go West’ (Par) and ‘Beware of La- 
dies’ (Rep), all right at $9,800, but 
house figured more. 


Dance, $42,000, 
Still Plenty Hot 





In 2d Hub Wk 


Boston, Jan. 12. 

‘Born to Dance,’ on holdover dual 
bill at Orpheum and State, is big- 
gest film news in town. After crowd- 
ing house records for first week, it 
opened second frame with little let- 
down in pace and there is talk of a 
third stanza. a. 

Met is going into Thursday open- 
ings this week, current show, ‘Gold 
Diggers’ and Major Bowes’ all-girl 
unit, running for six days. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Wanted: Jane Turner’ (RKO) and 
stage show, with James Melton. Do- 
ing okay at $25,000 trot. Last week 
big $44,000 for ‘Kelly’ (MG) and Ken 
Murray topping stage show. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—College Holiday’ (Par), 2d run, 
and ‘Let’s Make a Million’ (Par), 1st 
run, dual. Looks okay at $6,000. 
Last week good $7,500 with ‘Love 
Song’ (FN) and ‘Chan at Opera’ 
(20th). 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 
25-35-55)—‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) 
(2d week). Promising about $12,- 
000, oke. Initial frame very good 
$20,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) and Major 
Bowes all-gal unit on stage. Hitting 
satisfying gait of about $25,000 for 
six days. ‘Plainsman’ (Par) and 
Jane Withers p.a. last week was ter- 
rific, $51,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Born to Dance’ (MG) and ‘Sin- 
ner Take All’ (Col), dual (2d week). 
Held over after socko $25,400 open- 
ing week. Second frame will hit 
around $20,000, very good. ‘Dance’ 


| gets the credit. 


Paramount (M&P) (1.800; 25-35-50) 
—‘College Holiday’ (Par), lst ruh, 
and ‘Let’s Make a Million’ (Par). 1st 
run, dual. Around $8.500 in sight, 
okay. ‘Love Song’ (FN) and ‘Chan 
at Opera’ (20th), dual, very good 
$13.700 last week. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Banjo’ (20th) and ‘Love Song’ 
(FN), both 2d runs, okay $8,000. Last 
week good $9,800 for ‘Dixie’ 
(2d run) and ‘Light Brigade’ (WB) 
(3rd run), dual. 

State (Loew) (3.300: 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG) holds over on 


|G), ‘Mr. Cinderella’ (M-G), ‘Daniel | strength of very bie $22.000 for first 


' 


Boone’ and ‘Guard That 


Girl’ 


(RKO}, 


| 
(Col). 


frame. Second week looks like $14,- 


500, very good. 


| 


| 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 

Smoking will be prohibited in all 
Chicago theatres as of this Saturday 
(16), according to a new city ordi- 
nance passed by the town’s council 
last week. Theatres are in a great 
measure happy over the ordinance 
since the smokers were becoming an 
increasing danger and nuisance in 
the houses. At first restricted to up- 
per balconies and loges, the public 
was beginning to squawk if not per- 
mitted to light a heater any place in 
the house. Besides, they were burn- 
ing up rugs and seats and causing 
plenty of cleaning troubles, 

City last week also banned lobby 
hold-outs, ruling that anybody not 
seated in the theatre proper must be 
held out on the sidewalk. Won't 
even permit people to loll in the 
lobby while waiting for a friend. 


| This ruling has been issued as part 
| of the city’s efforts to curb the flu 
| menace, and will probably be re- 


laxed when 


paszes. 


the present epidemic 





PLAINSMAN’ NO 


QUAKER RIOT, 
$14,500 . 


Philadelphia, Jan. 12. 

Current crop of films in downtown 
houses do not hold out promise for 
any great amount of box office activ- 
ity. ‘Plainsman,’ at the Stanley, got 
best set of notices a DeMille pic has 
had here in a long time, but isn’t 
doing terrific and likely to be held 
to single week. 


Earle is snappy, with return of 
vaude to Market street house a 
couple of weeks ago stimulating 
trade plenty. Fox resumes stage 
shows Friday (15) with James Mele 
ton as headliner. 

‘Beloved Enemy’ doing nice trade 
at Aldine and goes into a third week, 
Garbo’s ‘Camille’ opens tomorrow 
(Wednesday) at the Boyd. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘Beloved 
Enemy’ (UA) (2d week). Will get 
third week, with second aimed at 
okay $12,000. First week’s $21,000 


was terrific. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Great 
Guy’ (GN). This little house has 
closed for all Grand National pix 
and this first one promises to boost 
take way above normal; $4,000 in- 
dicated, mabbe a bit better. Cast 
week, ‘Adventure in Manhattan’ 
(Col), second run, $2,400, okay. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘After Thin 
Man’ (MG). Finishing run tonight 
(Tuesday) with nice $15,000 for third 
week. Second week’s gross was red 
hot $24,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Smartest 
Girl in Town’ (RKO) and vaude. 
N. T. G. unit headlining. Strong 
$15,506 indicated. Last week, ‘Love 
Song’ (FN), and vaude, $25,000 in 
eight days, very big. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘College 
Holiday’ (Par). Second week will 
give this one satisfactory $15,000. 
First week’s $23,500 was hot. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40 )—‘Beloved 
Vagabond’ (Col) (‘ist run). First 
Chevalier film in some time and ve 
uncertain. Probably fair $2,400. 
Last week, ‘Stowaway’ (20th), sec- 
ond run, nice $3,800. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50)—‘One ina 
Million’ (20th) (2d run). $2,500 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Gold Diggers’ 
(WB), second run, fair $3.000. 

Stanley (3.700; 40-55)—‘Plainsman’ 
(Par). Unlikely to get more than 
a week despite good notices. About 
$14,500 indicated, fair. Last week, 
‘One in a Million’ (20th), got fair 
$14,000. 

Stanton (1,700: 30-40-50)—‘Wanted: 
Jane Turner’ (RKO). Tepid $4,500 
seen. Last week, ‘Go West, Young 








(20th) | 


Men’ (Par), in last nine days, got 
good $11,000. 


Melbourne Biz Up 


Melbourne, Dec. 2z. 

Biz is picking up here, although 
| the big shows have had no growls. 
Current lineup includes ‘Show Boat’ 
(U), ‘Private Number’ (20th), ‘Gen- 
eral Died’ (Par), ‘Uncivilized’ (Ex- 
peditionary ). ‘Suzy’ (M-G) and ‘White 
} Angel’ (WB). 
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YOUR BEST BET FOR — 
THIS YEAR, TOO — 


Stenting DO ths biggest’ year, 
TWO SMASH ATTRACTIONS 


establishing for you 


TWO GREAT NEW STARS! 





= 
ee 
Played to 238,886 people in 11 
days at the Roxy, N.Y. A new 
house record! 3rd week hold-over 
set! Typical of the smash business 
throughout the country, where 
hold-overs have already been an- 
nounced in 73% of its key-city runs! 


Clear your date book for 
this long-run hit! 


ONE IN A MILLION” with SONJA HENIE ond Adolphe Menjou, 
Don Ameche, Ned Sparks, Jean Hersholt, Ritz Brothers, Arline Judge, 
Borrah Minevitch and his gang, Dixie Dunbar. A 20th Century- 
Fox Picture, Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production. 
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as } Directed by Sidney Lanfield. Associate Producer 
. if y Raymond Griffith ee 
THE KEYSTONE ; gE 
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CALENDAR OF CURR 





ee ? 


Offices: 1446 B dway, 
Chesterfield New York, oY, 


Lady Luck. Story of a sweepstake winner. Patricia Farr, Wm. Bakewell. Dir. 
Chas. Lamont. 62 mins, Rel. July 8. 

Missing Girls. Martin Mooney’s story. Roger Pryor, Muriel Evans. Dir. Phil. 
Rosen. 


65 mins. Rel. Sept. 10. Rev. Oct. 7. 
os: Gower at Sunset, . Offices: 129 Seventh Ave. 
Stul Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N. y. 


Adventure in Manhattan. Joel McCrea, Jean Arthur, Reginald Owen, Herman 
Bing. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 73 mins. Rel. Sept. 20. Rev. Oct. 28. 


for Murder. Mystery. Wm. Gargan, Marguerite Churchill. Dir. D. Ross 
am Lederman. 61 mins. Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Oct. 11. 


Blackmailer. Eight persons face suspicion of murder of a blackmailer. Wm. 
Gargan, Florence Rice, H. B. Warner. Dir. Gordon Wiles. 66 mins. Rell. | 
July 10. Rev. July 29 


Come Closer, Folks. Outdoor show story. James Dunn, Marian Marsh, Wynne 
Gibson. 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 7. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Craig’s Wife. John Boles, Rosalind Russell, ‘Billie Burke, Raymond Walburn 
Dir. Dorothy Arzner. 73 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Oct. 7. 


End of the Trail. Jack Holt, Douglas Dumbrille, Louise Henry, Erle C. Kenton. 
Rel. Sept. 19. Rev. Nov. 4. 


Final Hour, The. Innocent girl escapes the gallows through the efforts of the 
men she had befriended. Ralph Bellamy, Marguerite Churchill. Dir. D. 
Ross Lederman. 57 mins. Rel. July 7. Rev. Aug. 5. 

Forbidden Trail. Western. Buck Jones, Barbara Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 
65 mins. Rev. Nov. 4. 


Fugitive Sheriff, The. Western. John Wayne, Beth Marion. Dir. Nate Gatzert. 
58 mins. Rel. Jume 1 Rev. Oct. 21. 

Killer at Large. — store mystery. Mary Brian, Russell Hardie. Dir. David 
Silman. 54 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Lady from Nowhere. Mary Astor, Charles Quigley. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev. 
Dec. 23 

Legion of Terror. Bruce Cabot, Marguerite Churchill, Crawford Weaver. Dir. 
Cc C. Coieman, Jr. 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev. Nov. 4. 

Man Who Lived Twice. Ralph Bellamy, Marian Marsh, Isabel Jewell. Dir. 
Harry Lachman. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 20. Rev. Oct. 14. 

Meet Nero Wolfe. Edw. Arnold, Jean Perry, Lionel Stander. Dir. Herbert 
Biberman 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. July 22. 

More Than a Secretary. Efficient business girl wins out. Jean Arthur, Geo. 
Brent. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 80 mins. Rel. Dec. 24. Rev. Dec. 16. 

North of Nome. Jack Holt, Evelyn Venable. Rel. Nov. 14. 

Pennies from Heaven. Bing Crosby, Madge Evans, Edith Fellows. 80 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 5. Rew. Dec. 16. 

Prescott Kid. McCoy western. Tim McCoy, Sheila Manners. Dir. David Silman. 
55 mins. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Ranger Courage. Bob Allen, Martha Tibbetts. Rel. Oct. 30. 

Shakedown. Fake kidnap turns to real tragedy. Lew Ayres, Joan Perry. Dir. 
David Selman. 55 mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. Aug. 19. 

Sundown Rider. Western. Buck Jones. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 65 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 18. 

Theodora Goes Wild. Country girl goes Broadway. Irene Dunne, Melvyn 
Douglas. Dir. Robt. Boleslawski. 94 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 18. 

They Met in a Taxi. Chester Morris, Fay Wray, Lionel Stander, Raymond Wal- 
burn. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev Sept. 16. 

Tugboat Princess. Walter C. Kelly, Edith Fellows, Valerie Hobson. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Two Fisted Gentleman. Fight story with a girl manager. James Dunn, June 
Clayworth. Dir. Gordon Wiles. 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug. 26. 

Unknown Ranger, The, Bob Allen, Martha Tibbetts. Rel. Sept. 15. 


2 k, ° 4 Offi : 321 W. 44th St., 
Studios a First National ices New York. N.Y. 


Captain’s Kid, The. Old reprobate hunts pirate treasure and gets mixed up 
with gangsters in comedy-drama. Sybil Jason, Guy Kibbee, May Robson, 
Dick Purcell. Dir. Nick Grinde. 72 mins. Rel. Nov. 14. 

Case of the Black Cat. Mystery thriller from the story by ze Stanley Gard- 
ner. Ricardo Cortez, June Travis, Craig Reynolds. Dir. William McGann. 
60 mins. Rel. Oct. 31. Rev. Dec. 30 

Case of the Velvet Claws. Warren William, Claire Dodd, Winifred Shaw, Dick 
Foran, Joseph King, Eddie Acuff. Dir. William Clemens. mins. Rel. 
Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 

China Clipper. A drama of the trans-Pacific airways. Pat O’Brien, Beverly 
Roberts, Ross Alexander, Humphrey Bogart, Marie W n, Henry B. 
Walthall. Dir. Raymond Enright. 70 mins. Rel, Aug. 22. ev. Aug. 19. 

Down the Stretch. A thrilling melodrama of the sport of kings. Patricia Ellig, 
Mickey Rooney, Dennis Moore, William Best. Dir. William Clemens. 65 
mins. Rel. Sept. 19. Rev. Nov 11 

Earthworm Tractors. The hilarious adventures of Alexander Botts, super wac 
tor salesman. Joe E. Brown, June Travis, Guy Kibbee, Dick Foran, Carol 
Hughes, Gene Lockhart. Dir. Raymond Enright. 69 mins. el. July 18. 
Rev. July 29. 

Gold Diggers of ’37. Annual spectacle released under this title, this time based 
on stage production, ‘Sweet Mystery of Life.’ Dick Powell, Joan Blondell 
and a score of specialists. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 101 mins, Rel. Dec, 26. 
Rev. Dec. 30. 

Hearts Divided. Marion Davies, Dick Powell, Charles Ruggles, Edward pee 
Horton, Arthur Treacher. Dir. Frank Borzage. Rel. May 30. Rev. June 17. 

Here Comes Carter. Fast moving comedy romance about a radio commentator. 
Ross Alexander, Glenda Farrell, Anne Nagel, Craig Reynolds. Dir, Wil- 
liam Clemens. 60 mins. Rel. Oct. 24. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Love Begins at Twenty. Comedy of young love. Hugh Herbert, Patricia Ellis, 
Warren Hull, Hobart Cavanaugh. Dir. Frank McDonald. 58 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 22. Rev. Sept. 23. 

Sing Me a Love Song (Cosmopolitan). Light comedy. James Melton, Patricia 
Ellis. Dir. Ray Enright. 78 mins. Rel. June 9. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Stage Struck. Musical comedy of backstage life. Dick Powell, Joan Blondell, 
Frank McHugh, The Yacht Club Boys. Dir. Busby Berkeley. 91 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 12. Rev. Sept. 30 

Three Men on a Horse. Comedy smash based on the stage success. Frank 
McHugh, Joan Blondell, Guy Kibbee, Carol Hughes, Allen Jenkins, Sam 
aeeere. Teddy Hart. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev. 





ec. 2. 

Trallin’ West. Swift-paced western with music. Dick Foran, Paula Stone, Gor- 
don Elliott, Addison Richards, Robert Barrat. Dir. Noel Smith. 56 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 5. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Two Against the World. A drama based on a large radio station’s digging up 
and exploiting the past of a woman who paid for her crime years before. 
Humphrey Bogart, Claire Dodd, Beverly Roberts, Henry O'Neill. Dir. 
William McGann. 57 mins. Rel July 11. Rev. July 15 

White Angel, The. A dramatization of the life of Florence Nightingale. Kay 
Francis, Donald Woods, Ian Hunter, Henry O'Neill. Dir. William Dieterle. 
91 mins. Rel. July 4. Rev. July 1. 

Offices: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Grand National New York. M’’. 
Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Liberty 





Captain Calamity (Hirliman). Natural color. Geo. Houston, Marian Nixon. 
Dir. John Reinhardt. 65 mins. Rel. Oct 20. Rev. Dec. 23. | 

Dark Hour, The (Chesterfield) A fast-moving mystery, presenting a baffling | 
roblem in crime detection. [rene Ware. Ray Walker, Burton Churchill. | 

ir. Charles Lamont. Rel. Jan 15 Rev. Aug. 5 | 

Devil on Horseback, The (Hirliman) Natural color picture. Lil Damita, Del 
Campo, Fred Keating. Rel. Sept. 29. 

Dizzy Dames (Liberty). Musical. Marjorie Rambeau, Florine McKinney, Law- | 
rence Gray. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 65 mins. Rev. Julv 22 } 

Great Guy. Racketeer story. James Cagney, Mae Clarke. Dir. John G. Bly- | 
Stone. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 6 | 

Hats Off. An echo of the Dallas-Ft. Worth exposition rivalry. Mae Clarke, 
Luis Alberni, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. Boris Petroff. 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 
29. Rev. Jan. 6. 

In His Steps (Zeidman). Parental trouble that followed an elopement. Eric 
Linden, Cecilia Parker. 77 mins. Rel. Sept 22 Rev. Nov 

Song of the Gringo (Finney). Tex Ritter, Joan Woodbury. Rel. Oct. 27 

We're in the Legion Now (Hirliman). Natural color. Reginald Denny, Vince 
Barnett. Esther Ralston, Claudia Dell. Rel. Nov. 4. 

White Legion, The (Zeidman). Ian Keith, Tala Birell. Dir. Karl Brown. 81 
mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. Dec. 23 

Yellow Cargo (Hirliman). Chinese smuggling yarn. Conrad Nagel, Eleanor 
Hunt. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 18 

Offices: 1600 Broadway, 


G-B New York. 
East Meets West. Drama of Orientat politics in which Arliss plays a wily Rajah 
George Arliss, Lucie Mannheim, Romney Brent Dir. Herbert Mason. 74 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov 
Everybody Dance. Comedy with music. Cicely Courtneidge, Ernest Truex 
Dir. Chuck Reisner. ‘Rel. Dec 
Everything Is Thunder. Romantic melodrama of war-time Europe Constance 
Bennett. Douglass Montgomery, Oscar Homolka Dir. Milton Rosm« 73 
- mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Nov. 25 
vs Love Agam. Musicai comedy with dances and song Jessie Matthews. Rob- 
—_ ert Young Dir. Victor Saville. 83 mins. Rel. May 30 Rev. May 23 
ove in Exile. Romantic drama. King abdicates his throne for the love of a 
commoner Clive Brook, Helen Vinson, Mary Carlisle. Dir. Alfred Werker 
M 76 mins. Rel Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 16. 
“an Who Lived Again, The. The story of a scientist who makes strange experi- 
ments with minds Boris Karloff. Anna Lee, John Loder. Dir. Robert | 
Nine euvenson 64 mins. Rel. Sept 15 Rev. Dec. 23. 
ays a Queen. The story ot Lady Jane Grey who ruled the British Em- 


| Love,’ orig by Olga Moore. 
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ENT RELEASES 





These tabulations are eokenet 
from information supplied by the’ 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when to | 


lease dates are definitely set. Titles | 


are retained for six months. Man-)| Studios: Culver City, 


agers who receive service subse- | 


pire for nine days. Cedric Hardwicke, Nova Pilbeam, John Mills, Dese 
mond Tester. Dir. Robert Stevenson. 80 mins. Rel, Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 7. 


Seven Sinners. Comedy mystery. Edmund Lowe, Constance Cummings. Dir 


Albert de Courville. 70 mins. Rel Aug. 15 


Strangers on a Honeymoon. Mystery comedy based on Edgar Wallace's novel, 


‘The Northing Tramp. Constance Cummings, Hugh Sinclair, Noah Beery. 
Rel. Dec. 15. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y¥. 


Metro 


Calif. 


quent to that period should preserve | After the Thin Man. Sequel to ‘Thin Man.’ Wm. Powell, Myrna Loy. Dir, 


a copy of the calendar for reference. | 


The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time, clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, | 
even though official. Te obtain the} 
fullest degree of accuracy, ‘Variety’ | 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 


Key te Addresses 
Harold Auten, 1540 Broadway. 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Casino, 240 E. 86th St. 
Danubia, 729 Seventh Ave. 
DuWorld, 729 Seventh Ave. 
European, 154 W. 55th St. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Franco-American, 66 Fifth Ave. 
General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria, L. l 
J. H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Inter-Continent, 50 E. 42nd St. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Jean Lenauer, 202 W. 58th St. 
Martin Nosseck, 326 Audubon Ave, 
Metropolis, 260 Fifth Ave. 
Scandinavian Films, 220 W. 42d St. 
John Tapernoux, 126 W. 46th St. 
Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave. 


Hoerl’s Director Chore 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Arthur Hoerl has arrived from! 
New York to direct ‘The House That | 
Jack Built’ for Peerless Pictures. 


Sam Efrus of Peerless is searching | 


for a rental spot to start the picture. | 
Hoerl wrote the adaptation. 











CONTRACTS 


Holywood, Jan. 12. 


RKO exercised options on Lily 
Pons, John Beal, Ann Sothern, Pres- 
~- oster, P. J. Wolfson and Hermes 

an. 


RKO picked up option of Viola 
Brothers Shore. 

Peggy Bates given stock covenant | 
at Warners. 

C. Bakaleinikoff, Metro’s ork 
manager, had his pact renewed. 

Harry Hamilton, author of ‘Banjo 
On My Knee,’ given year’s contract at 
Metro. 

RKO lifted options on Burgess 
Meredith, Constanee Worth and 
Frank M. Thomas. 

Sam Messenheimer, Metro pianist 
and vocal coach, had his pact re- 
newed. 

Charles C. (Buddy) Coleman, Jr., 
drew directing contract at Columbia. 

Donald Grayson, singing actor, op- | 
tioned by Columbia. 

Joe Allen, Jr., termed at Columbia. 

Doris Schroeder tagged to Colum- 
bia writing staff. 

Walter Wanger pacted Arthur 
Ripley as writer-director. 

Eric Hatch given term coniract at | 
Hal Roach. 








Metro ticketed P. G. Wodehouse to 
another document. 





STORY BUYS | 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. | 

‘Tomorrow's Headlines,’ an original | 
by Thomas Ahearn dealing with a 
news broadcaster, has been taken at | 
RKO. 

‘Jezebel,’ play by Owen Davis, Sr., 
purchased by Warners. 

‘Corazon de Mujer’ (‘A Woman’s 
Heart), an original by Don Taylor, 
purchased by Hispano Films. 

Maurice Conn  has_ purchased 
‘Scavengers of Broadway,’ an orig by 
Betty Laidlow and Bob Lively. 

RKO has bought ‘You Can't Beat 


Universal bought Verne White- 
head's original, ‘Channel Crossing.’ 





TITLE CHANGES | 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Major Pictures has changed ‘Hap- 
piness Preferred to ‘Outcast.” 

‘The Thing Is the Piay,” George 
Jessel production at Universal, re- 
tagged ‘Goodbye Broadway.’ 

‘Class Prophecy’ at Universal be- 
comes ‘When Love Is Young.’ 

‘Robber Barons’ at RKO changed | 
to ‘Toast of New York.’ 


Born to Dance. Musical comedy of the stage 


W. S. Van Dyke. 107 mins. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 30 


All American Chump. Title tells the story. Stuart Erwin, Robt. Armstrong, 


Betty Furness. Dir. Edwin L. Marin. 63 mins. el. Oct. 16. Rev. Nov. 4. 


Eleanor Powell, James Stewart, 
Virginia Bruce. Una Merkel, Sid Silver. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 105 mins, 
Rel. Nov. 27 Rev. Dec. 9. 


Devil Doll, The. Horror story of human awarfed to doli size. Lionel Barry- 


more, Maureen O’Sullivan, Frank Lawton. Dir. Tod Browning. 70 mins. 
Rel. July 10. Rev. Aug. 12 


Devil Is a Sissy. The. Freddie Bartholomew, Jackie Cooper, Mickey Rooney. 


Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 131 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Oct. 21. 


Gorgeous Hussy, The. Based on Samue! Hopkins Adams’s historical novel of 


the Jacksonian era Joan Crawford in the title role; Robert Taylor, Lionel 
Barrymore, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. Clarence Brown. 105 mins. Rel? Aug. 28. 
Rev. Sept. 9 

Great Ziegfeld, The. Suggested by the life of the late great impresario. Wil- 
liam Powell, Louise Rainer, Myrna Loy. Dir. R. Z. Leonard. 180 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 4 Rev. April 15 

His Brother’s Wife. Domestic triangle. Barbara Stanwyck, Robert Taylor. Dir. 
W.S Van Dyke. 91 mins. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 19. 

Kelly the Second. Roughouse comedy. Patsy Kelly, Chas. Chase. Dir. Gus 

Merin. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 2. Rev. Oct. 7. 

Libeled Lady. Park Ave. and newspaper row mix it up. Jean Harlow, Wm. 
Powell, Myrna Loy, Spencer Tracy. Dir. Jack Conway. 85 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 9. Rev. Nov. 4. 

Longest Night, The. Murder in a department store. Robt. Young, Florence Rice, 
Ted Healy. Dir. Errol Window. 50 mins. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Love on the Ren. Farcical romance. Joan Crawford, Clark Gable,’ Franchot 
Tone. Dir. S. Van Dyke. 70 mins. Rel Nov. 20. Rev. Dec. 2. 

Mad Holiday. Murder mystery aboard ship with picture player involved. Ed- 
mund Lowe, Elissa Landi, ZaSu Pitts, Ted Healey. Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 
72 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Dec. 2. 

Mister Cinderella. Ambitious boy gets into society. Jack Haley, Betty Furness, 
Arthur Treacher. Dir. Edw. Sedgwick. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. 


ec. 16. 

Old Hutch. Wallace Beery as the town tramp who comes into a fortune. Erie 
Linden, Cecilia Parker. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. 
Rev. Dec. 9. 

Our Relations. Laurel and Hardy in a full length. Dir. Harry Lachman. 72 
mins. Rel. Oct. 30. Rev. Nov. 18 

Piccadilly Jim. Based on a P. G. Wodehouse story. Eric Blore, Robert Mont- 
gomery, Madge Evans, Billie Burke. Dir. Robt. Z. Leonard. 98 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 14. Rev. Sept. 2. 

Romeo and Juliet. Shakespeare. Norma Shearer, Fredric March. Dir. Geo. 
Cukor. 130 mins. On State rights release. Rev. Aug. 26 

Suzy. Herbert Gorman’s novel of the girl who helped capture Mata Hart. Jean 
Harlow, Franchot Tone, Cary Grant. Dir. George Fitzmaurice. 95 mins. 
Rel. July 3. Rev. July 29 

Sworn Enemy. Smashing the rackets of a big city. Robert Young, Florence 
Rice, Joseph Calleia. Dir. E. Marin. 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 16. 

Tarzan Escapes. Another adventure in the jungle. Johnnie Weismuller, Mau- 
reen O’Sullivan. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Women Are Trouble. Newspaper yarn. Stuart Erwin, Florence Rice. Dir. 
Errol Taggart. 60 mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. Sept. 2. 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
Hollywood, Calit. New York, N. Y¥. 


Accusing Finger, The. Girl controverts circumstantial evidence to save her 

employer, convicted of murder. Paul Kelly, Marsha Hunt, Kent Taylor. 
ir. Jas. Hogan. 61 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Along Came Love. Salesgirl falls for a picture theatre doorman. Irene Her- 
vey, Chas. Starrett. Dir. Bert Lytell. Rel. Nov. 6. 

Big Broadcast of 1936. Comedy in a broadcasting station. Jack Benny, Purns 
and Allen, Bob Burns and many other known names. Dir. Michael Leisen. 
100 mins. Rel Oct. 9. Rev. Oct. \ 

Champagne Waltz. Musical with a Strauss background. Gladys Swarthout, 
Fred MacMurray, Jack Oakie. Dir. A. Edw. Sutherland. Rel. Sept. 23. 

College Holiday. Mostly specialties by well knows. Jack Benny, Burns and 
Allen. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Drift Fence. From a Zane Grey novel. Larry Crabbe, Katherine De Mille, 
Tom Keene. Dir. Otho Lovering. 57 mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. March ll. 

Easy to Take. Trouble for a radio ‘Uncle.’ Marsha Hunt. John Howard, Eu- 
gene Pallette. Dir. Fritz Fold. 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Dec. 23. 

General Died at Dawn, The. Clifford Odets’ story of a fighting [Irishman in 
fighting China. Gary Cooper, Madeline Carroll. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 
98 mins. Rel. Sept 4. Rev. Sept. 9. 

Go West, Young Man. From a stage hit, ‘Personal Appearance,’ though Hays 
office does not permit mention. Rewritten by Mae West. Miss West, 
heigl «| William. Dir. Henry Hathaway. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. 

ov. 25. 

Heart of the West. Western. William Boyd, Jimmy Ellison. Dir. Howard 
Bretherton. Rel. July 10. 

Hideaway Girl. Romantic comedy with a crime background. Robt. Cummings, 
Shirley Ross, Martha Raye. Dir. David Garth. Rel. Nov. 20. 

Hollywood Boulevard. Hollywood story by Faith Thomas, but not the usual 
thing. Melodramatic. John Halliday, Marsha Hunt. Dir. Robt. Florey. 
70 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 23 

Hopalong Cassidy Returns. In the Hopalong series. Wm. Boyd, Evelyn Brent. 
Dir. Nate Watt. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 18. Rev. Jan. 6. 

I'd Give My Life. Remake of ‘The Noose. Sir Guy Standing, Frances Drake, 
Tom Brown. Dir. Edwin & Marin. 82 mins. Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Aug. 19. 

Jungle Princess, The. Girl Tarzan in Siam is saved from death by her monkey 
subjects. Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milholland. Dir. Wm. Thiele. Rel. Nov. 27. 

Lady Be Careful. Deodorized version of ‘Sailor Beware. Lew Ayres, Mary 
Carlisle, Larry Crabbe. Dir. J. T. Reed. 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 4. Rev. Oct. 14, 

Murder with Pictures. From a story by Geo. Harmon Coxe of a news photog. 
Lew Ayres, Gail Patrick. Dir. Chas. Barton. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Nov. 25. 


Paramount 


| My American Wife. Royaly goes cowboy. Francis Lederer, Ann Sothern, Fred 


Stone. Dir. Harold Young. 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 26 

Return of Sophie Lang. The. New story based on an old favorite. Gertrude 
Michael, Sir Guy Standing, Ray Milland. Dir. Geo. Archainbaud. 63 mins, 
Rel. July 3. Rev. July 29 

Rhythm on the Range. Western, with song. Bing Crosby, Frances Farmer. 
Dir Norman Taurog. 85 mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. Aug. 5 


| Rose Bowl. College story with football background. Eleanore Whitney, Tom 


Brown, Larry Crabbe. Dir. Chas. Barton. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 30. Rev. 
Dec. 9. 

Son Comes Home, A. Mary Boland in her first dramatic role on the screen, 
Mary Boland, Donald Woods, Julie Haydon. Dir. E. A. Dupont. 74 mins, 
Rel. July 31. Rev. Sept. 9. 

Spendthrifts. Penniless sportsman stages comeback as radio commentator. 
Henry Fonda, Pat Paterson Mary Brian. Dir. Raoul Walsh. 80 mins. Rel, 
July 17. Rev. July 29 

Straight from the Shoulder. From Lucian Carey’s story, ‘Johnny Gets His Gun.’ 
Kid frustrates gangsters. but not a gangster yarn. Ralph Bellamy, Kath- 
erine Locke, David Holt. Dir. Stuart Heisler. 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 28. 
Rev. Nov. 18. 

Texas Rangers, The. Epic of the men who founded and made the state of 
Texas. Fred MacMurray. Jack Oakie, Jean Parker. Dir. King Vidor. 
97 mins. Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Three Married Men. Martial story of marital life. Lynne Overman, Wm. Fraw- 
ley, Roscoe Karns, Mary Brian. Dir. Edw. Buzzell. 61 mins. Rel. Sept. 
11. Rev. Sept. 30 

Valiant Is the Word for Carrie. Recent best seller story with a new twist. 
Gladys George, Arline Judge, John Howard. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 109 
mins. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 14. 

Wedding Present. Slightly lunatic story about a defeated lover who calls out 
the fire and police departments to {jazz his faithless sweetheart’s wedding. 
Joan Bennett, Cary Grant, Geo. Bancroft. Dir. Rich. Wallace. 80 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Wives Never Know. Pseudo psychologist stirs up trouble for himself and a 
friend. Chas. Ruggles. Mary Boland, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Elliott Nugent, 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Nov. 4. 

Yours for the Asking. New York gamblers in a Florida locale. Geo Raft, 
Dolores Costello, Ida Lupino, James Gleason. Dir. Alex. Hall. 68 mins. 
Rel. July 24. Rev. Aug. 26. 

Offices: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Calif. R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.¥.C, 


All Scarlet (tentative). Racing melodrama. Ann Dvorak, Harry Carey, Smit 
Ballew. Frank M. Thomas, Berton Churchill, Ray Mayer. Dir. Wallace 
Fox Rel. Jan. 29. 

Big Game, The. Exposing the evils of football gamblers. Philip Huston, James 
Gleason, June Travis, Bruce Cabot, Andy Devine. Dir. George Nicholls, 
Jr. 7 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. Rev. Oct. 28 


Studios: Hollywood, 


Bride Walks Out, The. Matrimonial adventure of a man who insists that 
two can live on $35 a week and his fiancee who doesn’t think so but 


«Continued on page 27) 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 25) 





willing te try. Barbara Stanwyck, Gene Raymond, Robert Young, Ned 
Spark Helen Broderick. Dir. Leigh Jason. 80 mins. Rel. July 10. Rev 

uly : 
aniel Boone. Historical adventure of great frontiersman in expedition across 
- Cumberland Mountains and settlement of Kentucky Valley. George 
O’Brien, Heather Angel John Carradine, Ralph Forbes. 77 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 28. 
Don’t Turn ’Em Loose. Inspired by the lax functioning of State parole boards 
Lewis Stone, James Gleason, Betty Grable, Frank M. Thomas. Dir. Ben 
Stoloff. 68 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Sept. 30. 


Grand Jury. A stirring indictment of the average American's tendency to shirk 
his duties on the jury stand. Fred Stone, Louise Latimer, Owen Davis. Jr 
Dir. Al Rogell. 60 mins. Rel. July 24. Rev. Aug 5. 

Make Way fer a Lady. Romantically imaginative high-school girl tries to pick 
a wife for her widewed father. Anne Shirley. Herbert Marshall. Ger- 


trude Michael, Margot Grahame. Dir. David Burton. 63 mins. Rel. Nov. | 
13. Rev. Dec. 16 
Mary of Scotland. Historical. Katharine Hepburn, Fredric March. Dir. John 
Ford. 129 mins. Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Aug. 5. | 
M’Liss. The famous old play. Anne Shirley, John Beal, Guy Kibbee, Moron 


Olsen. Dir. George Nicholls. Jr. 66 mins Rel. July 17. Rev. Aug. 12. 
Mother Carey’s Chickens. Fatherless family’s efforts to preserve its identity 
and nee Ginger Rogers Fred Stone. Dir. Dorothy Arzner. Rel 
Jan, 1. 
Mummy’s Boys. Wheeler and Woolsey on an archaeological expedition to Egypt 
Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, Barbara Pepper. Dir. Fred Guiol. 68 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Dec. 16. 
Night Waitress. Night waitress exposes illegal activities of gang of highjackers 
sing as detectives. Margot Grahame, Gordon Jones. Dir. Lew Landers | 
} mins. Rel. Dec. 18. Rev. Dec. 23. 
One Man Came Back. How an innocent man can be arrested, tried and sen- | 
tenced to the gallows through a ‘frame-up’ and circumstantial evidence. 


Preston Foster, Ann Dvorak, John Beal. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Aug. 28. To Mary—With Love. 


Plot Thickens, The. Hildegarde gets her man again. 
Dir. Ben Holmes. 69 mins. Rel. Dec. 11. ’ 
Plough and the Stars, The. The saga of the struggle for Irish freedom and the 


ZaSu Pitts, Jas. Gleason. 


historic Irish Rebellion of 1916. Barbara Stanwyck, Preston Foster, Barry | White Fang (20th) 


Fitzgerald, Dennie O’Dea, Eileen Crowe. Dir. John Ford. Rel Sept. 25. 
Rainbow on the River. Orphan boy goes through many trials before learning 

his identity and station. Bobby Breen, May Robson, Louise Beaver, 

Charles Butterworth. Dir. Kurt Newmann. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. 


ec. 23. | 
Riddle of the Dangling Pearl (tentative). School teacher Hildegarde Withers | 
and Inspector Oscar Piper again solve mystery. James Gleason, Zasu 


Pitts, Louise Latimer, Owen Davis, Jr. Dir. Ben Holmes. Rel. Dec. 11. 
Second Wife. The problems arising from a second marriage. Walter Abel, Ger- 
trude Michael, Eric Rhodes. Dir. Edward Kelly. Rel. Aug. 31. 


Smartest Girl in Tewn. 
tising photographers’ models Ann Sothern, Gene Raymond, Helen Brod- 
erick. Dir. Joseph Santley. 58 mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Swing Time. America’s dancing stars in a gay musical romance with music 
by Jerome Kern. Fted Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Victor Moore, 
Broderick, Eric Blore, Georges Metaxa, Betty Furness. Dir. George Stev- 


| Song and Dance Man. 


| Stowaway, The. 


Rev. Dec. 16 Under Your Spell. 


Revealing the activities of those much-pictured adver- | 


Helen | 


ens. 103 mins. Rel Sept. 4. Rev. Sept. 2. 
That Girl from Paris. Lily Pons’ feature. Gene Raymond, Jack Oakie. Dir. | 
Leigh Jason. 104 mins. Rel. Jan. 22. Rev. Jan. 6. 


Walking on Air. Radio crooner makes his own broadcast. Gene Raymond, 
Ann Sothern. Dir. Jos. Santley 70 mins Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 16. 

Wanted! Jane Turner. Post office inspector runs down gang who rob mail- 
truck. Gloria Stuart, Lee Tracy, Frank M. Thomas. 

Rel. Dec. 4. 

We Who Are About to Die. 
man to the gallows. 
ton, J. Carroll Naish, Ray Mayer. Rel, 

_ Jan. 8. Rev. Jan. fi. 

Winterset. A son sets out to clear the memory of his father who died in 
electric chair only to find himself involved in poignant romance among 
New York's tenements. Burgess Meredith, Margo, Eduardo Ciannelli. 

Dir. Alfred Santell. 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Dec. 9. 

Without Orders. 
sengers 
Charley Grapewin. Dir. Lou Landers. 84 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 11. 

Woman Rebels. The valiant efforts of a woman to make the world realize the 
real significance of women and their rights. Katharine Hepburn, Herbert 


a Donald Crisp. Dir. Mark Sandrich. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. 


Politics and a frame-up almost send an innocent | 


Dir. Christy Cabanne. 82 mins. 


R e Offices: 1776 B’way, 
epublic New York, N. Y. 


Bar Z Bad Men. Johnny Mack Brown and Lois January. Rel. Jan. 20. 
Beware of Ladies. Donald Cook, Judith Allen, Russell Hopton, Reginald Denny. 


: 61 mins. Rel. Dec. 21. 

Big Show, The. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Kay Hughes, Sally Payne. 170 
mins. Rel. Nov. 16. 

Bold Caballero, The. Bob Livingston, Heather Angel, Sig Rumann. 71 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 11. 

Border Phantom. Bob Steele, Harley Wood. Rel Dec. 28. 

Bulldog Edition. Ray Walker. Evalyn Knapp, Regis Toomey. Dir. Charles 
Lamont. 57 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Oct. 14. 

Cavalry. Bob Steele, Frances Grant 60 mins. Rel. Oct. 14. 

Country Gentlemen, Olsen and Johnson, Lila Lee, Joyce Compton. 68 mins. 


Rel. Nov. 9. 
Follow Your Heart. Musical. Marion Talley, Michael Bartlett. Dir. Aubrey | 
Scotto. 82 mins. Rel. Sept. 5. Rev. Oct. 28 
Forbidden Heaven. English workman adopts a waif. 
Henry. Dir. Reginald Barker. mins. 
Gentleman from Louisiana, The. Eddie Quillan, Charlotte Henry, Chic Sale. 
Dir Irving Pichel. 69 mins Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 16. 
Ghost Town Gold. Bob Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Kay Hughes. 
55 mins. Rel. Oct. 26. 
Gun Ranger, The. Bob Steele, Eleanor Stewart. 49 mins. Rel. Nov. 19. 
nage Sosaeny. Phil Regan, Evelyn Venable, Jed Prouty. 68 mins. Rel. 
c 


Chas. Farrell, Charlotte 
Rev. Sept. 9. 





Hearts in Bondage. Dramatic story of five characters whose lives are entangled 
in the building of the Monitor, and in the climax of the battle between the 
Monitor and Merrimac. James Dunn, Mae Clarke, Charlotte Henry, David 


Manners. Dir. Lew Ayres. Ret. Aug 15. Rev. Oct. 21. | 
Join the Marines. Paul Kelly, June Travis, Warren Hymer, Purnell Pratt. | 
Rel. Jan 18. | 
es vr the Air. Bob Livingston, Grace Bradley, Willard Robertson. Rel. 
an, 4. | 
Lawless Land. Johnny Mack Brown, Louise Stanley. 55 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. 


Man Betrayed A. Eddie Nugent, Lloyd Hughes, Kay Hughes. Rel. Dec. 28 


Mandarin Mystery, The. Eddie Quillan. Charlotte Henry 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 7. 
Oh, Susannah. Gene Autry. Frances Grant. Rel. Aug. 20 

Old Corral. Gene Autry, Hope Manning. 56 mins Rel. Dec. 21. 

Old Lady Ironsides. Alison Skipworth, Polly Moran. James Morton, Hope tan- 


ning. Rel. Feb. 21. 


President’s Mystery, The. Based on a suggestion by F. D. Roosevelt. Henry 
ann Betty Furness. Dir. Phil Rosen. 81 mins. Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. 
ot. Z 

Ride, Raneer, Ride. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Kay Hughes. 59 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 30. 


Riders of the Whistling Skull. 
Mary Russell. Rel. Jan. 4 
Roarin’ Lead. Bot Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Christine Maple. 
53 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. 
Round-Up Time in Texas. Gene Autry, Maxine Dovle Cabin Kids. Rel. Feb. 28. 
Sagebrush Troubadour. Western. Gene Autrey. Dir. Jos. Kane. 57 mins. Rev. 


Bob Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, 


Sept. 9. 
Sitting on thé Moon. Grace Bradley. Roger Pryor, Pert Kelton. Dir. Ralph 
Staub 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Sept. 30. 
Three Mesquiteers. Ray Corrigan. Bob Livingston. Svd Saylor. Rel. Sept. 20. 
Trusted Outlaw, The. Bob Steele. Lois January. Rel. Feb. 1 
Undercover Man. Johnny Mack Brown, Suzann> Kaaren. 56 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Studios: Fox Hills, 


ietreidl: Con. 20th Century-Fox 


Across the Aisle. Brian Donlevy. Gloria Stuart. Dir 
Rel. July 24. 

As You Like It. Elisabeth Bergner, Laurence Olivier. Dir 
mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Sept. 11 

Back to Nature (Jones Family) «Jed Prouty 


Offices: 444 West 56th St. 
New York, N. Y. 


H. Bruce Humberstone 
Paul Czinner. 95 


Shirley Deane, Dixie Dunbar 


Dir Jas Tinling 56 mins Rel. Oct. 9 Rev. Sept. 2 
Banjo on My Knee. Shanty boat romance. Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea. 
Dir. John Cromwell. Rel. Dee 11 Rev. Dec. 16. 


Border Patrolman Geo O'Brien western 58 mins Rel July 3. Rev 

Can This Be Dixie? Jane Withers, Slim Summerville, Helen Wood 
Marshall Rel. Dec. 4 

Career Woman. Rival lawyers Claire Trevor, 

Louis Seiler. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 18. Rev. Dee 16 

Charlie Chan at the Opera. Karloff horror added to Chan unction 
Oland, Boris Karloff, Charlotte Henry. Dir. H. Bruce 

mins. Rel. Jan. 8 Rev. Dec 16 

Charlie Chan at the Race Track. Warner Oland, Helen Wood, Alan Dinehart 

D Dir. H. Bruce Humberstone 79 mins Rel Aug. 7 Rev Aug 19 

imples. Shirley Temple, Frank Morgan. Dir..Wm. A. Seite 78 mins. Rel 

s Oct. 16. Rev. Oct 14 

15 Maiden Lane. 


July 1. 
Dir. Geo 
unite. Michael Whalen. Dir 
Warner 
Humberstone. 63 


Jewelry racket below the old crooks deadline Claire Trevor, 


Gi ,Cesar Romero. Dir. Alan Dwon 64 min Rel Oct. 30. Rev. Oct. 14 
~— Dormitory Herbert Marshall Ruth Chatterton, Simone Simon. Dir 
rving Cummings. 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 14 Rev. Sept. 2. 


Dir. Edward Killy. | : ; 
| Last of the Mohicans (Reliance). 


Preston Foster, Ann Dvorak, John Beal, Russel Hop- | 


|, Rembrandt 


| Studios: Universal City, 


Shows responsibility of airline pilots for safety of their pas- | 
Robert Armstrong Sally Eilers, Frances Sage, Vinton Haworth, | 


Crash Donovan.. Jack Holt. Dir. Ed Laemmie. 55 mins. Rel. July 19. Rev 
Aug. 12. 

Frpty Saddles. Buck Jones. Rel. Dec. 20. 

| Flying Hestess. Judith Barrett, Wm. Hall Dir. Murray Roth. 66 mins. Rel. | 


| Fugitive in the Sky. 


, Hot Money. 


= 


Glory. Jane Darwell, Delma Byron. 
High Tension. Glenda Farrell, 
Rel. July 17. Rev. July 15. 


Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Dec. 18. 


Brian Donlevy. 


Dir. Allan Dwan. 63 mins 


Holy Lie, The. Jane Dawell, Claire Trevor, J. Edward Bromberg. Dir. Lewis | 


Seiler. Rel. Aug. 28. 


King of the Royal Mounted. Zane Grey western. Robert Kent. Dir. Howard 


Bretherton. 58 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 30 


Ladies in Love. Janet Gaynor, Constance Bennett, Loretta Young, Simone 
Simon. Don Ameche, Paul Lukas. Dir. Edw. H. Griffith. 97 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 28. Rev. Nov. 4. 


Lloyds of Lenden. Historical Madeleine Carroll, Sir Guy Standing, Freddie 
Bartholomew. Dir. Henry King. 112 mins. Rel. Dec. Rev. Dec. 2. 

One in a Millien. Debut of Sonja Henie, champ figure skater. Adolphe Men- 
jou, Jean Hersholt, Ritz Bros. Dir. Geo. Marshall. 92 mins. Rel. Dec. 
27. Rev. Jan. 6. 

Pepper. Story of a waif. Jane Withers. Irvin Cobb, Slim Summerville. Dir 
Jas Tinling. 61 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Aug. 12. 

Pigskin Parade. Stuart Erwin, Johnnie Downs. Arline Judge, Patsy Kelly 
Dir. David Butler. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Poor Little Rich Girl, The. Shirtey ‘vempie, Alice Faye, Gloria Stuart, Jack 
Haley. Dir Irving Cummings 79 mins Rel July 24 Rev. July 1 
Ramona. In technicolor. Loretta Young, Don Ameche. Dir. Henry King. 84 

mins. Rel. Oct 23. Rev. Oct. 14 

Reunion Dionne Quintuplets. Jean Hersholt. Rochelle Hudson. Dir 
Taurog. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Dec. 2. 

Road to Glory, The. War story from Wm. Faulkner. Remake of a Pathe-Natan 
French version Frederic March, Warner Baxter, Lionel Barrymore, June 
Lang. Dir. Howard Hawks. 103 mins. Rel. Sept. 4. Rev. Aug. 12. 

Sing, Baby, Sing. Adolphe Menjou. Alice Fave. Patsy Kelly. Dir. Sidney Lan- 
field. 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 21 Rev. Sept 16 
Claire Trevor, Paul Kelly. Dir 

Rel. March 13. Rev. March 18 

Star for a Night. Claire Trevor, Jane Darwell 
J. Edw Bromberg. Dir. Lewis Seiler 

Shirley Temple story. 
Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 23. 

Thank You, Jeeves. Comedy. Arthur Treacner. 
Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Sept. 23 

Thirty-Six Hours te Kill. Racket story. Brian Donievy, Gloria Stuart. Dir 
Eugene Forde. 65 mins. Rel. July 24 Rev. Aug. 19. 

Warner Baxter, Myrna Loy. Dir. John Cromwell. 87 

Aug. 1. Rev. Sept. 2. 

With songs. Lawrence Tibbett, Wendy Barrie, Gregory 

Ratoff. Dir. Otto L. Preminger 63 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. Nov. 18 

Dog story from Curwood’s novel Michael Whalen, Jean 
Muir. Brian Donlevy. Dir. David Butier. 70 mins. Rel. Julv 3. Rev. Julv 22 

White Hunter. African story. Warner Baxter, June Lang. Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Dec. 2. 

Wild Brian Kent. Outdoor picture. Ralnh Bellamy, Mae Clark. Dir 
Bretherton. 57 mins. Rel. Nov 7. Rev. Dec. 9. 


Norman 


Allan Swan. 72 mins 


Arline Judge, Evelyn Venable, 
76 mins. Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Aug. 286. 
Robert Young, Alice Faye. 87 mins. 


Dir. Eugene Forde. 55 mins 


mins. . Rel. 


Howard 


Studios: 1041 No. Formosa Blvd., . . Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Calif. United Artists New York, N. % 


Beloved Enemy (Goldwyn). Story of the Irish revolt of ’21. Merle Oberon, 
Brian Aherne. Dir. H C. Potter. 90 rnins. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 30. 
Come and Get it. Goldwyn’s production ot Edna Ferber’s novel about north- 
west lumber strife. Edward Arnold, Frances Farmer. Dirs. Howard 
Hawks and William Wyler 99 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Dodsworth. Goldwyn’'s production of Sinclair Lewis’ novel. Walter Huston, 
Ruth Chatterton, Mary Astor. Dir. William Wyler. 90 mins. Rel. Sept 
14. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Garden of Allah. Romance in the Sahara. Marlene Dietrich, Charles Boyer 
Produced by David O. Selznick in technicolor. Dir. Richard Boleslawski 
80 mins Rel Oct. 14. Rev Nov. 25. 

Gay Desperado. Mexican musical romance. 
Carrillo. Pickford-Lasky production. 
Rel. Oct 2. Rev. Oct. 14 


Nino Martini, Ida Lupino, Leo 
Dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 90 mins. 
Randolph Scott. 


91 mins. Rel. Aug. 13. Rev 


Sept. 9. 
Man Who Could Work Miracles. Based on an original by H. G. Wells. 
Young: Joan Gardner and Ralph Richardson Dir.. Lothar Mendes 
(London Films). Story of the artist. Chas. Laughton, Gertrude 
Lawrence. Dir. Alex. Korda. 81 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. Rev. Dec. 9. 


> Offices: 30 Rockefeller Center, 
Calif. Universal New York, N. Y¥. 


Boss Rider of Gun Creek. Buck Jones. Dir. Les Selander. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 
Rev. Dec. 16. 


Nov. 22. Rev. Dec. 16. 

Four Days’ Wonder. Jeanne Dante, Kenneth Howell. 
60 mins. Rel. Dec. 20 Rev. Dec. 23. 

Girl on the Front Page, The. Edmund Lowe, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Harry Beau- 
mont. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Nov. 1 

Love Letters ef a Star. Murder mystery from “The Case of the Constant God.’ 
Henry Hunter, Polly Rowles Dir. Lois R. Foster, Milton Carruth. 66 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 8 Rev. Dec. 2. 

Luckiest Girl in the World. From the Ladies Home Journal story. Jane Wyatt, 
Louis Hayward. Dir. Edw. Buzzell. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. Rev. Dec. 9. 

Magnificent Brute, The. Drama. Victor McLaglen, Binnie Barnes. 
G. Blystone. 77 mins. Rel. Sept 20 Rev. Oct. 28. 

Man I Marry, The. Society girl who knows her theatre puts the best boy over. 
Doris Nolan, Michael tVhalen. Dir. Ralph Murphy. 79 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 
Rev. Nov. 4. 

My Man Godfrey. Comedy-drama. Wm. Powell, Carole Lombard. Dir. Greg- 
ory LaCava. 9312 mins. Rel. Sept. 6. Rev. Sept. 23. 

Murder on =e Mississippi. James Dunn, Andy Devine. Dir. Arthur Lubin. Rel. 

3 
Ann Preston, Henry Hunter. 


Dee 

Paroie! Dir. Louis Friedlander. 67 mins. Rel 
June 14. Rev July 1. 

Postal Inspector. Drama. Ricardo Cortez, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Otto Beaver. 58 


Dir. Sidney Salkow. 


mins Rel. Aug. 2. Rev. Sept. 9. . 
Rich and Reckless. Edmund Lowe, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Rel. 
Oct. 4 


Ride ’Em, Cowboy. Buck Jones western. Dir. Les Selander. 68 mins. Rev. 
Sept. 20. Rev. Dec. 16. 

Sea Spoilers. John Wayne, 
Sept. 27. Rev. Oct. 28 ) 

Top of the Town. Doris Nolan, George Murphy, Hugh Herbert, Gertrude 
Niesen, Ella Logan, Jack Smart, Peggy Ryan, 3 Sailors, Gregory Ratoff. 
Dir Walter Lang. Rel. Dec 27 

Two in a Crowd. Joan Bennett, Joel McCrea. 


Nan Grey. Dir. Frank Strayer. 62 mins. Rel 


Dir. Alfred E. Green. 82 mins. 


Rel. Sept. 13. Rev. Oct. 7 
Yellowstone. Drama Henry Hunter. Judith Barrett, Ralph Morgan, Andy De- 
vine. Dir. Arthur Lubin. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 16. Rev. Sept. 23. 


Studios: Burbank, 
Calif. 


Offices: 321 W. 44th St., 


Warner Brothers New York, N. ¥. 


| Anthony Adverse. Based on the international best seller by Hervey Allen 


Fredric March, Olivia de Havilland, Anita Louise, Claude Rains, Donald 
Woods, Edmund Gwenn, Louls Hayward, Gale Sondergaard, Steffi Duna. 
Billy Mauch. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 139 mins. Rel. Aug. 29. Rev. Sept. 2 
Bengal Tiger. Circus locale. Barton MacLane, June Travis. Dir. Louis King 
, 62 mins Rel. Sept. 5. Rev. Aug. 5 
Big Noise, The. A small town business man outwits a gang of racketeers. Guy 
Kibbee, Warren Hull, Alma Lloyd, Dick Foran. Dir. Frank McDonald. 58 


mins. Rel. June 27 Rev July 8 
Cain and Mabel. A musical extravaganza about the prizefighter and the lady, 
from H C. Witwer story. Marion Davies. Clark Gable. Dir. Lioyd Bacon 


96 mins. Rel. Oct. 17. Rev. Oct. 21 

California Mail. A western thriller 
Dir. Noel Smith 56 mins Rel Nov. 14. 

Charge of the Light Brigade, The Based on Tennyson's immortal poem. Errol 
Flynn Olivia de Havilland, Patric Knowles, Henry Stephenson. Dir 
Michael Curtiz. 115 mins. Rel Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 4 

Aircraft and plots. Jean Muir, Warren Hull. Dir. Nick 
Grinde. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 28. Rev. Jan. 6 

Give Me Your Heart. Based on the internationa! stage success, ‘Sweet Aloes.’ 
Kay Francis. George Brent, Roland Young, Patrick Knowles, Frieda Ines- 
court. Dir Archie Mayo 88 mins Rei Sep... 26. Rev. Sept. 16 

Green Pastures, The. From the Pulitzer Prize play by Mare Connelly. All-star 
east. Dirs. Mare Connelly and William Keighley. 93 mins. Rel. Aug. 1 
Rev. July 22 


Fast moving comedy-romance. Ross Alexander, Beverly Roberts. 


Joseph Cawthorn, Paul Graetz. Dir. William McGann. 68 mins. Rel 
July 18 Rev. July 29 

Isle of Fury. Melodrama of wanted men on a South Sea island. Donald 
foods, Margaret Lindsay, Humphrey Bogart, Paul Graetz. Dir. Frank 
McDonald. 60 mins. Rel. Oct. 10. Rev. Nov. 18. 


Jailbreak. Smashing melodrama Craig Reynolds, June Travis, Barton MacLane 
Dir Nick Grinde. 60 mins Rel Aug 8 Rev. Aug 12 


King of Hockey. Story of the ice rink. Dick Purcell, Anna Nagel. Dir. Noel 


Smith. 56 mins. Rel. Dec. 19. Rev. Dec 9. 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, A. Spectacular production of the Shakespeare 
comedy. Extensive cast of stars Dir. Max Reinhardt, Wm. Dieterle. 133 
mins. (Roadshow.) Rev. Oct. 16 

Polo Joe. Joe FE. Brown plays the game. Carol Hughes, Skeets Gallagher. Dir 


Wm. McGann 
Public Enemy’s Wife 


65 mins. Rev. Nov. 11 
A thrilling tale of the trials of an tnnocent girl marrted 
to a killer Pat O’Brien, Margaret Lindsay, Robert Armstrong, Cesare Ro- 
mero Dir Nick Grinde. 69 mins. Rei. July 25. Rev. July 15. 
Satan Met a Lady. 
Shaw, Marie Wilson. Dir 
July 9. 


William Dieterle. 74 mins. Rel. Aug. 8. Rev. 


(Continued on page 39) 


Roland | 


Dir. John | 


Dick Foran, Linda Perry, Milton Kibbee. 


Bette Davis, Warren William, Alison Skipworth, Winifred | 


—s 





Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
George E. Stone; Frank McDonald, 
direct: ‘Dance, Charlie, Dance.’ WB. 
William Davidson, ‘Marked Wom- 
an,’ WB. 


‘Barney Tury, Gorcon Jones, Jack 
Wynne, Ginger Connolly, “Robber 
Barons,’ RKO. 

Roland Verno, Herrick Herrick, 
Mimi Doyle, Patsy Doyle, George 
Kerebel, Mary Lou Fisher. Connie 
Evans, Dorothy Curtis, Inez Mortison, 
Carmen Baretta. Bobby Koshade, 
Mami Henderson, Jimmy Casey, 


Harry Ravin, Bill Codv, Jerry Frank, 
Bill Arnold, Bobbie Barber, John 
Murphy, Eugene Hughes, Harry 
Timms, Willard St. Clair. Tom Wot- 
ton, John Campbell, Harry Mayo, 
Ray De Ravenne, Art Du Lac, Myron 
Geiger, Mick Lally, Lowe Henderson, 
George Barton, Martelle De Serrand, 
Louis Paysing. Ronnie Rindell, Nor- 
man Brand, ‘Escadrille,” RKO. 

Franklin Coen, screenplay, ‘Quin- 
tuplets to You,’ RKO. 

George M. Thomas, George Irving, 
Philip Huston, ‘Wings of Mercy,’ 
RKO. 

Jack Townley, screenplay, ‘Misses 
America,’ RKO, 

Marek Windheim. Ralph Sedan, 


Alphonse Martel, George Savidan, 
Charle. Coleman, ‘Stepping Toes,” 
RKO. 

Rose Tyrell, Ivan Lebedeff, Ian 
Wolfe, Brandon Hurst, ‘Maytime,’ 
MG. 


Mitchell Lewis. Sherry Hall, King 
Baggott, Albert Pollet, Hal Le Seur, 
Flora Finch, Gino Corrado, ‘Burnt 
Fingers,’ MG. 

Lumsden Hare, Arthur Stuart Hull, 
Una O'Connor, Polly Van, Max 
; Davidson, Henrietta Crosman, For- 

| fester Harvey, William Stack, ‘Man 
In Possession,’ MG. 

George Soriel, ‘Espionage,’ MG. 
| Wallace Clark, ‘Parnell.’ MG. 

June Wilkins, Charles Coleman, 
‘The Last of Mrs. Cheney,’ MG. 

Lillian Harmer, Rita Owen, Harvey 
Clark, ‘Internes Can’t Take Money,” 
Par. 

Purnell Pratt, James Blaine, 
Robert Perry, James B. Carson, Ed- 
ward Emerson, Tom O'Grady, Tiny 
Newland, ‘Murder Goes to College,’ 


Par. 
Lee Shumway, Bob McKenzie, 
Fritzie Brunette, Jack  Keckley, 


Marty Faust, Earl Pingree, ‘Souls at 
Sea,” Par. 
Esther Howard, Franklyn Pang- 

born, Richard Kipling, Gino Corrado, 
| Lotus Liu, ‘Swing High, Swing Low,’ 
| Par. 

| Pedro Regas, George Kaluna, 
Harry Field, George Herrera, Joe 
| Molino, Manuella Dalile. Tony Ur- 
chel, ‘Waikiki Wedding,’ Par. 

| Charles Middleton, Robert Spencer, 
| ‘Class Prophecy, U. 

| Aileen Carlyle, Hal Cook, Francis 
Greig, Lowell Drew, Don Brody, Bess 
Flowers, Zeni Vatori, Phyllis Dolson, 
Mary Alice Rice, Michael Loring, 
Robert Anderson, Selmer Jackson, 
‘Person to Person Call,’ U. 


Jim Toney, “The Last Slaver,’ 20-F. 


Eddie Shubert, Si Jenks, “Time Out 
for Romance,’ 20-F. 

John Wray, Charles King, Lester 
| Iorr, Lu Miller, Kay Deslys, Georgia 
| O’Dell. Don Roberts, Betty Roche, 
| Ann Bennett, Frank Bellan, Hugh 
Chapman, ‘Without a Net.’ Rep. 

Franklyn Pangborn, Virginia Sale, 
| Olaf Hitten, Ray Brown, ‘We Have 
Our Moments,’ U. 

William Demarest, Jane Darwell, 
| Joan Davis, Thomas Beck, ‘Dead 
| Yesterday,’ 20-F. 
| Donald Meek, ‘Fifty Roads to 
| Town,’ 20-F. 

P-~ Sparks, ‘Wake Up and Live,’ 
| Ed Deering, Jim Milligan, Lester 

Dorr, Homer Dickinson, ‘Weather or 
| No,’ Col, 

Charles Quigley, Eddie Nugent, 
Gene Morgan, John Gallaudet, Dor- 
don Elliott, Arthur Aylesworth, ‘Rac- 
ing Luck,’ Col. 
| George Ernest, Joseph Sawyer, 
iJ. M. Kerrigan, Arthur Loft, Al Hill, 
| Richard Terry, Ray Bennett, Lee 
| Prather, Beatrice Curtis. Howard 
| Hickman, John Tyrell. Martha Tib- 
betts. Earl Pingree, Nick Copeland, 
Ralph Byrd, Carleton Griffin, Matty 
Fain, John Dilson, Wedgewood No- 
weil, ‘Speed Mad,’ Col. 

Buster Phelps, Sherwood Bailey, 
‘Two Shall Meet,’ GN. 

Russell Hicks, ‘23% Hour: Leave,’ 
GN. 

Mary Gordon, Jessie Perry, Kath- 
erine Sheldon, Georgia Cooper, Al- 


fred P. James, Robert Dudley, 
‘Racketeers in Exile.’ Col. 

Frank Conroy, ‘Private Enemy,’ 
20-F. 


tichard English, treatment ‘Double 
Trouble.’ Rep. 

Joseph Poland, 
western, Rep. 

Wallace Smith, screen play operetta 
for Victor Schertzinger-Zion Myers, 
GN. 

Virginia Kellogg, script ‘Magnolia 
Grove.” U. 

Philip Dunne, scrint and ditaleg, 
‘London Bridge Is Falling,’ U. 

Ann Grey. Judith Barrett, 
Stones Cry Out.’ U. 

Mae Clarke, “l'rouble in Morocco,” 
Darmour-Col. 


writing untitled 


‘The 


Albert DeMond, script, ‘A Right 
Guy.” Coil. 
Jane Darwell, ‘Nancy Steele Is 


Missing.’ 20-F. 
Manny Seff, writing 
, Touch.’ Goldwyn. 


‘A Woman's 


Mary Maguire. ‘Kid Galahad,’ WB. 
Peggy Wood. ‘Call It a Day.” WB. 
Joe 


WB 


Cunningham, ‘San Quentin,’ 
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HOUSIE (MDSE. 
GAMES) NIXED 
IN CANADA. 


St. John, N. B., Jan. 12. 

A sudden order to the local police 
from the city council in secret con- 
ference at city hall was to close all 
housie, bingo, beano, corno games in 
the city. This action followed com- 
plaints from retail merchants and 
theatre operators, It was announced 
that those who do not heed the 
warning will be prosecuted and sub- 
ject to a maximum penalty of $2,000 
fine and imprisonment for two years. 
The housie closing is under a sec- 
tion of the criminal code, which 
makes it an indictable offence to dis- 
pose of any goods, wares or merf- 
chandise by any game or mode of 
cance or mixed chance and skill in 
which the contestant pays money or 
other consideration. 

St. John has been housie-mad for 
the past year, and theatre men and 
merchants have been complaining 
that business has been lost to them 
because of the craze. From 3-12 
housle games have been open to the 
public at admissions of from 25-50c, 
each weeknight. Additional cards 
available at 5 and 10c each. Usually 
each player uses at least two cards. 
At the close of the regular number 
of games, additional plays are made 
at 5-25c a card, the playing continu- 
ing until 3.and 4 a.m. 

Cash, jewelry, watches, furniture, 
electric appliances, wearing ap- 
parel, footwear, silverwaré, china- 
ware, confeetionery, cigarets, toilet- 
ries, etc., have been offered as prizes. 
Electrical equipment for displaying 
the numbers conspicuously and 
promptly, amplifiers, etc., have been 
installed for the housie. games. W. 
B. Sterns, one promoter, took over 
centrally located bowling alleys on 
the street Joor and provided accom- 
modations for 500 housie patrons, 
with a housie game every night, the 
regular hours being from 9-11, and 
special plays thence until 4 a.m. 
When police under a previous re- 
gime had stipulated ‘for benevolent 
purposes,’ in all housie advertising, 
Sterns arranged with a local colored 
church. for use of its name at $50 
for life. 


GORDON, WEINSTOCK IN 
VOLUNTARY B’K’PTCIES 


Edgar C. Gordon of Mount Vernon, 
N. Y., ‘producer of entertainments,’ 
filed a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptey in U. S. District Court. Lia- 
bilities, $2,159.91. No assets. Credi- 
tors unprofessional. 

David Weinstock, neighborhood 
picture theatre manager, 305 West 
86th Street, N. Y., filed a petition in 
bankruptcy in U. S. District Court. 
Liabilities of $40,957; no assets, 














Youngclaus Into Grand 
Island, Neb., Shifts Map 


Lincoln, Jan, 12. 

William Youngclaus, who has 
made money in the courts in 
Nebraska as well as from operation 
of indie theatres, has taken another 
Strong step preparatory to wading 
into the Grand Island, Neb., exhib 
scene and take a crack at the Tri- 
States circuit which has two houses 
there. Youngclaus has been operating 
the Empress in GI for the past two 
years, and on Jan. 17 acquires the 
Island, a 600-seater. 

Latest maneuver comes after he 
Successfully ousted Howard K. Allen 
from the Island, by acquisition of 
75% of the $30,000 bond issue on the 
house and contesting the renewal of 
the lease. Youngclaus is making a 
try to eliminate dime admissions in 
GI. He wants Tri-States to put a 35c. 
top on the Capitol, a 25c. top on the 
Majestic, while he'll agree to 20c. for 
the Empress and 15c. for the Island. 
_ Second indie exhib, Harry Schiller, 
is building a new 800-seater, but 
wont enter active competition until 
the house is opened in April. Young- 
Claus is fighting the increased use of 
bank night in GI, which now falls 
on four nights a week, he says. If 
his negotiations with Tri-States falls 
through, it'll be signal for a battle. 
He even has lines out for a possible 
Stage show policy-at the Island now. 
GI is the third city of Nebraska and 
the only place im the state besides 
Lincoln which plays every scrap of 
film produced, 





eee ee 


2 Canadian Stickup 


Winnipeg, Jan. 12. 

Thugs taking their toil among the 
local film men again. Russ Simpson, 
booker for Paramount, had $65 
worth of goods stolen from his 
locked car parked outside the local 
exchange. Simpson had just left car 
for a few minutes to dash into office. 

Other was Manager Eddie New- 
man of the Miles Loop Lyceum. 
Newman was held up by bandits 


after the box office had closed for 
the evening, but they only got $50 
in small change, missing the majority 
of the evening’s take. 


NEB. DRIVE AGAINST 
BANKO INSURANCE: 


Lincoln, Jan. 12. 

Circulation of bank night insur- 
ance coupons in Omaha, which, for 
a dime, insures the holder against 
loss of the bank night prize up to 
$500, resulted this week in an or- 
der from State Insurance Director 
Smrha here to the Omaha police to 
gather all the evidence available on 
the matter. Outfit guaranteeing to 
protect policyholders is called Bank 
Night Security Co. 

Smrha’s office attack is made be- 
cause he recently refused to license 
an insurance company applicant who 
broached a similar scheme. Smrha’s 
ruling is that it’s not legal or pos- 
sible to insure a man against the 
loss of something he does not pos- 
sess. With compilation of this evi- 
dence, Smrha promises ‘to go directly 
to the state attorney general's office 
and start prosecution, 














Reade Encounters Bldg. 
Opposish at N. Y. Spa 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Jan. 12. 

At a meeting marked by a sharp 
exchange of personalities between 
Walter Reade, president of the 
American Community Theatre Corp., 
and Mayor Addison Mallery, the 
City Council voted 4-1, to reject 
Reade’s petition for a rezoning of a 
site at Heustis Court and Broadway 
to make way for a projected $150,000 
playhouse. 

Reade left the chamber in disgust, 
» ut intimated he would build a the- 
atre on another Broadway site which 
he had purchased. William E. Ben- 
tc >, representing the Congress and 
Palace, and a spokesman for the 
Masonic Hall Association, whose 
building is next to the site on which 
Reade proposed to build, opposed 
the re-zoning plea. It had been an- 
nounced that theatre would be 
equipped for television. 

Reade has purchased the Saratoga 
Club and is having it razed for the 
new playhouse. State Department of 
Labor has approved the building 
plans. Edward B. Ashton, from 
whom Reade purchased the club, is 
directing the razing. Saratoga, with 
a winter population of approximately 
14,000, already has two theatres, op- 
erated by William E. Benton. Ben- 
ton opposed Reade’s re-zoning peti- 
tion, 








SKIPPY ON SCREEN 


Crosby Stripper Will Be Tinted for 
UA Animation 








Hollywood, Jan. 12, 
Mayfair Productions is preparing 
first of a series of animated car- 
toons in Technicolor based on Percy 
L. Crosby’s strip, ‘Skippy,’ for United 





Artists release. Company is occupy- 
ing quarters formerly held by Walt 
Disney on the VA lot. 


Ken McClellan is producer, Bill | 
Dolan, head animator; Norman | 
Stephenson, general manager, and 


Charles Mahler assistant. 
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RICHEY DET. VARIETY PREZ 
' Detroit, Jan. 12. 


H. M. Richey, general manager of | 
Allied Theatres of Michigan, was 
elected president of the local Variety | 
Club and installed Monday (11) at! 
ennual banquet in Book-Cadillac 
hotel, Johnny Harris, national Va- | 
riety Club pres., attended instal- | 
lation. 

Other officers are William Carlson, | 
Alex Schreiber, v. p's; Dave New- | 
man, sec.; Jack Saxe, treasurer. 
Board of directors, besides officers, 
are: Frank Wetsman, William Flem- 
ion, Charles Perry, 


Barney Kilbride and Carl Buermele. | 





| stars 
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CHI GIVEAWAYS’ LEGAL SHOWDOWN 


THIS FRIDAY, BUT SPREADING IN N. Y. 
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Par’s State, Mpls., Twins 
’Em at 25c Mats; Squawks 


Minneapolis, Jan. 12. 

Independent neighborhood exhibi- 
tors are wrought up because Publix 
loop house, State, with inauguration 
of dual bill policy currently, has 
lowered admission for matinees to 
25c., in place of former 35c. Action 
against the exchanges is planned. 

The independents point out that 
they must wait 54 days under pres- 
ent clearance for State pictures and 
then show them singly, in most situ- 
ations, for 25c. They claim this gives 
the downtown house an unfair ad- 
vantage. 

Before installation of the double 
feature policy, State scale was 25c. 
to 1 p.m. 35¢c. to 5 p.m. and 40c. 
thereafter. 


ALL GIFT GAGS 
NIXED IN 
SYDNEY 


Sydney, Dec. 22. 

Film Board of Trade has decided 
that exhibitors must quit free gifts, 
bank nights, and all similar tangents 
by Jan. 1, 1937, Motion Picture Dis- 
tributors’ Assn, has agreed not to 
supply pix to those exhibs who 
break the rule. 

Free gift gag was growing enor- 
mously here until the matter was 
brought before the Exhibitors’ Assn. 
and, although it was agreed that it 
should be stopped, a few exhibs con- 
tinued to play it up. With formation 
of the F.B.T., one of the first mo- 
tions brought forward was this item 
and the decision to wipe it out. 

Few months back exhibs here 
were giving away everything from a 
suite of furniture to scanties, and 
opposition exhibs were hard pressed 
to combat it. Try was made with 
the introduction of triple-feature 
bills, but the public would have 
nothing to do with these marathons. 


COPS, BESIDES THE 
CHURCH, BAN BINGO 


Schenectady, N. Y., Jan. 12. 

Schenectady theatres received an- 
other break last week when Chief 
of Police William H. Funston 
ordered a ban on bingo. Following 
the prohibition of the game under 
Catholic auspices which went into 
effect Jan. 1, on direction of the 
Most Rev. Edmund F. Gibbons, 
Bishop of the Albany Diocese (in 
which Schenectady is_ situated), 
Chief Funston clamped down the lid 
on public promotion of bingo. This 
forced the turning away of 600 
people who had come to the Elks 
Club for the regular night’s enter- 
tainment, and BPOE officers 
squawked. They could not under- 
stand why it took Funston so long 
to decide that bingo was illegal, and 
declared his action would crimp the 
order’s charity activities. Police 
chief said fraternal and church 
groups could, if they wished, hold 
bingo parties for members only. 


Fire’s Ballyhoo Values 


Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 12. 

Edenton theatre film broke and 
flashed light across screen last Sat- 
urday night. Excitement seized 
crowd, resulting in stampede with 
injuries to three persons, including 
Hunter Jackson, photographer, who 
was burned, Minor blaze over in 10 
minutes. 

Next a. m, Carolina dailies played 
up story, one of them using cuts of 
Joan Crawford and Clark Gable, 
in busted film, with caption 
‘Film Burns as Cinema Lovers Love; 
Crawford and Gable Generate Plenty 
of Heat.’ Worried projectionist in- 
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Onus of Cops and B.B.B. Tabu Chills It With Exhibs 
in Midwest—Around N. Y., Recent Legal Okay 
Is Extending It Further 





Chicago, Jan. 12. 


are absolutely cold, not only in Chi- 
cago, but throughout Illinois, follow- 
ing court ruling disallowing injunc- 
tion gotten by theatre men to enjoin 
police from interfering with banks. 
While some theatre men still talk of 
fighting, most of the exhibitors agree 
that it’s washed up following flock 
of summonses handed out by police 
throughout the state to bank night 
theatres. 

Not only have Balaban & Katz and 
Warner Bros., the two major out- 
fits in Chicago, kicked the prize 
gimmicks out of their houses, but 
also have a great number of the 
other smaller circuits and individual 
houses. These exhibitors believe 
that the stunt is washed up and that 
they might as well drop it grace- 
fully instead of getting themselves 
messed up and mixed up with the 
courts and police dockets. Many 
exhibs now believe that the cream is 
off the bottle, and that even if the 
police were to be overruled in their 
ban on bank nights, that the public 
would be afraid and fearful of the 
money giveaways in the future be- 
cause of the cops and the Better 
Business Bureau which has de- 
nounced the drawings. 

Meanwhile those houses still try- 
ing to operate their bank nights are 
getting slugged quickly by the cop- 
pers, with some 10 additional man- 
agers being handed come-up-and- 
see-the-judge notices last week by 
the ever watchful coppers. All bank 
night cases go before the bar this 
Friday (15) for final court decision. 





N. Y.’s Renewed Vogue 


While warfare on giveaways, bank 
nights and other cash prize games 
in film theatres is growing in many 
sections of the U. S., the contests 
continue to hold sway in the New 
York metropolitan area, aided un- 
questionably by the state court of 
appeals ruling recently in favor of 
bank nights. That manufacturers 
and creators of these prize contests 
and games feel confident of their 
continuance in favor for some time, 
is indicated by the number of new 
ones being placed on the market 
each succeeding week. Many of them 
believe that if bank night drawings 
are able to duck the lottery or 
gambling angle, the-sky is the limit. 

Only thing they have to watch out 
for is to be careful that no literature 
or reference is mad@ in any house 
programs and Sonu n sent 
through the mails, ince U. S. postal 
authorities have isstted definite or- 
ders prohibiting such practice under 
the lottery angle. 

Latest N. Y. court ruling is that 
bank nights are not lotteries as em- 
ployed in theatres so long as non- 
patrons have the same chance as 
ticket holders to register and par- 
ticipate in awards (without buying a 
ticket), Exhibitors regard this as 
giving official blessing to other 
similar contests. All more or less 
conform to this stipulation, although 
it is stretching a point to believe 
that many actually play such games 
in hopes >of winning prizes in the 
lobby or immediately outside the 
theatre auditorium. 

Popularity of such cash drawing 
contests, patterned along general 
lines of banks, perhaps is best at- 
tested to by the wholesale or giant 
cash stunt employed by RKO houses 
in Manhattan and the Bronx last 
week. Plan which is similar to the 
gigantic cash giveaway plan used by 
Loew in its Brooklyn and Queens 
theatres was tested out on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday nights (5- 
7), with $1,000 in awards promised 
each night. This meant that $3,000 
outlay was necessary for the RKO 
circuit for the stunt the first week 





| unless winners were not found. Ac- 
| tual selection was made on stage of 


Fordham theatre but number or 
numbers were announced simultane- 
ously in all theatres included in the 
accredited group. 


RKO’s project, as with Loew’s, 
couid produce only one cash winner 


re group 


houses eligible 


Frank Downey, | publicity splurge a Carolina theatre | per t, with ticket holders frédm 
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' 
Bank nights and other coin nights | @' . , 
isides the Fordham, meant five or six 





patrons realized it, the 
addition of five or six theatres be- 


times as many ducats were outstand- 
ing with resultant possibilities of 
winning reduced that much. 

Independent exhibitors, bucking 
the RKO stunt last week, squawked 
long and loudly but without avail. 
They charged that the marquee bally 
in the major circuit theatres was 
misleading as was other advertising. 
Claimed the impression was given 
that $3,000 was to be awarded in 
each house on each one of the three 
nights, whereas, $1,000 per night was 
actually offered with numbers scat- 
tered among the group of theatres. 

Among the New York film thea- 
tres, it no longer is Screeno or 
Lucky; it now has become ‘Giant 
Screeno’ and ‘Giant Lucky.’ Games 
are the same as ever though the 
amounts offered have been increased. 

Popularity of these contests has 
prompted National Screen Service to 
put out “‘Ten-O-Win,’ a game that is 
worked from th: stage. Screeno 
Amusement Co. has another give- 
away gadget, ‘Movie Races.’ 





Atlanta, Jan. 12. 
‘Bank night suspended at the re- 
quest of county authorities.’ 
A printed sign, with the above 
legend, told the story to Buckhead 
(nabe) theatre patrons last week. 


Sharp-Eyed Cashier 
Identifies B.0. Thug 


Seattle, Jan. 12. 

Frances Carlson, cashier at the 
Paramount boxoffice, has sharp eyes 
and a good memory. Recently an 
unmasked man made her hand over 
$50 while his partner engaged the 
doorman in conversation. 

From a lot of pictures of ex-cons, 


she picked out one as being that of 
the sticker-upper. This lead to the 
suspected man’s arrest in a southern 
state, and his extradition is now be- 
ing sought. 











St. Louis, Jan. 12. 


Margaret Weaver, cashier at the 
Congress, midtown nabe, was held 
up in the box office Thursday night 
(7) and robbed of $75 receipts by a 
nervous and armed bandit. Robber, 
about 25, approached Ardell Lynch, 
an usher, who was taking tickets, 
produced gat and ordered him to 
lead way to box office. At Lynch's 
approach Miss Weaver looked up 
and gat carrier ordered her to shove 
all the dough out of window. 

She complied and bandit disap- 
peared before Milton J. Bischof, 
manager, could summon gendarmes, 


Fio Rito’s RKO Short 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Ted Fico Rito, his band and Bar- 
bara Pepper are making an untitled 
musical short at RKO. Bert Gilray 
is producing. 
Jean W. Yarborough is directing. 


Ships’ Banko 


Cash giveaways and games incor- 
porating the so-called lottery angle 
in recent weeks have spread to 
steamships plying the Atlantic. 

They have found particular favor 
on special cruise boats where they 
constitute part of recreational fea- 
tures. 











Photogs Union’s New Slate 


Election of officers to the execu- 
tive board of Local 666, International 
Photographers Union for two-year 
period from January, 1937, last week: 
Bertel J. Kleerup, pres.; Emil Monte- 
murro, Fred Felbinger, v.p.’s; Mervin 
LaRue, recording sec.; Walter Hotz, 
financial sec.; Fred Hafferkamp, 
treas.; Harry Birch, sergeant at arms, 
and Floyd Traynham, Harold Witt, 
Charles Geis, first three trustees. W. 
H. Stafford retained as business man- 
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Film Reviews 


circuit once before, some years ago, 
| although the files don’t list it under 
‘this title. 

In view of this, appraisal of any 
merit is too late by perhaps a decade. 
Right now ‘Poor Girl’s Honor’ in 





SZERELMI ALMOK 


(Continue from page 13) 





life story is dramatized. For a time, 
seems as though the charming 
countess would turn out to be one of 
the musician’s big moments. But 
this idea is sidetracked for the old 
reliable angle of jealousy between 
a young musician and a soldier, both 
in love with the countess. 

Duel between these two is devel- 
oped majestically, and then dropped 
like a hot potato with all stress 
placed on after effects. Finale is the 
accepted artifice of having the crip,- 
pled musician turning to new tri- 
umphs as a great concert conductor 
when duel wounds keep him from 
the piano; and the musically inclined 
countess finding happiness in mar- 
riage to him. 

‘Dreams of Love’ 
elaborate staging, a large cast of 
competent people and _ excellent 
photography. Miss Sulyok is fine; 
and Ferene Taray as Liszt, Geza 
Foldessy, in the the role of the 
lieutenant, and Bela Fay, as the 
young rival pianist, stand out. 

Wear. 


CORSARO NERO 


(‘Black Pirate’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Rome, Dec. 30. 


has been given 


Produced and released by Artisti Asso- 
ciati. Directed by Amleto Palermi. Fea- 
tures Ciro Verratti, Silvana Jachino, Ada 
Biagini. Camera, Vaclav Vich; music, 


Maestro Cicognini. 


(In Italian) 


This film, which features the Ital- 
ian Olympic fencing champion, Ciro 
Verratti, is an old type adventure 
story. 

Three Ventimiglia brothers are 
tricked by a rascally villain named 
Von Gould and one of the brothers 
is killed. Other two swear revenge, 
but only one of them, the one who 
eventually becomes known over the 
seven seas as the Black Pirate, lives 
to see Von Gould punished. 

In the course of pursuing his 
enemy, Black Pirate has many ad- 
ventures and escapades; of course, he 
is a pirate only for the sake of pun- 
ishing the traitor, and does not take 
his piracy seriously, but is very gen- 
tlemanly and generous about it. 

Film practically teems with duels, 
naval encounters, and narrow es- 
capes. Nevertheless, it is handled too 
descriptively, without enough action 
having any bearing on the plot. 

As an actor, Verratti makes a good 
fencing champion. Photography is 
very good. Heln., 


GUNS AND GUITARS 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Nat Levine produc- 
tion. Stars Gene Autry; features Smiley 
Burnette. Directed by Joseph Kane. Story 
and adaptation by Dorrell and Stuart Mc- 


Gowan; camera, Ernest Miller. At Chalo- 
ner, N. Y., two days, commencing Jan. 
11-12, 37, double bill. Running time, 58 
mins, 

Gene...... TETETTIL LTT rrrreeee Gene Autry 


Marjorie...... 
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Sam..... 
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Adventures of Gene Autry this 
time stem from his connection with 
a medicine show and the conglomer- 
ation of horse opera standbys and 
lowdown comedy should go easily 
with the kids, especially. It takes 
some 30 minutes to get the action 
under way, but once it starts pop- 
ping there’s nothing omitted from 
the furore, which includes, besides 
the usual bang-banging, fisticuffs and 
dobbin chases, an exciting display of 
six-horse wagon driving and a nipup 
by Autry from his racing horse onto 
the backs of two fugitives in equine 
flight. 

Laugh fare is of the pie-tossing 
school but it’s okay as interlarded 
in ‘Guns and Guitars,’ with Smiley 
Burnette on the receiving end of 
most of the horseplay. Time is fre- 
quently taken out during the narra- 
tive for Autry to uncork a ditty of 
the tall pines, while Burnette pitches 
in at point of the medicine show se- 
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Violinist 





"Shea’ s Buffalo Theatre 
41ST WEEK 


“Arno’s delectable musi¢ brought insistent 
encores.”’ ale News, 











title, plot, acting, and photography 
is a museum piece—unless shortage 
‘of new Italian product necessitates 
,showing on a double bill at low 
rental fee. Edga, 


quences to string together a number | 
of hillbilly verses about relatives. 

Fable itself follows the western | 
formula closely. Autry rubs the un- 
dercover leader of the local banditti 
the wrong way and gets himself ac- 
cused of the sheriff’s murder. There’s | 
an attempt to frame him but virtue | 
triumphs when Autry gets himself | 
elected as the new sheriff and, after | 
a stiff chase and gunbattle, the gang | 
leader is led into revealing himself 
as the former sheriff's killer. Odec. 


MISTER FLOW 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Jan. 
Universelle Cinematographique release of 
H. Vondas production. Directede by Robert 
Siodmak. Screen play, Henri Jeanson; 
original, Gaston Leroux; camera, Gaveau. 
At Le Paris, Paris, Dec. 2, "36. Running 
time, 95 mins. 
Pmbatat” MebS. «ss 0 6s 443-da Fernand Gravey 





Exploitation 








(Continued from page 15) 





the cut design is oversize, permitting 
the use of a 10 or 12 point type 
where a six point is desired. It pho- 
tographs better and often a print 
shop will have better faces in the 
1 | larger sizes than in the six, which 
: is generally some form of straight 
Roman. 

The inserts are schemed to size 
and proofed up carefully on white 
paper, being pasted into proper po- 

sition. Illustrative matter may be 
Lady Helena Scarlett..... — hag soot hand drawn or can be cut from the 
fo: PP eer Terre rere rT? Sits souis °o 2 

pene Ea ner - erier | Press book and pasted down. Where 
Mla ne PP, Scarlett. «+. dimie Sokolomt | the press book material is in half 
Le Cubain...cccccsccsceescesses Jim Gerald | tone allowance should be made for 
oe, Toerrrrrrrrrrr Teer ee ee ee OS ge nla ve the screen, for to reduce a half tone 
Marcelime. .cedccisceccsesccseved ila arely will be to increase the screen meas- 

ure, perhaps beyond the point of 
: (In French) good printing quality. A .four-col- 

Entertainment which should get| umn cut reduced to a two column 
more than a fair degree of success width, for example, will give a 120 
wherever shown. Well acted 


Pies, screen, as against the original 60, 
throughout by the three principals, g & 


and this is rather too fine for a 
photography as good as the best yet.| newspaper run. But with careful 
turned in in this country; and a : 


selection a perfect printing surface 
story, although of light material,| can be produced that will be proof 
which moves well to an unexpected | against the usual drawbacks. 
ending. Film should make its pro-| Not so practical for the smaller 
ducers some money in this country,| houses, but excellent where en- 
to say nothing of its chances abroad. | prayers’ bills are not a financial 

One bad spot of recording stands | handicap. 
against it; Gravey’s sometimes obvi- 
ous soberness in drunken scenes . 
could have been overcome and Ed- Just on the Side 
wige Feuillere’s lightness in portray- Baltimore. 
ing a lady could have been more | (MG) won’t first- 
run at Loew’s Century for few 


convincing. 

Louis Jouvet is a crook known in- | weeks, Lou Brown, Loew’s local 
ternationally by the name of Mister | lusty-lunger, whipped over a nice 
Flow. He is imprisoned in France | Stunt in advance last week. _ 
on the petty charge of having stolen| Chose a 10-year-young crippled 
a stickpin from the husband of Ed-/|lass in a hosp and, aided by News- 

Post, worked up a human interest 


wige Feuillere while in his employ 
as a butler. yarn that paper thought oke enough 
Gravey is the young lawyer with | to warrant chunky slice of art and 
no business who is engaged via an| copy. Gag was that little girl was 
intermediary by Miss Feuillere,| ardent admirer of Robert Taylor, 
secretly Jouvet’s mistress for years,| and star, hearing of her plight, sent 
to defend the crook. Gravey’s first |a box of camelias to brighten up her 
encounter with his client starts a/| bedside. 
train of incidents which almost lands Brown was shot in a still showing 
him in jail, but finally lands him the | him acting as Taylor’s proxy as he 














Though ‘Camille’ 





lady. Hugo. bent over bedded girl with fancy 
5 Rg aa ao flowers. ‘Camille’ got tied in nicely 
L’Onore Della Figlia Del] | for a plug on the camelias’ idea. 
Popolo New Year Preview 
(‘The Poor Girl’s Honor) Louis Gordon, owner of the State 


and Opera House, Waterville, Maine, 
combined two old gags into a new 
one for the State’s New Year’s eve 
|special. He announced a preview 
| without mention of the title, and of- 
ifered to return the money of any- 
|}one dissatisfied. Edward Harrison, 
his manager, writes that even the 
wisecrackers did not ask a refund, 
and that the stunt drew an extra 
large business. 

The kicker was the statement that 
the house could not announce the 
title as it was being shown in ad- 
vance of the regular release. The 
picture was Deanna Durbin in 
‘Three Smart Girls.’ 


CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 27) 


(ITALIAN MADE) 


Roma Film release of Claudia Film pro- 
duction, Stars Leda Gys. At Miami, 
N. Y., week Jan. 9, °37. Running time, 
71 mins, 








(In Italian; Partial English Titles) 


In this film they do the Charles- 
ton, wear knee-length dresses, and 
romp amorously on a tapestry couch. 
If that isn’t enough to show where 
it fits into the film industry’s family 
album, it may be remarked that at 
least 75% of the pic is silent. The 
rest was silent once, but they’ve sub- 
sequently dubbed in sound. Roma 
distributors must have had it on the 











Miscellaneous Releases 


Aces and Eights (Syndicate). Tim McCoy as a benign mag) Tim McCoy, 
Luana Walters. Dir. Sam Newfield 62 mins. Rev. Aug. 1 

Caryl of the Mountains (Marcy). Western. F. X. Bushman, I. Lola Wild, 
Rin-Tin-Tin. Dir. Bernard B. Ray. 6i mins. Rev. Sept. 30 


Cavalcade of the West Seed. Western. Hoot Gibson. Dir. Harry Frazer. 
G men in aoe. 


0 mins. Rev. Sept ‘ 
Tim McCoy. Dir. Sam Newfield. 58 
mins. Rel. Aug. 3. Rev. Sept 


Ghost Patrol (Puritan). 

Last of the Warrens. Western. Bop. Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 59 mins. 
Rel. May 10. Rev. July 8. 

Lion’s Den, The (Puritan). East-West story. Tim egg § Jean Woodbury. Dir. 
Sam Newtield. 60 mins. Rel. July 6. Rev. Sept. 

Men of the Plains en nn Western. Rex Bell, Sean Dir. Robt. Hill. 
65 mins. Rev. Sept. 30 


oe Se (Puritan). Prize ring story. Eddie Nugent, Lucille Lund. Dir. 


67 mins. Rev. Sept. 2 


Riding Avenger (Division). Western. Hoot Gibson, Ruth Mix. Dir. Harry 
Fraser. 60 mins. Rev. July 15. 

Song of China, The (McLean). All Chinese cast and production. Dir. Lo Ming- 
Yau. 60 mins. Rev. Nov. 11. 

Traitor, The (Puritan). Modern day western. Tim McCoy, Frances Grant. 
Dir. Sy Neufeld. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 29. Rev. Nov. 4 


Trails of the Wild (Syndicate). 


Kermit Maynard western. Dir. Sam Newfield. 
58 mins. Rev. Dec. 16. 


Foreign Language Films 


(Most of these available with English titles) 


Abyssinia (Russ) (Amkino). War record. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Alla en Rancho Grande (Sp). Mexican musical. Tito Guizar. 
de Fuentes. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2. 


Rev. Dec. 16. 
Dir. Fernando 


Amo Te Sola (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Love under handicap. Dir. Mario Mat- 
tioti. 75 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 22. 

Amour de Toni, Les (Fr) (Metropolis). Heavy drama. Dir. Jean Renoir. 80 
mins. Rel Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Anna (Russ) (Amkino). Love and intrigue on the steppes. Dir. Piriev. 060 
mins Rel. July 1. Rev. July 22. 

Anna und Elisabeth (Ger) (Casino) Heavy drama. Hertha Thiele, Dorothea 
Wiecke. Dir. Frank Wysbar. 70 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. July 1. 

Asi Es La Mujer (Sp). Frothy romance. Dir. Jose Bohr. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Az Uj) Foeldeser (Hung). Semi-historical drama. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 15. 


Baratsagos Arcot Rerek {Hung) (Danubia).Romantic farce. Szoke Szakall. 170 
1. 


mins. Rel. Oct. 





Barbier de Seville, Le (Fr) (Franco) Rossini’s opera. Andre Bauge. Dir. 
Jean Kemm- 80 mins. Rel. Sept 

Barcarole (Ufa) (Ger). Offenbach’s opcra. Gustav Froehlich. Dir. Eric 
Neusser. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 21. 


Befehl ist Befehl ye goed. Army farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. A. Elling. 
ov 





—— 


70 mins. Rel 


spina Xe Der (Ger) ‘oa: er gg ot Marikka Rokk. Dir. Georg 


y. 75 mins. Rel. Dec Rev 
Birobidjian (Russ) (Amkino). Life in Soviet’s Jewish colony. Dir. V. Korscn- 
Sab! 84 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21 


a 
Bolek and Lolek (Pol). 
Rev. Dec. 16. 


Calandria, La 
Rel. Oc 


Musical comedy. Dir. J. Rosen. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. } 


Romance of a singer. Dir. Fernando de Fuertes. 


(Sp). 60 mins, 
&. & 


Calvario de Una Esposa, El (Sp). 
70 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


Campo Di Maggio (It) (New World). Story by eg about Napoleon. Dir, 
G. Forzano 100 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev Sept. 1 


Capello a Tre Punte, Il (It) (New World). farce. 
mins. Rel Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 30. 


Ciboulette (Fr) (Franco). Operetta. Dir. Claude Lara. 


Cieca di Sorrento, La (It) (Nuovo Mondo). From Mastriani’s classic. Dir, 
Nunzio Malasomma. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Aug. 5. 


Conte, Sede (Sp). Mexican made romance. Dir. R. O’Quigley. 8C€ mins. Rel. 
ov. 1. 


Mexican sentimental drama. Dir. Juan Oro), 


oa Mario Camerini. 70 


60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15, 


Drei Blaue Jungs (Ger) (Casino). 
Rel. Dec. 15. 

Edes Mostoha (Hung) (Danubia). 
Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec, 16. 

Ein Auto und Kein Geld (Ger) (Germania). 


Nazi naval life. Dir. Carl Boese. 70 mins. 


Kid’s yarn. Dir. Bela Balogh. 95 mins, 


Musical farce. Dir. J. Fleck. 85 


mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Aug. 12 
Ein Lied, Ein Kuss, Ein Maedel (Ger) (Germania). Cinderella again, with 
music. Gustav Froehlich, Martha Eggerth. Dir, Geza von Bolvary. 98 


mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 


Eine Frau die Weist Was Sie Will (Ger) (Casino). From Oscar Strauss’ operetta. 


Lil Dagover. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 82 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 22 
Ember a Hid Alatt (Hung) (Danubia). Heavy drama. Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 75 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2. 


Fahrt in die Jugend, vr (Ger) (Casino). Farce comedy. Dir. Carl Boese. 80 


mins. Rel. Sept 


Fiat Voluntas Dei (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Talky comedy. Angelo Musco. Dir. 
Amleto Palermi. 80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 15. 
Friesennot (Ger). Nazi propaganda. Dir. Werner Kortwich. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 

Ganze Welt Dreht Sich um Liebe, Die (Ger). 
Susa. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Gesuzza La Sposa Garibaldina (It). 
mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 

Glueckspilze (Ger) (Casino). 
80 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Grenzfeuer (Ger) (Zwicker). Intrigue in the Alps. 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Gypsies (Russ) (Amkino). Saga of collective farms. Dir. Evgeni Schneider, M. 
Goldblatt. 85 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 5. 

Harom Sarkany (Hung) (Danubia). Romance of coilegiates. 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 
Heisses Blut (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic drama. 

Jacoby. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 
Heroes del Barrio, Les (Sp). Kids do some acting. Dir. Armando Vidal. 80 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 
Ich Sehne Mich Nach Dir (Ger) (Casino). 
Camilla Horn. 90 mins. Dir. 
Sept. 16 
(Sp). 


La Mala 
3 F 
Ist Main Mann Nicht Fabelhaft (Ger). Domestic comic complications. 
Georg Jacoby. 76 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 9. 
Junge Graff, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Light comedy with music. 
Karl Lamac. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 
Kakos Dromos, O (Gr). Heavy drama. 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 
Kampf, Der (Russ) (Amkino). German-language story of Hitler cruelties. Dir. 
Gustav Wangenheim. 86 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16. 
Kermesse Heroique, La (Fr) (Tobis). Comedy spec. Dir. Jacques Feyder. §5 


102 mins. Rel. 


Mystery-romance. Charlotte 


Italian Joan of Arc. 
Nov. 18 


Drama of adolescence. 


Dir. A. Blassetti. 75 
Dir. Robert A. Stemmile. 
Dir. Hans Beck-Gaden. 8&5 


Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 


Marikka Roekk. Dir. Georg 


Backstage operatics. 


Louis Graveure, 
Johannes Riemann. Rel. 


Sept. 1. Rev. 


Marital mixups. Dir. Rafael Sevilla. 80 


mins. Rel. 
Dir. 


Anny Ondra. Dir. 


mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 30. 
Koenigwalzer (Ger) (Ufa). Operetta. Willi Forst. Dir. Herbert Maisch. 80 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 11 


Lacrimme e Sorrisi (It) (DuWorld). Martial mixups. Dir. Raffaello Matarazzo, 


57 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 
La Paloma (Ger) (Casino). Musical. Chas. Kullman, Leo Slezak. Dir. Karl 
Heinz Martin. 85 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 
Legy Jo Mindhalalig (Hung) (Danubia). Life ina children’s school. Dir. Istvan 
Szekely. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 
Letzte Rose (Ger) (Casino). Operetta based on ‘Martha.’ Dir. Karl Anton. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Liebesleute (Ger) (Tobis). Drama of modern life. Renate Mueller, Gustav 
Froehlich. Dir. Eric Waschneck. 95 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7. 
Liebesroman im Hause Hapsburg (Ger) (Casino). Historical item. Dir. Willl 

Wolff. 81 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 21. 
Lied Geht um Die Welt (Ger) (Tobis). Musical. Joseph Schmidt. Dir. Rich- 


ard Oswald. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 30. 

Luci Sommerse (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Raffles lives again. Dir. Adelqui Miiuar. 
72 mins. Rel, June 15. Rev. July 1. 

Madres del Mundo (Sp). Romance, made ig Mexico. 
mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 

Manewry Milosne (Polish). 70 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 

Mater Nostra (Sp) (paettonn drama). Dir. Gabriel Sora. 70 mins. Rel. 


Rev. Sept. 


Dir. Rinaldo Aguilar. 80 
, Panera: Dir. J. Nowina-Przyby]lski. 


Sept. 1. 


Mein Liebster ist Ein Jaegermann (Ger) (Casino). Old-fashioned farce. Leo 
Slezak. Dir. Walter Kolm. 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16. _ 

Meseauto (Hung) (Danubia). Cinderella in Budapest. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. : : 

Miserables, Les (Fr) (Franco-American). Hugo’s classic. Harry Baur. Dir. 


Raymond Bernard. 162 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4. 

Mueder Theodor, Der (Ger). Backstage farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. Yon V. Hare 
lan. ‘® mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 

Mujer del Puerto, La (Sp).Life in Mexico. Dir. Arcady Boytler. 70 mins. Rel. 


Aug. 15. 

poraeeee py | (Sp). Melodramatic love story. Dir. Ramon Peon. 90 mins. 
el. ec. ° 

Mutiger Seefahrer, Der (Ger) (Casino). 


Heavy farce. Dir. Hans Deppe. 90 


mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Mysteries of Notre Dame (Fr) (DuWorld). Probably best described as a 
travelogue. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4 

Natalka Poltavka (Russ) (Amkino). Ukrainian musical. Dir. E. Kavaleridze. 
75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 


Ne Sirj Edesanyam (Hung) (Danubia). Faith-healing at ae Lourdes Shrine. 
Dir. Bela Balogh. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 
Nightingale (Russ) (Amkino). First Moscow color-film, Dit. Nikolai Ekk. 95 


mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 11. 
Pa Solsidan (Sw) (Scandinavian). Romance. Lars Hanson. Dir. Gustaf Mo- 
lander. 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 1 


Passaporto Rosso (It) (New World). It’s a hard life. Isa Miranda. Dir. Guide 
rignone. 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 9. 

Porteuse de Pain, La (Fr) ee Weepy meller. Dir. Rene Sti. 
Rel. July 1. Rev. July 8 

Prince Jean, Le (Fr) (20th). 
guenot. 90 mins. Rel. 

Privatsekretaerin Heiratet (Ger) 
Haas. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

Rakoczi March (Hung) (Danubia). 


74 mins. 


proval intrigue. Natalie Paley. Dir. Jean de Mar- 
1. Rev. Dec. 16. 

(Zwicker). Romance in farce time. Dolly 

Rev. Dec. 9. 

Dir. Steven Szekely. 82 


eae drama. 


mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 

Revolutionists (Russ) (Amkino). History of early communist regime. 100 mins, 
Dir. Vera Stroyeva. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

me ay he, (Ufa). Drama. Lil Dagover. 100 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
ev. Sep 

Schuesterne Casanova, Der .(Ger) (Casino). Romantic comedy. Dir. Carl 
Lamac. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 


Serpente a Sonagli (It) (Nuovo Mondo). 
Matarazzo. 85 mins. Rel. Au 
She-Devil Island Hy (FD). 


Murder in a girl’s school. Dir. Rafaelo 
g. 15. Rev. Aug. 19. 
Mexican-made drama. Dir. Raphael Sevilla. 65 


mins. Rel. 15. Rev. Aug. 16. 
Slalom (Aust) (DuWorld). Life and love in the Alps. Dir. Arnold Fanck. 67 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 23. 


Soderkakar (Sw) (Scandinavian). Musical. Edward Person. -Dir. Weyler Hilde- 
brand. 80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 23. 

Soldaten Karemaden (Ger) ae saa Teutonic propaganda. 
pertz. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 

Song of China (Chinese) Re A sh in the Orient. 


Dir. Turn Hup- 


Dir. Lo Ming-Yau. 
60 mins. Rel. Nov Rev. Nov ‘ 
Son of Mongolia (Russ) (Amkino). Propaganda of the Mongolian sector. Dir. 
I. Trauberg. 105 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25. ; 
Stutzen der Gesellschaft (Ger) (Ufa). Ibsen’s oldie in a new version. Dir. 
Detlef Sierck. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. s 
Traumulus (Ger) (Tobis). Heavy drama. Emil Jannings. Dir. Carl Froehlich. 
105 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 23 ; ; 
Ungdom Av I Dag (Sw) (Par). Domestic comedy. Anne-Marie Brunius. Dir. 
P. A. Branner. 83 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. July 1. 
U.S.S.R. Newsreel (Russ) (Amkino). Late news events spiced into feature. 87 


‘mins Rel. June 15. Rev. July 8 

Varan Pojke (Sw) (Scandinavian). Romance. Edvard Person. Dir. Arne 
Bornebusch. 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Verlorene Tal, Das (Ger) (Casino). Love in the mountains. Dir. Edmund Heu- 
berger. 100 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. July 1. 


Wackere Schustermeister (Ger) (Germania). 
mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 15 
Waldwinter (Ger) (Ufa). Love in the Silesian forests. 

mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 
Walzer fuer Dich. Ein (Ger) (Casino). 


Dir. Carl Heinz Wolff. 90 
Dir. Fritz Buch. 9% 


Farce. 


Musical fantasy. Louis Graveure, Ca- 


milla Horn. Dir. Georg Zoch. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 7. 
Weiberregiment (Ger) (Ufa) sere comedy. Dir. Karl Ritter. 90 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 16. 


Wenn Der Hahn Kraeht (Ger) (Casino). 
lich. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 
Yellow Cruise (Fr) (Tapernoux). Travelogue, 

Poirier. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 


Comedy romance. Dir. Car) Froeh- 


portly in English. Dir. Leon 
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Collier’s Settles on Plagiarism 


Suit brought by Robert Winsmore 
against Collier’s for infringement of 
copyright was recently settled out of 
court on the day scheduled for the 
trial by payment of a substantial 
sum to Winsmore by the defendant. 
Action grew out of a complaint 
made by Winsmore to the Authors’ 
Guild Council stating that his story, 
‘Almost Reilly,’ published in the Sat- 
urday Evening Post Nov. 21, 1931, 
had been infringed in a story by Ed- 
ward Gardner, Jr., in Collier’s of 
June 3, 1933, called ‘On a Lady’s 
Advice.’ 

Authors’ Guild Council appointed 
a committee which unanimously re- 
ported it to be a genuine case of 
plagiarism and attempted to arrange 
an amicable settlement with Col- 
lier’s. Editors first said they didn’t 
feel story was a lift, and as a result 
suit was filed by Winsmore. Motion 
of the defendants for dismissal was 
denied by Federal Judge William 
Bondy, and a settlement negotiated 
the day the case was to have been 
tried. 





Boston Transcript for Guild Truce 


Boston Transcript last week 
reached a temporary agreement with 
the Newspaper Guild unit of that 
paper establishing minimum wages 
and hours. Negotiations with Wil- 
liam Hines, publisher, had been 
going on for some time and the 
agreement follows a vote by the 
unit last month authorizing a strike. 

Agreement, which expires Oct. 1, 
recognizes ‘as fair’ the scale estab- 
lished by the Herald-Traveller, $45 
minimum for experienced men, and 
this will be instituted as soon as 
possible. It establishes a grievance 
committee composed of members of 
the Transcript unit of the Guild, 
grants overtime wages, and dismis- 
sal pay. Disputed dismissals are to 
be arbitrated by the Mass. State Bd. 
of Arbitration and Conciliation. 

Grievance committee members will 
be Ed Allen, president of the News- 
paper Guild of Boston; George 
Neary, president of the Transcript 
Guild unit, and Harland Ratcliffe of 
the Transcript. 





Sues Hearst on Contest 

In a suit filed in Federal Court, 
Spokane, Wash., last week, Elizabeth 
S. Denzel seeks $1,000 a year for the 
past three years, with interest, from 
The American Weekly, Hearst Sun- 
day magazine section, plus $1,000 a 
year for 19.49 years to come, her 
computed average life. 

Miss Denzel claims she submitted 
the slogan ‘A Nation’s Reading 
Habit’ in a contest in 1933, which 
was won by an eastern man’s entry, 
‘The Nation’s Reading Habit,’ and 
that her slogan was fraudulently 
withdrawn to keep it from final con- 
sideration with the winner’s. Prize 
was an annuity of $1,000 a year for 
life. 





Chi Newsmen Switch 
Number of important changes 
made in Chicago newspaver staffs, 
with The Chicago Daily Times los- 
ing two top-notch men, Ray Bar- 
clay, star photog, who went to the 
Herald Examiner. and Charles 
O'Riley, special story man, who 
joined the Daily News staff. 
Other changes include those of 
Mike Fish, who advances from chief 
photographer of the Times to city 
editor of the paper; Al Rose, city 
editor of the Times, now in charge 
of special events; Bob I.ee, in as 
managing editor of the Tribune, and 
Charles Cleft, who has left his post 
as assistant day city editor of the 
Herald and Examiner. 





Coast Scotch Treaters 

Tenth weekly luncheon has just 
signalized permanency of the Scotch 
Treat Club, luncheon outfit of the 
Authors’ Club in Hollywood. Spon- 
sored by Irvin S. Cobb and Gene 
Lockhart, with Mark Larkin doing 
the plugging on the contact end, club 
1S a carryover of the Broadway 
Dutch Treat into the film colony. 

Unpublicized Wednesday luncheons 
set the members back 75c. each and 
8ive them a chance to foregather 
away from studio atmosphere. Harry 
Hershfield, Rupert Hughes, Charlie 
Irwin, and others are among regular 
attendees, with all visiting celebs 
rung in for good measure. 





Berger’s L. A. Move 
Jack Berger, city editor of the 
Los Angeles Times, has moved into 
the ce. job for the Hearstian Ex- 
aminer, succeeding Harry Morgan, 
who becomes day managing editor. 
Guy Stafford takes Berger's spot at 
the Times. 
Ray T. Van Ettisch, ill for some 
time, has returned to the Examiner 
im @ supervisory capacity, with W. 
WwW. Woolard, who subbed for him, re- 
maining as managing editor. 








Record 





Past year sets a record in the 
book publishing business, with 
more new books appearing in 
1936 than in any other previous 
year. 

Annual survey by. Publisher’s 
Weekly discloses 8,584 new 
books as against 6,914 in 1935, 
and a previous peak of 8,506 in 
1931. 











Runyon Or Hill? 

Both Edwin C. Hill. and Damon 
Runyon are apparently being 
groomed for Brisbane’s position on 
the front pages of Hearst news- 
papers, with Hill believed to have 
an edge because of his radio broad- 
casts. 

Hill is a one-time N. Y. Sun re- 
porter and former story editor for 
Fox. After eight years in Holly- 
wood he returned to the N. Y. Sun 
and then joined Hearst. 

Runyon, sports writer and special 
reporter, last week began writing a 
daily double column titled ‘As I See 
It’ for the N. Y. American and King 
Features. Switch in title from his 
sports column caused talk to the 
effect that he would take over Bris- 
bane’s spot, but Hearst execs deny 
this. 





James Spearing Dies 

James O. Spearing, 49, automobile 
editor of the New York Times and 
the first motion picture critic for 
that paper, died of pneumonia on 
Jan. 9 at his home in New York. He 
had been with the Times for 23 
years, but left twice at intervals to 
do picture work in Hollywood. 

From 1923 to 1926 he was with 
Universal Pictures, writing scenarios 
and adapting short stories and nov- 
els for the screen. Later he went to 
Paramount. In 1932 he secured a 
year’s leave of absence from the 
Times to go to Singapore and assist 
in filming ‘Devil Tiger,’ for which 
he had written the script. 





Hellinger’s New ‘Hunches’ 
Mark Hellinger will resume writ- 
ing a daily column for the N. Y. 
Daily Mirror next Monday (18). New 
tag will be titled ‘Hellinger’s 
Hunches,’ to appear four times a 
week. The other two days he will 
continue to write his short stories. 
Hellinger formerly wrote a daily 
column for the Mirror, but this was 
reduced to three columns a week, at 
his own request, and he has been 
on this schedule during the past 
year. Hellinger is now in Florida 
on vacation, but returns to N. Y. 
shortly. He also does a special Sun- 

day feature page which continues. 





Leok Upsets Metro 
First issue of Look, Des Moines 
pictorial mag, caused the Metro 
studio some headaches. Several 
pages were devoted to Joan Craw- 
ford, including a picture taken 
13 years ago when she apparently 
weighed more than she does now. 
Other photos are of same vein. 
Tom Baily, Metro studio publicity 
man, went to Des Moines, although 
claiming that the mag situation had 
nothing to do with the trek. How- 
ever, current issue has a page ad 
promising same stuff on Greta Garbo 
in the next issue. Hays office is re- 
ported to be investigating. 





Craig Upped in Wash. 

Don Craig, for three years drama 
critic for Washington Daily News, 
Scripps-Howard sheet, has _ been 
upped to paper's Capitol Hill staff, 
effective this week. Craig, who did 
radio on same rag for two years pre- 
ceding taking over theatre end, will 
be supplanted in critic’s berth by 
Katherine Hillyer, formerly straight 
reporter. 

Switch is second break in Wash- 
ington critics’ line-up this winter, 
Eddie Melcher, Star drama ed, hav- 
ing resigned to go with MGM 
scenario department. Jay Carmody 
took over in November. 





George Shedd Dead in L. A. 

George Clifford Shedd, 59, author, 
died in Los Angeles Jan. 8. Born at 
Ashland, Neb., Shedd began writing 
after graduation from the University 
of Nebraska. 

Among his works were ‘Minia- 
tures,’ ‘Princess of Forge,’ ‘The In- 
corrigible Dukane’ and ‘The Isle of 
Strife.’ 





Edmund Noble Dies 

Edmund Noble, author, journalist 
and commentator on foreign affairs, 
died in Malden, Mass., on Jan. 8, on 
his 84th birthday. One of his ar- 
ticles, published in 1905 in The 
Monist, a philosophical magazine, 
anticipated deductions made from 
Einstein’s theory on the relation of 
time and space on matter. 


Switching Around In Spain 

U. S. state depariment’s official 
ruling on foreign passports ‘not 
valid in Spain’ was cued weeks ago 
by the N. Y. newspapers ordering 
their foreign correspondents out of 
Madrid. These war correspondents 
now covering the loyalist front are 
doing so at their own insistence. That 
goes particularly for Herbert L. Mat- 
thews, N. Y. Times’ man in the 
Spanish capital, who succeeded Wil- 
liam P. Carney when the latter left 
Madrid, after covering for the Times 
right along. Matthews, however, in- 
sists on staying on. 





Best Sellers 





Best Sellers for the week end 


"Yang and Yin’ ($2.50) ........ éde 
‘Shining Scabbard’ ($2.75) ..... ove 
‘Sound of Running Feet’ ($2.50) ... 
‘Street of Fishing Cat’ ($2.50) 





Carney, who had _ been 
for the N. Y. Times until 


there 
about 


for a rest and to blow off some 


with himself. 
and will hook up on the other side of 
the fence, reporting the rebel ac- 
tivities for a while. 

Lester Ziffren, United Press bu- 
reaus head in Madrid for the past 


few years, finally got enough 
of the war situation there and 
scrammed to Paris for a_ rest. 


Five months of civil war and seven 
weeks of siege had unnerved him. 
This week, after catching his breath 
in the French capital, Ziffren goes 
on to London for conferences with 
U.P. officials on the future. 
Probably will take a vacation and 
then go back to work, but most likely 
not in Madrid. Few newsmen go 
back to work there, once they leave 
the spot, I°rgely due to the fact 
that when tney get out they do some 
talking or writing which is bound 
not to please the Spanish officials. 





Long to P.A. Pitt. Ball Team 

Dean of Pittsburgh’s sports-writers, 
James J. Long, present columnist for 
Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, is resign- 
ing his post shortly to become 
publicity director for Pittsburgh 
Baseball Club in National League. 
It’ll be the first time the Pirates have 
ever had a p.a., the team’s late prexy 
having been a firm disbeliever in 
this type of expense. 

Long has been writing sports 
locally for 40 years and is recog- 
nized nationally as a demon statis- 
tician. He was sports editor of old 
Sun until 1927, when Hearst merged 
it with Chronicle-Telegraph. Then 
he became featured columnist for 
new sheet. His contract with Sun- 
Tele still has several months to run, 
but that’s being amicably settled. 
He’ll take over his new post before 
Pirates depart for training camp 
next month. 





A. C.- Johnson Dead 








Arthur C. Johnson, 62, publisher 
of the Denver Daily Record-Stock- 
man, died Saturday (9) in a Denver 
hospital of pneumonia. He was war 
correspondent of the Denver News 
in Cuba during the Spanish war, 
later correspondent in the Orient for 
the N. Y. Sun, the Chicago Record, 
Manila American and Collier’s 
Weekly. In 1919 he purchased an 
interest in The Denver Record- 
Stockman. 

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Maude M,. Johnson, three daughters 
and a son. 


New Transcript Crick 

Redfern Mason, unsuccessful labor 
candidate for Mayor of San Fran- 
cisco last year, was appointed music 
critic of the Boston Evening Tran- 
script this week, succeeding Moses 
Smith, who will assist on a part-time 
basis. 
If the Transcript’s present eco- 
nomical policy persists, Mason will 
get little assistance from anyone. 
Since Mordaunt Hall came in as 
drama and film critic of the paper, a 
few months ago, he has been doing 
all the leg work himself, taking the 
films and plays in turn. 





Henry Funk Dies 

Henry S. Funk, 92, publisher and 
banker, died Jan. 2, of infirmities 
due to old age, at his home in 
Springtown, Bucks county, Pa. 

He established the Springtown 
Times in 1885, helped organize the 
Euterpean Orchestra, which played 
in Springtown for many years, and 
was leader in various business en- 
terprises, besides serving two terms 
in the State Legislature and being 
postmaster during Garfield and Har- 
rison administrations. 





Al Richardson with AP 


Al Richardson, former m.e. of 
Newsviews, Columbia, S. C., mag 
which folded recently, has been 


made Sunday editor of the Atlanta 
AP bureau. 

Post is new in the AP setup and 
Richardson is slated to do feature 
work exclusively. He was formerly 
connected with Hearst’s Georgian- 





American. 


six weeks ago, then going to Paris} 


steam, is in New York catching up | 
Goes back next month | 


‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) 
‘The Bible’ ($3.75) 


@eeeserssrenseve 


‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50)... 
‘Man the Unknown’ ($3.50) 





American News Co., Inc, 

Fiction 
‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00)........ seseesse- BY Margaret Mitchell 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50). .....see00.-- 


Non-Fiction 
‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50) By Doctor Victor G. Heiser 


ei vivcaktakw ec tereren By Dale Carnegie 
‘Flowering of New England’ ($4.00).......... By Van Wyck Brooks 


HECRKCC oe Wh REASD OR‘LES By Alexis Carrell 


ing Jan. 9, as reported by the 


.By W. D. Edmonds 
Re i ie eget RUGS 2. BonunTt 
cdikeccoese. BY R. C.: Hutchinson 
aise ees By Josephine Lawrence 
Pctew cheer besigs « By Jolan Foldes 


ere By Ernest Sutherland Bates 


bilniet wooccescca cee Mariors Hillis 





Publishing Old Plays | 

Scripts of nearly 100 produced, but 

| hitherto unpublished, American | 
| plays, covering the period from the 
| Revolution to 1900, will be available | 
| shortly as the result of a project be- 
gun last year by Barrett H. Clark of | 
the Authors’ League. Funds for pub- 
lishing are being supplied by an 


Division of the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion, with the Authors’ League spon- 
soring and handling the funds. 

Survey of the field was completed 
in September with the assistance of 
Professors Arthur H. Quinn, Allar- 
dyce Nicoll, Garrett H. Leverton, 
Glenn Hughes, Napier Wilt, and E. 
C. Mabie. 

Dramatists who will be _ repre- 
sented are Royall Tyler, William 
Dunlap, John Howard Payne, Rob- 
ert Montgomery Bird, Richard Penn 
Smith, Dion Boucicault, Augustin 
Daly, Bronson Howard, James A. 
Herne, George H. Boker, Steele Mac- 
Kaye, Bartley Campbell, Henry C. 
de Mille, Mark Twain, David Belasco, 
Charles Hoyt, Augustus Thomas, 
George C. Hazelton, Langdon Mit- 
echell, Lester Wallack, and William 
C. de Mille. 

There is still room for a few more 
plays and the Authors’ League is 
anxious to contact anyone knowing 
of such unpublished scripts. Venture 
is on a non-profit basis. 





Book on Fair Biz 

George Jackson, secretary of the 
Nebraska State Fair for more than 
a decade, has written a history of 
the fair and exposition biz which is 
due off the press on Feb. 1. Price 
will be $2.50, he says. 

Jackson, ousted from the fair of- 
fice when the depresh set in, has 
spent the last three years in re- 
search. Book runs over the period 
rom the first fair to the present. 
Gives dates, details of attendance, 
type of shows and outstanding at- 
tractions, and financial success of all 
big expos. 





McIntyre’s $25,000 Tilt 

O. O. MclIntyre’s new three-year 
contract with the McNaught syndi- 
cate guarantees him a $25,000 yearly 
increase, against the usual syndica- 
tion divvy. 

McIntyre is the> 
daily newspaper ist now with 
over 400 papers. Late Arthur Bris- 
bane had 200 dailies, but some 500 
once-a-weekers in weekly publica- 
tions, thus giving him more papers in 
toto, ‘ 


>. 1 syndicated 





Flash in Rochester 


gle in Rochester, N. Y., using simi- 
lar paper and typography. Harold 


listed as operating officials and Paul 
Benton, former associate editor of 
the Times-Union, as editor. Indi- 
cated policy is to rattle skeletons 
and dish up embarrassing inside 
stuff. 


counts for overemphasis 
news and sin. 


of crime 





Norris Huse Dies 

Norris Huse, 54, executive assistant 
to Kent Cooper, general manager of 
the Associated Press, died on Jan. 7 
in the New York Hospital after a 
prolonged illness. Funeral was held 
on Jan. 9. 

Before becoming executive as- 
editor in chai ge of the photo service, 
having previously organized the 
photo service and the photo wire 
service. 





Real America Again 

Title of Real America has been 
purchased by Magna Publications, 
Inc., and first issue of the revived 
mag is just out. Editor is 
A. L. (Red) Kirby. Former editor, 
Edwin Baird, contributes a column 
called ‘Baird’s Bazaar.’ 





Sells for 25c. and carries no ads. 


/ 





$8,800 grant from the Humanities | 


Dingman and Anthony J. Ritz are | 


Bugle quit when indicted on 26) 


sistant to Cooper, he was executive | 





CHATTER 

Dorothy Speare in N. Y. for six 
weeks. 

Ford Madox Fora in 
Europe. 

Lillian Hellman’s play, 
Come,’ out Feb. 8. 

Albert A. Woldman will go on a 
lecture tour in Feb. 

V. F. Calverton leaves N. Y. next 
week on a lecture tour. 

Hector Bolitho finishing a book on 
King Edward VIII, due out in the 
early spring. 

Roy Roberts, managing editor of 
the Kansas City Star, ogling studios 
in Hollywood. 

Critchell Rimington, editorial 
director of Dodge Publishing Co., 
resigned Jan. 1. 

Carl Zigrosser, art critic and 
dealer, author of ‘Fine Prints, Old 
and New,’ out this month. 

Frances Gunther, wife of John 
Gunther, sold her first short story to 
Story mag’s January issue. 

Hendrik Willem Van Loon to lec- 
ture at the Brooklyn Institute Jan. 
21. Talk deals with “The Arts on the 
Air.’ 

Loire Brophy, author of ‘If Women 
Must Work,’ starts a weekly job 
clinic for the Herald Trib. tonight 
(13). 

C. E. K. Mees, director of Research 
for Eastman Kodak, has written a 
book titled ‘Photography’ covering 
the history of pictures. 

Random House is offering a grand 
piano for the best letter on the book 
‘Story of Tchaikowsky and Nadejda 
von Meck,’ appearing Feb. 1. 

New partners taken into the firm 
at Ginn & Co. are Edward K. Robin- 
son, Frederick A. Rice, Wallace S. 
Girling, and James C. Ambler. 

Virginia Barrows Mussey now 
owner and manager of Barrows 
Mussey, Inc. June Mussey, her hus- 
band, moves over tc Dodge Publish- 
ing as editor. 

Jack Wagner, former radio editor 
of the St. Paul Daily News, goes to 
work Friday (15) as public relations 
rep for the new Minnesota Social 
Security Board. 

Thomas Lothian, publisher’s repre- 
sentative from Melbourne, visiting 
N. Y. and will stop over in Boston 
and Chicago. He sails for Australia 
from Vancouver on Feb. 16. 

Barry Benefield, author of ‘Valiant 
Is The Word for Carrie,’ and asso- 
ciate editor of Reynal & Hitch- 
cock, taking an extended leave of 
absence to write a new novel. 

Eric Hamilton, physician at the Re- 
public studio on the Coast, cracked 
American Mag with a yarn relating 
his medical experiences through 
years of emergency work on picture 


N. Y. from 


‘Days to 











Flash, new weekly, replaces Bu- | entioms. 


| Scranton (Pa.) Republican, oldest 
| daily published in that city, has 
| changed its name to The Scranton 
Tribune, that of one of the papers 
with which it was merged more than 
20 years ago. 

Isobel Stuart, Paramount studio 
script girl, sold an article describing 
her work to Collier’s. Mag sent a 
lenser to the Coast to photog the girl 
She has been on the 





| at her labors. 
lot eight years. - 


De Hirsh Margules, N. Y. police 
reporter, has an exhibition of 40 
| water colors at the Artists Gallery. 
| Maria Sermalino, m.e. of Delinea- 
tor, back from a two weeks skiing 
trip in Vermont. 


William B. Corrigan, secretary of 
| William Morrow and Co. and for 10 
| years sales representative for that 
firm in the middle west, has re- 
signed. He will establish an adult 
camp in Vermont. 


Dermott Quinn, descendant of one 
of Parnell’s associates, is in Holly- 
wood writing a series of articles for 
the Irish Independent from the set 
of Metro’s ‘Parnell,’ in which the 
actor has a part. 

William Brown Meloney’s first 
novel, ‘Rush to the Sun,’ has been 
placed with Farrar & Rinehart. 
Meloney, with Rose Franken and 
John Balderston. co-authored the 
screen play of ‘Beloved Enemy.’ 
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We'll say 
THE PLAINSMAN’ 


Already he's slaughtered Box-Office records ! 


LOOK / 


| DENVER, COL. “The Plainsman” opens to biggest gross in six years. 
| JOHNSTOWN, OHIO...”’The Plainsman” smashes all 1936 records. 


i ALTOONA, PA...” The Plainsman” knocks spots off house record. 
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AKRON, OHIO .. ."The Plainsman” tops all time high. { 





i TOLEDO, OHIO...” The Plainsman” bangs above all 1936 records. 
/ SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF...The Plainsman” heads for new record. 
Hi MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. “The Plainsman” beats house record by 50%. 
1 KANSAS CITY, MO.. .“The Plainsman” biggest in 15 months. 

-_ | SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.”The Plainsman” biggest grosser in 8 months. 
| | t DULUTH, MINN... .” The Plainsman” tops record grosses. 





2 


i WILKES-BARRE, PA. “The Plainsman” has record Sunday opening. 
ii | | 

i | NEW ORLEANS, LA. . .""The Plainsman” does 2 weeks business in 1. 
| DETROIT, MICH. “The Plainsman” does 11, weeks business in 3 days. 











| | CECIL B. DEMILLE’S “THE PLAINSM! 
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And in every one of these 
cities “The Plainsman” 
did more than a week's 
business in 3 days! 


Atlanta, Georgia 
Houston, Texas 
Portland, Maine 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
Omaha, Neb. 
Sicuy Falls, lowa 
Boston, Mass. 
Worcester, Mass. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Miami, Fla. 

South Bend, Ind. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


e@and every mail brings 
the same story from 
other cities. 





ean Arthur 
irected by Cecil B. DeMille 
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B’dcasting Behind Pillar at Inaugural 


As CBS and NBC Ne 


— 


Worst pushing around that broad- 
casting has received to date from a 
Washington arrangements authority 
is the one that’s been handed the 
networks for the second inaugural 
ceremonies (20) of President Roose- 
velt. Largely responsible again for 
this situation is the cat-and-dog fight 
for preferred position which NBC 
and Columbia have engaged in be- 
fore every major public event since 
1932. 

Unlike the press correspondents 
av > newsreels which make all such 
contacts by committees appointed 
from within their respective ranks, 
NBC and Columbia insist on playing 
lone wolf in working out both ar- 
rangements. This method results in 
bitter wrangling and the arrange- 
ments authority, rather than incur 
the enmity of either network, gave 
them both poor placements, which 
on the whole isn’t flattering to the 
business of broadcasting. 


At the inaugural ceremonies of 
1928 broadcasting was stationed right 
up front on the Capitol platform, 
flanking the president and the news- 
paper correspondents. Following a 
quarrel between NBC and Columbia, 
radio in 1932 found itself pushed 
somewhat behind but still located on 
the fore section of the inaugural 
platform. At the coming ceremonies 
the NBC and Columbia booths will 
be located far to either side of the 
second platform with statues and pil- 
lars shutting off the view of mike 
commentators to what is taking place. 
Mutual and Intercity will have their 
booths somewhat to the rear of the 
same second platform, but with a 
slightly better view. 








Washington, Jan. 12. 
Biggest radio jamboree ever staged 
in the Nation’s Capital will take place 
Jan. 20 with inauguration of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and Vice-President 
Garner. 


Program managers and web offi- 





cials will festoon entire sity —yiih |” 
— ws ¥ 


hundreds.-$f--tiies of wire, install 
more than 100 microphones, and im- 
port highest-priced announcers in 
the biz to do the honors. All digni- 
taries appearing in the big show will 
be trailed with microphones from 
the moment of their arrival in Wash- 
ington; broadcasts will be made from 
airplanes, from glass-covered man- 
holes along the parade route, and 
from a caisson which will roll with 
the artillery, and President Roose- 
velt will be pursued by announcers 
and crews from the White House to 
the Capitol and back. 

NBC, CBS and Mutual already 
have begun elbowing each other for 
positions along Pennsylvania avenue, 
at the Inaugural stand and at the 
various reviewing stands. Scramble 
also is on for the privilege of pre- 
senting the screwiest ‘side-light’ 
broadcasts of the day. Webs are try- 
ing to outdo each other in every 
way possible and have ‘promised 
knob-twisters to deliver everything 
but the Prez in person, via the air- 
‘waves. 

Survey of various arrangements 
which have been completed for the 
shindig gives NBC top-place as a 
thinker-upper of novelties. Web also 
will start its bally earlier than the 
others, with a series of special in- 
augural programs, starting Jan. 18th, 
leading up to the main event. NBC 
and CBS will be on deck at Union 


tworks Cant Co-op 


Research Note 








Des Moines, Jan. 12. 

Laverne Herring, son of Gov. 
Clyde L. Herring, soon to be a 
U. S. senator, is back at Iowa 
Broadcasting system. 

He’s doing research work 
after acting as guard on trucks 
for the state liquor commission. 











City Hall Park, New York, and in 
eight Los Angeles public parks. 
Short broadcasts by the ‘person 
who has seen the most inaugurations,’ 
the ‘oldest person attending the in- 
auguration,’ etc., will be offered by 
Columbia. NBC is plotting talks by 
Senators and Congressmen which 
will be made over a micro-wave 
transmitter—‘a complete radio sta- 
tion in a man’s hat’—handled by 
Charlie Lyon. Another announcer, a 
member of the Army Reserve Corps, 
will ride with one of the crack ar- 
tillery regiments in the parade and 
still another will be installed under 
a specially-constructed glass man- 
hole cover, to describe his sensations 
when the cavalry gallops over his 
head. 

Well-known commentators 
will participate include: 

For CBS: Boake Carter, H. V. Kal- 
tenborn, Hugh Conrad and Bob 
Trout. 

For NBC: Henrik Van Loon, Stan- 
ley High, Graham McNamee, John 
B. Kennedy, Carleton Smith, George 
Hicks, Charles Lyon, Fred Shawn, 
Charles O’Connor, Gordon Hitten- 
mark, Nelson Case and Ben Grauer. 

Broadcasts will be given from the 
top of the Washington monument, 
the Capitol dome, airplanes, street 
corners and other points of vantage. 
Two NBC mobile units—radio sta- 
tions on wheels—will cruise city on 
the chance of picking up stray bits 
of information and will switch into 
line with the parade gs .it- swings 
past, _ ™ 
Plans of Mutual have not yet been 
completely formulated. 


NOT HIGH, NOT LOW, 
NOT DESE, NOT DOSE 


Kansas City, Jan. 12, 

Radio station WHB is getting out 
a style book for its announcers and 
continuity writers. Announcers will 
be instructed to nix all the 
broad ‘a’s’. 

Words which lend themselves so 
admirably to intelligentsia purring 
are to be adenoided in the same man- 
ner non-Webster addicts are wont 
to sputter ’em. But there will be no 
leaning over backwards to prove the 
station is not a stiff-backed purist 
as ‘dese’ and ‘dose’ are no go. 

It’s all for the glorification of the 
middle western twang. 


who 


a 











Williams to Benton & Bowles 
Herschel Williams has joined the 


radio department of Benton & 
Bowles. 
Williams was with J. Walter 


Thompson up to several months ago. 
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Guest List 











AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9—WJZ) 
Jan. 19—Anna Sten. 
A. & P. 
(Th. 8—-WABC) 
Jan. 14—Walter Huston. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 
Jan. 16—Evelyn Laye. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—WEAF) 
Yiochi Hiraoki. 
Embassy Boys. 
Merrill Lee. 
Jonathan Merrill. 


CADILLAC 
(Th. 4—WEAF) 
Jan. 14.—John Fredericks. 
CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—WABC) 
Jan. 15.—Carole Lombard, Fred 
MacMurray. 
Jan. 22—Victor McLaglen., 


FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 
Jan. 18—Richard Crooks. 


FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 
Jan. 17—John Chas. Thomas. 
Jan. 24.—Josef Hofmann. 
GENERAL .FOODS 
(Su. 7—WEAF) 
Jan. 17—Buck Jones. 
GENERAL MOTORS 
(Su. 10—WEAF) 
Jan. 17—Kirstin Thorburg. 
HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m—WABC) 

Jan. 13, 15, 18—John Erskine, Mrs. 
Siegfried Lindstrom, Mrs. Sidonia 
Gruenberg, Walter Hampden. 

KRAFT 
(Th. 10—WEAF) 

Jan. 14—Guiomar Novaes, Patricia 
Ellis, Edward E. Horton. 

Jan. 21—Rose Bampton. 

KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—WABC) 

Jan. 19—Cissie Loftus, 
Dreslin. 

LOCAL DEP’T STORE 
(Th. 9 a.m.—WOR) 

Jan. 14—Guy Lombardo, 

Pangborn. 


Dorothy 


Clyde 


LUX 
(Mon. 9—WABC) 
Jan. 18—Edward G. 
Beverly Roberts. 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—WEAF) 
Jan. 16—Ethel Merman, 


Robinson, 


Roland 


Young, Efrem Zimbalist, Bobby 
Dolan’s Orc. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—WABC) 
Jan. 16—Edith Lorand, Sophie 


Tucker. 
Jan. 23—Joseph Bentonelli, 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—WEAF) 


Jan. 14—Sheila Barrett, Walter 
O’Keefe, Edgar Bergen. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 
Jan. 17—Phila. Symph, Chas. 
O’Connel, George Copeland, Rene 
Maison. 


R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Th. 9:30—WABC) 
Jan. 19—Lee Wiley, Dr. Rockwell 
SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAP) 
Jan. 16—Cornelia Otis Skinner. 
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 
(Su. 3—WEAF) 
Jan. 17—Lois Bennett, Grace Pan- 
vini, Conrad Mayo. 
STUDEBAKER 
(Mon. 9:30—WEAF) 
Jan. 18—Not booked. 





Milton Berle's Hollywood Guests 








station to meet arriving big-wigs, on 
Inauguration day, and both systems 
have reserved space in every avail- 
able roof-top, stand, and tree leading 
to the Capitol steps. 

NBC will get up earlier on Inaug- 
uration day, starting its program 
over combined red and blue net- 
works at 7:30 ayem. CBS will fol- 
low at 8:30 and both webs will keep 
going until there isn’t anything more 
to talk about. 


Watch Your Pockets 


Safety of the crowd will be looked 
after with special broadcasts by 
Major Ernest W. Brown, Washington 
Superintendent of police, and many 
of the 1,000 policemen and private 
detectives coming from New York, 
Chicago, Cleveland and Boston for 
the event. Visitors will be told to 
watch their pocketbooks and warned 
of con games over NBC. Weather 
expert will comment over CBS chain, 
because of possible ‘interesting’ 
weather conditions in the first Jan- 
uary inauguration. CBS also will 
look out for crowds in New York and 


Charles Pritzker, Dan Seymour and ‘Com- 
munity Sing’ Troupe West 


on the Cuff 





WHO Hillbilly Group Due 
On West Coast in March 


Des Moines, Jan. 12. 

Al Clauser and his Oklahoma Out- 
laws, hillbilly group now on WHO 
Barn dance and other programs of 
that station, goes to Hollywood in 
March. Will participate in feature 
starring Gene Autry for Republic 
films. 

Irving Grossman, head of WHO 
artists bureau, will accompany the 
hillbilly brigade to Hollywood. 





DONNELL’S VOICE CHECK 


San Francisco, Jan, 12. 
Before returning to the air as a 
KYA newscaster, Darrell Donnell, 
radio editor of the San Francisco 
Examiner, will have doctors give his 
throat a thorough o. o. this week. 





Los Angeles, setting up public ad- 
dress systems at Times Square and 


Donnell’s voice has kept him away 
from microphones for about a year. 








Milton Berle will pay the fares to 
and from Hollywood and all expenses 
of everybody concerned with Gill- 
ette Razor’s ‘Community Sing’ pro- 
gram on CBS while he is making 
‘New Faces’ for RKO. Comic is do- 
ing the underwriting for not only 
the show’s troupe, producer and 
regular announcer, Dan Seymour, 
but for Charles M. Pritzker, the ac- 
count’s advertising manager. 


Berle expects to be tied up on the 
Coast from four to six weeks. Start- 
ing date of the film will be set as 
soon as its producer, Edward Small, 
has recovered from illness. 


In order to get Gillette’s consent 
for the western trek, Berle gave the 
account an additional two years’ op- 
tion on his air services. New deal 
starts him at $2,500 and graduates 
him to $5,000. Program's moving is 
figured to cost the comic $1,000 a 
week, 


© an ree 
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P. & G. Squawks on Listerine Progr 
As Lift on Personal Column of Air 





Buck Jones on Jello 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Buck Jones, the horse opera star, 
joins Jack Benny on Sunday broad- 
cast for Jello. May stay on for sev- 
eral weeks if script goes western. 
For some time the air funny man 
has been Jello-billing himself as 
Buck Benny. Hence the tie-up with 
the saddle Romeo. 


JUDGE UPSETS 
BAKER ANGLE 


Houston, Jan. 12. 

Power of congress to regulate 
broadcasting of U. S. originated pro- 
grams on foreign stations, where per- 
mission of the FCC was not obtained, 
has been upheld in a ruling by Fed- 
eral Judge T. M. Kennerly here. De- 
cision came after a demurrer was 
filed by Norman Baker, E. R. Hood 
and Roy Richardson, anent their in- 
dictment last April on charges of 
violation of the Communications Act. 

According to this indictment, the 
Baker-Hood-Richardson combo main- 
tained at Laredo, Tex., an apparatus 
for the manufacture of electrical re- 
cordings which were subsequently 
taken across the border to Nuevo 
Laredo, Mex., and broadcast from 
XENT. The broadcasts were ‘heard 
continuously in the United States,’ 
the indictment says. 

Defendants in their demurrer 
stated that the production of wax or 
delivery of same does not constitute 
one of the steps in interstate or for- 
eign commerce in violation of the 
act. Judge Kennerly replied: 

‘The production of a transcription 
is but the first step in sending a mes- 
sage in interstate or foreign com- 
merce. The second step is the de- 
livery of the record to a radio station 
in a foreign country. 

‘If the message was transmitted 
directly by radio or telephone from 
this country to a station in a foreign 
country and there broadcast back, 
little or no difficulty would be found 
in pronouncing it a message in for- 
eign commerce. 

‘Because the phonograph record or 
an electrical transcription is adopted 
as one of the steps in sending the 
message does not, in my opinion, 
change its character.’ 

Ruling leaves Baker-Hood-Richard- 
son facing trial on the indictment. 


WLW Show Spreads to NBC 


Cincinnati, Jan. 12. 

Starting Jan. 28 the Tums ‘Vocal 
Varieties’ stanza, on WLW for the 
past 17 weeks, spreads to the NBC 
basic red web. Expansion is due to 
success on Crosley’s 500,000 watter. 
Sponsor, Lewis Medical Co.. of St. 
Louis, represented by the Kastor 
agency, Chicago. Show, with William 
Stoess’ ork, the Smoothies, DeVore 
Sisters and a male octet, hits the air 
Tuesday and Thursday nights from 
7:15 to 7:30 EST. 

Beaumont’s 4-Way Cold Tablets 
will be the commercial tag for the 
WLW Jimmie James musical session 
starting Jan. 18 for Monday and Fri- 
day night quarter-hour sessions. Rex 
Griffith and Mary Paxton do the 
vocals, 


WSYR’s New Com’! Mer. 


Syracuse, Jan. 12. 

William T. Lane, for three years 
secretary to Mayor Rolland B. Mar- 
vin of Syracuse, is new commercial 
manager of radio station Harry 
Wilder’s WSYR. New title just 
created by the station. 

Lane is a former newspaper man, 
having covered legislature for the 
Syracuse Post-Standard for a num- 
ber of years. 

















Safer in Antarctic 
Cincinnati, Jan. 12. 

Guy Hutcheson, CBS engineer, 
now assigned to installation of 
equipment for power boost of 
WKRC, was forced between the 
sheets by flu last week. 

He was with Admiral Byrd’s 
Pole expedition, on which he 
suffered as much as a sneeze, 


South 


never 





vr 


Procter & Gamble has objected to 
a program which Listerine wants to 
put on NBC but the network still 


thinks that it can talk the soap mixer 
out of its position. Program for 
which Listerine has _ tentatively 
bought time on the blue, 10 to 10:30 
p. m. Monday, is tagged ‘Missing 
Persons.’ P & G claims the idea con- 
tained in the latter show is similar 
to the one in the ‘Personal Column’ 
series which it has been running on 
NBC for the past two months. 


Lambert & Feasley, agency on the 
Listerine account, doesn’t think that 
the two programs would be identi- 
fied as relatives, and NBC has ad- 
vised L & F to let the thing ride a 
while longer. The Listerine order 
for time was handed in the first 
week of December. 


Procter & Gamble rates as NBC's 
biggest customer, by a wide margin. 
Its expenditures for time is expected 
to go over $3,250,000 for 1937. 


EVEN ACTORS 
IN DARK ON 
WHODUNIT 


Buffalo, Jan. 12. 

A radio stunt new to Buffalo, al- 
though not elsewhere, begins on 
WBEN tonight (12). From 7:45 to 
8 o'clock a mystery dramatization, 
sans solution, will be presented. It’s 
H. A. Ripley’s ‘The Murder of Gra- 
ham Warwick.’ 


First listener to solve it and wire 
a solution will get $50 by return 
wire. Then at 10:45, same night, a 
fifteen-minute dramatization of the 
solution will be presented. Frontier 
Fuel Oil Corp. is sponsoring; will 
present a similar mystery every 
Tuesday. 


Presentation of the second episode 
means some quick casting and direc- 
tion by Edward Cullen, WBEN 
drama head, because no member of 
the cast is allowed to see the solu- 
tion until after the first episode has 
been presented. This, of course, to 
prevent leaks. 


CBS’ CONSTRUCTION 
DEPT. IS REVAMPED 


Construction & Building Operation 
Department of Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System, under G. Stanley Mc- 
Allister, was reorganized this week. 
Changes include bringing in of one 
outside construction engineer, who 
will be in charge of construction op- 
erations and several promotions from 
within the organization. 


George Lehman becomes super- 
visor in charge of theatre and out- 
side studio operations. Individual 
playhouse managers will act through 
him on schedules, personnel, trans- 
fers, requisitions, etc. Lehman will 
be quartered at 799 Seventh avenue 
and not in the home office. 


Fred A. Semmens will in the fu- 
ture handle all planning and draft- 
ing under construction operations 
head, C. R. Jacobs. Latter was for- 
merly with Johns-Manville Corp. 
Louis Teicher supervises the pass 
division assisted by Miss Clymer and 
Miss Quasbarth. Building operations, 
pertaining to the home office at 485 
Madison avenue, remains status quo, 
with Thomas Ryan in charge. The- 
atre managers for the four CBS 
playhouses, and yet to be assigned to 
their permanent locations, are Ar- 
thur La Tour, Robert Simpson, Jack 
Page and John Wallum. 


Death Splits Clara, Lu, Em 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 
Mrs. Howard Berolzheimer (‘Lu’ of 
Clara, Lu ’n’ Em) died Jan. 8 in 
the Evanston Hospital of pneumonia. 
At the same time considerable con- 
cern was felt for Mrs. John Mayo 
Mitchess (‘Em’ of the same team), 























who was reported very ill with in- 
fluenza at her home in Evanston, Hl. 
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Radio Gab on Upbeat 





‘current sports topics’). 





NBC trade press blurbing division has issued a piece anent a new 
program classification called ‘dialogue.’ This category was apparently 
created to take care of such programs as ‘We, the People,’ sidewalk 
interviews, etc., after this type of audience-broadcasting-to-the-audi- 
ence show began consuming around 4% of all sponsored hours. 
Previously such stanzas were lumped under 
separately billed, marking only the second time in six years that 
NBC has changed its program tabulating mathematics. 
bust-up was when ‘current news’ was split into ‘current news’ and 


‘talks.’ Now they’re 


(Previous 








BOB BARRETT 
HEADS WOR 
CHI OFFICE 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 

Bob Barrett, radio time buyer 
for the Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency here, has resigned from the 
agency to become general manager 
of the new Chicago sales offices for 
WOR, Newark. Deal, closed last 
week, following considerable con- 
fabs between Barrett and Ted Strei- 
bert of WOR is binding for two 
years, 

Barrett’s departure from_ the 
B-S-H organization, which is of a 
completely friendly nature, takes ef- 
fect on Jan. 23, with Barrett going 
into New York for about 10 days for 
a general talk-over on WOR situa- 
tion and policies. Returns here 
around Feb. 1 to set up the local of- 
fices. New WOR offices will go into 
official operation on Feb. 12 follow- 
ing the separation of WOR and Wil- 
liam Rambeau as station rep. 

Local sales office as set up under 
Barrett’s direction will handle not 
only Chicago, but the entire Midwest 
area. Two or three salesmen will be 
added to the staff. Barrett is also 
taking with him his present secre- 
tary at B-S-H, Dorothy Miller, who 
has had considerable experience in 
the radio business. 

In the Barrett deal WOR finally 
completes its longtime aim to estab- 
lish its exclusive sales office so as 
to obtain concentrated sales and 
service facilities. 


Alka-Seltzer, Heavily In 
Technicolor Shorts, Cuts 
Radio Advertising Budget 


Chicago, Jan, 12. 

Alka-Seltzer is clipping its radio 
budget about $500,000 for the coming 
year, using the sum for other adv. 
fields. Radio programs are being re- 
arranged so that the spot broadcast- 
ing will bear the brunt of the cut, 
while coast-to-coast shows on the 
nets will be increased. 

Plenty of money is being devoted 
to moving picture shorts by Alka- 
Seltzer, with 14 in Technicolor being 
completed, and negotiations for a 
new separate series going on with 
Malcolm Eagle and Nick Nichols, 
cartoonist. 


Radio’s 3%, Draws Growls 


Philadelphia, Jan. 12. 

Local broadcasters are burning at 
the State Highway Department these 
days over what they claim is run- 
around on advertising time. Accord- 
ing to radio men, they’ve always 
been liberal with department offi- 
Cials in giving gratis plugs for state 
drives. Currently ballyhooing ‘Gov- 
ernor Earle’s Highway Safety Cam- | 
paign,’ department is said to be 
Spending $100,000 for advertising. | 

Only 3% is going to radio, most 
of balance being copped by news- 
papers, 























Huston, Durante for A. & P. 

Walter Huston, on Thursday night 
(14), and Jimmy -Durante night of 
Jan. 21, are successive name guesters 
booked for Kate Smith’s Atlantic & 
Pacific show over CBS. 


FRISCO EXPO’S RADIO CHIEF 


Art Linkletter Starts Work on 1939 
Golden Gate Event 








San Francisco, Jan. 12. 

Radio activities for the 1939 Golden 
Gate International Exposition here 
will be directed by Art Linkletter, 
newly appointed manager of the ra- 
dio division of the fair’s publicity 
staff. 

Linkletter, formerly with KGB and 
KFSD in San Diego, Cal., was asso- 
ciated with Clyde Vandeburg, the 
expo’s press chief, at both the Texas 
Centennial and the San Diego fair. 


FLU KNOCKS 
OUT 150 AT CBS: 











Flu epidemic in New York is cut- | 
ting a wide swath through the ra- | 
dio biz personnel. CBS, according | 
to unofficial counts, at one time last | 
week had 150 of its 500 odd em- 
ployees on the sick last. M. R. Run- 


yon, v.p., and Edward Klauber, ex- | 


ecutive v.p., are still out of the exec 
lineup. 

Plenty of illness at NBC likewise, 
although most of the topnotchers ap- 
pear to have escaped it. 
ent end, however, Helen Hayes is a 
victim of iaryngitis. 

Helen Ward, singer, is out at 
WMCA, New York, with a protracted | 
case of flu. At the Ruthrauff & Ryan | 
agency Ben Larsen, production man, | 
is hospitalized with pneumonia, while 
Beth Black, spot time buyer, had flu. 
Another victim is Bob Berger, erst- 
while radio buyer for the Demo- 
crats, and now radio director of the 
President’s birthday ball celebra- 
tions. He did a week stand at the 
Fifth Ave. hospital. 





Buffalo, Jan. 12. 

Iilness has cut heavily into the 
radio ranks here in the last two 
weeks. Among those who have 
missed programs because of bad 
colds, flu, ete, are Roger Baker, 
sportcaster; Ruth and Gen Norcross 
of the Norcross trio; Sally Work, 
household hinter; Bill Jors, guitarist; 
Lillian Goss, pianist. 

Cliff Taylor, WBEN sales chief, is 
just back from the shelf; Lou Kaiser, 
WEBR director, is an absentee; and 
so are Al Erisman and Billie Mur- 
chison of the WGR-WKBW sales 
staff. 


Lewis Winds Up Coast 
Stay; Hasty, Shaw East 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
W. B. Lewis, Columbia program 
director, headed east last Thursday 
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Many Encouraging Signs for 

National Non-Network 
1937 Gets 
Gear Hurriedly — Labor 
Tension Cancels Chevrolet 
Temporarily 


Biz as Into 


NOSTRUMS BOOM 


Snappy upturn in national spot ac- 
counts is under way since first of the 
year, following a virtual standstill of 
this type of biz during December, 
when local fare hogged the entire | 
picture. Programs now being readied 
by agencies stack up favorably with | 
last fall’s batch (normally the big- 
gest of the year), while some agen- 
cies predict that their spot volume in 
1937 will be amazingly higher than 
it was last year. 

Factors governing the current spot 
upturn have a couple of unique 
twists. One is the influenza epidemic 
which is a cut-to-order situation for 
cold remedies. Latter are making a 
fast hop aboard the ether bandwagon 
to capitalize on the situation. An- 
other twist is the ‘goodwill’ type of 
advertising expenditure expected to 
be more prevalent this year than 
ast. By the same token, an ad- 
verse breeze is the labor picture | 
(strikes and such) which already has | 
occasioned a nation-wide postpone- 
ment of the Chevrolet ‘Musical Mo- 
ments’ disc series. 

Labor Echo 
strike at the General 


Sit-down 


Motors plant occasioned a complete | 
postponement of the Chevrolet “Mu- | 


sical Moments’ platters on Jan. 2. 


'World Broadcasting, which places the 


;}mers, since the postponement came 





(7) after several weeks on the Coast | 


to prepare three shows for agency 
audition. Only one said to be ready 


wax, in behalf of Campbell-Ewald, | 
had to contact some 395 stations to 
get consent on stopping the skim- 


somewhere in the middle of a con- 
tract term. All stations agreed. 


In postponing, World left renewal 
dates indefinite, but asked the sta- 
tions to hold the customary two and 
three 15-minute periods a week 
open pending resumption. Looks 
like there’ll be plenty of headaches 
on this score later on, however. 
Batch of the stations already have | 
hurriedly wired their reps to sell | 
these choice niches as fast as possi- 
ble. 

(Dodge stanza skedded for Mutual | 
web has failed to start to date, with | 
strikes reputedly being one factor.) | 

Among the most specific hearten- | 
ing slants for station reps and sta-| 
tions within the past 10 days are 
the sports outlook, and a possible in- | 
clination of General Foods to launch | 
major spot campaigns for several of 
its products. Baseball for this sum- | 
mer is still a bedlam, but football | 
next fall is expected to be much} 
bigger than in ’36, with buying about | 
to begin soon. Account situation, as | 
for the moment, stacks up as fol-| 
lows: 

Bromo-Seltzer: scheduling an an- | 
nouncement campaign through J.) 
Walter Thompson via WSOC, Char- | 
lotte; WPTF, Raleigh, and WIS, Co- | 
lumbia (S. C.). 

Hecker H-O: 


| 


making inquiries 


| through Erwin-Wasey for a possible 


| spot campaign to begin in April. 


is the Marx brothers program. | 
Also returning to their N. Y. bases | 
| KLRA, Little Rock, and KTAT, Fort 


after production chores here were 
Don Shaw of McCann-Erickson, and 
Jack Hasty, free lance producer. Pair 
set up National Biscuit show and 
turned it over to Marvin Young, 
NBC producer. 





Fred MacMurray, M.C. 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Fred MacMurray is set as m.c. of 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ (CBS), replacing 
Dick Powell, starting with this Fri- 





| day’s (15) broadcast. 


Program guestees for the occasion 
will include Burns and Allen, Tony 


Curtis & Allen set both appear- | Martin, Ray Kinney’s Hawaiians and 


ances, 


Carole Lombard. 


Bost Toothpaste: launching street 
interviews via WQAM, Miami: 


Worth; also announcements via KLZ, 
Denver. 

Four Doctors (cold tablets): buy- 
ing three five-minute spots weekly 


|}over WSOC, Charlotte; WPTF, Ra- 
| leigh; WIS, Columbia; WFBM, In- 


| dianapolis, and 


WREC, 
Through Small & Seiffer. 

Procter & Gamble (White Nap- 
tha): resumption order now in the 
works for 2-a-day, five-weekly an- 
nouncements. Through Blackman. 
New order is not to be as large as 
previous ones, but will run to a 
‘couple dozen’ stations. 

Calox (toothpaste): spot campaign 


Memphis 


pretty well formulated, but no in-| 


{Continued on page 35) 


lof B-S-F; H. M. 





STRIKES CLOUD GOOD STAR 








IME ||P. Fashion Folks’ Television Curiosity 


Diverts NBC Exec’s Luncheon Talk 





4TH NAME TO AGCY. TITLE} 


Brooke, Smith & French Adds 
Sturges Dorrance | 
Incorporation papers have been | 


issued in New York for linking the 
Manhattan office of Brooke, Smith & 


French with the Sturges Dorrance | and 
interests (Dorrance, Sullivan) into a Fashion Group. 


Brooke, Smith, French & Dorrance 
agency. B-S-F in Detroit remains 
as is. 

Guy C. Smith is board chairman of 
the new firm; Sturges Dorrance is 
prexy; Willard S. French, executive 
v.p.; H. H. Ohlmacher, secretary; and 
Charles W. Brooke, treasurer. Named 
v.p.’s of the new company are Shaw 
Newton, head of the New York office 
Overstreet and 


with Dorrance. 


ROSS STAYS 
ON MAXWELL 





Benton & Bowles’ differences with 
Lanny Ross have been settled and 


|the tenor remains on the Maxwell 


House Coffee program. An official 
of General Foods interceded in be- 
half of Ross after the latter had re- 
fused to heed the agency’s request 
that he ‘abdicate.’ 

Understanding in the trade is that 


ithe hour now held by Maxwell on 


NBC, Thursday nights, will be taken 
over by two other General Foods 
programs. Robert L. Ripley will be 


| assigned one of the half hours to 
| plug 


Post Toasties ‘(Benton & 
Bowles), while the other half will 


| be taken over by Burns and Allen to 
|carry the message for Grape Nuts. 
| Latter article is on the Young & 
\- Rubicam list. 





SWERTFAGER, HACKETT 
QUIT LORD & THOMAS 


Walter Swertfager and Montague 
Hackett have quit Lord & Thomas. 
Swertfager was radio contact on the 
Cities Service account for eight 
years, while Hackett was formerly 
account executive in connection 
with the American Tobacco Co. 


Caring the latter half of 1936 
Hackett concerned himself with new 
business in the agency. 


$1,000 Local Program 


Lucidin (eye lotion) show, cur- 
rently starting over WMCA, New 

ork, figured as one of the most ex- 
pensive productions from the talent 
end over the station. Outlay stacks 
up to roughly $1,000 per week for 
three 15-minute shows. 

Stuff Smith band is paid off at the 
rate of about $650 weekly. Helen 











| Ward, singer, is chalked up at $350- 


$400 weekly. Songstress currently 
has missed a couple of programs due 


,to illness. Ella Fitzgerald is subbing. 





Roland Young’s Debut 


Sealtest’s full-hour program on 
NBC Saturday nights has this week 


| (16) Roland Young, legit and screen 


star, on a deal set by the Curtis & 
Allen office. 

It'll be Young's first attempt at 
m.c.ing a show, radio or otherwise. 





Carlton Kelsey Gets CBS Job 
Chicago, Jan. 12. 





E. P. H. James, NBC advertising 


land sales promotion manager, last 


week found himself an expert on 
what the women will wear, 


vising. His debut in the role oc- 
curred at a luncheon to which he 
had been invited by the advertising 
sales promotion § section of 
Latter is an all- 
emme trade association composed 
of fashion advisers and execs in 
manufacturing plants and depart- 
ment stores. 

James had been slated to tell how 
radio has been and is being used to 
sell fashions, but it wasn’t long be- 
fore his listeners diverted the drift 
of his talk by bombarding him with 
questions about television. He agreed 


| that broadcasting would have to wait 
Henry E. Pengel, Jr., both associated 


for television before it could really 
go to town on exploiting the fashion 
angle of advertising, and the attend- 
ing fashion experts wanted to know 
what sort of textiles and makeup 
would go best with television. 


One of the reasons that James did 
not find himself at a loss for an- 
swers was that when the barrage 
started Betty Goodwin, NBC expert 
on the subject, sidled over to an ad- 
joining chair. James told the dames 
that silky, shiny textiles would take 
well with the photoelectric equip- 
ment and that when it came to 
makeup regular day touchings have 
so far proved the most effective. He 
predicted that a major part of the 
fashion televising would be done 
from film, with the projection largely 
similar to that now seen in newsreels 
being brought directly into the 
home. 


CBS Shortwave 
Programs to 


South America 


On Feb. 15 CBS will inaugurate a 
series of specially prepared short 
wave broadcasts to Central and 
South America from a new 10 k.w. 
directional antenna station W2XE, 
Wayne, N. J. Amount of time to be 
devoted to the broadcasts has not yet 
been determined but looks to be a 
couple of hours nightly. Paul White 
will be in charge of the new pro- 
grams. 


Program department has been in- 
structed to line up all available 
Latin American talent. Programs 
will probably consist of news com- 
mentaries, musical talent, etc. Sev- 
eral of CBS’ sustaining shows have 
heretofore been short-waved through 
but there was no set schedule. New 
policy will be regular in schedule. 

Preliminary broadcasts were sked- 
ded to start Monday night (11) with 
a 15-minute news commentary via 
the new setup. Station wattage has 
been upped to 10 k.w.’s from former 
power of one k.w. to handle the in- 
creased activity. 

Entire facilities of the company 
has been placed at the disposal of 
White to further the ends of the 
new enterprise. All departments 
have been instructed to assist in any 
way possible so there will be no 
slip-ups or slipshod treatment. 














Myrt, Marge Bid for 


| Jack Arnold’s Return 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
| Myrt and Marge will shift their 


Carlton Kelsey has been appointed | broadcast base to the Coast if they 
musical director of the western di-| are successful in inducing Vinton 


vision of Columbia, and of WBBM}! Haworth 


here. 
production. 


| Sears ‘Then and Now’ show, 


Kelsey handled the baton on the 


(Jack Arnold) to return 


Repiaces Billy Mills, who is|to the show. 
planning to go into free lance radio 


Haworth, under contract at Radio, 

is getting a heavy picture build by 
| the studio which may preclude out- 
| side radio work, 





botfit 
|facially and sartorially, when tele- 
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Bulova Has Four Stations, Is Owed . 
Money by Two in Connecticut 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Moving in on one of his debtors, 
Arde Bulova, watch manufacturer, 
owner of three stations, last week 
asked Federal Communications Com- 
mission permit to take over control 
of WCOP, Boston, on which he has 
a lien. 

Having picked up two transmitters 
during past three months, Bulova is 
on the way to becoming potent 
factor in the industry by grabbing 
one of the three stations which owe 
him money. Whether Bulova is 
Writing off the indebtedness in re- 
turn for 3,000 shares of Massachusetts 
Broadcasting Corp. stock or is hand- 
ing over a bundle of cash in addi- 
tion to tearing up the note was not 
revealed, Commish _ refusing, as 
usual, to make public the contract. 

If the Commish approves the stock 
transfer, Bulova will be in command 
of four stations and will have made 
greatest strides of any individual in 
the industry during recent months. 
Besides WNEW, which he has con- 
trolled since inception, watch man 
recently bought WOV, New York, 
and WRAX-WPEN, Philadelphia. 

Records show two other trans- 
mitters are indirectly under Bulova’s 
orders. He holds notes on WNBC, 
New Britain, and WELI, New Haven, 
according to latest information avail- 
able at the Commish. 


Agency-Sponsors 


Blackett, Sample & Hummert 
place ‘Hope Alden’s Romance,’ disks, 
on KMBC, Kansas City, for Purity 
Bakeries (Tasty Bread). Contract is 
for airings five times a week. 











‘Vox Pop, Jr.’ program aired by 
station KMBC, Kansas City, has 
been re-tagged ‘Young America 
Speaks,’ for local use. Now com- 
mercial for Curtiss Candy Co. 





KXBY, Kansas City, will air all 
ball games played by KC Blues, 
American Association, for third year 
with General Mills sponsoring. Walt 
Lochman will again spiel the play- 
by-play. Knox Reeves agency. 





Weather reports over KGO, San 
Francisco, sig.<d by Day & Night 
Water Heater Co. of Los Angeles, 
through Pixson-O’Donnell, Inc. Start 
Feb. 1. 





Morrell Dog Food of Chicago is 
sponsoring three five-minute par- 
ticipations weekly in Elma Latta 
Hackett’s household program over 
KSFO, San. Francisco. Contract is 
for 23 weeks, 





Sperry Flour of San Francisco has 
renewed its three network shows, 
Sunday Special, Martha Meade and 
Hazel Warner, over NBC’s Pacific 
Coast Red web from San Francisco. 
Renewals, effective in February, are 
for a year. Account is handled by 


~"Westco Advertising Agency. 





H. C. Klein named to direct radio 
activities for BBD&O in Chicago. 





C. F. Mueller account goes to Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt. 





Seceny-Vacuum, through J. Stir- 
ling Getchell, has launched a series 
of sportcasts over WBEN, Buffalo. 
Handled by Jim Britt, in 15-minute 
batches daily except Sunday. 





Delv (facial cream), through Er- 
win-Wasey, has signatured Jack 
Birch over WOR, New York. Stanzas 
come Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, 9:45 to 10 a. m, 





New accounts at WMCA, New York, 
include: New York Auction and 
Sales Corp. (second-hand cars), with 
15 minutes Monday through Satur- 
day, beginning Jan. 18 for 52 weeks; 
also Institutional Synagogue, using 
15 minutes Sunday mornings for a 
*Young People’s Conference.’ Both 
placed direct. 





Liberty Magazine, at expiration of 
13-week run, Feb. 1, relinquishes 
sponsorship of nightly newscasts on 
WLW by Paul Sullivan to Penn To- 
bacco Co. Broadcasts continue at 
same time from 11:00 to 11:15 p. m. 
Monday through Friday. 

Arrangement is reported favoring 
Liberty with continued plugs in the 
programs of the new sponsor. Ac- 
count handled through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan N. Y. office. 





Drys Eye Radio 





Washington, Jan. 12. 

Radio advertising of beer, 
wine, or hard liquor would be 
prohibited under terms of a 
new dry law proposed in Con- 
gress last week by Representa- 
tive Culkin of New York. 

Seeking to prevent inter- 
state transportation and adver- 
tising of booze, Culkin spon- 
sored a bill which would im- 
pose $1,000 fine or six months 
jail on any broadcaster who al- 
lows his transmitter to be used 
to plug likker. 
hibits advertising via mails, 
radio, films, transcriptions, 





Measure pro- || 





newspapers, or periodicals. 








AIR PUBLICITY FOR 
U.S. INDIAN SERVICE 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Joining parade of Government 
agencies with broadcast ambitions, 
U. S. Indian Service announced 
Thursday (7) that it was readying a 
series of 13 programs dealing with 
the history, development and pres- 
ent-day life of the American Indian. 

Constituting the Indian Service's 
first fling at radio broadcasting, pro- 
grams are skedded: for an instant 
success, Officials declared. List of 
170 independent transmitters which 
have already signed on the dotted 
line was submitted, stations ranging 
from 50 to 20,000 watts in power, 
and covering 45 states. 

All phases of Indian life will be 
covered in the series, which will 
wind up with the story of the U. S. 
Indian Service. Programs will be 
carried cuffo. 








Evelyn Rosier to L & M 
Evelyn Rosier from Stack-Goble, 
Chicago joins Lennen & Mitchell, 
New York, replecing Carol Irwin. 
Will do all the Woodbury commer- 





cials. 


CHAMBERS-M’NARY’S 
REPEATER TESTS 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Experiments in synchronous broad- 
casting without use of wire lines will 
be launched within the next month 
at nearby College Park. 

Attempting to develop’ technic 
which will materialy reduce cost of 
operating booster stations and per- 
mit greater synchronization, James 
C. McNary and Joseph A. Chambers, 
consulting engineers last week re- 
ceived permission from Federal 
Communications Commission to erect 
an experimental transmitter for pur- 
pose of making field tests of labora- 
tory theories which hold promise of 
simplifying booster station service. 
Plant, which will operate only dur- 





ing wee small hours, will use 1,060 | 
| ke. with 100 watts. 
| installation work and be their own | 


Boys will do all 


station personnel. 

Plan calls for experimental opera- 
tion over period of about two weeks. 
College Park transmitter will pick 
up WBAL, Baltimore, and relay pro- 
grams simultaneously without all the 
customary interlocking power lines. 
Idea is to see if power can be regu- 
lated without going to usual expense 
of linking two transmitters to a com- 
mon plant. 

McNary formerly was consulting 
engineer with National Association 
of Broadcasters, while Chambers 
was chief technician for long time at 
WLW, Cincinnati. 


Wilson-Dalton-Robertson 
In N. Y. Business Huddle 


Tommy Dalton, partner in the Wil- 
son-Dalton-Robertson rep firm, and 
frau are vacationing in Bermuda. 
Return this week for a stop-over in 
New York. 

Meantime partner Howard Wilson 
is grabbing a rattler from Chicago to 
New York, where the two Chicago 
members and Graham _ Robertson, 
New York chief, will stage a confab. 








Van Orsdel’s Chairmanship 
Washington, Jan. 12. 
Ralph A. Van Orsdel is chairman 
of the committee on professional 
ethics and grievances of the Federal 
Communications Bar Association. 
Van Orsdel fills vacancy left by 
Paul M. Segal, who recently re- 
signed. 





New Food and Drug Law Expected 





Mentions B’dcasting 


Specifically—Stations 


Would Be Responsible for Adv. Copy 





Washington, Jan, 12. 
Outright ban on radio advertising 
of misleading food and drug adver- 
tising is proposed in latest version 
of proposed new pure food act spon- 


sored in Congress by Senator Royal 
S. Copeland of New York. 

With controversial measure com- 
pletely revised and greatly simpli- 
fied, Copeland bill in present form 
specifically mentions broadcasting 
and places station owners in danger 
of stiff criminal penalties for accept- 
ing copy which violates provisions 
of the proposed act. Measure is 
much clearer, however, in that it 
specifies types of misleading adver- 
tising and does not delegate as much 
power to the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture. 

Giving the Food and Drug Admin- 
stration—not the Trade Commission 
—jurisdiction over advertising, the 
newest Copeland bill authorizes the 


Federal Courts to issue injunctions |. 


forbidding offensive advertising and 
imposes maximum fines of $5,000 and 
jail terms of two years for repeated 
violations. Meat of the bill as it af- 
fects radio is contained at the outset 
in Chapter III which prohibits the 
following acts: 

(1.) Dissemination via radio, mail, 
or otherwise of advertising which 
represents any drug as having thera- 
peutic effect in treatment of ‘Bright’s 
disease, cancer, tuberculosis, polio- 
myelitis (infantile paralysis), ve- 
nereal diseases, or heart or vascular 
diseases,’ except when such propa- 
ganda goes exclusively to the medi- 
cal profession. 

(2.) Advertising of any ‘false or 
misleading’ statement, design, or 
device regarding any food, drug, 
device, or cosmetic, or containing 
misinformation about nutritional, di- 
etary, curative, therapeutic, preven- 
tive, or beneficial effects of any sub- 








stance, 





(3.) Attempts to induce pubiic 


indirectly or directly to purchase 
any food, drug, device, or cosmetic 
by means of statements that are 
‘false or misleading in any particu- 
lar.’ 

First item of the ban on radio ad- 
verlising is backed up by the crimi- 
nal penalty provisions, but the in- 
junction method is the only way, 
under the proposed terms, to block 
radio dissemination of generally- 
misleading advertising. 

Any U.: S. District Court would 
have jurisdiction to restrain by 
temporary or permanent injunctions 
the act prohibited in the first part 
of Chapter III, Violators of restrain- 
ing orders would be subject to con- 
tempt proceedings, with courts free 
to impose fines or jail sentences 
against persons disregarding their 
orders. Discontinuance of the vio- 
lation will not provide an automatic 
stopper ‘o injunction action once 
started. 

Innocent Angle 


Innocent violators are safeguarded 
from unjust punishment, offering 
slight compensation to broadcasters. 
Copeland’s measure specifies that no 
individual shall be considered to 
have violated an injunction if dis- 
semination of the banned advertis- 
ing was beyond his control. 

Enactment of a stiffer food and 
drug law than i: now on the books 
is generally expected at this session 
of Congress. With Administration 
committed to greater protection of 
consumers, the Copeland bill will 
serve as the vehicle for attempts to 
strengthen the present statute, al- 
though the New Yorker’s measure 
probably will be drastically over- 
hauled before the fight is over. Many 
Federal officials regard the proposed 
measure as entirely too weak to ac- 
complish desired purpose, while an- 
other tiff will involve the question of 
whether Trade Commish or Food 





and Drug Administration shall regu- 
iate advertising, 


—_—_——= 





Invitation to Sales Managers 


—— se, 





quarters, mailing address, etc. 
service. 





Radio station sales managers attending the Chicago meeting Jan. 
18-19 are welcome to make full use of Varjery’s Chicago offices lo. 
cated in the Woods Theatre Blidg., 54 West Randolph St., as head- 
VarRIETY will provide free secretarial 


Ask for Hal Halperin or Dan Goldberg and if those two muggs are 
not in make yourselves at home anyhow. 








No Station Reps as Proxies in Chi: 


Sales Mors. Expect 300 Next Monday 








| figures on the * 
| ribbons owned . 





‘Ken Murray’s New Sponsor 


Ken Murray will take over the 
Campbell Soup spot now being filled 
by Burns and Allen on CBS Wed- 
nesday nights when the latter act 
switches to Grape Nuts (General 
Foods) in April. 


Band with B & A when the team 
goes breakfast food will be Ray 
Noble. 


Wheeler Queries 
FCC. on Curbing 
Publisher Buys 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Congressional action to prevent 
further expansion of networks and 
prohibit press invasion of the broad- 
casting field was foreshadowed last 
week. 

Initiating efforts to impose re- 
strictions on potential radio mo- 
nopolies, Senator Burton K. Wheeler 
of Montana was revealed as having 
asked the Federal Communications 
Commission several weeks ago for 
details about the extent of chain and 
newspaper ownership of broadcast- 
ing stations as well as an opinion on 
possible legislative curbs. Montana 
Democrat, who two months: ago told 
VarRiETY he is apprehensive over 
development of monopolies, acted in 








official capacity as Chairman of 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee, which has _ charge of 


measures relating to communications. 

While one of the letters to Chair- 
man Anning S. Prall was dated 
nearly a month ago, the Commish 
has taken no official action to com- 
pile the data demanded by the solon. 
Inquiry Saturday (9) disclosed that 
the Broadcast Division never has 
been formally apprised of Wheeler’s 
request, although the letters have 
been referred to legal and engineer- 
ing staffs for action. Whether the 
Broadcast Division will discuss the 
matter officially was uncertain in 
view of Prall’s failure to acquaint 
his colleagues with the Wheeler 
inquiries. 

Showing clearly he is intrigued 
with the idea of forcing the press to 
keep hands off radio, Wheeler told 
Prall he wants to know whether the 
Commish can do anything to prevent 
steady newspaper encroachment and 
whether new legislation is necessary 
or desirable. 

‘I would like to have an opinion 
from the chief counsel of the Com- 
mission on the question as_ to 
whether or not the Commission has 
the authority at the present time to 
deny an application of a newspaper 
for radio facilities on the ground 
that it is against public policy,’ solon 
wrote. ‘Whether, if the Commission 
has not such authority at the present 
time, legislation could be passed 
denying the right for newspapers to 
acquire them in the future and re- 
quiring all newspapers within a 
reasonable time to divest themselves 
of the ownership and control of such 
radio stations.’ 

Prices Paid 

The data demanded from the 
Commish includes reports on the 
clear-channel situation as well as 
specific information about web and 
press holdings. ‘““heeler called for 
iber of exclusive 
controlled by the 
major chains and explicit summaries 
of all station purchases during the 
last three years. In this connection 
he requested reports on prices paid 
and the identity of the purchaser, 
specifically asking about the number 
of transmitters acquired by NBC, 
CBS, and Hearst Radio. 





Chicago, Jan. 12. 
First meeting of the national Sta- 
tion Sales Managers division of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 


to be held at the Sherman hotel here 
next Monday and Tuesday (18-19) 
will be attended by nearly 300 men, 
according to present indications. 
Convention has acquired an im- 
portance in the radio field almost 
equal to the annual NAB confab, 
with the managers themselves openly 
stating that they figure to get more 
actual business and operating dope 
from this confab than from the big 
NAB gathering. 
No Proxies 

All meetings will be open only to 
those qualified members of the Sales 
Managers division, and these mem- 
bers to be so qualified must be 
actually employed by the stations 
themselves. Which means that the 
stations will not be permitted to is- 
sue proxies to their local national 
sales reps or to other media men to 
sit in on the confabs. The Sales 
Managers division believes that the 
meeting will be of such importance 
to the stations themselves that the 
actual sales chiefs must be in at- 
tendance rather than try to cut 
corners by having some proxy fill 
in to lend an ear and gather what- 
ever info passes around the con- 
vention hall. 

Special speakers at meeting will 
be Jack Fenley of Aubrey Moore & 
Wallace Agency; Ed Warner of 
Ferry-Hanly Agency, Bob Barrett of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, and J. R. 
Flanagan of Penn Tobacco. Barrett 
speech especially being looked for- 
ward to by station men as under- 
stood subject will be the relationship 
between agency radio buyer and sta- 
tion manager and discussion on how 
time can best be sold to agencies and 
how to keep it sold. 


TEXAS PUBLISHERS’ 
PETITION ENDORSED 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Trio of Texas newspaper publish- 
ers last week received the nod from 
a Communications Commission ex- 
aminer on their request for a day- 
time station to be erected at Sweet- 
water, Tex. President of the Sweet- 
water Broadcasting Co., applicant for 
the assignment, is Millard Cope, pub- 
lisher of the Sweetwater Reporter, 
who will manage the proposed trans- 








mitter. Other incorporators are 
Bernard Hanks, of Abilene, big 
stockholder in KBST, Big Spring, 


Tex., and KPLT, Paris, Tex., and also 
in two local rags, and Houston Hart, 
of San Angelo, publisher of the San 
Angelo Standard Times and stock- 
holder in the same corporations and 
in KGKL, San Angelo. Hanks also 
is principal stockholder of the Re- 
porter Publishing Co. at Abilene and 
recently supervised the establish- 
ment of KRBC. 

Showing ample assets for the con- 
struction of the proposed station, ap- 
plicants received a favorable report 
from Examiner R. H. Hyde, but 
Commish will require further de- 
tails on the transmitter site and more 
complete specifications concerning 
the antenna construction. Assign- 
ment asked was for the 1310 kilo- 
cycle frequency, with 100 watts day- 
times, and a need for additional 
service was found fn the area to be 
served. No interference would re- 
sult from granting of the applica- 
tion, Hyde found, and applicants 
were given an okay on the propo- 
sition, with the proviso that addi- 
tional details be submitted to the 
Commish. 





Frank Clarke, with the Commer- 
cial Appeal classified advertising de- 
partment six years, has joined the 
commercial staff of WMC, Mem- 
phis. He replaces Hammond B. 


Smith, whe goes to Albany, Ga., as 
manager of WGPC, 
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Depreciation on Station Equipment 
Up to 12%, Rules U.S. Treasury 


+ 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Depreciation on radio station plant 
and equipmest may be figured for 
income tax purposes at rates ranging 
from around 7% to 12%, National 
Association of Broadcasters was in- 
formed last week by Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau. 

While refusing to fix any standard 
rate for writing off apparatus in- 
vestments, Revenue officials indi- 
cated there will be no squawk if 
broadcasters wipe out their expendi- 
tures for studio equipment in 8 to 
10 years, antenna equipment in 10 to 
12 years, and towers in 10 to LI 
years. Time limit on buildings was 
put at 25 to 50 years, with office 
furniture life estimated at 10 years 
and studio furniture at 5. Musical 
instruments, including pianos, can be | 
depreciated on a 10% basis. | 

Emphasizing that obsolescence de- | 
pends upon particular circumstances | 
in each case, Deputy Revenue Com- | 
missioner Charles T. Russell told 
NAB Managing Director James W. 
Baldwin that allowance for deprecia- 
tion cannot be predicated upon a 
general average but submitted fig- 
ures showing rates which have been 
allowed in many tax cases involving 
broadcasts in the past. Bureau has 
approved deductions on the basis of 
8 to 15 years depreciation for trans- | 
mitter, antenna, and tower invest- 
ments, Russell said, adding that ‘the 
depreciation deduction 
both depreciation and normal abso- 
lescence, the latter being recognized | 
as a substantial factor in this par- | 
ticular industry.’ 


WNEW BUYS PICTURE'S | 
RADIO STORY RIGHTS: 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Station WNEW, N. Y., has bought 
the radio rights to ‘Drums of Des- 
tiny, Tom Keene picture for Cres- 
cent. 

Davis Wheat Products has already 
signed to sponsor show to be done 
in serial form for 26 episodes. 


Hialeah Nags on MBS 


Mutual web is picking up the Hia- 
leah races from Miami, beginning 
next Saturday (16) and continuing 
until March 6. Bryan Field, New 
York Times racing editor, to do the 
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Taking No Chances | 





In its program listings sent 
to newspapers WOR, Newark, 
bills a Mutual variety show 
originating from WLW, Cincin- 
nati, as ‘For Men Only.’ 

New York Times, apparently 
leery of the title, if not un- 
awai- of what the program is 


| 
} 
| 
| 





about, bills the stanza as ‘Ad- 
vice to Adults.’ 


MEXICO GETS 
TOUGH ABOUT 
RADIO 











Mexico City, Jan. 12. 
Regulation of all radio systems in 
Mexico is tightened by wider scope 
a new law gives the ministry of 
communications and public works. 
Measure covers every station—com- 
mercial, amateur, cultural (non- 


profit studios that broadcast con- | carried out, be operated along lines | Halff, principal owner, asked the | 


certs, spiels, ete.), and experimental, 


including } those that are run solely for ether 


experiments. Ministry gets larger 
supervision over studios, which is to 
be conducted by a corps of inspec- 
tors, wages of whom the stations 
must pay. just as must local pic ex- 
hibitors to amusement department 
checkers. 

Air station concessions will only 
he granted Mexican citizens or 
groups that are constituted in ac- 
cord with this land’s laws. No con- 
cession is to be for more than 20 
years. All programs must first have 
ministry’s okay. Law demands a 
greater blend of entertainment on 
commercial programs; no publicity 
talk can exceed two minutes and the 
spiel cannot be repeated unless there 
is a musical or other amusement 
number intervening. Law demands 
strict observance of labor protection 
for performers, musicians, announc- 
ers, engineers and other station em- 
ployees. 

Sliding scale of fines and franchise 
cancellation for flagrant offenses are 
provided for violations of th: regu- 
lation. 





spieling on the bangtail Sertorm ALT Sears, Hibbard Ayer 


ances between 3:30 and 4:30 p.m. Shots | 
run sustaining, but attempts now be- | 


ing made to sell the works. 

Wire haul on 
goes from Miami 
nearest point in the Mutual setup, 
and figures to between $1,000 and 
$1,500 for the schedule. 





These Remington Blurbs 
May Start Any Minute 


Buffalo, Jan. 12. 


Armand S. Weill agency has been 
flooded with queries as to ‘Where's 
that Remington Rand transcription 
campaign?’ according to Robert K. 
Weill, radio director. 

Labor strikes have held up the 
one-minute announcements, skedded 
to start last November, says Weill. 
Expects to get the go signal any 
minute. 


Vic Nielsen at CFCF 

Montreal, Jan. 12. 
Vie F. Nielsen is now station man- 
ager of CFCF here, taking over 
duties of M. M. (Pete) Elliott. El- 
liott is also sales manager of the 
Canadian Marconi Co., owners of the 
Station, and the double duties have 
Seen split up to give him more time 
with the parent firm. Remains gen- 

erel overseer of CFCF, however. 
Before coming over, Nielsen was 
menager of CKSO, Sudbury, On- 
tario, and previous to that was iden- 


tified with the Richardson radio in- 
terests, 


the performances | 
to WLW, Cincy, | 


In Chi-New York Deal 


Tie-up between the A. T. Sears & 





|Hibbard Ayer house in New York 
|is in the making. 
|both added each other’s names to 
|their doors last week. Figured that 
| the tie-up will give both houses 
loffices in cities which they pre- 


_ viously skipped. Details of how the 
| dled are not set yet. 

| Ayer meantime has entered into 
‘arrangement with Horace Hagedorn 
(Virginia Broadcasting System) 
whereby the two share office space 


and facilities without .in any way 
consolidating their clients. Pair | 


opened new quarters in Manhattan 
within the last few days. 


Raymer Loses WJAS-KOQV 


Furgason & Aston named station 
ales reps for WJAS and KQV, Pitts- 
burgh. Marks the second time they’ve 
sold the Iron City duo, Paul Raymer 
firm officiating for an interval of 
nine months in between. Reappoint- 
ment takes hold Feb. 1. 

Both stations are owned by the H. 





1,000 watts, and is a 
KQV is a 500-watt 


on 5,000 and 
CBS. affiliate. 
indie. 


listed lately as a seller on certain | course, draw salary while loafing on | the two parties are rather uncertain | wrongly 
: . 
on the point. 


‘types of biz. 


| 
Springfield, Vt., Jan. 12. 
| 


Sears and Ayer | 


|individual station lists will be han- | 


Transemerican has also been | 








HART FOR WNBX, 
OF AINGFIELD, VT. 


Town of 8,000 in Northern 
New England Studied in 
Advance as New Manage- 
ment Takes Over Only 
Station | 








_ POLICIES 


Recent trends in the broadcasting 


prestige and 
consideration from advertisers, sta- 
tion reps and broadcasters alike. It 
would appear that what's about to 
|happen in this Vermont town of 8,000 
population bears this out. 

Located here for several years has 
been Station WNBX. It happens to 
be the largest (1,000 watts) unaffili- 
ated indie in New England, a fact 
| which recently attracted a change of 
ownership. Experienced radio man- 
agement has now taken over and | 








hereafter, if the present plans are 


| that are rapidly becoming standard 
business practice in small station 
broadcasting under alert direction. 
New managers, a syndicate headed 
by H. C. Wilder of WSYR, Syracuse, 
retained an advertising agency, 
Leighton & Nelson, of Schenectady, 
to come here and make a series of 
surveys of what the market offers 
and how it needs to be served. 
Agency has now filed its report, a 
document of 300 pages that, it is 
understood, has the whole future of 
WNBxX laid out, a la Tradeways, on 
blueprints. 
Details 


While all of the details are not 
known, the general idea is to fit the 
station to the area. Vermont and 
New Hampshire people will get the 
kind of station and entertainment the 
survey indicates they like and want. 
Items in the Leighton & Nelson rec- 
ommendations include: 


(a) General physical overhauling 
and enlargement of plant and staff. 


(b) Merchandising. 


(c) Permanent lines from WNBX 
to Dartmouth College, Hanover, 
N. H. 


(d) Confinement of announcements 
to stated periods set aside for that 
purpose; no blurbs between pro- 


| grams. 
| 





| (e) No locally-produced program | 
ever to be broadcast without station | 
Son, rep firm in Chicago. and the | executive hearing it first in either | tract expired. But if Halff and the 


/audition or rehearsal, or both. 


(f) Payment of local talent (fees 
| to be decided). 


| (g) Reduction of phonograph en- 


| tertainment to minimum (World and 
| other transcription service instead). 


(h) Identification of statior with 
civie activities. 
| With this set-up and new man- 


| power brought in, owners of WNBX 
| feel they can take the station into 
the black and build up a unique re- 
gional prestige. 





Taking lt Easy Reward 
For Salesmen Who Don’t 


Baltimore, Jan. 12. 
Purnell Gould, commercial chief 
at WFBR, has devised bait to whip 
sales staff to greater endeavors by 
waving prize in front of ‘em. For 
the peddler who turns in the most 
biz at end of first six months of 1937 


similar safari lucky lad wants to 
make. 
Salesman snagging prize will, of 


| accomplishment. 








MALL | 


Radio Lawyers Willl Study National 
And State Legislation Affecting Biz 





Ban Spot Blurbs 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 
Chicago stations have com- 
pletely eliminated spot an- 
nouncements from their sched- 
ules. WGN, WMAQ and WENR 
have barred them except for 
one or two participating periods 
a day, with WGN refusing any 
transcribed announcements. 
This is disturbing factor to 
some agencies who have built 
up success stories by their use. 











QUESTION ON 
WOAI 


Washington, Jan. 12. 
Further efforts to work out sale 





WNBX, long an adjunct to the cor- | of WOAI, San Antonio, to Columbia 
ner drug store, so to speak, will | Broadcasting System were reflected 


ihere last week when Hugh A. L. 


|Federal Communications Commission 
ito keep on file the dead application 
| for consent to transfer control of 
| Southland Industries, Inc., license- 
| holding corporation, to the web. 

| With local attorneys and network 
execs ostensibly in the dark. expec- 
| tation grew that supplemental agree- 
| ment will be negotiated to get around 
|some of the chief objections to the 
| transaction registered by Examiner 
|P. W. Seward, and that the deal will 
| be proposed later in somewhat dif- 
ferent form. This was believed the 
reason why Halff changed his mind 
|about yanking back the petition for 
' FCC approval of the sale. 

At first intending to call it quits, 
Halff requested permission to with- 
draw the formal application the same 
day the Commish failed to act on 
the matter and the date when the 
original contract expired. Then, on 
second thought, WOAI owner asked 
to withdraw his withdrawal. All are 
still on the Commish grill, no action 
being taken on any phase of the case 
since Seward’s sensational report was 
submitted Dec. 30. 


Just what the legal status of the 
matter is at present has attorneys 
|and other observers arguing. The 
|Commish figures everything is dead 
and shows no signs of acting on the 
sidetracked application. According to 
ithe FCC slant, the question of 
whether the sale should be approved 
makes no difference since the con- 





| web come to some new agreement 
‘extending and modifying the con- 
‘tract. then the Commish probably 
will rule on the basis of the changed 
terms. Whether another 
would be held is problematical. 


Lease May Follow 

Possibility that CBS will lease 
WOAI if a straight purchase cannot 
be negotiated in manner which is 
both satisfactory to the pariies and 
to the Commish. Present talk, it is 
understood, is on the basis that Co- 
lumbia will underwrite Halfi’s taxes 
instead of buying the entire corpora- 


hearing 





+ canenneaalaennnemenes 


Jan. 12. 


Committees to keep watch on leg- 
islation pending in Congress and 
state legislatures, to draft proposed 
code of court procedure, and formu- 
late statement of ethics were created 
last week by Federal Communica- 
tions Commission Bar Association. 

Admitting 19 new members, execu- 
tive committee boosted membership 
to 172. All but three of the recruits 
are from outside Washington, with 
several Pacific Coast legalites sign- 
ing up. 

Plans to study pending legislation 
relating to communications were 


Washington, 


trade speak of a growing importance | ¢ 9 3 perfected by the directorate, which 

: eee : 5 ad | decided to set up a special commit- 
of small stations. They are gaining, | tee to report on measures proposed 
or expected to, new - 


locally and throughout the country. 
Association probably will do some 
lobbying after the machinery starts 
functioning. 

Formulation of ethics code govern- 
ing practice before the F.C.C. will 
start shortly. Executive group picked 
Ralph A. Van Orsdell as chairman of 
ethics and _ grievance committee 
which will draw up platform listing 
dont’s for radio lawyers. 

Association is wracked by growing 
| pains. With membership roster still 
| jumping, directors decided to amend 
constitution to provide for two vice- 
presidents and to separate the job 
of secretary-treasurer into two ofe 
| fices. 
se 
| 


‘‘Unbusiness-Like’; Cleric 
Draws Examiner Nod 
On Plea to Transfer 











Washington, Jan. 12. 


License renewal troubles. of 
WHEC, Canton, Ohio, last week were 
temporarily unsnarled by Federal 
Communications Commissioner Mel- 
vin H. Dalberg. Station, which 
operates on. 1.200 kilocycles, has 
suffered according to the govern- 
ment from slipshod management. 
Owned by a Catholic priest, Edward 
P. Graham, but operated by Nolan 
S. Walker and an individual referred 
to in the report as Mr. Hayes, trans- 
mitter eventually will be turned 
over to the Ohio Broadcasting Co. 

Complex situation was further 
complicated by the application of 
Walker for a new station asking 
WHBC’s facilities; License renewal 
application of Father Graham and 
two other requests by the priest for 
an increase in day power to 250 
watts, and voluntary assignment of 
license to Ohio Broadcasting Co. 

Walker and Hayes, according to 
| Dalberg’s report, enjoyed most of 
the WHBC gravy, with Father 
|Graham asking only an income of 
| $100 a month from station’s profits. 
| All net profits in excess of that sum 
| Was split between the two employees, 
| though the Catholic clergyman re- 
,tained control and supervision of 
| Station. Station announcements car- 
Tied blurb that WHBC was being 
| operated by Hayes and Walker, but 
|Father Graham stopped practice as 
;soon as it was called to his atten- 
jtion. Walker later received his 
| walking papers. 
| Business methods of Father Gra- 
ham ‘were at all times most loose 
| and informal,’ Dalberg declared, but 
|cleric excused himself for the ‘un- 











| tion and then selling back the non- lorthodox manner’ in which WHBC 


| broadcasting business. This idea does | 
not appeel particularly to the web. 
Whether the parties legally could | that 
ask for reconsideration by Examiner 
Seward on the basis of a new and 
different contract is conjectural. The | 
Commish is not clear itself on the 
point 
take the attitude, if 
is revived, that the 
pending examiner’s report should be 
acted on and, in the event of denial 
of the application, then the web and 
station will pay all expenses of two- | Halff should start from scratch again. 
| J. Brennen interests. WJAS operates | week ocean trip or underwrite atiy | Some sideline attorneys figure if this 


formal procedure from this 
on, but mey 
the transaction 


situation develops, the web 


was conducted by saying that his 
training and experience had been 
of a clergyman and that he was 
| not ‘primarily a business man nor a 
radio technician.’ 

Dalberg recommended to the Com- 
mish that all three of Father Gra- 
ham’s applications be granted—turn- 
|ing over transmitter to Ohio Broad- 
|casting Co. for $21,000, renewing its 
|}regular license and providing for 
| the day power increase. Application 
\of Walker for a new transmitter 
, should be denied, Dalberg advised. 





and | 
Halff would be rule-booked out until 
a year had elapsed. Legal reps of 


Knights of Note  vocal-instru- 
mental trio on KSTP, St. Paul was 
identified in a recent 
)VaRIETY review. 
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dling program. 


tiser’s corporate name. 


—_—_— 


WEEK OF JAN. 


(ALL TIME EST) 


SU (Sunday); 


M 
(Friday ); 


(Monday): TU 


NETWORK SPONSORS 


13-19 


Commercial programs are listed alphabetically under the adver- 
Asterisk indicates advertising agency han- 


Where sponsor has more than one network program they are 
listed consecutively. 
All time is P. M. unless otherwise noted. 
Abbreviations: 
(Wednesday); TH (Thursday); F 


{Tuesday ); 
S (Saturday). 


Ww 











Red—WEAF 





NATIONAL 


Blue—WJZ 





ACME 
5:30-Su-W E AF 
‘Home Harmonies’ 
Smiling Ed McCon- 

nell 
Irma Glen 
Palmer Clark Ore 
*H. H. McDonald 


ALLEG HANY 


‘Stainless Show’ 
Ford Bond 
Mario Cozzi 
*Walker & Downing 
AMERICAN CAN 
9-Tu-WdZ 
Ben Bernie & Lads 
Anna Sten 
*Fuller-Smith-Ross 
AMERICAN 
HOME PRODUCTS 
(Anacin? 
7 p.m.-Ta-W-Th- 
WIZ 
‘Massy Acer 
Betty Garde 
Don Johnson 
Biackett-S-H 
(Old English) 
10:15-M Thru F- 
WEAF 


‘Mrs. Wiggs of Cab- 
bage Patch’ 
Betty Garde 
Robert Straus 
Andy Donnelly 
Alice Frost 
Joe Latham 
Bill Johnstone 
Marjorie Anderson 
Estelle Levy 
Pat Ryan 
*Rlackett-S.-H. 
(Louis Se ittiogs) 
10 a.m.-M Thru F- 
WEAF 
‘John’s Other Wife’ 
Wanley Stafford 
Irene Hubbard 
*Blackett-S.-H. 
(Bi-So-Dol) 
10:30-M Thru F- 
WEAF 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 
Arthur Hughes 
Ruth Russell 
Effie L Palmer 
Joe Latham | 
*Blackett-S.-H. 
AMER. TOBACCO 
10 p.m.-W-WEAF 
Bob Haring Orc 
tdith Dick 
Buddy Clark 
Songsmiths 4 
*Lord & Thomas 
AMER. RADIATOR 
7:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Fireside Recitals 
Ricurd Nilesen 
Helen Marshall 
Frank St. Leger 
"Rinker Advt 
AMER, KOLLING 
MILES 


10-Tu-WIZ 
Armco Bd 
Frank Simon, Cond 
Bennett Chapple 
*N. W. Ayer 
AX'TON-FISHER 
(Spud) 
8-Sa-WIZ 
Ed Wynn 
ivelyn Lave 
Jraham McNamee 
Don Voorhees Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 
BAUBITT CO 
Il a.m.-M to F- 
WAZ 


‘David Harum’ 
Wilmer Walter 
Peggy Allenby 
Paul Stewart 
John MacRryde 
*Rinekett 
BETTER SPRECH 
3-Su- WAZ 
‘Your En«lish’ 
*Auspilz-Lee 
nouwryvs 
5 pom.-Ta-Th- 
WEAF 
"While the 
Sleeps’ 
Finney Rriecse 
Forest Lewis 
Vivinn VFridell 
Jese Peeh 
Clare Ranm 
Charles Eggleston 
Cecil Row 
Marie Nelson 
Pauline Hopkins 
James Goss 
*Comer 
URISTOL-MYEKS 
(Sal lennatiea) 
9-W WRFAF 
(Tnana) 
Fred Allen 
Portland Hoffa 
Peter Van Steedan 
Ore 
Yiochi 


City 


Hiraoka 
Jonathon Merrill 
Bmbassy Boys 
Merrill Lee 
BROWN & 
WILLIAMS 
(Raleich & Kool) 
9:30-M-WIZ 
Jack Pearl 
cif Hall 
Temmy Dersey Orc 
*B OR Dp. & O. 
CADIELEAC 
4-Th-WEAF 
‘Lasalle Fashion 
Show’ 
Chas. LeMaire 
John Fredericks 
tddy Puchin Orc 
*MacManuos. J. & A. 
CAMPANA 
10 p.m.-F-WEAF 
‘First Nighter’ 
Den Ameche 
Barbara Luddy 
‘Aubrey, M. & W. 





3:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Grand Hotel 
Anne Seymour 
Lester Tremayne 
Betty Winkler 
*Aubrey. M. & W. 
JARNATION MILA | 
10-M-WEA# 
Lullaby Lady 
Maud Maller 
Frank Black 
tuth Lyon 
‘Erwin, Wasey 
CITIFS SERVICE 
8-F-WEAT 
Jessica Dragonette 
Rosario Bourden Or 
Revelers 
*T.ard & Thomas 


LAMONT CORLISS | ‘Story 


(Pond's) 
9:30-Tu-W4IZ 
‘Husbands & Wives’ 
Allie Lowe Miles 

Sedley Brown 
*J.. W. Thompson 
FORD 
Fri-9 :00-W IZ 
‘Universal Rhythm’ 
Rex Chandler, Dir. 
Caroleers 
Frank Baker 
°*N ,W. Ayer 
FIRESTONE 
8:30-M-WEAFE 
Richard Crooks 
Vocal Ensenibie 
*Sweeny-James 
FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Morin Sisters 
Ranch Boys 
*L. W. Ramsev 
GENERAL 
ELECTRIC 
4-M-WEAF 
‘Heur of Charm’ 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kay 
8 Little Words 
Lola & Rochelle 
Glee Club 
*Maxon 
GENERAL FroopDps 
(Calumet) 
5-Su-WIZ 
‘We. the People’ 
Phillips Lord 
Mark Marrnow Ore 
*Young & Rirhicam 
5:30-Su-W4Z 
(Tapioca) 
Stoopnagle & Budd 
Don Voorhees Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 


(Sanka) 


® p.m.-M- WIZ 
‘Bambi’ 
Helen Hayes 
James Meighan 
Wilmer Walter 
Vera Adams 
Lavra Bowman 
Mark Warnow Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 
(Syrup) 
8 p.m.-Tu= WIZ 
‘Log Cabin Dude 
Ranch’ 
Louise “Massey & 
Westerners 
Dott Massey 
Allen Massey 
Milt Mabie 
Larry Wellington 
Cameron Andrews 
John Milton 
(Maxwell) 
9-Th-WEAF 





Show Roat 

Lanny Ross 
‘Molasses ‘n’ Jan'y’ 
Pat Padgett 

Pick Malone 

Al Goodman Ore 
"Benton & Bowte 

(Jeli a 
7-Su-WEAF 


tack Renny 

Buck Jones 

Mary Livingston 

Kenny Baker 

Ren Wilson 

Phil Harris Ore 

"Youngs & Huvicam 
(Diamond Salt) 
3:15-Su-W43Z 

Adventures of Capt. 
Diamend- 

Alfre@ Swanson 

*Benton & Bowles 


GENERAL MILLIS 

5:50-M to F-WEAF 

‘Jack Armstrong 
All-American Boy’ 

Jim Ameche 

John Gannon 

Wm. Myers 

Jane Maikanus 

James Goss 

Gilbert Dongtias 

*Blackett S.-H. 


GEN’R'L MOTORS 
10-Su-WEAF 
ten. Motor Svmph 
Kirstin Thorburg 
*C'mpbell-Ewatd 
HOUSEHOLD 
FINANCE 
8:30-Ta- WAZ 
Mdger A Guest 
Bernardine fivnr 
Midney Ellatrom 
Gallticchios Ore 
‘Cc. D Frey 
HORLICK’S 
(Matted Milk) 
M te F-7:30-WAZ 
Lam & Abner 
Chester Lauck 
Norria Goff 





*Lord & Thomas 


HUDSON COAL 
2-Sn-WEAF 
Beneath the Sur- 

face’ 
Landt 3 & White 
Col Jim Healey 
*Laighton-Nelson 
HUMPHREY'S 
5:45-Su-Tu-Th-WJIZ 
‘Sweethearts of the 


Air 


Air 

| Breen & DeRose 
| Andy 
| *Biow 


Sannelila 


IODENT 
11:30 a.m.-Sa-WsZ 
‘Dress Rehearsal’ 
Joe Rines 
Mabel Albertson 
Morton Bowe 
Pinky Lee 


| *Maxon 


t 4 
CELLUCOTTON 


(Kleenex) 
12:15-M thru F- 
WEAF 
of Mary 
Marlin’ 
Joan Blaine 
| Bob Griffin 


Carleton 
Kleanor 


Brickert 
Harriot 


Harvey Hayes 
Judith Lowery 
Isobel Randolph 
Frank Pacelle 


*Lord & Thomas 


INT'L SILVER 
4:30-Su-W EAF 
‘Musical Camera’ 


J Cherniavsky Or 
Willie Morris 
*N. W. Ayer 
JEL SERT 
(Maple Mix) 


Sa-11:15 a.m.-WJZ 
‘Melody Romance’ 
Chas. Sears 
Harry Kogen Orc 
*“Roger & Smith 
JKEKGEN 
9-Su-WIZ 
Walter Winchell 
*Lennen & Mitchel) 
JONINSON & SUN 
(Floor Wax) 
8 p.m.-M-WEAF 
Fibber Meee & 
Melty’ 
“Warion & J Jordan 
Chartes Laveer 


Ted Weems 
*Needham. L. & B 
KELLOGG 
5:30-Dnily Ex. Sa- 
Sa-WJIZ 


Stnging Lady’ 
freene Wicker 


Milton Rettenberg 
pianist 
N. W. Ayer 
KRAFT-PHENIN 
10-Th-WEAE 
Bing Crosby 
Bob Burns 


Guiomar Novaes 
Patricia Ellis 
Kdward KE. Horton 
Jimmy Dorsey re 
"I Walt Thomp 


KRUEGER BREW 
10:30-M-WEAF 
‘fTrueger Musical 
Toast’ 
Sally Singer 
Jerry Cooper 
Ray Bloch, Dir. 
Debonaires 3 
*Biow 
LADY ESTHER 
8:30-Tu-W-WEATE 
Wayne King Ore 
*Stack-Globe 
IAOSE WIL. - 
9-Sa-WEA 
Snow Village 
Sketches’ 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fentellyv 
Newell-Emmett 
LUDEN'’S 
10:30 p.m.-Ta- 
‘RAR 
‘H’ wood Gossip’ 
Jimmy Fidler 
*J. M. Mathes 
MACH ARDEN 
(Trae Storws 
9:30-F-WEAPB 
Court of Ehumar 
Relations 
sill Pringle 
Ned Wever 
Wilmer Walker 
Alice Reinbeart 
Rita Johnson 
tleten Spring 
Vera Allen 
Fred Feiket, 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
*Arthur Kudner 
Manhattan Sean 
11:30 a.m.-Ta & Th. 
WEAF 
Wife Saver’ 
Allen Prescott 


Org 








*Peck 
oR. MILFS LAs 
(Alka -Setizer) 
9:00-Sa-WIZ. 
Nat'l Barn Dance 
Uncle Evzvta 
ful Belle 
Maple City 6 
T:15 M-W-F-WEAI 
Uncle Ezra. 
Station EZRA 
Pat Barrett 
Carleton Guy 
Nera Cunneen 
*Wade 
MODERN Froops 
4:30-Tu-WIZ 
‘Dog Heroes’ 
Hatry Swan 
*Clements 
MOLLE 
9 p.m.-Ta-WEAF 
Voice of the Pea 
ple’ 





Parl 
Wall 


s Johnson 
ice sSutter- 


worth 


*Stalk 


4 p. 


Tea 
yale 


*Henri. H 
(Mor 


Goble 
MORELL’S 
MFG. CO. 
m.-Th-WEAF 
‘Time’ 

Pare 

& McD 
0-O}1) 


4-W-WEAF 


Henry 


Busse Ore 


*Raggoley. H. & H 


NAT'L 


BIsCcUuIT 


9:30-F-WIZ 


"Twi 
Vict 
Hele 
Bud 


Mec 


N 


(Sealtest T. 


n Stars’ 

vr Moore 

n Broderick 

ty togers Orc 
ann-Erickson 
AT’L DAIRY 


ib) 


8-Sa-WEAF 


Saturday Night 
Party’ 
Jane Pickens 


Walter Cassels 


Roland Young 
Ethel Merman 
Efrem Zimbalist 


tobhy 


*J 
0 


Dolan Ore 
W. Thompson 
LDSMOBILLE 


1&50-Sa-WEAF 


Pad 


ucah Planta- 


tion’ 


Irvir 
Dork 


John 


Nort 


Clarence 


1 S. Cobb 
thy Page 
Mather 

nan Field 
Muse 


4 Blackbirds 


Harr 


D 


v Jackson Ore 
P Brother 
PACKER'S 
(Tar Soap) 


2:30-Su-WEAF 


‘T ha: 
ter 


Hanley 


*Sta 


9 


Fred 


Johnny 
Chas. 


Conr 


tcher Colt Mys 
y Scries’ 
Stafford 
ck-Goble 


PACKARD 


:30-Tu-W EAF 


Astaire 
yreen Ore 
Butterworth 
ad Thibault 


Francia White 


Trudy 


Woods 


*Young & Rubicam 
VACIFIC BORAX 
$:30-F-WIZ 


Dea 
dw 


th Vall'vy Dave 
in W Whitney 


lonesome Cowboy 


fean 
Johr 
Jeff 


\icCanna- 


King 
1 MacBryde 
Bryant 
Erick 


PEPSODEN' 


7 


Amos ‘n’ 


Daily-M-Th- 
WEAF 
Andy 


Wreeman Gosden 


‘hartes 


CF. 
tor 


Correll 
Minstrel Show) 
ad & Thomas 


PHILIP MORRIS 


8-Tu-WEAF 
Phil Duew 
G. B. Enters 


3 Sweetnearts 


\.eo 


Reisman's Ore 


Eten Boys 
c harles Martie 
*Biow 


rILisnu RY 


iris 


Wal 


ave Childrew 
45-Daily-WEAF 
Phillips 


ter Wicker 


Bess Johnson 








Radic 


freene Wicker 
tucy Gillman 


rec 
lear 
*ttu 


rRINCESS 

6: 
Tate of Today’ 
» Blaine 


A 
toa 
Har 
tau 
Wil 


ra 
Isat 


Ger 


Kat 


Viol 
lim 


Che 


fim 
lan 


Ma 


Cha 
tha 
Cori 


Ken 





‘Per 


of 


RNobhert 
Harriette Widmer 


3:30 Daily 
Su-WEAF-11:30 


WAZ; 


fack 


{lilda 


tutler 


1 Von Amon 

» MeGregor 
tehinson 

rat 
30-Su-WEAF 


vey Have 
rette Fillbrandt 
lard Farnum 
Griftin 


nk 
re | 


Pascelli 
Randolph 


*“Melunkin 
rcT'R &® GMBLF 


(Crisco) 


Ex. Sa 


a.m.-WIZ 
Vie & Sade 
Act Van Llarvey 
Millv Idelson 


nardine Flynn 


flvorv Soar: 


(Neils 
e AieComb 


lane Weet 


et Dunn 

mv Denelly 
Rubin 

sier Stratton 
mv Tansev 
ice Gilbert 


*Rlackman 


(Oxvdaol) 


3:15 Daily Uxeept 
Se & Su-WEAF 


Perking’ 


Virginia Payne 
Marjorie Hannan 


s Egelson 
Graham 
tner Batson 


Tohn Mathews 


ne Dearth 
Mandevilie 
Griffin 


*Piackett 


(Chinen? 


:45-M te Th-WEAF 
M tae F- 


5 a.m. 
WAZ 


sonal Celumna 
the Air’ 


*Blackman 
(Camay) 
M to os 10:30-WJIZ 
‘Pepper Young’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Betty Wragge 
Marion Barney 
Jack Roseleigh 
*Pediar & Ryan 
(ivory Soap 
11:45 a.m. Dally 
Ex Sa & Su-WJZ 
“Gospel! Singer 
Edward MacHugd 
*Blackman 


(Tvory) 
9:45-M-Th-F-WAZ 
Capt. Tim Healy 


*Blackman 
QUAKER OATS CO. 


Kaltenmeyer's Kino- 
derszarten’ 
5:30-Sa-WEAF 

| Rruce Kamman 

| Marion Jordon 

| Jim Jordan 

Johnny Wolf 

Thor Ericson 

Merrill Fueit 

tlarrvy Kogen 





| 
} 


Ore 


RALSTON PURINA 


(Ry Krisp) 
5-5:30-Su-WEAF 

Marion Tallev 
Josef Koestner’s Or 

*Cardaner 
| (Ralston Purena) 
5:15-M te F-WEAF 
‘Tom Mix Straight 

Shooters’ 

Rilly Tdelson 
Harpld Peary 
Percy Hemus 
Ranch Rovs 3 
Jane Webb 
*Gardner 

a. e. & 

2 p.m.-Su-WJIZ 
‘Magic or RCA 
Phila. Symph 
; Chas O'Connell, 
| Cond 
| George Copeland 
Rene Maison 
*ltLord & Thomas 

REAL SILK 
9:45-Su-WAZ 

“hind the L.vad 

lines 

cdwin C. Hill 
H irry Sosnik 
Burnett 
REGIONAL ADV 
11:30 a.m.-Tu-Sa- 


Ak 








Key 


Ore 


“Mystery Chef 
*McCann-Erickson 
SHEL! 
(Petroleum) 
9:30-Sa-WEAP 

Joe Cook 

Cornelia O. Skinner 

Ernie Watson Ore 

*J Walt Thompson 
SHERVW<N- 
WILLIAMS 

3 p.m.-Su-WEAF 


Met. Opera Audi- 
tions 
Lois Bennett 


Grace Panvini 
Conrad Mayo 
Wilfred Pelletier 
Edward JobPnson 
*c. W. Cecil 
SMITH BROS 
1:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Melody Matinee’ 
Muriel Dickson~* 
Morton Bowe 
Cavaliers 4 
Vietor Arden Ore 
*Brown-Torcher 
STANDARD 
BRANDS 
(Tenderleaf Tea) 
8-W-WEAPF 





One Man's Family 

Carleton E., Morse, 
author 

|. Anthony Smytne 


Minetta Ellen 
Kathleen Wilson 
Michael Rafetto 
Walter Patterson 
Barton Yarborough 
(Royal Gelat.n) 
8-Th-WEAF 
G. Thompson, Dir 
Rudy Vallee and 
Hie Conn Vanke 
Sheila Barrett 
Walter O'Keefe 
Edgar Bergen 
7:°30-Sn-W47. 
(Fleischmann 
Yeast) 
Robert Lo Ripley 
Harriett Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Cire 
*) Walt Thamp 
(Chase & Sanborn) 
8-Su-WABC 
You Want 
Be an Actor’ 
Haven MacQvarrie 
tob Sherwood 
*“J. W. Thompson 








‘Do to 





| ‘Waltz 





| Richard 


STERLING PROD. 


(Dr. Lyons) 
11:15 a.m.-M-Th-F- 
WEAF 
‘Back Stage Wife’ 

Vivian Fridell 

Ken Griffen 

Hitda Graham 

Henry Saxe 

Forrest Lewis 

Norman Gottschalk 

Alice Patton 

*Blackett-S.-H. 

11:30 a.m.-M-W-F- 
WEAF 


‘How 
ing’ 
Beatrice DeSvivera 
*BRlackett-S.-H. 
(Baver'’s Aspirin) 
8:30-Wed-WIAZ 
Ethel Barrymore 
*Blackett 
(Bayer’'s) 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
‘American Album’ 
Frank Muan 
Luevy Monroe 
Arden & Arden 
(ius Haenschen 
bert Hirsch 
(Phillips Mag) 
9-F-WEAF 
Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Bernice Claire 
Frank Munn 
(Dr. Lyons 
paste) 
9-Su-WEAF 
‘Manhattan Merry- 
Go-Round’ 
Pierre Le Kreun 
Rachel Carlay 
Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Ore 
Blackett 
«Phillips 


to Be Charm- 


Ore 


Tooth- 


Mas) 


8:50-M-WAZ 
‘Sweetest Sones 
Kver Sung’ 
Frank Munn 
Natal todanya 


Blackett 
(Dr Lyons Powder) 
8 p.m,.-W-WdIZ 
‘Revue de Paris’ 
Beatrice Lillie 
Hanley Stafford 
Victor Arden Orc 
*Blackett 
STUDEBAKER 
9:30-M-WEAF 
Himber 
*Roche-Wiltiams 
SUN OF 
6:45-Daily Except 
Sa-Su-WJIZ 
Lowell Thomas 
*Roche-Williams 
TASTYEAST 
7:15-Tu-W-Th-WJIZ 
‘Unsung Champs’ 
*J. P. Muller 
WANDEK CO 
(Uvaltine) 
5:45-Daily-W.4IZ 
Little Orphan A’ 
Henrietta Tedro 
Jack Mather 
Art Van Slyke 
Worrest Lewis 
Vie Smith 
Kugene McGillen 
*Riackett 
*Cecth ww & C, 
WAKNER 
iStoan'’s) 


9-M-WAZ 


Or 


20.000 Years tin 
Sing Sing’ 
Warden Lawes 
Ine Rell 
“eS Ww Cec il 
WASEY 
11:45 a m -M-W-F- 
Tu-Th-7:15 p.m. 
‘Voice of Experi 
ence’ 
*Wasev 
8:15-PFri-10-Mon- 
WAZ 
‘Singin’ Sam’ 
Harry Frankel 
*Waseyv 
WELCH 
(Grane Inteead 
R-F-WIZ 
(rene Rich 
*Kaetor 
WooDRRY'S 
(Jergens) 
9:15-Su-WAZ 
‘Rippling Rhythm’ 
Shep Fields 
Frank Parker 
TIudv Canova 
Annie 
Zeke 
*Lennen & Mitchet! 
Ine 


(Jergens) 
:30-M ta F-WEAF 
‘Follow the Moon’ 
Kilsie Hitz 
Nick Dawson 
*Lennen & Mitchell 





| 


COLUMBIA : 


WABC 





| AFFILIATED 
PROD. 


(Edina Wallace 
Hopper Cosmetics) 


12:50-M-F-WABO 
‘Romance of Helen 
rent’ 
VArginia 
Marie 
David 


Clark 
Nelson 
Gotthard 


(Jocur, Kissproof, 
Outdoor Girl Del 
ca-Brow Cosmetics) 


12:45-M te F-WABC 
“Rich Man's Darling’ 


11:00 a.m.-M to F- | Pesgy Allenby 
alse at 3:45 
p.m.-M, to F-WEAF 


rhe 


Ed Jerome 
Ona Munson 
*Blackett 


A ape 
&-Th-WABC 
Kaie Smith's Band 

Wagen 
lack Alitter’s Ore 
Walter Huston 
Ted Collins 
Le Brun Sisters 
Ambassadors 4 
"Paris & t’eurt 


AMERICAN 


(Risoedols 


&-F-WARC 
Riway Varieties" 
Osvar Shaw 


Carmela Ponselle 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden’e Ore 
(Koalynos) 
8% p.m.-Tu-WAKC 
Haimimerstein 
Music Hall 
Ted Hammerstetr 
lucy Laughlin 
lerrvy Mann 
Cissie Loftus 
Derethy Drestin 


*Biact 


=? 
mee 





AMERICAN 
TOBACCO CO 


| {Lueky Strike Cies 


Margaret 


HOME FRKEBLCT | 


19-Sa-WARBC 


Your Hit WVarade 
and Sweepstakes 

Harry Salter’s Ore 

Huddy lark 

Midith Dick 


Songamiths 4 

*Lord & Thomas 
ATLANTIC 
KEFINING 


37:15-Tu-Th-Sa- 
WABC 
‘Ma and Va’ 


Varker Fennelly 


Dee 


Ruth tussell 
Harry Humphreys 
N. W. Aver 
BENEPICEAT 
MANAGE CORP, 
(Persenal tarns) 
&-Su-WAKC 
Your I'nseen 
Mriend 
M WH fh. Jorehim 


Rosaline Greene 
Arlene Jacksen 
{lurry Satter's 
"Krank. 
CAMPBELI 
{Sonp) 
9-F-WARC 
Hollywond Hater 
‘Swing High, Swing 
Low’ 
Carole Lombard 
Fred MacMurray 
Krances Langford 
Anne Jamisoa 
Pick Poweii 
iouctla Pars 
Ntaymond Paige Or 


rer Gorin 


Ore 


ara 


ans 


(Tomato sulce) 
8-30-W-WARKC 
Burns & Allen 


Tony Martin 

Ken Niles 

Henry King’s Ore 

*r W. armstrong 

am" 
o. 


7:30-Sa-W ABC 
‘Carborundum Band? 
Ed. d.Anna, Cond, 
—— is Bowraan 


*B. D. & 
Cc TEVROLET 
MOTO 


6:30-Su- Ww. ABC 
Rubinoff 
Jan Peerce 
Virginia Rea 
*Campbell-Ewald 
CHRYSLER CORP. 

9-Th-WABC 
Major Bowes Ama- 

teur Hour 
*Ruthrauff & Ryan 


| COLGATE-PALM- 
OLIVE-PEET 
| (Palmolive Soap) 
9:30-W-WABC 
‘Palmolive Beauty 
Box Theatre’ 
Tessica Dragonette 
James Wilkinson 
Al Goodman's Ore 
10-W-WABC 
(Shave Cream) 
Susters’ 
Phitltips Lord 
William Wright 
Curley 
tinehart 





Gang 


Leo 
| Alice 
| Fred Lewis 
| (Dental Powder & 

(Cream) 
T0-Th-W ABC 
Your Adventure 
with F. Gibbons’ 
(Super Suds) 

2:15-M te F-WABC 

‘Myrt and Marge’ 
| Myrtle Vail 

Donna Dameret 
Damerel, Jr. 

lean Paul King 

Gene Morgan 

Rav Hedge 

Rilly Artzt Ore 

*Renton & towles 
| CONTINENTAL 

BAKING 
(Wonder Bread) 


(yen 


6:45 Dally ex. Sa & | 


Su-WABC 
Renfrew of 
Mounted’ 


the 


Laurie York Ers- 
kine, An. 
House Jameson 


Stratton 

Toan Baker 

tlantey Stafford 
tenton & Bowles 

THOS COOK & SON 
(Travel Service) 
2:45-Su-WABC 

Malcolm LaPrade 

| lew White 

} *E. D. Wertheimer 
CORN PRODUCTS 

| «Karo and Linit) 

| 1-M-W-F-WABC 

‘Five Star Revue’ 

Morton Rowe 

Meri Bell 

Bill Johnstone 

Pay Sinatra’s Ore 
FE. W. Hellwig 

CUDAHY PACK. CO 

| (Ola Duteh Cleanser) 

|} 9:45 a.m.-M to F- 

WABC 


Chester 


‘Rachelor’sChildren’ 
| Patricia Dunlap 
Mariory Hannan 
| Hugh Studebaker 
Olan Soule 
*Roche, Williams & 
Cunnyngham 
kK. B. DAVIS CO. 
(Cocomalt) 
6 -Su-W ABC 
Penner 
Hodges 
Gene Austin 
Coco and Candy 
Jimmie Ore 
*Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Et DU PONT DE 
NEMOURS & CO. 
8-W-WARC 
Cavalcade of Am. 
John Melntire 
Jeanette Nolan 
Georgia Backus 
Ted de Corsia 
Vrank Readick 
fav Collins 


t ee 
Jay 


Grier’: 





Ned Wever 

Carl Swenson 

Sam Repp 

4 rg Weist 

Wm. Johnstone 

ie rank Singiser, Nar. | 

Arthur Pryor, Jr., 
vr 

fenneth Webb. Au 

| Don Vaerhees’ Ore 


FELS & CO. 
(els Nantha Seap) 
1-Ta-Th-WABC 

Tack BRereh 
Mark Warnow’s Or 
“oung & Rubicam 
(Regins Jan. 19) 
roORD MOTOK 
9-Ta-WARC 
‘Watch the Fun Go 
Ry’ 
Al Pearce 
| Arlene Harris 
| Morey Amsterdam 
| Harry Foster 
} Todd 


Male 
| Andy Andrews 
| Teny Romano 
| Moenroe Upton 
| Travis tiate 
1%. J. Derry 
|; Phil Hanna 
| ‘Vin. H. Wright 
| larry Marsh's 
9-Su-WARC 
ord Sun. Eve. 
Hour’ 
Tan Chas 
| Vietor 
N W 
Cond, 
GEN BAKING 
5:20-Su-WABC 
| Guy 
His Orchestra 
i*RBD & O 


Ore 
iF 
Thamas 


Kolar, Cond 
Ayer 


GENERAL MILLS 
|; * (Wheaties, Bis- 
wiiek, Gold Medal} 


fiour, Softasilic) 
10 a.m.-M to F- 
WARBC 
Retty and Bob’ 
Elizabeth Reller 
Lester Tremayne 


| 10:15 a.m.-M to F- 
WABC 

| Modern Cinderella’ 
Rosemary Dillon 

| Kddie Dean 

ten Cage 

| 10:30 a.m.-M to F- 
WARC 


Retty Crocker 


| 
(0:56 a.m.-M te Th- 


All 


tiymns af 
Cherches’ 


Lombardo and | 


Joe Emerson 
Fred Jacky, Dir 
10:48 a.m.-M to F- 

WABC 
‘News’ 

John K. Watkins 
GILLETTE 
(Safety Razors and 
Blades) 
10-Su-WABC 
‘Community Sing’ 

Mi:ton Berle 

Wendell Hall 

Billy Jones 

Ernie Hare 

Andy Sannetia’s Ore 

Jolly Gillette 

*Ruthrauff & Ryan 

GROUP OF AMER- 
ICAN BANKS 

10-F-WABC 


‘Phila. Orchestra’ 

Eugene Ormandy 

*Wessel Co. 
GULF 


7:30-Su-WABC 


‘The Gasette’ 


Phil Baker 
Harry McNaughton 
Beetle 


Agnes Moorehead 
Artie é uerbac *h 
Harry Von ell 
Ed Smate, By rae 
onnaer 
\ 
Oscar Br: ai see 3 On 
7 G's 
*Young & Rubicam 
H. J. HEINZ CO 
11 a.m.-M-W-F- 
WABC 


‘Heinz Magazine of 
Air’ 

Erskine 

. Siegfried Lind- 
strom 


Mrs. Sidonie Gruen- 
berg 

Walter Hampden 

Delmar Edmundsoo 

Ann Elstner 

Elsie Mae Gordon 

Jerry Macy 

Reed Kennedy 


tay Collins 
Carieton Young 


Rita Allyn 
Dorothy Lowell 
Gretchen Davidsen 
Ted Reid 

B. A. Rolfe’s Ore 
*Maxon, Ine 


ILLINOIS 
CENTRAL R. R. 
7:30-Su-WBBM 

‘Headin’ South’ 
tich. Czerwonky 
Ruth Lyon 
Chevaliers 4 
Norman Ross 
*Caples Co 


KNOX GELATINE 
11:15 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
WABC 
‘Quality Twins’ 

| Ed East 
| Ralph Dumke 
Gene Ramey 
Dick Ballou's Ore 
*Federal 
LADY ESTHER 
10-M-WABC 
Wayne King’s Ore 
*Stack-Goble 
LEHN & FINK 


(Pebeco) 


12 Noon-M to F- 
WABC 

‘The Gumps’ 

Agnes Moorehead 

Wilmer Walter 

Jackie Kelk 

Himan Brown, Dir. 

*Lennen & Mitchel! 

(Hind'’s Honey end 


Almond Cream) 


12:15-M to F- 
WABC 
‘Between the Book- 

ends’ 

Ted Malone 

Fred Feibel 

| *William Esty Co, 
(Lysol) 

11:45 a.m.-M-W-F- 
WABC 

Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe 


Evelyn MacGregor 
*Lennen & Mitcheil 
LEVER BROs. 
(Lux Soap) 
9-M-WABC 

‘Radio Theatre’ 


Cecil B. DeMille 
Dir 

‘Criminal Code’ 

Kdw. G. Robinson 


bjeverley Roberts 

Lou Silvers Ore 

J. Walter Thompson 

(Rinse & Lifebuoy) 
8:30-Tua-WABC 

Al Jolsen 

Sid Silvers 

Martha Rave 

| Vietor Young's 

| (Rinso» 

11:30 a.m.-M to F- 

WABC 

‘Big Sister’ 

| Alice Frost 

Junior O'Day 

Heila Stoddard 

Martin Calbet 

Lilian Lauferty, 

Author 





Ore 


LMaETT & 
MYERS 
ChesterSeld Ciges) 
8:30-T-WABC 
Kay Thompson and 
Rhythm Singers 
Hal Kemp's Ore 
9-TV-WABL 

; Nino Martini 
Andre Kostelanet7 
Ore 
(Granger Cut 
Tobacco) 
7:30-Tu-Th-W ABC 
‘The Tewn Crier 
Alexander Woollcott 
FEnirmerr 
MANHATTAN 
SOAP CO. 
(Sweetheart Seap) 


736 «a.m.-W-F- 
WABC 





*Newett 


| 


‘The Wife Saver’ 


Allen Prescott 
James Witkinsen 
Oswald 


*Peck Arv. Agency 


NASH MOTORS 
9-Sa-W ARC 


Flovd Gibbons 
Kdith lLorand 
Sophie Tucker 


Vineent Lopez Orc 
“FI. W. Thompson 
NATIONAL ICE 
ADVERTISING 
(Ice & Ice Bares 
| $8:45 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
f WARBC 
Homemakers 
hange 
Eleaner Howe 





E x 


*RNuthrauf & Ryan | 


SS0C 
| 10-11 p.m, -Sun- Kis | 





ee 





*Donahue & Coe 
PHILCO 

7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
Sa-WABC. 


Boake Carter 
*Hutchine 


PONTIAC 
2-M-W-F-WABC 
‘News Through a 

Woman's Eyes’ 
Kathryn Cravens 
*McManus, John & 

Adams 
R. J. REYNOLDS 

TOB, 0. 
(Camel! (Ctenrettee) 
9:30-Tu-WABRC 
‘Jack Oakies Col- 

lege’ 
Lee Wiley 
Dr. Rockwell 
Georgie Stoll Ore 
Benny Geodman Ore 
*Wm. Cc. Esty Co. 
STEWART- 
WARNER 
f‘Atemite,r 
8-M-WABC 
Lysbeth frughes 
Roh MeCoyv 
Larry Cottone 
Horace Heidt 
Ernie Passoja 
King Sisters 
3 Trumpeteers 
Jerry Bowne 
Alvino Rey 
*Havs MacFarland 
SWIFY & CO. 
(Sunbrite) 
5-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Junior Nurse Corps’ 
Lucy Gillman 
Sanda Love 
Helena Ray 
Donala Weeks 
Fran Carlon 
Parker Wilsen 
Jack Brinkly 
tobert Romaine 
Pugh 
William 4Amsdell 
*Stack-Goble 
TEXAS CO. 

8 :30-Su-WABC 
“Texaco Fire Chief 
Eddie Cantor 
Harry Einstein 
Deanna Durbin 
Bobby Breen 
Jimmy Wallington 


Ore 


Jess 





Tacques Renard's Or 
*IHlanff-Metzger 


TIME, INC. 
10:30-Th- WAKO 
“March of Tima’ 
William Geer, 
Editor 
> B DBD. & O. 

U. Ss. TOBACCO 
(Dill's Best) 
8:30-M-WARO 

‘Pipe Smoking Time’ 
Pick & Pat 

Landt 3 & White 
Benny Krueger's Or 
"Arthur Kudner 

VICK CHEM. Co. 

8-Su-WABC 
‘Vick's Open 
Nelson Eddy 
Nadine Conaor 
J. Pasternack’s Org 
*Morse 

WARD BAKING 

6:15-M-W-b- 
WAKBC 
‘News of Youth’ 
Laddie Seaman 
*Fletcher & Illia 


WHEATENA COKP 


House’ 


7:15-M-W-F-WARG 

*‘Popeve, the Sailer’ 

Flovad Thomas 
Buckley 

Olive La Moy 


Charles Lawrence 
Timmy Donnelty 


Ernie Watson, are 
ranger 

Victor Astor Er- 
win's Ore 

Kelvin Keech, An- 


neuncer 
*RNohrabauch & 
Gibson 


WM. WRIGLEY, 
JR... CO. 
7-M Vhern Th- 
WARK 
‘Poetic Melodies’ 
Jack Fulton 
Franklyn Mac- 
Cormact 
Rilly Mills’ Ore 
* Neisser-Meverhoft 
7-F-WARC 
‘Moriimer Gooch’ 
Bob Bailey 
Louise Fitch 
Clair Baum 


Al Hallis 

John van Crinkhite, 
Author 

"ouis Jacke 
Producer 


»bson, 





MUTUAL 


WOR 





ARMIN VARADY 
12:30-Su-WGN 
Perry Como 
Elmo Tanner 
C’try Wasbburne 
ted Ingle 
Pierre Andre 
Ted Weems 
*Sedlers 
CRAZY WATER 
HOTEL CO. 
1-1:15 p.m.-M-W-F- 
WOR 


Ore 


‘Music from Texas’ 
Jack Amlung Ore 
Mary Hagman 
*Luckey Bowman 


CROWN OVERALL! 





7:45 p.m.-Th-WLW | 

‘Pleasant Valtltiey) 
Frolic’ 

Charles Seel 


Dan Carson 
Chas. Dameron 
Retivy L Arnold 
Florence Golden 
Charles Wayne 
Devore Sis 
William Greene 
Claire Grenville 
Joe Lugar Ore 
*H. W. Kastor 


FELS NAPTHA 
1:45-M-W-F-WGN 
Tom. Dick & Harry 
Gordon Vandover 
Bud Vandover 
Marlin Hurt 
Carl Hoetle 
rd Allen 
*Youne & Rubicam 
FENDRICK 
(Denby Cigar) 
1:50-Su-WEW 
‘Smoke Dreams’ 
*Rutbrauff-Ryan 
FRESH MILK END. 
6:30-7-Su-WGN 
‘Stars of Milky Way’ 
Bob Trendler Orc 
Gina Vanna 
Wayne Van Dvyne 
The Grenadiers 
*Subrev. Moore, 





Wallace 
GENERAL 
12:45 


MELLES) 
p.m.-VM-te-F- 
WEN 
‘Love Sone’ 
Anne Davenport } 
Mthel Owen 
Chas. Keleston 
Jess Puch 
Henry Saxe 
David Gotthard 
Donna Creed | 
*R S.-Hummert 
GORDON 

BAKERIES 
7:30-M-F-W-WAY7 
‘Tone Roncer 
*Selht 


COSPEL A 4 oct 
AS 





| Evangelical Talks 


| Ray 
Arnold 


No Agency 
MEAT 
PRODUCTS 
6 p.m.-Su-WOR 
Amateur Night 
Knight 
Johneon O- 
*Wim Esty 
LEHN & FINK 
! o.m.-M to F- 
WGN 
‘Life of Marvy 
Sothern’ | 
Minabelle Abbott | 
*Lennen & Mitchell 





LOCAL DEPART- 
MENT STORE 
9 a.m, Th-WOR 
‘Morning Matinee’ 
Guy Lombardo 
Clyde Pangbora 
Lawrence Cray 
Claire Whitney 
*Dorland 
LUTHERAN 
1-4:36-Sa-WLW 
*Kelly Stahiman 
MeFADDEN PUBS, 
10 p.m.-Tau-WoR 
9:30-Tu-WLW 
*True Detective 
Mysteries’ 
MeKESSON & 
ROBBINS 
9:45 a.m.-Th 
*‘Reauty Forum’ 
E v. Meadows 
*Brown & Tat 
MENNEN 
10-M-WOR 
‘Famous Jury 
Trials’ 
"WW irold 
Kileen 
Sidney 
Luise Squire 
Rikel Kent 
Franklin Bingmaa 
Don Morrison 
Louis Levy 
Chas Doherty 
Bess McCammos 
Harry Lang 
Richard Kelth 
*Nieswetter 
MURINE 
8:30-Tu-WGN 
‘Listen to This’ 
Jack Brooks 
Kay St. Germaine 
Lew Diamond Ure 
Liars Club 
Vie Smith 
Gill Shaw 
Florence Grower 
Clare Paum 
Cecile Roy 
Ken Griffet 
*Vanderbee & R 
OLSON RUG CO. 
3:30-5:45 pim.-Sue- 
WG&N 
‘Romantic 
enaders’ 
Presba, Tellera, 


*her 


Carr 
Palmer 
Slon 


Ser. 


Presba 

reRt MILK 

CHERSE CO. 
tists 


a.m.-To-Th- 
weit 


‘Petticoat 
phys’ 
Isubelle 
Hewson 
*Hanit-Metzger 
355 Co 
‘SSS Tonics 
8:30-W-WEW 


‘Tonic Time’ 


I’hileso- 


Manning 


Ellis Frakes 
Harold Carr 
Flora Blackshaw 


V Marucct Ore 
WANDER CO. 


(Ovattines 


3-M te F-WGN 
Molly af Moview 
Ray Jones 


Henrietta Tedroe 
Catherine Campbell 
Jeanne Juvetier 
Kirby Hawke 
Gene Byron 
Riaeletf @ oF 
WASEYVY PROD. 
2 o.m.-7:30 acm - 
Sn-M-Ta-W-F- WOR 
lecoh Tarshish 
‘The Lamohehter 
*rwin Wasey 





George Gautney, 


former chief en- 


gineer, has replaced J. W. Woodruff, 


P) 


Ga. Woodruff quit 


versity of Georgia. 


as manager of WRBL. Columbus, 


to enter the Uni- 
Yom Jackson [Ss 


the station’s new program director 





Ford Rush, original’ partner of 
‘Glen (Powell) and later of three- 
}some, Gene (Carroll). Ford and 
| Glenn, now on WGY.,. Schenectacye, 


with a children’s 


‘Lullaby Time, 


three nights weekly. 
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Inside Stufi—Radio 





Shock was received last week by organized ‘drys’ of the United States, 
when the National Institute of Manufacturers and Distributors, Inc., ac- 
cused blue-noses of ‘bootlegging.’ 

Charge did not involve illicit transportation of intoxicating liquors, but 
complained that radio broadcasts carrying dry propaganda had been piped 
across the U. S.-Mexican boundary from Dr, John R,. Brinkley’s XERA, 
thus violating U. S. law. 

Formal complaint was lodged with Federal Communications Commis- 
sion by C. D. Cecil, Institute secretary, against Ethel Hubler, editor and 
publisher of The National Voice of Los Angeles, Calif., charging that pro- 
grams had been bootlegged from XERA ‘over approximately 60 other 
stations in 30 different states.” Lady dry leader was quoted as saying that 
her broadcast would emanate from Del Rio, Tex., and be transmitted from 
XERA. “This announcement would indicate violation of the Federal Com- 
munication Commission Act of 1934,’ Cecil declared. ‘The radio broadcast- 
ing station named XERA is located on foreign soil, at Villa Acuna, Mexico, 
and the Communications act of 1934 specifically prohibits transmission of 
programs from the United States to foreign stations which can be heard 
in the United States. 

‘Further, this announcement by The National Voice suggests that this 
foreign station, XERA, one of the so-called ‘bootleg’ stations along the Rio 
Grande, which seriously interfere with the operation of stations in the 
United States licensed by your Commission, has been made an integral 
part of a broadcasting chain in this country which includes 60 stations 
in 30 states,’ complaint continued. 





Libel suit for $100,000 against Dennis Cardinal Dougherty and two other 
Roman Catholic clergymen, brought by Judge Joseph F. Rutherford, radio 
lecturer for Jehovah’s Witnesses, was last week dismissed by Federal 
Judge Oliver B, Dickinson in Philadelphia. 

Plaintiff alleged he was libeled in a letter he asserted Rev. James J. 
Clarke wrote to WIP protesting against Rutherford being allowed on that 
station’s time. According to suit, letter stated that ‘Judge Rutherford 
attacks the Catholic church, misrepresents her teachings and foments 
religious hatred and bigotry.’ Rutherford claimed letter was written at 
instigation of Cardinal Dougherty and Rev. J. Carroll McCormick, who is 
now in Rome with Cardinal. 

Amos ’n’ Andy broadcast from Palm Springs, Cal., had NBC technicians 
working out a three-way hookup. Organ music was piped in from St. 
Paul’s Episcopal church downtown when blackface team objected to 
studio’s electric organ. With A & A on the desert, third cut-in was pro- 
vided by the studio chimes. Basil Loughrane of the Lord & Thomas Chi- 
cago office came west with the long-run air act to look after the setup. 
Bill Hay, announcer, is also on the Coast and will likely be used on other 
NBC programs, 

Rivalry between Scripps-Howard’s Continental Radio and U. S. Broad- 
casting Co., creation of William Dolph, man-of-all-work at WOL, Wash- 
ington, is dying out. 

Already embroiled in one tough tussle, Dolph is trying to pull out of a 
race with Continental and two other competitors for the right to erect a 
station at Toledo. Motion to dismiss without prejudice was entered sev- 
eral days ago when hearing was called on U. S. Broadcasting’s application 
for a permit to put up a 100-watter in the Ohio city using 1200 ke. Is 
pending currently before Examiner George Hill. 

Dolph and Scripps-Howard are contestants for the 1210 spot here soon 
to be vacated by WOL, which will hoost power and switch frequency. 
Other Toledo scrappers are Community Broadcasting Co. and WALR, 
Zanesville, which wants to change location. 

Dolph withdrawal was occasioned by unfavorable examiner’s report on 
the Scripps-Howard application for similar facilities. In that case, finding 
was made that Toledo does not require additional service. Under these 
conditions, Dolph could see no profit in arguing that he should be allowed 
to do business at Toledo, 

a omeeliantend 

Switchover taking place in Waterbury, Conn,, between Yankee-Colonial- 
Mutual affiliates and the Inter-City outlet. WBRY (old W1IXBS) is now 
sligned with the Shepard interests, and leaves the Inter-City System. 

Meantime WATR becomes the Inter-City station. Currently operates 
part time on 100-watts, but is skedded for full time this spring. 

ss 

Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. has ceased representing 
WHAM, Rochester, and replaced it on the list with WHEC, in the #11e 
city. The WHEC affiliation is not on an exclusive basis. 

Tieup with WHAM was for the Chicago area only, and Transamerica 
could not induce the station, to make it national. 

~_— 

Federal government’s oldest radio feature, Farm and Home Hour, will 
continue at present pace during next fiscal year. 

Although many propaganda expenditures were sliced, Agriculture 
department will have identical amount, $29,140, for preparation of radio 
programs under the budget sent to Congress last week. 


SINCLAIR SETS TIME; WMAL Lease Extended 
PROGRAM UNCERTAIN Washington, Jan. 12. 











Three-year lease of WMAL here, 
Sinclair Refining, through the 


Federal agency, has placed an order 
with CBS for the Wednesday and 
Friday 10:30-45 p.m. time spot start- 
ing approximately April 1. 

Agency has not specified exact 
starting date or program. Flock of 
Prospective stanzas has been eyed 
Since an attempt to etherize a pro- 
gram along the lines of a lottery 
was nixed by both chains. 





Geo. Sterling’s New Duties 


Baltimore, Jan. 12, 

George E. Sterling has been upped 
from FCC inspector in Fourth Radio 
district (Maryland, Delaware, D. C., 
Virginia) to post of assistant to W. 
D. Terrell, chief of the FCC Field 
ction, in Washington headquar- 
ters, 

Succeeding Sterling here is Charles 
A. Ellert, local lad who has been on 
Staff of FCC’s Balto branch for 
seven years. 





Mannering to WHK-WJAY 


Columbus, Jan. 12. 
B. A. Mannering, assistant man- 
ager of WHKC, will become head of 
the accounting department for the 
United Broadcasting Co. (WHK- 
WJAY), in Cleveland on Jan. 15. 
WHKC announcer Charles Lutz 
left for Cleveland last week to join 
the staff of WJAY. 





including bigger rental and pro- 
visional agreement to install new 
transmitter, was negotiated last week 
by NBC and M. A. Leese Radio Corp. 
Insures web of two outlets in the 
Capital until 1940. Chain also in- 
itialed papers for new studios here. 


Extension of expiring five-year 
pact was worked out by Maj. Lenox 
R. Lohr, NBC prez, with understand- 
ing that web will boost the annual 
ante from $36,000 to $38,000. With 
NBC asking for power boost for 
WRC, its wholly-owned local sta- 
tion, contract contemplates use of 
present WRC transmitter by WMAL 
if, as, and when the Communications 
Commission assents to the juice jolt. 
No definite agreement about com- 
pensation for the WRC plant was 
reached, however. 


During quick trip to look over 
local situation, Lohr also signed con- 
tract with Trans-Lux Theatre Corp. 
covering rental of 17,000 square feet, 
the entire top floor, of the newsreel 
theatre now going up in downtown 
sector. Upon completion, slated for 
early summer, chain will move ex- 
ecutive offices and quarters for both 
Washington stations from the Na- 
tional Press Building to the Trans- 
Lux structure. 





Stoney McLinn, sports caster of 
WIP, was last week elected secretary 
of Philly sports writers association. 
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Network Chart | 


NBC NEW BUSINESS 
Pontiac Motor Co.: ‘Pontiac Varsity 
Show’ (program to emanate from 
college campuses throughout the 
country), Fridays, 10:30 to 11 p. m.,, 
beginning Jan. 22; for 13 weeks. 
Basic Red, WLW, WCOL, WIRE, 
WGL, WOOD, SE, WSOC, WWNC, 
WFBC, WCSC, SC, WJDX, SW, 
KTHS, KTBS, KGBX, KGNC, KARK, 
NW, Red Mt., Pac. Red, KTAR, 

North Mt., KFBK, KWG, KMJ. 
Procter & Gamble (White Nap- 
tha): ‘The Good Samaritan,’ dramatic 








Farrier, the New NBC Television Boss, 
Is Both an Engineer and Showman 











family script by Irma Phillips with 
organ theme, Mondays through Fri- 
days, 4:45 to 5 p. m., beginning Jan. 
25, for 22 weeks. Basic Red (except | 
WIRE, WLW, WRVA, WTAR, WJAX, 
WFLA, WIOD, WSM, WMC, WSB, 
WAPI, WSMB, KVOO, WKY, WFAA, 
KPRC, WOAI, WTMJ, KSTP, WEBC, 
WDAY, KFYR, Red Mountain and 
Red Coast. 

Duff-Norton Mfg. Co. (lifting 
jacks): “The House That Jacks Built’ 
from home of T. A. McGinley, 
Sewickley Heights, Pa., with organ 
and guest artists, Fridays, 7:45 to 8 
p. m., beginning Feb. 26; for 13 
weeks, Via WEAF, WMAQ, KDKA. 


NBC RENEWALS 


Standard Brands (Fleischmann’s 
Yeast for Bread): ‘Bakers Broadcast,’ 
beginning Jan. 3; for 52 weeks. Basic 
Blue, WCKY, WEAN, WICC, WABY, 
WCOL, SE, WSOC, WWNC, SC, 
JDX, SW, KTHS, KTBS, NW, Blue 
Mountain and Blue Coast, KTAR, 
KARK. 

American Can Co.: ‘Ben Bernie 
and All the Lads,’ beginning Jan. 26; 
for 13 weeks. Basic Blue, WLW, SE, 
SC, WJDX, SW, KTBS, KTHS, NW, 
Blue Mountain and Blue Coast, 
KTAR, WEAN, WICC (KGW to be 
ordered Jan. 26 to March 30; KEX 
starts April 6). 

Pepsodent: ‘Amos ’n’ Andy,’ begin- 
ning Jan. 1; for one year. 7 to 7:15 
p. m. stanza hits the Basic Red up to 
and including WWJ, WLW, KSD, 
WHO; 11 to 11:15 p. m. version hits 
WMAQ, WIRE, WOW, WDAF, WSM, 
WMC, WSB, WSMB, WKY, Dallas, 
KPRC, WOAI, Red Mountain and 
Red Coast. 

Sun Oil: ‘Lowell Thomas—The 
Day’s News.’ beginning Feb. 2; for 52 
weeks. WJZ, WBZ-A, WBAL, 
WMAL, WSYR, KDKA, WXYZ, 
WLW, WTAM, WEBR, WEAN, 
OOD, CRCT (WRVA, WJAX, WFLA, 
WIOD on M-W-F only). 

Cities Service Co.: ‘Cities Service 
Concert, beginning Feb. 5; for 52 
weeks. Basic Red (except WIRE), 
WSAI, CRCT, SE, WSOC, WWNC, 
SW, KTBS, NW, KOA. 

Cummer Products (Molle shaving 
cream and Energine; please note 
change in client’s name): ‘Sidewalk 
Interviews,’ with Wallace Butter 
worth and Parks Johnson, beginning 
Jan. 5; for 52 weeks. Basic Red, 
WIRE (WCKY to Jan. 5 only) (WSAI 
starts Jan. 12) (Red Mountain and 
Basic Pacific Red on rebroadcast, 
11:15 to 11:30 p. m.). 


CBS NEW PROGRAMS 


Fels & Co.: Program to be an- 
nounced, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1 
to 1:15 p. m., beginning Jan. 19; for 
39 weeks. Via Albany, Boston, Buf- 
falo, Cleveland, Detroit, St. Louis, 
Worcester, Minneapolis, Rochester, 
Hartford, Kansas City, New York 
City, Philadelphia, Providence, Syr- 
acuse, Binghamton, Springfield. 

CBS RENEWALS 


American Tobacco (Lucky Strike): 
‘Your Hit Parade and Sweepstakes,’ 
beginning Jan. 23; for 13 weeks. Via 
same hookup as before (90 some sta- 
tions), 

MUTUAL NEW PROGRAMS 


Olson Rug Co.: ‘Romantic Serenad- 
ers’, musical, Sundays 3:30 to 3:45 
p. m., beginning Jan. 10; until April 
4. Via WGN, WLW, WOR, WRVA. 

McKesson & Robbins: ‘Meadows’ 
Beauty Forum’ beauty talks by Ed 
Meadows, Thursdays, beginning Jan. 
7; for 13 weeks. Stanza at 9:45 to 10 
a. m. hits WOR, CKLW, WAAB, 
WGAR; beginning Jan. 28 a broad- 
cast from 10:30 to 10:45 a. m. will be 
issued to WGN, KOIL, WHB. 

Gospel Broadcasting Assti.: ‘Evan- 
gelical Talks,’ Sundays, 10 to 11 p. m., 
beginning Jan. 3; for 52 weeks. En- 
tire program to Don Lee and WIND; 
10:30 to 11 section for KVOD, KOIL, 
KSO, WMT. 

Journal of Living (magazine): 
Victor H. Lindlahr talks, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 12 to 12:30 p. 
m., beginning Jan. 25. WOR, WAAB, 
WEAN. 

MUTUAL RENEWALS 

Crown Overall: ‘Pleasant Valley 
Frolics, beginning Jan. 7; for 52 
weeks. WGN, WLW, WOR, CKLW. 

Fels and Co.: “Tom, Dick and 
Harry,’ beginning Jan. 18; for 39 
weeks. WGN, WLW. 


| titled 
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Syd Chatton Frisco Show 
Feeds to KFI, Los Angeles 


San Francisco, Jan. 12. 

Syd Chatton, impersonator, has 
been given the nod by the Kay 
Jewelry of Oakland for a new series 
of Sunday afternoon programs over 
KPO, San Francisco. Quarter-hours, 
‘Stars on Parade,’ present 
Chatton in impersonations of Holly- 
wood celebs. They replace the Kay 
Matinee script shows formerly han- 
dled by University of California 
Players. 

Beginning Jan. 24, KFI, Los An- 
geles, will also air the Chatton pro- 
grams, which originate at NBC stu- 
dios here. Sidney Garfinkel agency 
handles the account. 


BILL FAY TO TRAVEL 
A LOT DURING 1937 


Rochester, N. Y.. Jan. 12. 

Bill Fay, general manager of Sta- 
tion WHAM, is freeing himself from 
as much detail as possible. Wants 
to devote a lot of time to traveling 
and selling for the station. 

Jack Lee steps into the job of 
WHAM studio manager under Fay. 
Lee is of the Hank and Herb comedy 
team and a former vaudevillian. 


Strike C louds 


(Continued from page 35) 























formation is available as yet. Through 
Brown & Tarcher. 


General Foods (Post Bran Flakes): 
one of the two GF accounts jump- 
ing into spot in a sizable way. Cam- 
paign will hit 13 cities, with three 
quarter-hours per week. Programs 
are to be disc serials, released by 
Benton & Bowles. 


General Foods (Grape Nut Flakes); 
second GF campaign is definite, but 
still not completed. Also a 13-week 
test in a dozen cities with three 
quarter-hours per week. Will be 
‘Buck Jones’ discs placed by Young 
& Rubicam. 

Edgeworth Tobacco and Domino 
Cigarettes: extension of a campaign 
originally skedded for 10 cities; 11 
new ones now added as follows: 
WBAL, Baltimore; WJSV, Washing- 
ton; WHA Rochester; KGO, San 
Francisco; WCSH, Portland; WJAR, 
Providence; KOL, Seattle; KDKA, 
Pittsburgh; WCCO, Minneapolis; 
WGR, Buffalo; KMOX, St. Louis. 
Stanzas are half-hour discs labeled 
‘Moments You Never Forget,’ cut by 
World. Marschalk & Pratt is agency. 


Matrix Shoet Geyer, Cornell & 
Newell now working on a campaign 
which isn’t set completely. Probably 
quarter-hour e.t.’s, 


Lambert Pharmacal: has bought 
quarter-hours over WHP, Harris- 
burg, and announcement reservations 
over KWTO, Springfield (Mo.), but 
the product isn’t picked as yet to fill 
the schedules, Through Lambert & 
Feasley. 


Fellows Syrup: has scheduled time 
signals and cut-in announcements 
via WEEI and WNAC, Boston; 
WTIC and WDRC, Hartford, and 
WEAN and WJAR, Providence. 
Through Nelson-Gilliam. 

Montgomery Ward: renewing 
‘Travels of Mary Ward’ discs over 
approximately 15 stations in the 
Midwest. Schedules call for six 
quarter-hours per week. 

IGA (independent grocers): re- 
newing ‘Girl in @ Million’ discs over 
a score of Midwest stations. Three 
quarter-hours per week. 

American Separator Co.t showing 
interest in announcements over farm 
stations. Through John Falkner 
Arndt, Philadelphia, 

Webster-Eisenlohrt spot campaign 
of five-minute periods in the works 
at N. W. Ayer. 

Marvel Cigarettest interested in 
sports resumes and reviews. Through 
Aitkin-Kynett, Philadelphia. 

Vem (nose remedy): testing via 
WCSH, Portland, through Lockey 
Bowman. Campaign, to run for 10 
weeks, consists of three cut-ins and 
one one-minute announcement daily, 
six-a-week, 

Ironized Yeast: renewals antici- 
pated through Ruthrauff & Ryan. 





Maurice Lowell of Chi NBC pro- 
duction staff, has authored manual 
on radio biz which will be published 
this month by Dodge Publishing Co. 





Chicago, Jan. i2. 
Charles Farrier, the engineer and 
showman who goes to New York as 
head of NBC television development, 
was famous at the Chicago World’s 
fair among his colleagues. They 
claimed he knew every wire and 
fixture and switch on the lot and 
could find ’em blindfolded. Before 
that he had the unusual job of 
making the $250,000 Buckingham 
fountain in Chicago show a little 
life. Me made a Ziegfeld production 
out of it. 
When the Fair opened in 1933 
Farrier was appointed first assistant 
to Lohr, In 1934, he was placed in 
charge of Special Events, the division 
held largely responsible for the suc- 
cess of the exposition. Here, with a 
staff of specialists including Captain 
Jack Reilly, Colonel John Hought- 
ling, Shepherd Vogelgesang, Fred- 
erick Donaghey, P. J. Morrison, and 
others, he became sole director of all 
special events and occasions. His 
job required direct management of 
the Hall of Science, with its theatre, 
the Hall of States, and the Lagoon 
Theatre, whose 12,000,000 seats he 
kept filled day and night. 
Farrier knows television from the 
angle of science but also has ideas 
about it as everyday entertainment. 
In coming from his present Tennesse 
Valley Authority appointment in 
Tennessee, to head the NBC and 
RCA department of Television, he 
will occupy potentially the number 
one job in future television, 


WXYZ COMMERSH IN 
SPREAD TO PACIFIC 


Detroit, Jan. 12. 





serial over the eastern half of the 
country for the past four years, exe 
pands to the west coast next Mon- 
day (18) over the Don Lee web, 
West Coast sponsor is Western Ba- 
keries of Southern California. Deal 
signed by H. Allen Campbell, 
WXYZ’s g.m., on a plane trip to the 
Coast last week, Gordon Baking 
Co. of Detroit (Silvercup bread) 
continues as bankroller of the regu- 
lar ‘Ranger’ broadcast earlier in the 
evening over WOR, Newark; WGN, 
Chicago; WSPD, Toledo; WXYZ, 
Detroit, and the Michigan net. Gor- 
don Baking has distribution only in 
these areas. 

New setup will necessitate three 
dramatizations nightly of the three- 
time weekly serial, written by Fran 
Striker and acted by WXYZ’s Studio 
Players under James Jewell. First 
broadcast, from 7:30 to 8 p.m., EST, 
will go out over WOR, WSPD, 
WXYZ, and its web; another at 8:30, 
EST, which goes only to WGN, and 
poe third, at 10:30, EST, for the Lee 
net. 

All commercial spieling for the 
Coast program will be done in Los 


cue to Coast announcer. Net setup 
will necessitate no change in show’s 
script, although ‘Silver,’ name of 
‘Ranger’s’ horse, has come to be 
identified with Silvercup bread. 





Hard-to-Please Sponsor 
Grabs Singer From East 


San Francisco, Jan. 12. 

After turning thumbs down on all 
available local acts, Hastings Cloth- 
ing Co., through NBC Artists Serv- 
ice, auditioned Dick Newton, former 
CBS singer-pianist from the east, 
last week and signed him the fol- 
lowing day. Newton starts a weekly 
quarter-hour spot for Hastings 
Thursday (14) at 9:45 p.m., PST, 
over KPO, 

Fee Newton will receive is con- 
siderably above average paid local 
acts, 


New Maps Around WLW 


Cincinnati, Jan. 12. 
Additions to the staff of Crosley's 
WLW and WSAI, under Bob Ken- 
nett, production manager: Ray Shan- 
non from vaude; Gertrude Onnen, of 
Baltimore; Bill Brown, ex-chief an- 
nouncer of WFBR, Indianapolis; 








Mary Paxton Young, vocalist, also 
from WFBR. She is dropping the 
last name, 

Jack Thornquist, formerly of the 
Ralph Jones agency here, has joined 
the Crosley commercial department 
as assistant to Frank M. Smith, 





‘Lone Ranger,” WXYZ’s westerm 
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BEATRICE LILLIE DR. HARRY AIKEN’S SPELLING | PARAMOUNT SILVER JUBILEE FLOYD GIBBONS 
‘The Honest Working Girl’ BEE Honoring Adolph Zukor Follow-Up Comment xvas Adventures 
De Ly< Geineded 7 7 as 45 p.m 30 ‘Mins. 
DR. LYONS TOOTHPASTE Saturday, 7 p.m. urs. 8: -m. 
Wed. 8 p.m. CHASE & SANBORN COFFEE KFI, Los Angeles Mow Wark Gentes detcceni inlrtia. ln i 
WIZ, New York. WMCA, New i ) That mythical ‘million dollar) day spread Saturday (9) on occasion| WABC, New York 
aiiee illts "hameeek ws pee De. Harry Aiken | Show’ had a narrow escape from | of its fifth anniversary had an impos- (Benton & Bowles) 
on ir ae Saree te ant | eactetaty tt hate 3 l dee Chase | being counterparted in Paramount's| ing array of guest stars down for the| Another in the season’s freak 
nice sockeroo on her first time out certainly gets a of 4 Ay cone tribute to its founder and present| 9 Dan. aiting over WOR, Mew. Work.| parade. with. Flora Gibbeas an 
chen — a Fearne By G. i Washinston coffee head, Adolph Zukor, to commemo-| About five broadcasts in toto were|ringmaster. Lacks the human in. 
- . - i i i > sh sas 
It’s ali a problem of material. Af-| on a simultaneous half-hour, on a) — =e BR geet we a age oe the day. Jack) terest appeal of such self-exhibition- 
ter promising beginnings, her ma- it, e irror’s 


terial-in previous radio adventures 
tended to thin out. If that can be 
avoided here, the verdict is an en- 
core on what’s been said before—she 
possesses on the air as upon the 
stage, a heavy load of what it takes. 
Her delivery and timing and dic- | 
tion and all the rest is de luxe. In 
between, Vic Arden makes pleasant 
music, Land. 





REP, LUTHER PATRICK 
Interviews 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 3:30 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
Before election to the 75th Con-| 
gress, Patrick was a radio spieler | 
in Montgomery and _ Birmingham | 
(Ala.), Singleton shot by CBS (4), | 
assigning the incumbent to man-on- 
the-street chores, brought out the 
ether streak in him, and he really 
went to town. Looks like there’s 
one Congressman now who can han- 
dle the mike without using the ‘My- 
fellow-Americans’ stuff. . 
Patrick’s only fault is that he gets | 
too cute. Using a tangy, drawly | 
style, he has a tendency to talk of 
foreign affairs in the same vein as 
the weather, giving too little evalua- | 
tion to his materials. Essaying aj 
light vein in Washington is some-| 
thing, but buffoonery is too far the | 
other way. 
Patrick interviewed half a dozen | 
candidates, some of ’em fellow Con- | 
gressmen. Topics ranged from arma- 
ments to balancing the budget, and 
the interviews were, of course, more 
amusing than informative. 
Congressman-spieler would make 
a good name for the file of handy 
Washington gabbers. Not long on 
political analysis, but valuable as a 
change-of-pacer in the windy city. 
Edga. 








‘MA and PA’ 
With Parker Fennelly, Margaret Dee, 

Ruth Russell, Harry Humphreys 
Serial 
ATLANTIC REFINING 
Tues., Thurs., Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
WABC, New York 

(N. W. Ayer) 

In the homesteads this should 
click. Homey, down-to-earth story 
with Cape Cod locale makes cozy 
fireside stuff. Nicely written. 

Dialects occasionally phoney with 
leads. striking artificial moments. 
Broadeast thrice a week which 
makes serialization okay. Charles 
Burton responsible for the tale 
which is the dominating factor of 
the series as jelled now. Stiff brush- 
ing over of the cast would help. 

Succeeds Ted Husing. Bral. 





competitive network station, offers a 
$25 prize to the spelling contest 
winner, perhaps C&S might hoist the 
award. Somehow, even though 
to be considered that WMCA 
minor league outlet, the fin 
picayune, especially 
hour. 


is a 


Dr. Aiken is a soft-spoken pedagog | 
least escapes the onus of aj} 


who at 
classroom 


supineness He § inter- 


sperses his stuff nicely, especially 
when cueing for such words as 
‘value’ or ‘reputation. ‘And your | 


mothers will tell you that the repu- 


| tation of Chase & Sanborn coffee 
insures full value,’ etc., is his deft 
enough commercial plug. This in 


addition to the regular plug spieler. 

With it also is a little conundrum 
to pique the interest. ‘What three- 
letter word has 189 different mean- 
ings”’, he asks the brighter of the 
contestants, in sequence. Of course 
none knows and _ the _iistener’s 
mentality is further pitched and 
that, automatically, insures. dial- 
attention. The word is ‘set’ and he 
reels off a flock of usages; a radio 


| set, the set of one’s hair, she set the 


book, et cetera. 

Considering the 51 contestants, 
schoolchildren from grammar and 
prep schools in the metropolitan 
N. Y. district, he does rather well in 
getting a final decision within the 60 
minutes, this including a reprise of 


all their names, ages, schools, etc., 
plus some personal interrogatories 


for the human interest. 

Spelling bees for radio com- 
mercials seem to be a new vogue. 
It’s easy to understand why. Lots of 
human appeal basically and, handled 
half way good, can’t miss while the 
vogue is still new. And plenty cheap 
on talent end. Abel, 

—_———-» 
RAY MIDDLETON 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
GENERAL MOTORS 
Sun., 10 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(Campbell-Ewald) 


New singer attracted attention 
with his appearance as part of Paul 


Whiteman’s recent , Hippo- 
drome concert. He has had musical 
comedy experience, but of late his 


pinch-hitting chores with the Chi- 
cago Civic Opera, rior to the 
Whiteman dates, lifted him along. 
Voice is socko forte via the ether, 


He radio-premiered the Rodgers & 
Hart recitative piece, ‘All oints 
West’ last week. Particular composi- 
tion demands hanging gn to a top 
note frequently and Middleton does 
this easily. Talking stanzas also 
lend themselves well tg a broadeast. 
Command in his delivery should 
send him places. Bral, 

















The incentive to buy starts in the home—center 
of human needs. Philadelphia, third largest mar- 
ket, has the greatest number of single family 
, homesinthe United States. Local favorite, station 
KYW gets in and sells where selling counts most. 
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WATTS 


NBC Red Network 


PHILADELPHIA 
Completely programmed by NBC 


it’s | 


is too} 
running a full | 


| Stokowski and Jack Benny. 


Cecil B. DeMille, announced as 
the producer of 62 spectacles and 
who took the early bumps with 
Zukor, sketched the founder’s early 
ventures, dating from the fire that 
destroyed his first studio. He re- 
ferred to the honor guest as the 





man whose name has appeared on 
| 2,500 pictures. Jack Benny then 
came on as emcee and the show 
|} was gagged the rest of the way,| 
aside from the musical interludes. | 
| His running quip on Carole Lom-| 
| bard was loaded with laughs. 

Stokowski’s first number was in 
tribute to Zukor, the National | 


March of Hungary, birthplace of the | 
Paramount chief. Frank Forest 
piped a number and then Jack Oakie 
and Charles Butterworth did a rib 
bit with Benny. Followed the Cav- 
alcade of Paramount Song Hits with 


| Irvin Talbot batoning the huge 
crew. Dorothy Lamour and Shirley 
| Ross soloed against a background 


| of mixed chorusing. 

On a special line into W. C. Fields’ | 
home in Encino, Mexico, where he| 
|is recuperating from a long illness, 
a comedy bit with a phone operator 
was piped in to the studio stage. 
where around 1,000 banqueteers 
gathered for the occasion. Stokow- 
ski then paid a tribute to Ralph 
Rainger by playing his ‘Louisiana 
Creole,’ with a special orchestration 
by Victor Young. Benny brought 
on Stoky with the quip ‘Here’s a 
young fellow that’s going places.’ 


It was then Bob Burns’ turn to 
duel Benny in verbal joust, fol- 
lowed by Martha Raye in a hot 


torcheroo. Carole Lombard brought 
Benny’s running gag to an end with 
a smart dialog bit. Gladys Swarth- 
out and an ensemble were then 
brought on for tunes from Para- 
mount’s jubilee picture, ‘The Cham- 
pagne Waltz.’ 

Lloyd Nolan presided over Para- 
mount On Parade during which Wal- 
lace Beery, Raymond Hatton, Vic- 
tor Moore, Edward Arnold and 
Adolphe Menjou were brought on 
for brief tribute. Moore’s laugh 
line was ‘If it’s a good Paramount 
picture, Zukor made it.’ 

Direction of the show credited to 
Boris Morros and Herb Polesie and 
an okay job. Helm. 





LARRY LEE and ORCHESTRA 
Dance Music 

20 Mins. 

Sat., Midnight 

WABC, New York 


In the fall of 1935 Larry Lee when 
picked up on a Los Angeles sustainer 
suffered comparison in _ following 
(the late) Orville Knapp into a 
certain evening spot and being 
sandwiched in with Benny Good- 
man, then at his swingo peak in the 
west. Now Lee, having matured in 
the intervening 15 months, shapes up 
much better, what with handling his 
own announcements in literate, con- 





vincing manner, and with Ruth 
Robin featured vocally. Then he 
had no femme songstress and a 


Michael Fitzmaurice did the spieling. 
As caught Saturday midnight for 
half hour from the Beverly-Wilshire 
hotel, Beverly Hills, Lee commanded 
respect. His music is genteel but 
not punchless for hoofing and he has 
a nice polite style in general, both 
in personal address and via his 
dansapation. His ‘Dancing in the 
Dark’ atmospheric chorus, with the 
announcement that the lights are | 
now being dimmed in the Bev- | 
Wilsh, segues into a marathon of 
foxtrot ballad choruses, and is nicely 
established as to its general motif 
both by the pat announcements plus 
the well-selected sequence of pops. | 
Late Orville Knapp came to at- | 
tention from the same _hostelry, 
chiefly on a steel-guitar break which 
has since been widely adopted, but 
Lee’s audible and melodic foxtrot 
style will establish him. He rat>s the 
coast-to-coast pick-up. Abel. 


ALEXANDER WOOLLCOTT 

Talk 

15 Mins. 

GRANGER PIPE TOBACCO 

Tu-Thu.; 8:30 p.m. 

WABC, New York 
(Newell-Emmett) 

Gabby guy is back after a year’s 
reticence. As before, he brings 
sponsor-agency collaboration a com- 
plete entertainment formula based | 
upon his ability to talk. His appeal 
is as unique as his style. He'll get 
his share of ears. He'll also get his 
share of tune-offs. Inevitably many 
will fancy him affected and preten- 
tious. 


Clear diction, authoritative man- 
ner, a willingness to express definite 
opinions, a wide familiarity with 
what's going on in the world—these 
are the obvious merits of Woollcott 
the broadcaster. It was unimportant 
probably that his first program for 
Granger was rather stale hash. No 
doubt he'll be ‘serving fresher meat | 
hereafter, Land, 











| stint 


editor-in-chief, 
in m. c. spot, did it with a show- 
manly hand. 

No ‘band. flourish for the vocalists 
which made it thin in spots. How- 
ever, the actual chanting was above 
par for such standard celebrations. 
Kitty Carlisle, for a high C flyer; 
Bob Hope, in two songs from ‘Red, 
Hot and Blue’; Belle Baker, for a 
tame story stanza; Vincent Lopez, 
for two corking piano solos; and Kate 


istic outlets as “We the People’ and 
the Major Bowes show but as long 
as this half hour can cook ’em up 
excitingly enough it should garner 
some measure of an audience. Fact 
that it’s bucking the Bing Crosby- 
Bob Burns combination on NBC 
doesn’t add cheer to the outlook. 
Sponsor pays $25 for every per- 
sonal adventure used. Adventure is 
presented in dramatic form and 
after that Gibbons engages the hero 





Smith, the dominant standout with 
her full-bodied singing. Mayor La 
Guardia was introduced by Charles 
B. McCabe, publisher, for a_ brief 
It made good listening ma- 
terial. 

Henrik Willem Van Loon does a 
chatty, and sometimes stimulating 
fortnightly quarter-hour, on a new 


evening series originating at WEAF: | 


Speaks in sprightly style, despite a 
markedly Dutch accent. Not too 
cerebral and yet not too obvious. Van 
Loon should be welcomed by those 


seeking radio fare of a_ different 
nature. Readers of his books may 
tune in more quickly than will 


strangers. For NBC, 
‘prestige’ sustainer. 

Van Loon’s remarks are couched 
in a personal vein, with emphasis on 
‘I,” but they do not sound too ego- 
tistical. First broadcast, on Ameri- 
can vs. European art, had more in- 
tellectual bite than second, which 
was on New Year’s resolutions, and 
more humorous incidentally. Van 
Loon introduced initial stanza with 
reference to a 1,500-page book, on 
the history of all arts, which he is 
fiinishing, and discussed, among 
other things, the legitimate theatre- 
motion picture question as it affects 
the artist. Last week, he told why, 
on approaching a 55th birthday, he 
had decided to give up the re- 
former’s role. 

Speaks rapidly a little too much 
so, perhaps, in view of accent. 
Breathing is noticeable. 


Greta Garbo, Robert Taylor and 
Lionel Barrymore come off the wax 
in scenes from ‘Camille,’ on MGM’s 
exploitation disc of that film, much 
smoother than did Joan Crawford, 
Clark Gable and Franchot Tone in 
the ‘Love on the Run’ platter, first 
of MGM series heard. A better scene- 
continuity job was done on the 
‘Camille’ strikeoff. It should whet 
the appetite of radio audiences for 
the film, particularly for the Garbo- 
Taylor combination. Garbo is Garbo, 
unmistakable, enigmatic and allur- 
ing: Taylor is a lover who should 
make the girls’ hearts pitter-patter. 
Barrymore is heard in only one 
short scene at the end, a not too 
pleasant bit as Taylor’s father. Nar- 
rator could be better. 


he is a good 





Felix Morley, editor of Washing- 
ton Post and winner of last Pulitzer 
editorial prize, presented a brief but 
clean-cut ‘Defense of Newspapers’ 
on Heinz ‘Magazine of the Air’ over 
CBS. Welcoming the critical attitude 
of public toward the press which 
followed the November election a 
change from the ‘romantic’ tack 
taken by Hollywood, Morley urged 
carpers to remember the function of 
newspapers and to consider the 
conditions under which they are 
produced: great speed and necessary | 
satisfaction of a wide diversity of | 





reader interests. Editor was not sure | 
‘whether yellow journalism de- | 
bauches the public taste or journal- | 
ism is debauched by the yellow taste | 
in the public.’ Morley displayed a | 
pleasing, firm-toned voice. a crisp | 
manner and a literary style that | 
would fit him far the radio com- | 
mentator role. 





Natalie Hall, singer-actress. making 
her American dramatic debut the | 
same evening in ‘Othello,’ was a/| 
Heinz guester. She did a bit of auto- | 
biogranhv and read some lines from 
role of Ophelia, in a voice that kilo- 
cycled close to 100%. Her laugh 
sounded a trifle forced, but speech 
seemed ideally adapted to radio. 

Lillian Gish received the longest 
and most reverential introduction of 
any guest recently presented on 
‘Heinz Magazine of the Air,’ Gretta 
Palmer. writer and frequent com- 
mentator on CBS salvo, burning the 
incense for some two minutes. When | 
Mrs. Palmer finished. Miss Gish said, 
‘After that introduction, I think I | 
should go into silence.” However. | 
she went on to tell of her life and 
experiences as an actress. Mrs. Pal- 
mer had related the debut of the | 
present Ophelia in Gielgud’s ‘Ham- | 
let’ at the ave of three, some 30 years | 





| ago, in Ford’s theatre. Baltimore. in | 


a Santa Claus bit with the late Nat | 
Goodwin. Miss Gish sounded nos- 
talgic and probably evoked a simi- | 
lar emotion in certain listeners when | 
speaking of silent pictures, partic- | 
ularly her experiences abroad in | 
filming of ‘Hearts of the World’ dur- 
ing the bis conflict. and of ‘Way | 
Down East.’ She disnlayed a fine 
voice and diction. and a distinctive 
personality, gentle and friendly, yet 
dignified, 


—_———— 


|or heroine in some chit-chat about 
his or her story. Debut broadcast 
(7) accounted for three contribu- 
| tions. One had to do with a girl who 
| escaped with her life ofter toboggan- 
| ing under a freight train. Another 
| was the adventure of a Brooklyn 
| doctor with a gang of bandits, one of 
| whose number had been wounded, 
| while the third went ghosty with a 
vengeance and unloaded a sorry 
| mess of haunted-house tripe. 
Production passes muster. For the 
introduction and fadeout of the pro- 
|}gram there’s the original idea of 
| having newsboys shouting extra. 
Plug spieler intrudes frequently 
enouvh and there’s also testimony, 
‘tthe latter expatiating on what hap- 
| pened to a date with a goodlooker 
| when she discovered the lad had 
|‘razor rash,’ something which, the 
announcer advises, can be avoided 
by the-use of Colgate’s shaving 
cream. Stressed by the copy in her- 
alding the virtues of Colgate’s tooth- 
powder is a newcomer to the B.O.- 
Halitosis school, namely, ‘tartar tar- 
nish.’ Odec., 


‘FOLLOW THE MOON’ 
With Bisie Hitz, Nick Dawson 
15 Mins. 
JERGENS-WOODBURY 
Mon. through Fri., 4:30 p.m, 
WEAF, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 

Typical daytime fare. Plof flits 

along with such speed that the dialog 


is never more than a means to an 
end. Romance oils the gears. Be- 
fore two stanzas were over Elsie 


Hitz had left one guy waiting at 
the altar, and shot the hero, Nick 
Dawson. Crossing the usual heart- 
throbs with horse opera tinges is one 
distinction that may keep this yarn 
apart from 20 others of the same 
brand. 

Both Miss Hitz and Nick Dawson 
have nicely modulated voices, and 
go through the synthetic fare glibly. 
Commercials are easy to take. 

Edga. 
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Program ideas or special 
material for Ad Agencies, 
Stations, Stage, Screen or 
Radio stars. 


ASSOCIATED 
RADIO WRITERS, 


INC, 





137 Newbury Street 
BOSTON, MASS. 


“AHE ADVERTISING TEST STATION 
IN THE ADVERTISING TEST CITY’ 


HARTFORD,CONN. 


Employment in the Hartford 
Area is exceptionally stable .. - 
yearly incomes are higher than 
the country’s average... people 
HAVE money, and SPEND it. 
It’s a profitable market the year 
"round, . 








Basic Network Station of the 


Columbia Broadcasting System 











In ATLANTA 
Use WGST 


5,000 Watts Day 
1,000 Watts Nite 
CBS—-890 Kc. 
Representatives 


FE. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING 
AGENCY 
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e Pacific Coast Radio Notes 


Edward G. Rebinson will do ‘Crim- 
inal Code’ for Lux Jan. 18, with Bev- 
erly Roberts in the other corner. 


Walter Bunker, NBC anouncer in 
Hollywood, was cut in on a story 
sale to one of the major picture stu- 
dios. Yarn is about a newcaster, 





Phil Regan warbling in wax for 
Dodge motors. 





George Raft winged east to talk} 
over a radio deal with an agency on | 
an auto account, 

Naylor Rogers’ kicking 
L. A. with Guy Earl, 

William Forbes switched over 
from KHJ (Los Angeles) to KNX 
(Hollywood) as account executive. 


around | 


Chester Lauck and Morris Goff| 
(Lum and Abner) heading for the | 
Coast and a try at pictures. | 


Harry Maizlish preparing te unveil 
$50,000 combo theatre-studio on the} 
Warner Sunset lot in Hollywood, 





Fred Waring spent several days on | 
the Coast to close a deal for his fruit | 
pulverizer. Johnny O’Connor com- 
ing out later to talk picture deals. 





Mary Martin grabbed of: the solo 
spot on National Biscuit airer. 


Paul Rickenbacker, aide to Donald | 
Thornburgh, Columbia Coast head, | 
handled the commercials on Al Jol- 
son’s show when Rush Hughes was 
withdrawn due to contractual com- 
mitments. 

Maurice Webster from KVI (Ta- 
coma) joined announcing staff at 
KNX (Hollywood). Pete Prindle 
moved into news bureau as night 
editor, 





Charles E. Morin, former manager 
of the Packard Advertising Corp., 
and previously with KJBS and 
KFRC, has joined CBS network 
sales division staff in Frisco. 


NBC Western Division sales force 
held its annual meeting in San Fran- 





cisco Saturday (9), with Sydney | 
Dixon and Tracy Moore of the Hol- | 
lywood offices up for the confab. | 
Harry Anderson, sales manager, an- 
nounced that his staff had exceeded 
its 1936 quota by $80,000. 

Ned Tollinger may take a leave of | 
absence from the National Broad- | 
casting Company’s local production 
staff to emcee the Signal Oil Com- 
pany’s Carefree Carnival shows over 
the NBC-Red web on the Coast. At 
the request of Signal execs, Tollinger 


| emcee’d the Jan. 1 and 8 broadcasts. 
| Tollinger resigned as Carnival emcee | 


several months ago, when the pro- 
fram was a sustainer, to become 
staff producer. 


a 


Herb Caen, San Francisco Chron- 
icle radio columnist, now has to his 
credit two public appearances as 
vocalist with Jan Garber’s ork. one 
in Oakland and the other in San 


Jose. 


Meredith Willson conducts a third 
performance of a radio operetta, | 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ (27), for the 
benefit of eastern moppets. Day- 
time broadcast from NBC’s San 
Francisco studios will employ a 
large cast of singers, actors and 
musicians, 


New electric clock now graces the | 
desk of Lloyd Yoder, NBC Western | 
Division press chief in San Francisco. 
Timepiece was gift of Shriners for | 
acting as umpire at the New Year's 
Day benefit East-West grid classic at 
Kezar Stadium. 


Dorothy Allen, singer, is now on | 
the staff of KFRC, San Francisco, 
warbling on ‘Feminine Fancies,’ ‘Sa- 
lone Moderne’ and other shows. 





Doris Gowlland, private secretary 
to the managing director of 2CB. 
Sydney, Australia, o0.0’d the NBC 
setup in San Francisco last week 
before going to Los Angeles for six 
weeks to study American radio 
methods. Before returning home 
she’ll visit New York and London. 


Girl Friends trio, Vivian, Hope and 





Mutual Up 10% 





Mutual Broadcasting System 
sold $193,496 worth of time dur- 
ing December. 1936. Figure 





represents a boost of 10.4% 
over the parallel month in 1935. 

Web's gross for 1936 was 
$1,987,572. It did $1,293,102 the 
year before. Difference  be- 
tween the two tallies amounts 
to 53.7%. 














Dorothy, have been given a twice- 


weekly spot on KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, Formerly with KROW, Oak- 
land. 

New dramatics at KYA, San Fran- 
cisco include Robert Allen, Monda 


Dunn, Geraldine Allen and  4Alj 


| Maggini. 


Bud Downey has returned to the 
technical staff at KROW, Oakland 
(Cal.), replacing Hobart P. Davis 
who goes to KYA, San Francisco 


Virginia Spencer, pianist, is dou- 
bling at KFRC, San Francisco, and in 
Betty Marino’s trio at the Canter- 
bury hotel. Kathryn Julye, for- 
merly with the trio, is now harping 


| in Cy Trobbe‘s ork at KYA. 





Bert Buzzini has taken over the 
emcee spot on the Columbia Cloth- 
ing Music Clock daily morning hou 
shows over KYA, San Francisco. 

John Hughes, newscaster at KFRC., 
San Francisco, was the first to be 


| caught signing off with ‘This is the 


Columbia-Don Lee Broadcasting Sys- 


| tem’ after the station had switched | 


to Mutual. 


Bill Pabst, exec at KFRC, San 
Francisco, spent several days in Los 
Angeles last week untangling diffi- 
culties caused by the station’s new 


| affiliation with Mutual. 


Haven MacQuarrie’s ‘Do You Want 
to Be An Actor’ broadcast on KFWB 
(Hollywood) being remoted from 
Warner theatres. 





Richard Macaulay dishing up gags 
for Jack Oakie’s Camel airshow. 


Block and Sully and Robert Wild- | 
hack, snoring expert, set for Jan. | 
26 airing. 


Grace Period on Equipment Ending 





’ oe 
. 

. 
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F.C.C. May Spank Lax Stations 


Washington, Jan. 12. 
Crack down dr'‘ve on stations fail- 


ing to comply with government reg- | 


ulations specifying types oi mechan- 
ical equipment required of  li- 


| censees is getting under way gradu- 


ally. Federal Communications Com- 


| mission is preparing to call on the 


carpet delinquents lacking good ex- 
cuses for not obeying the rules. 


Although the Commish so far has 
been considerate, the period of 
grace iS nearing the end, oincial in- 
dicated last week. Already one li- 
censee has been put on the spot 
while cases of two more are being 
investigated with an eye to calling 
a hearing and demanding public ex- 
planations of laxity As yet, how- 
ever, no broadcaster has been 
thrown off the air for failure to 


bring equipment up to government 
standards. 


Commish attitude is one of ieni-| 


| ency on the whole, but in a few cases 
| where alibis are not convincing on 
| their face the laggards are in danger 
of being chastized. Slow-pokes will 
find their renewal applications re- 
ferred to examiners who have 
instructed to demand good explana- 
| tions. 
| the engineering division is con- 
| cerned and future handling will be 
up to the examiners and the broad- 
| cast division. 


peen 


Eye-winking is over so far as 


Ring Explains Pelicy 

Pointing out that rules were pro- 
mulgated in November, 1935, and 
slated to take effect in November, 
1/1936, Andrew D. Ring, assistant 
| chief engineer in charge of broad- 
i cast affairs, said extensions have 
been granted as a matter of course 
|in virtually every case which has 
| arisen. Future attitude will be to ai- 
| low more time to broadcasters who 


| have valid reason for putting off the | 
|expense of modernizing apparatus, 
| but stalling without a strong excuse | 


| will not be tolerated. 


backward 
inajority 


included in the 
overwhelming 


While some major transmitters are 


of stations | 


Ring estimated at least three-quar- 
ters of all transmitters now are up 
to Government standards. Most of 
the slow-pokes are smallies, although 
some high-power stations have been 
postponing the job because of 
planned general overhauling. Sta- 
tions with construction permits 
pending are being allowed to defer 
the work until they do their big job. 


Television Rent Claim 


Television Corp. of America was 
sued Monday (11) in N. Y. Supreme 
Court by the 515 Madison Avenue 
$7,433 for 
lease on the 26th floor of the Madi- 
Plaintiff claims 
Television contracted in April, 1934, 
to rent the floor at $12,375 from Aug. 
1, 1934, to April 30, 1937. 

On Feb. 11, 1935, defedant vacated 
the place and the realty corp. is now 
seeking to recover rental. 


Corp. for breaching a 


son avenue address. 


Bob Roberts Tops KYA 
San Francisco, Jan. 12. 

Bob Roberts succeeds Edward J. 
McCallum as manager of KYA, local 
Hearst station. toberts was KYA 
sales manager during the past year. 
At one time he managed KTAB, now 
KSFO. 

McCallum, who resigned Jan. 1, 
may go to Los Angeles to become af- 
filiated with the Don Lee network’s 
business staff in an exec capacity. 





Visiting 











IN NEW YORK 
Bill Irwin, WSOC, Charlotte. 


| Beverly T. Whitmire, WFBC, 
class, | Greenville. 
| Thompson L. Guernsey, WLBZ, 


have complied with the rule book. | Bangor. 
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Tricks in The Broadcasting Trade 


H. FELIX 








There are, of course, tricks in every trade but none, 
perhaps, offers greater opportunity for the shrewd 
mixer of sound fact and nebulous fancy than does 
broadcasting. It is proof of the fairness and conserv- 
atism of most broadcasters that they have made mini- 
mum use of the opportunity to exaggerate their cover- 
age. That there are tricks in the trade, none will deny 
and none deplore more sincerely than broadcasters 
searching for a formula by which to tell the truth 
about their coverage. 

Sound fact in the coverage picture most freely relied 
upon is that reception of a mail response by a broad- 
casting station is indubitable proof that its program 
was heard: the nebulous hypothesis is that a listening 
experience is proof of regular service. The twilight 
zone between commercially reliable coverage and 
worthless. isolated and irregular ‘stunt’ coverage is 
uncomfortably large. 


Tricks of the broadcasting trade are largely con- 
cerned with developing an apparently plausible proof 
of reliable coverage as far into the DX stunt zone as 
possible and still maintaining the appearance of a 
conservative presentation. This procedure is greatly 
facilitated first, by the ungovernable forces of nature, 
which consider it no great feat to tenfold the normal 
range of a station for a few brief intervals; second, by 
the absence of anything remotely approaching a recog- 
nized standard of coverage definition; and third, by 
the excessive willingness of advertisers to be intrigued 
by broadcasting’s most spectacular coverage foibles. 
Advertiser is getting the kind of coverage proof that 
appeals to him largely because he does not appreciate 
and respect a conservative and realistic presentation of 
the facts. 

Signal and Program 


Claims and counterclaims made regarding various 
methods of coverage determination have confused the 
simple fundamentals. Of course, you readily grant that 
the listener must be able to hear a program in order 
to give evidence of response. If a program is un- 
usually attractive, he may listen to it in the face of 
adverse conditions, such as interference from stations 
on the next channel, high background noise made dis- 
turbing because of low signal level, flutter or whistle 
superimposed upon it by a feeble distant station and 
appretiable fading affecting both quality and volume. 
A program of merely average acceptability from a 
station possessing any of these technical faults or any 
combination of them will enjoy no such tolerance of 
its signal value deficiencies. Thus extraordinary pro- 
gram situations may actually assist in extending cov- 
erage into technically unsatisfactory territory and they 
may be as influential in creating misleading concep- 
tions of service areas as unusual and spasmodic trans- 
mission appreciation. 

Listening, then, is the product of two factors: pro- 
gram value and signal delivery. Listener response is 
the product of two elements in an equation, related in 
an as yet unknown proportion. 


Contour Maps 


Field intensity contour surveys entirely isolate the 
program element and for a long time offered the hope 
of affording a complete solution to the covérage de- 
termination problem. But it was found that the rela- 
tively restricted area which a field intensity survey 
reliably demarks often excludes large areas served 
with technically substandard levels but contributing 
substantial audience which is compelled to rely upon 
substandard levels for all its service. Conversely, also, 
technically acceptable levels may be delivered into 
areas having other sources of service so far superior 
in signal level and sufficiently numerous in program 
variety to make the weaker, though technically ac- 
ceptable service, entirely insignificant and commer- 
cially worthless. It is evident that, unless all of the 
service available to an area is known, the standards 
constituting acceptable and essential service cannot be 
determined. Therefore individual station contour maps 
have failed to produce anything other than technical 
evidence of receivability and they may be quite un- 
related to the service requirements of material parts 
of a station’s area, 


The Contest Barometer 


Some advertising agencies, appreciating the deficien- 
cies of technical signal strength determination and the 
possibilities of ungoverned mail accumulation findings, 
have turned their backs upon all these methods and 
established their own proof of station value based 
upon contests and premium offers. Realizing the im- 
portance of contests of this kind in opening up a whole 
line of potential accounts, stations have freely co- 
operated in such contests, now and then very freely 
indeed. A few announcements judiciously , associated 
with well-established tonnotch programs and with rec- 
ognized periods of peak transmission range, presenting 
the essential features of such test offers, have been 
able to magnificently boost the returns and produce 
a coverage finding based upon entirely false premises. 
This practice may be condemned but it is precisely 
what the premium method of coverage determination 
invites. Certainly no station wishes to be at a disad- 


vantage, particularly if a lot of additional future busi- 
ness is at stake. 


But it is as fallacious to conclude that mail deter- 
minations are worthless because they may be hope- 
lessly exaggerated or to eliminate field intensity in- 
formation because conservative contour maps are in- 
adequate and fail to give the complete picture. 


Trimming the Mail Accumulation 


A large mail accumulation, extending over a period 
of months and iivolving hundreds of thousands of let- 
ters, may be an exceedingly useful source of informa- 
tion regarding station coverage, although such an ac- 
cumulation necessarily includes contributions from (1) 
late-hour programs, when ranges jump materially and 
eastern stations regularly causing interference to west- 
erners during ordinary hours have signed off, (2) early 
evening programs when eastern stations are clear be- 
cause the western stations causing regular interfer- 
ence during the bulk of night operating hours are not 
yet under the influence of night conditions, (3) the 
cumulative effect of a few outstanding programs and 
offers which, under adverse conditions, attract audi- 
ences unavailable to an average though satisfactory 
commercial program, and (4) those rare cases of ex- 
traordinary transmission conditions which may pro- 
duce satisfactory reception hundreds of miles beyond’ 
the points ordinarily served. 





Basic Information 
But such a tabulated mail accumulation is worthless 
as an index to reliable coverage if it does not provide | 
the following information: 





(1) The total number of letters analyzed; 

(2) The period in months included in the ac- 
cumulation; 

(3) The range of hours, including any special | 
extension of schedule; 

(4) The number of letters received from every | 
county and every important city; | 

(5) The ratio of mail response to population or | 
radio sets by counties and cities. 

Many a survey, involving a huge bulk of mail, would | 


present an entirely different appearance and a ma- | 
terially altered coverage picture if the information of | 
the last three items were added to the information re- | 
leased. It is often extremely difficult to secure even | 
the first item upon inquiry to broadcasting stations. 

Comparative measurements of all the service avail- 
able in communities, now available on a large scale, 
has proved that areas receiving the minutest signal, 
far overshadowed by numerous superior competitive 
services, may yet produce response from an insignif- 
icant number of distance cranks. Consequently, the 
conscientious coverage expert should at least fortify 
himself with specific knowledge as to the actual re- 
sponses per county and important cities throughout the 
area claimed by a survey so that the spasmodically 
served area may be excluded by reason of its smaller 
density of response. 

If less than an exceedingly comprehensive mail sur- 
vey, involving months of accumulation and hundreds 
of thousands of letters, is used, the validity of a small- 
er accumulation may be greatly improved by conscien- 
tious restriction of program hours to which response 
is considered acceptable for tabulation. Mail received 
commenting on programs broadcast at any time within 
an hour before or after sunrise and sunset and pro- 
grams broadcast after 10 p. m. should be excluded to 
avoid the bulk of brief coverage enlargements. So also 
should be the letters received as a result of a program 
of extreme importance or news interest (and this does 
not exclude superior regular entertainment features) 
or those involving very unusual offers of premiums or 
exceptional advertising or display support. 


Advertiser’s Standpoint 


Measure of coverage at least from the standpoint of 
the advertiser is in terms of population served with 
adequate levels and these, in turn, are governed by 
the standards imposed upon the available service. To 
repeat the process followed with accumulated mail 
surveys, the significance of field intensity information 
is greatest when it includes all of the following factors: 

(a) The areas served by specific and stated mini- 
mum values of field intensity in conveniently 
divided bands or zones representing the 
typical standard values; 

(b) The number and values of superior com- 
peting services in the principal communities 
and zones claimed; 

(c) The effect of night conditions on each ser- 

+ vice zone, including definition of slow and 
rapid fading limits and the limits. imposed 
by cross-talk from neighboring channels and 
heterodyne and flutter interference due to a 

station assigned to the same channel. 

This again imposes limitations upon the individual 
station presentation far in excess of that which is now 
customary. It is, perhaps, unreasonable to expect ra- 
dio stations to critically define their own coverage, to 
analyze fairly the standards of service prevailing in 
all sections of their service areas, to define those areas 
where their competitors render superior service and to 
advertise where their own is obscured by competition, 
adequate from both signal and program standpoints. 
Such a view of coverage is far too comprehensive to 
be reasonably supported by broadcasters individually. 


| 52 weeks, 


—. _—__—_ 
——<— 


24-HR. DAY AT WHN 


Loew Station Picks Up 14 New Acts 
in January Spurt 








New biz tilt over WHN, New York 
has 14 new accounts placed since 
Jan. 1. Also Loew outlet is now on 
the air a full 24-hour sked. Uneeda 
Clothing has purchased time from 
12:15 a. m. to 3, and Moe Levy & 
Sons follows up to 7 a. m. Bud 
Rainey is in charge of microphone 
chores during this milkman stretch. 

New sponsors follow: Moe Levy & 
Sons, 52 weeks, disks, through Fed- 
eral Advertising agency; Uneeda 


| Clothing, 37 weeks, disks, house ac- 


count; 
disks, 


Gould’s Fifth Avenue, 
through J. Lewis 


Inc., 
agencies; 


| Bosch Company, 10 weeks, spot an- 


nouncements, through Kenyon & 
Eckhardt agency; Drums, Inc., 13 
weeks, disks, through Winningham, 
Inc.; Madison Personal Loan Inc., 13 
weeks, spot announcements, through 
Alsop agency; Barney’s Clothes, 52 


weeks, disks, through Schillin 
agency; Canadian Fur Trappers, 52 
weeks, disks, through  Schillin 


agency; Bishop, Inc., 52 weeks, disks, 
through J. Lewis Associates; B. C. 
Remedy, 52 weeks, spot announce- 
ments, through Charles W. Hoyt 
agency; Long Island Outfitting, 26 
weeks, spot announcements, through 
Peck Advertising; Cascade Laundry, 
spot announcements, 
through Alsop agency; Richard Paul, 
Inc., 13 weeks, spot announcements, 


| through Crippen-Crosby, Inc. 


Uneeda account is on twice, the 
first from midnight to 3 a. m., and 
the second, a Sunday series pacted 
for 4 to 5 p. m., billed as ‘Family 
Album of Music.’ 





Ray Hunt, announcer for WIRE, 
Indianapolis, now at WGN, Chicago, 
for Drug Trade Products. Harry 
McTigue, who produces the show for 
WGN, was formerly with WIRE. 





CERTIFIED 
SUCCESS STORY 


NO. 22 


WIP 


“PHILADELPHIA'S 
PIONEER VOICE” 








Announcements Sell 
Furs... Since 1931 


Mawson DeMany Forbes, first 
Phila. Furrier to use radio has 
found WIP a consistent sales 
producer since 1931. By 
querying customers as to what 
prompted purchase, M.D.F. has 
accurate check on the results 
obtained from every medium. 
Significant that WIP budget 
. increases yearly and WIP an- 
' nouncements continued even 
during seasonal slack! 














TWICE A CHAMP 


KXBY, recognized as _ leading 
sports station in K.C. area, also 
leads in news field—-with United 
Press direct wire service. 

First with the news — listeners 
prefer KXBY’s newscasters Walt 
Lochman and Ivan Flannery. 


Write for rates. 


KXBY 


Kansas City, Mo. 











80 Basketball Games 
Sponsored on Coast 


San Francisco, Jan. 12. 

Tide Water Associated Oil Co. is 
sponsoring broadcasts of more than 
80 Pacific Coast intercollegiate bas- 
ketball games this season, using eight 
or more stations in California, Wash- 
ington and Oregon. Transmitters 
carrying the sportcasts include KYA 
here, KQW, San Jose; KEHE, Los 
Angeles; and KLX, Oakland, all in 
California; KIRO, Seattle, and KHQ, 


Write WFBR for a copy of the new ROSS-FEDERAL survey of Baltimore radio stations 








--that’s what Baltimore’s retail business will amount to in 1937 


eapmures 








Spokane, Washington; KORE, Eu- 
gene, and KALE, Portland, Oregon. 

Mikemen include Doug Montell 
and Ernie Smith in the vicinity of 
San Francisco; Frank Bull, Los An- 
geles; Leo Lassen, Seattle; John Car- 
penter, Spokane; Stanley Church and 
Mert Falts, Oregon, 





John Hayes, until recently pro- 
gram director of WNEW and pre- 
viously in ditto berth with WIP, 
Philly, joins announcing staff of 
WOR. Hugh Brooks, also new an- 
nouncer at WOR, likewise is WIP 
grad. 





| MacMillan Joins WHEC 


Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 12. 
WHEC, which has lost three 








prominent staff men since Jan. 1, | 
did a bit of raiding on its own ac- | 


count, taking Lowell 
sports commentator, 


MacMillan, 
from WHAM. | 


MacMillan will take over all sports | 
programs on WHEC Jan. 19, reliev- | 


ing General Manager Gunnar Wiig 
for his other duties, and also assist 
in program and production work. 


In his sports programs he will be 
assisted by Harry LeBrun. 


RADIO 
SCRIPT WRITER 


Wishes Assignments 
(Serials, comedy, one time, ete.) 


Unusual Knowledge of 
Commercial Radio Values 


Sample Scripts Ready 


BOX 12, VARIETY, NEW YORK 
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Slant on News as Air Commodity 





Six Kansas City Stations Have 49 Bulletins 

















- * 
Daily for 6 Hrs., 10 Mins. Total 
Kansas City Zan. 12, KGLO Audible Jan. 17 
Competition in newscasting field 
js ever on the upgrade here. New satin 
addition locally is KXBY, which | Mason City, Ia., Jan. 12. 
goes on this week with 3% scheduled | With the antenna tower completed 
periods totalling two and a quarter ind most of tie. eee t installed 
urs. Station uses United Press|‘ ; ; age ai agge gr 
hours. a. \the new radio station here, KGLO, 
Ww a including KCKN.|°Wned by the Globe-Gazette, is set 
cae ‘Cis, ans. Rie: a total of to hit the air on or about Jan. 17. 
49 scheduled airings totaling six “ = meee: ‘eee eee: a 
hours and 10 minutes daily. Of that ae ao for WHBF, Rock Island, iil., 
jotal only 35 minutes are commer- will be manager of the station. Sid- 
ee d are all on KMBC. which|"°Y Davis, formerly engineer at 
noes ae service KFJB, Marshalltown, Iowa, will be 
me CKN stone oe ttinher of sched- chief engineer, and John Price, pro- 
hed broadcasts. 15 five-minute | 8™@m™ director at WIBU, Poynette, 
spots, via UP service. Next is | Wis., takes over the same job at 
KXBY with 14 spots. This station| KGLO. 
has one quarter hour devoted to| Virgil Hicks is advertising man- 
news of interest to women. | ager. Main studios are at Hotel 
WHB has three 10-minute periods | Hanford. 
and remotes from the Journal-Post. | 
KCMO features only local news and 
bas a news department of two leg | KRSC, Seattle, Moves 
men, a rewrite man and an an-| . : 
nouncer. KCMO hits the air six Seattle, Jan. 12 
times daily for total of half hour. KRSC will move to new studio 
KMBC ethers news seven times and transmitter location on Feb. 1 
daily for a total of one hour. WDAF following increase in wattage from 
has four scheduled broadcasts adding | 100 to 250 and in time from day only 
io 40 minutes. Ctar station uses re-|to full time. 
writes from the newspaper and Shift will take station and equip- 
probably hits the airways with more| ment to spot on Lake Union away 
flash stuff than any other local sta-| from downtown area, but still within 
tion. |half a mile of Seattle’s center of 
—_— |population. Later plans call for two 
Henry Pearson to WACO iremote studios, one downtown and 
one in the University district. 
Baltimore, Jan. 12. | Gv ined bs 
Henry Pearson has been shifted | Keteoeendt, yy Be 
oun ‘dalek ball > ol. taeret-cerned |}and managed by Robert E. Priebe, 


WBAL here to WACO, Waco, Texas, | 10-year-old KRSC will become the 


| originating station in a 
|Puget Sound broadcasting 
setup. 


planned 


another broadcasting property of the system 


publisher. Before coming to WBAL 
year ago Pearson served with 
Hearst’s WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Salesman is son-in-law of Harry 
Bittner, general manager of the 
Hearst newspapers. 








Tony Cabooch joins WHO, Des | on the 
Moines, on Jan. 18. 


Feceral 
| Commission. 


the Radio Sales Corp | 


Judge Kendall, legal attorney for 
|several Pacific N. W. stations, in- 
cluding KGW-KEX, left Poriland for |over. Plot 
Washington, D. C., to attend hearings | broken-down vaude trouners strand- 
Communications |ed in the midwest. 


Westingheuse Dedicates | 
WOWO, Ft. Wayne, to | 
Farm Likes; Hymns 


Fort Wayne, Jan. 12. 
Campaign by Westinghouse to/| 
| build WOWO as a farmer's outlet has 
| station heavy on spelling bees, farm- 
yard frolics and hymns. Initial re- 
turns of an extensive survey of some | 
181,000 farms in rural area shows | 
religious fare the most popular. | 
|Execs aren't okaying any outright | 
'pulpit policy but are seeing that 
organlogs and sacred music are 
j;worked into its early morning 
groove steadily. Also later in the 
day, though the opening stints are 
practically solid with the requests. 
From 6:45 to 8 a. m., participating 
sponsored run has Shirley Wayne, 
Fred Tangeman, Bob Shreve and 
Radio Ramblers disporting in a hoke 
barnyard spree, most of which is in 
|}aerial form. Sponsors include: Pinex 
i({cough remedy); Francisco Auto 
| Heater; Sears-Roebuck (farm imple- 
|'ments); Drums, Inc. (dry cleaner): | 
| Mid-States Steel and Wire (fence); 
Mishawaka Rubber (rubber prod- 
|ucts); Gettles Optical and Alleman’s | 
| Cough remedy. Most are new to sta- 
|tion’s client list. From 8 to 8:30, sta- 
tion picks up early a. m. services 
from Fort Wayne Gospel Temple. 
Any number of rural tie-ups are 
accelerating the station’s hankering 
to become an ace farm outlet. Pur- 
due University airs the latest dope 
on what's what on plowing the soil: 
4 H winners and leaders etherize on 
their activities; Farmers’ Federation 
of Women’s Clubs keeps the feminine 
angle warm and Indiana Farmer's 
Guide has its staff of 60 gathering 
data on the survey when out on per- 
sonal contact business. 
WGL, smaller Westinghouse outlet. 
gets metropolitan billing, handling 
local and civic shows primarily. 








Chorus Girl As Air Author 
Fort Wayne, Jan. 12. 
| Marie C. Briggs, former Broadway | 
|chorine has submitted an original | 
| script, ‘Clara and Maggie’ to WOWO, | 


revolves around two 


Girl plays one role herself. 


| shows, it follows, were pretty terri- 


| scious where normally it made little | 


which station is considering to take | three stations. KXBY gladly shed its 


Kansas City's 1936 Radio Inventory 
Shows Sophistication Setting In 


Kansas City, Jan. 12. ;sult of the Lester Cox and T. L. 
Past year saw many changes in| Evans purchase of the part time 
ania broadcasting. Outstanding | KWKC. Station now has full time 
change is probably local sponsor at- license and all new equipment. This 
Uhadin tune codie dm general 100-watter is doing a nice job of 
Sponsors in past were adehek in| its first year. Through §station’s 
fact they ren wr upon. i tn ober connection with Crown Drug, cut 
instances, to buy time and let the | Fate chain, (Evans on drug pra ci. gree, 
hemthdaaiels scrape together and pre | prexy) much national hiz has been 
ae . € Ss « ~ . ir ay 
sent sufficient wax to fill the gaps turned theis hee Ae ’ ; rere es 
abiveies caietmeindintin takeatie’ Wkaes Capper Publications’ station KCKN, 
skimmers the limit on quartet — the Kansas side, was formerly 
hour. Past year has seen sponsors WLBF. Ellis Attebury took over 
demanding talent shows but retain- orgy ag pro gp “= 
ing their disinclination to lay much = 7 oe ne ime 7 pe rersee 
om the line Geer Goi charge of KANS, Wichita. 
Early fall rate tilt by local mu WREN Broadcasting company’s 
ca 5 < < l ). ia 1USI1i- * “ss 7 . . 
cian’s union caused several cancella- petition to the FCC for permission to 
tlons of talent heen sell their stock to the KC Star, 
KXBY Senitte W9XBY has been | which owns WDAF, if granted will 
a melting pot for aspirants bent on ali the Star both NBC webs. 
sin enamine ieees” ial WDAF is installing a new trans- 


station’s ; ‘ < 
mitter and is generally not consider- 


|ble but a number packed enough | 28 radio the dullard they once 
| novelty to get listeners talent con- thought it to be. 
: WHB whose plea for full time 


license was denied last fall became 
a Mutual affiliate late in December. 
Mutual has no night-time outlet 
locally and no indication that they 
will have soon. 


difference in day time shows. Oddly 
enough this station has probably 
profited the least by its pioneering. 
KMBC and WHB have done the 
cashing in. 

A general trend towards better | 
commercials has also been noted, but 
it is more applicable to show com- 
mercials than to spot announce- Little Rock, Jan 12, 
ments. The latter still generally Governor Carl Bailey’s inaugural 
dewy to the saturation point on/| address today (12) was broadcast 
superlatives and wild stabs. In many | over three Little Rock radio stations 





Ark. Political Hook-Up 


| instances hum-drum quality of show | and re-broadcast by one of the sta- 
}commercials has 


resulted from | tions, KARK, to eight other stations 
sponsors’ apparent total indifference | throughout the state which have 
as to copy changes. been combined in recent months to 
Usual surplus of early January |form the Arkansas Regional net- 
cancellations and no-renewals is not | work. 
being felt to a degree comparable This was first occasion in state’s 
to former years. Following the De- | history where inaugural address was 
cember overloads January in ratio| broadcast by out-of-town stations. 
looks to hold even ground. | It is also ‘believed that it is the 
New Faces largest number of stations to ever 
Call letter changes have affected | handle a gubernatorial inauguration 
|in the south. 
|awkward W9XBY when high fidelity | Following inaugural address KARK 
| stations were designated in Septem- | broadcast gigantic street parade in 
| ber to be ‘special’ and not experi- | which every county in state partici- 
mental stations. KCMO was the re- | pated. 





50,000 WATTS...So 


* * 


What? 


* * 


Only This: WCAU is the most powerful, 


most popular voice in America’s third 


largest market. How's your product doing here? 





WCAU...50000 Watts 
Philadelphia 


ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 
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ih RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Stunts, Novelties, Tie-Ups 








Outstanding Stunts 





Bore RRR 


rise | REMINDER CLOCKS 
i WMCA, NEW YORK 





it was offered accepted. Al Rose, 
' promotion director, cooked up the 
stunt. More clocks to be issued to 


agencies from time to time. 








Kilo Plug—10:10 





Clocks in Advertising Agengies 
New York. 


Novel door-opener into advertis 


figured out by WMCA, New 


St eee a =~ 


en ee 


Western Union, 
installs studio split-second 

Ba clocks in 25 agencies. Agencies 
mf the.gadget cuffo. 


if ; WMCA’s angle comes in not only | 
wood 


aa as donor, but also via some 
Ps cutouts on top of the tickers adver 
tising ‘WMCA, On Top of the Dial.’ 


Le eon 


ing agency radio sanctums has been 
York. 
Station has completed a dicker with 
whereby the latter 
time 


Couple of agencies said they couldn't 
reasons, | 


New York. 

Always good, where practical, is 
the stunt used locally by 
WHN, which is located on 1,010 kilo- 
cycle and likes to plug that fact on 
all appropriate occasions. For a 
morning filler-inner (using trans- 
cription library) it times entertain- 
ment to start at 10 minutes after 
t In the newspaper radio logs as the | 
‘10:10’ Revue. 


Dept. Store’s High School Angles 


és Indianapolis. 
Wm. H. Block Co., local devart- 
ment store, going in big for radio | 
via children and high school student | 
| talent. WFBM for the past five and | 





j take the clocks for policy 





es 








COMBI NATION! 


-| one-half years has carried Block's | 
| Children’s Hour each Saturday a.m. 
| from 10 to 11. This program is pro- | 
| duced and script written by Geo. | 
| Madden of Block’s advertising de- 
| partment, and displays the amateur 
| talents of local grade and 
school kids. 

This winter finds Block’s employ- 
ing Pete French to travel to high | 
schools all over central Indiana and 
audition student talent, no micro- 
rhone being used for the auditions. 
Best from each locality are picked 
weekly and brought to Block’s each 
Saturday afternoon for 
from 4 to 5 o’clock over WFBM. 

Program is titled ‘Block’s Scholar- 
ship Hour,’ and the tie-in idea is the 
giving away of $200 twice yearly 
to best two high school broadcasters, 
the money to be used as winner de- 
sires. 


Pacific Borax W. U. Tie-Up 


; San Francisco. 

| Pacific Coast Borax is planning a 
special merchandising campaign in 
connection with the Feb. 9 broad- 
cast of its ‘Death Vallev Days’ pro- 





work from the local NBC studios. 
Firm will distribute 15.000 Giant- 
Grams calling attention to the play, 
a Western Union story ertitled ‘Dot- 
Dash Courtship.’ 

One of the Giant-Grams will be 
vosted by Western Union in each of 
its offices in the western states. All 
coast radio editors also will receive 
one of the messages. 
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a And His ORCHESTRA 
Trianon Room 


Hotel Ambassador, New York 





‘Us, Too,’ Says WSPA 

Spartanburg, S. C. 
WSPA muscled in neatly on press- 
civic sponsored ‘Spartanburg Loy- 

alty’ movement Sunday p. m. Iast. 
Local papers have bcen annexing 
cream of publicity and all of advt. 
space, using a series of illustrated 
articles as main interest. Station 
‘lifted’ part of newspaper stuff and 
ethered it with special spiel to in- 
terest merchants—their own ac- 
counts included. Result. station has 
cut in on good will of movement, 
designed to build trade and loyalty 
among consumers for local mer- 
chants. Becker’s Bakery, one of 
largest such concerns in Carolinas 
and a big broadcast customer usu- 





ally, got special teaser build-up. 














LEON 


{) (LEONARDI 


And His Warner Bros. 
aoe KFWB Orchestra 


ht ? e 
CHASE and SANBORN 
Sunday 8-9 P.M. 





qm 


— 


E.S.T. NBC 


Coffee Hour 


WDRC Goes Brochure 
Hartford, Conn. 

WDRC has brought out a spiral- 
bound, copiously illustrated promo- 
tion piece printed in sepia ink. Tells 
the station’s history, then gives cov- 
erage and market data, a coverage 
map, list of clients, and a rate card. 
Latter is detachable for easy refer- 
| ence. 








Lists Other Fellow’s Shows 

| New Albany, Ind. 

| WGRC here giving a showmanly 
| handshake to its bigger brothers 
| across the river in Louisville. Sta- 
tion each day issues a ‘What's on the 
Air’ listing of ether stanzas, and in- 
cludes not only its own, but also 
those of WHAS and WAVE. 











jit" the majority of those to whom | 


Station | 


10. | 


grammar | 


program | 


gram over the coast NBC-Red Net- | 


Crosley Field Powwow 





Cincinnati, Jan. 12. 

Every state was represented by 
the 150 distributors of the Crosley 
Radio Corp, on hand, last week for 
their annual hypo powwow in the 
| Netherland Plaza. Greeted by Powel 
| Crosley, Jr., they heard Glenn H. 
| Corbett, ad manager of the firm's 
manufacturing division, announce 
that 1937 will be the biggest adver- 
tising year, thus far, on Crosley 
radio receiving sets, electric refrig- 
erators, washers and ironers, and 





hair growing. 


the new Xervac vacuum machine for | 





New models of Crosley appliances | 


were premiered for the distribs, who | New 


were entertained by a goodly part 


three-hour show in the 


Mirror 


a special 
| hotel’s Hall of 


PULLIAM SETS 
STAFF AT WIRE 


| 
' 
i 
} 
| 


of talent of the WLW-WSATI staff in | 





\ Indianapolis, Jan. 12. 
| Eugene C. Pulliam last week 
moved into WIRE (NBC-red), and | 


lassumed active control of his newly 
|acquired station. Plans to devote his 
personal attention to management of 
the Hoosier capital outlet, and has 
already plans under way for upping 
listener interest. 

His son, Eugene S. Pulliam, 
for past two years has been writing 
radio for United Press, will be in 
charge of the WIRE news depart- 
ment, and Pulliam, Sr., states there 
will be 12 newscasts daily. Already 
hooked up with Transradio news 
service, WIRE is to take the com- 
plete wire service of United Press. 


Pulliam is now going in for radio 
in a big way, according to his com- 





|ments to a VARIETY representative 
on Saturday (9). However, he 
makes it clear that WIRE is being 


operated independently, via a sepa- 
rate corporation set-up, and that the 
radio station will have, therefore, no 
|connection with his Central News- 
papers, Inc., of Lebanon, Ind. 


Financing or purchase deal was 
completed after partial disposal of 
Pulliam’s newspaper properties in 
Oklahoma, and he stated he is now 
in excellent position to concentrate 
on his holdings in Indiana, with pos- 
sibly the further expansion of news- 
paper interests in Indiana in the 
near future. 

Al Wynkoop is to be one of the 
new attractions on WIRE, with a 
weekly news feature, playing up the 
Hoosier angle, with comments in 
humorous style. 

Robert Bausman, who was adver- 
tising mgr. of Vincennes (Ind.) Sun- 
Comme:cial, one of Pulliam dailies, 
has been placed in charge of national 
spot business for the station. He re- 
places L. L. Jaquier, who left, with 
no word on further plans, as did 
‘Plug’ Kendrick and W. E. Vogel- 
back, former owners. Kendrick has 
his eye on station in Kansas. 

Senator’s Son Spiels 

Albert J. Beveridge, Jr., who is 
son of Albert J. Beveridge (now de- 
ceased) long-time senator from In- 
diana in Washington, D. C., has been 
named by Pulliam as announcer to 
replace Ray Tunt, who left for 
WGN, Chicago. Beveridge not so 
long ago was one of three young 
men around town who edited and 
published ‘Pulse of Nation.’ 

Inauguration of new Indiana 
governor, on Monday (11) was car- 
ried by WIRE, with opening of leg- 
islature of state last week on air for 
first time, anc clearing of programs 








EVELY 





Management 





JACK ARTHUR 


' ifs appearing with 


CHEVROLET MUSICAL MOMENTS 


over 400 stations 


‘i NBC and COLUMBIA 


N CASE 





INOFF 


JACK ARTHUR 


at 9:30 p. m. Monday (11th) so that 
station could carry De Pauw Univer- 
| sity centennial broadcast, are special 
|}events lined up since Pulliam took 
| over station, and help prove his 
|point that he’s out to furnish the 
| Hoosiers with lots of dialing pleas- 
‘ure. 

| ¢ Reason for carrying of De Pauw 
| program is worth mention: Pulliam’s 
| son a graduate, as well as Pulliam 
| himself. Pulliam, Sr. was charter 
| member and helped found Sigma 
| Delta Chi, national journalistic fra- 
|ternity (honorary) while in De 
| Pauw. His son was named president 
| of the same chapter at De Pauw few 
| years ago, and on 25th year of 
| fraternity, when he was in school. 








| 

| Joe Hallock, formerly of KGW, 
| Portland, has t2en transferred back 
| to Portland by the Federal Commu- 
| nications Commission. He returns to 








— 


| the west coast from Washington, 
}D. C. 


| 


| 
| 


who | 





$5 


Here and There 





Arthur Church, KMBC pres, and 
Charles W. Meyers, KOIN, Portland, 
Ore., will be off this week for month 
vacation via the Panama canal. | 








James Clancy, business manager of 
WTIC, Hartford, 
on business, 


is visiting Chicago 





Ike Levy, board chairman 4 
WCAU, Philly, and CBS vice-prez, 
home from Florida vacash, 

} 





Donald Flamm, prez of WMCA, | 


York, gets back from Europe 

Jan. 17, 
Bob Hall, announcer at WIP, 
Philly, has left station and is re- 


placed by John Franzosa, 
of Langlois & Wentworth. 

Josephine LeSueur, of CBS’s New 
York publicity staff, has quit to go| 
with the Graves Syndicate. 


formerly 





Ireene Wicker (Singing Lady) was 
feted at the Waldorf-Astoria on 
Monday (11) to mark her seventh 
ether anni. 

Radio Roundtable, rep trade asso- 
ciation, planning to cut down col- 
lective waistlines by starting a bow- 
ling team, 

Mort Lewis, scripter 
Pat, will get away 
Havana on a vacation. 


Pick 
it all 


for 
from 


and 
in 


Bob Ripley, wTIc, Hartford an- | 


WNBE IN SIDESTEP 


OF PREVIOUS STYMIE 





Washington, Jan. 12. 
Repercussions of that ‘Schenectady 
incident’ were heard here again last 
week when, for second time in little 
over two months, one of the prin- 
cipals appeared before the Federal 
Communications Commission once 
more. 

Although less than a year has 
elapsed since the former case was 
refrigerated, Howitt-Wodd Radio Co. 
of Binghamton, owner of WNBF, re- | 
vived its ambition to operate a 1 kw | 
transmitter and filed application for 
permit to build a new station using 
1240 ke. This is the same frequency 





for which WNBF and Knox Broad- | 
casting Co. fought last year. 

Latest move of the Howitt-Wood | 
people embodies new strategy. Be- 
cause they are foreclosed from re- 
viving last year’s plea until late this 
spring, WNBF owners did not ask 
permission to shift from the present 


| megr., 


| Philly, 


GRACIE 


nouncer, is at the St. Francis Hos. 
pital as a result of an injury 


re-« 
ceived in an automobile accident, 





E. E. Edgar, commercial chief of 
WGH, Newport News, out of circu. 
lation with bum tonsils. 


Jack Light, WTAR, Norfolk. 
out of hospital after 
Saved sight of one. 


asst, 
eye opt, 


Eddie Cantor goes on Al Jolson’s 
soap show Jan. 19 in an exchange of 
professional courtesies. Jolson did 
a turn on the Texaco 


airing. 


Herman Bess, in charge of sale: at 


WNEW, New York, back from 
Miami. 

Stanley Chambers has resigned as 
sales manager of WDAS, Philly. No 


successor named. 





Myer Alexander Choristers will do 
13-week stretch on Camel show. 





Arnold Nygren, engineer at WFIL, 


became engaged last week to 


(Continued on page 62) 
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S. K. KUSHNER 
Presents 


Don 
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NORMANDIE, BOSTON 
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frequency to 1240, Instead they pro- 
posed construction of a new trans- 
mitter using the desired ribbon. This 
means there is no legal barrier in 
the way. 

By this tactic, WNBF is able to 
steal a march on the Knox group. 
Since they asked for a new station 
last year, the individuals backed by 
the gelatine-maker’s bank-roll can- 
not try to head off WNBF until the 
year’s wait is over, but WNBF did 
not ask for the identical thing last 
year it is seeking now, and conse- 
quently is in the clear. 

Track is not wholly clear, how- 
ever, for WNBF. Commish still is | 
mulling over request of Citizens | 





CARL 


FREED 


And His HARMONICA LADS 
WLW, CINCINNATI 


5 Shows Weekly Also Doubling 








Broadcasting Co., Schenectady, ma- 





nipulated by John Clark of Trans- 
american, for the identical facilities. 
Although filed months back, nothing | 
ever has happened to this applica- | 
tion, which so far has not even been 
carded for hearing. Probability is 
both pleas will be set down for ven- | 
tilation at one time. 
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WXYZ Scripts Mailed to | 
~ Qhio Stations for Repeat 


Detroit, Jan. 12. 
‘Factfinder,’ heard over WXYZ and 


| 


the Michigan web for several | 


months, is now being shipped via 
Uncle Sam’s mail to five stations 
Pc mesa Gas, sponsors of the twice- | 
weekly show, has made arrangements | 
with Ohio outlets, whereby original | 
scripts used in WXYZ’s live show is 
read between recorded music on 
those stations. Fifteen-minute pro- 
gram here uses Benny Kyte’s ork, 
plus commentator who gives short 
spiel on various facts about indus- 
tries, institutions, etc. 











WFBM’s Sunday Night Special 
Indianapolis, Jan. 12. | 
WFBM is losing a steady Sunday | 
attraction with the advent of M. Clif- 
ford Townsend as Indiana governor. 
Paul V. McNutt, who just stepped 
out of governor’s Office, has spoken 
each Sunday night over WFBM here, 
WIND, Gary, and WOWO, Ft. Wayne, 
linked in a three-way Hoosier chain. 
His last broadcast, Sunday (10), 
was summary of his administration, 
while previous Sundays for the four- 
year period he spoke on public af- 
fairs of Indiana, and did some smart 
political plugging, keeping before the 
Hoosiers via the ear route. 
New governor has not 
his radio intentions. 
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DECISIONS 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

California: Clark Standiford, Visalia, denied new 
station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts, Com- 
mission reversing Chief Examiner David G. Arnold; 
Tulare-Kings Counties Radio Associates, Visalia, 
granted new station to be operated on 1100 ke with 
250 watts, daytimes only, Commission sustaining Exam- 
iner R. H. Hyde. 


Connecticut: New England Radio Corp, Bridgeport, 
denied motion for leave to amend application for new 
station so as to use 1190 ke instead of 1420 ke. 

Florida: Nathan N. Baure, Miami, application for 
new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts, 
remanded to dockets. 

Idaho: KTFI, Twin Falls, granted renewal of license 
on 1240 ke with 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, but denied 
frequency change to 630 kc, Commish sustaining Exam- 
iner George H. Hill in part. 

Indiana: WFBM, Indianapolis Power & Light Co., 
Indianapolis granted three months’ license renewal. 

Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge, granted frequency 
change from 1420 to 1120 ke. with juice-jump from 100 
to 500 watts and change hours of operation from 
unlimited to specified, Commish upholding Examiner 
Melvin H. Dalberg. 

Maryland: McNary and Chambers, College Park, 
granted new experimental station to be operated on 
1060 ke with 100 watts, from 12 midnight to 6 a. m.,, 
EST. 

Minnesota: WMIN, Edward Hoffman, St. Paul, 
granted change in name of licensee to WMIN Broad- 
casting Co.; Walker Jamar, Duluth, denied new station 
to be operated on 1200 kc with 100 watts, Commish 
supporting Examiner R. L. Irwin. 

Missouri: KSD, St. Louis, granted petition asking 
consolidation of its application for unlimited time on 
550 ke and the application of KFUC, Clayton, Mo. 
(sharing same frequency), to increase power and hours 
of operation to half time and to hear both cases at the 
same time; KSD (see above) granted request for per- 
mission to radiate 70% of its entire effective field with 
a power of 1 kw for nighttime operation in the direc- 
tion of WKRC, Cincinnati. 

New Jersey: Eastern States Broadcasting Corn., 
Bridgeton, granted new station to be operated on 1210 
ke with 100 watts days. 

New York: WJTN, Jamestown, granted power boost 
from 50.to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, and install 
new equipment and vertical radiator. 

North Carolina: WMFR, J. A. Hart and Wayne M. 
Nelson, High Point, granted voluntary assignment of 
license to WMFR, Inc., 1200 kc, 100 watts, days only; 
H. W. Wilson and Ben Farmer, Wilson, denied petition 
asking reconsideration of action in designating applica- 
tion for new daytime station at Wilson (to be operated 
on 1310 ke with 100 watts) for hearing and to grant 
same without a hearing—hearing to be held as sched- 
uled: WDNC, Durham Radio Corp., Durham, granted 
petition to reinstate application for construction permit 
which was denied on Sept. 22, 1936, as in case of 
default for failure to file appearance. 

Ohio: WSPD, Toledo, granted voluntary assignment 
of license to the Fort Industry Co., 1340 ke with 1 kw 
nights, 5 kw days. 

Oklahoma: WBBZ, Estate of Charles Lewis Carrell, 
Adelaide Lillian Carrell, Ponca City, granted license 
renewal for period ending June 1, conditionally. 

Pennsylvania: WJAS, Pittsburgh, denied petition 
asking continuance of hearing on application of WATR, 
Waterbury, Conn., to operate on 1290 ke with 250 watts, 
scheduled for Jan. 18, until Commish sets definite date 
to hear WJAS’s application to operate with 5 kw 
nights on 1290 kc. 

South Dakota: KWTN, Watertown, application for 
license renewal and construction permit to change fre- 
quency from 1210 to 1340 ke and increase power from 
100 to 500 watts days (facilities of KDGY), designated 
for hearing, to be heard with application for renewal 
and construction permit of KDGY; KWTN granted 
temporary license pending hearing. 

Tennessee: WTJS, Sun Publishing Co., Inc., Jackson, 
denied frequency change from 1310 to 920 ke and 
power jump from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 
250 watts nights, 500 watts days, Commish supporting 
Examiner R. L. Walker. 

Texas: Radio Enterprises, Lufkin, denied petition 
asking continuance of hearing scheduled for Feb. 5 
on application for new station at Lufkin to be operated 
on 1310 ke with 100 watts days: Faith Broadcasting Co., 
Wichita Falls, granted petition for consolidated hearing 





on three pending applications for new Wichita Falls 
stations, namely: Faith Broadcasting Co., to be oper- 
ated on 1380 ke with 1 kw; Wichita Broadcasting Co., 
to be operated on 620 ke with 250 watts nights, 1 kv’ 
days, and West Texas Broadcasting Co., to be operated 
on 1380 ke with 1 kw (Broadcast Division also 
approved recommendation that application involving 
removal of KFPL from Dublin, Tex., to Wichita Falls, 
be heard in the same proceeding). 

Washington: KXRO, Aberdeen, granted day juice- 
jump from 100 to 250 watts. 

Wisconsin: Fred A. Baxter, Superior, granted new | 
station to be operated on 1200 kc with 100 watts, Com- | 
mish sustaining Examiner M. H. Dalberg; WTMJ, Jour- | 
nal Co., Milwaukee, granted transfer of control of The 
Journal Co. (WTMJ) from estate of Lucius W. Nieman | 
to Journal Co. and Faye McBeath. | 


SET FOR HEARING | 


| 











Iowa: KMA, May Seed and Nursery Co., Shenan- | 


doah, night juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw. 


Michigan: Northern Broadcasting Co. Traverse 


New York: WMBO, Auburn, consent to transfer of 
control from Roy L. Albertson to Auburn Publishing 
Company. 

Texas: Malcolm H. Clack (Clack Radio Service), 
Amarillo, new station to be operated on 1500 ke w 


watts. 
Wisconsin: WSAU, Northern Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
Wausau, increase operation from daytime to unlimited. 


NEW PETITIONS 


Alabama: James R. Doss. Jr., Mobile, 
to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts, days; John 


operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts. 

Arizona: 
transfer control of corporation from James S. Maffeo 
and I. R. Jackson to Carleton W. Morris, 473% shares 
common stock. 

Arkansas: KTHS, Hot Springs Chamber 
merce, Hot Springs National Park, extension of special 
experimental authorization to change frequency from 
1040 to 1060 ke, hours of operation from sharing with 
KRLD, Dallas, Tex., to simultaneous with WBAL, 
Baltimore, Md. 

California: KRE, Berkeley, change frequency from 
1370 ke to 1440 ke, increase power from 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw. 

Connecticut: WTIC, Travelers Broadcasting Service 
Corp., Hartford, extension of special experimental 
authorization to change frequency from 1060 to 1040 
kc, hours of operation from sharing with WBAL, Balti- 


more, Md., to simultaneous operation with KRLD, 
Dallas, Tex. 
Florida: WIOD-WMBF, Isle of Dreams Broadcasting 


Corp., Miami, change frequency from 1300 to 610 kc. 


Georgia: WSB, Atlanta, boost power from 50 to/| 
500 kw. 
Kentucky: WCKY, L. B. Wilson, Inc., Covington, | 


increase power from 5 to 10 kw. 


Louisiana: KWKH, International Broadcasting Corp., 


Shreveport, extension of special experimental author- 


ization to operate on 1100 ke with directional antenna | 


nights. 

Massachusetts: WCOP, Boston, transfer control of 
corporation from Joseph M. Kirby (deceased) by Mary 
A. Kirby, administratrix, to Arde Bulova, 3,000 shares 
common stock. 

Mississippi: WJDX, Lamar Life Insurance Co., Jack- 
son, boost day power from 214 kw to 5 kw. 

Montana: Peoples Forum of the Air, Helena, new 
station to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts. 

Nebraska: KGNF, North Platte, change hours of 
operation from daytime to specified. using 1 kw. 

New York: Howitt-Wood Radio Go., Inc., Bingham- 
ton, new station to be operated on 1240 ke with 1 kw. 

North Dakota: KOVC, George B. Bairey, Valley 
City, voluntary assignment of license from George B. 
Bairey to KOVC, Inc.; KRMC, Roberts-MacNab Co., 


new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts, | 


simultaneous day, share KVOX, nights, requesting 
power increase from 100 watts to 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

Ohio: WSMK, Dayton, boost power from 200 watts 
to 250 watts nights, 500 watts days. 





‘Fun for All’ Folds 


Philadelphia, Jan. 12. | 

One of Philly’s vet programs, ‘S.S. | 
Fun for All,’ aired over WDAS, did 
final sign-off this week. Being re- 
placed by ‘1370’ (referring to sta- 
tion’s wave length), a night club in 
the morning. 
dling it, with Harold Davis helping | 2¢counts 
on script. 


|ette account for 


participator, ‘1370’ will be sustainer | 
until well established, then will be 


offered only for single sponsor. | Macfadden 


| Strauss, 





Paul Sullivan Makes Speech 


Indianapolis, Jan. 12. 
Paul Sullivan, newscaster of WLW 
(Cincinnati), together with Bill 
Bailey, publicity director 
outlets, were here Thursday (7). 


| lors, 
| Remedies, 
frigerators), and 


| WNEW’s 11 New Acc’ts 





Topped by “Twenty Grand’ cigar- 


| periods weekly, WNEW, N. Y., re- 
| ports a record-breaking week of new 
Jerry Stone is han- | business for last week with 11 new 
definitely _ set. 
|Grand’ goes on ‘Make Believe Ball- 
‘ ’ |room’ broadcast alignment. 
arene em ren ee ae eee Other new business for last week 
included Petrie Department Store, 
Publications, 
Riverbank €anning Co., | 
|Ironized Yeast, Jeffry’s Beauty Par- | 
Riverview Lawns, 
Fairbanks-Morse  (re- | 


Last named program emanates from 
Crosley the S-R auditorium in Newark. 





| WTIC Ups Rates 12% 


Hartford, Jan. 12. 

Flat raise of about 12% will take 
place in WTIC rates on Jan. 15, 
bringing the night hour single-time 
rate to $360. Web rates already 
were boosted to that figure several 
weeks ago. 

Station, which ran nicely into the 
black during 1936, has garnered 
about $40,000 in spot contracts from 
sponsors who in the past 10 days 
slipped under the wire at the old 
| rates, 


three 15-minute 


‘Twenty 





Finlay- 





Keeping Him Happy 


Fort Wayne, Jan. 12. 
Happy Herb Haworth, singer and 
spieler, returns to WOWO via joint 
sponsorship of G. E. Bursley and 


Jad-Wiga | 


Sears-Roebuck. | 





Sullivan spoke at nooh before 260) 
members of the Indianapolis Real | 
Estate Board at luncheon session, | 


Greenblatt Furs. Former plugs its 


Larry Sherwood Scrams Radice 180 stores with a limerick contest 
Kansas City, Jan. 12. 
Larry Sherwood, who has been | coats 


built up as a listening test. Fur 
from the second sponsor's 


with remarks about the gathering of with station KMBC for three years |store are given to the winners. 


news for broadcasting. 
Laid particular stress on limits of | cial features, 
broadcasting as compared with | radio. 
newspapers, and also plugged the | 
local tax reform of Real 


Board here. mobile outfit 


| as director of public events and spe- 


His new tag is general sales pro- 
Estate motion manager with a local auto- 


Series is being handled through 


has stepped out of | Don Long agency, starting Wednes- 


day (13). 








Karl Bickel, head of Continental 
Radio (Scripps-Howard), in Florida. 


| 
hee 
| 
| 


new station | 
C. Hughes, Phoenix City, new daytime station to be| 


| 


KSUN, Copper Electric Co., Inc., Lowell, | 


of Com-| 


WFIL Collides With Home 


Owners on Site Choice 
Philadelphia, Jan. 12. 


Almost set to move its transmitter 
to Bala-Cynwyd in suburban Philly, 
WFIL was last week stymied when 
residents in that locality squawked 
to zoning board. Station has conse- 
quently abandoned idea of using that 
site and has couple of others in view. 
Transmitter is now in mid-city atop 
Strawbridge & Clothier store, in 
whose building studio is located. 

After repeated delays work on 
new studios finally got under way 
last week. Hitch was over raising 
of ceiling on 18th floor of Widener 
building. Expect place to be ready 
for occupancy some time in April. 


Jim Britt to Buffale 
Buffalo, Jan. 12: 
Jim Britt has been imported by 
Socony Vacuum Oil for two nightly 
sports broadcasts over WBEN. Spot, 


held for three years by George 
Sutherland under other sponsorship, 


, |has been a sustainer for a month 
City, new station to be operated on 830 kc with 500 | 


watts, daytimes only. | 


with Frank Silva pinch-hitting. 
Britt started Monday (11). Comes 


ifrom WSBT-WFAM, South Bend, 





Road company of the Iowa Barn 


ith Fr ‘ 5 alae a 
100 watts; Beaumont Broadcasting Association, Beau- | Dance Frolic, WHO, Des Moines pro 


mont, new station to be operated on 1420 kc with 100! 


duction, stranded in Mason City, la., 
en route to Albert Lea, Minn., be- 
cuse of treacherous highways. 











| 
| 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


MARIO BRAGGIOTTI 
WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 

| Recently Headlined at 

if Paramount Theatre, New 
‘| York, and Featured at Cor- 


inthian Room, Hotel Pierre 


(HEARD ON NBC NETWORK) 
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Ine. 
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baker 
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The Wideners Show Philly The 


Latest in Sccialite Showmanship 





By HOBE MORRISON 
Philadelphia, Jan. 
For showmanship 


business itself. 


the firing line, 


heaved a bender at the 


in parties the 
bluebloods can give lessons to show 
With nary a Max 
Reinhardt nor even a Billy Rose on 
the P. A. B. Wideners | 
Bellevue- 
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Serge i 
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oe colagiegae ee mats See 
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Millions 


“ONE IN A MILLION” 


“WHO’S AFRAID 
OF LOVE?” 
“THE MOONLIT 
WALTZ” 
“WE’RE BACK IN 
CIRCULATION AGAIN” 
Featured in the 20th Cen- 


tury-Fox Picture—‘‘One 
_in a Million” 


Sones For the 


SONOS GDOMA 


Why 


— <—4 





| other. 
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| likker 
| pansiveness, 





| was 
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‘CLL YWOOD 5 


| business’ 
| festivities. 
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PHIL KORNHEWER, Gen. Mar. 


| lavish outlay of bullion. 
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Europe’s No. 1 
Song Sensation! 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


Another Will Hudson Hit 
THE MOON IS 
GRINNING AT ME 


From The Cotton Club Parade 


THAT’S WHAT YOU 
MEAN TO ME 
COPPER COLORED GAL 


ALABAMA 


BARBECUE 
DOIN’ THE SUZI-Q 











Just Released—England’s Favorite 


SUPPOSING 
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a 
A New, Terrific Hit! 


GEE! -: 
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THE LITTLE HOUSE 


} 

| A Cosmopolitan Production 
| THAT LOVE BUILT 
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YOUR EYES HAVE 
TOLD ME SO 


SUMMER NIGHT 


i¢ 


CHARLIE WARREN, Prof, 





I’LL SING YOU A 
THOUSAND LOVE SONGS 


BUT YOU’RE SWELL 


from “SING ME A LOVE SONG” 











REMICK MUSIC CORP... 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
Mer. - 














Stratford here just before New 
Year's. Just to notify the eligible so- | 


ciety boys that stepdaughter Joan 
Peabody was in the market, they 
tossed approximately $100,000 into 
the hopper, laid a 75-piece 
band on the line, 


took 
guests 


500 the place for 
and had the upper crust and 
Pinkerton dicks falling all over each 
It was colossal. 
Despite all the obvious 
the endless supply of floss 
and the Roman 


rooms i1n 


spending, 
y-labeled 
holiday ex- 


pretty dull business. 


shrewd and large-scale social] 
showmanship, but it didn’t have a 


fraction of the excitement of a steam- 


| along in the shank of the morning. 
Apparently the carefully selected 
guests were so intent on being cor- 


|} rect they parked all animation with | 
their ermine and toppers. 


If society’s grand splurge turned 
out to be an entertainment flopperoo, 
however, it wasn’t the fault of show 
lone contribution to the 

At least the music 
all the zip and class indicated by the 
From the 
initial toot the boys behind the in- 
struments provided enough rhythm 
for a Broadway block party. Until 
the fading hours lured away 
senior members, the ballroom 
was the sole scene of action. Those 
75 tooters had even the azure pa- 
triarchs stomping on the upbeat. 

A Super-Terp Team 

That music was dished up hot 
sweet by 30 fiddles, 6 violas, 5 pianos, 
12 saxes, 6 trumpets, 3 trombones, 
a drum, a xylophone, 3 accordions, a 
harp, an electric guitar and six 
basses. Meyer Davis, whose corner 
on society party business keeps more 
than 100 bands working on private 
blowouts during height of season, 
and whose rolls list upward of 1,200 
musicians, supplied that 75-piece ag- 
gregafion. The maestro himself 


floor 


never left the stand, drawing forth | 


the first note at 11 p.m. and winding 


up the final beat about 6:20 the next | 


a.m. During that stretch the longest 
pause was approximately 20 seconds. 

Davis’ flat fee for music was $10,- 
000. For that, in addition to main 
band in ballroom, he 
8-piece gypsy group for main re- 
freshment room. For first hour all 
75 musicians labored away at their 
sharps and flats. After that a mini- 
mum of 65 fought it out in musical 
trenches, with 45 shock troops fir- 
ing entire siege and 30 remainders 
alternating. It was said to be largest 
dance band ever to play _private 
party. Had never played together 
previously as group nor even: re- 
hearsed: ~ But, partly because ar- 
rangements for all Davis groups are 
similar in general style and partly 
because all 75 men are familiar with 


Davis’ batoning, it all rolled along 
with impressive smoothness. 

‘Music played included _ entire | 
range tf terp tunes, from ‘Blue 


Danube’ in old-time Viennese tempo 
to ‘Organ Grinder Swing’ and from 
dansapation of Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ and | 
Gershwin’s ‘Rhepsody: .in =Btue”™_to 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ and ‘12th 
Street Rag.’ But judging from se- 
lections and requests, society’s aris- 





dance | 
buried the hotel | 


| in floral decorations and champagne, slighted heated 


the whole shindig was | 
It undoubtedly | 


ing session at Benny the Bum’s joint 100 to 110 men), 


had | 


the | 


and 
| by drawing an admiring group of 


supplied | 


tocracy leans toward ‘dignified’ mu- 
sic rather than swing. That was 
particularly noticable early in eve- 
ning, when oldsters could still get 
about. Plenty of waltzes were played 
then and even the young bloods 
danced them in old fashioned waltz- 
me-around-again-Willie mode. Dur- 
ing entire party only one couple un- 
laxed sufficiently to essay Lindy Hop 
and that was very brief gesture just 
before 6 a.m. 


Socialite Swingeroo 

If Meyer Davis interpretation of 
society’s likes leaned toward digni- 
fied tempo, however, he by no means 
stuff. And when 
those 65-to-75 lads began to swing 
they unleashed some remarkably in- 
fectious rhythms. That heavy pre- 


ponderence of strings (44 out of total | ere 
datec 
and stirring | 


richness | 


of 75) was impressive 
for waltzes, but it added 
and fullness of tone to the brasses in 
jam sessions. 


Not only was band respectable in 


size as compared to full symphony 
orks (which normally number from 
but its disposition 
on stage was somewhat similar to 
symph groupings. Fiddles and violas 
were at left, with brasses and wood- 
winds on right. 
strung 


along rear. Only 


| that was occasionally used for strik- 
ing solo effects. 

For shov7manship 
also supplied sizable quota on his 
|individual account. Philly, which 
|has seen some eye-taking 
|from its symph maestros (the in- 
| imitable Leopold Stokowski has been 


Meyer Davis | 


| laying audiences in the concert aisles | 

of | prez, 
of | 

| New York. 


for 23 years with his brand 
|}podium acting), would have recog- 
|nized in Davis a conductor with 


| keen awareness of the value of band- 


|leader dramatics. He worked as 
lhard as a wfésfler trying to cross 


up the schedule and was rewarded 


standees to the foot of the stage all 
evening. But if Davis’ exertions and 





emoting were an act it panicked his 


nobility out front. The boys heaved 
too with a will all evening and 
turned in an especially inspired job 


| musicians just as much as it did the 





| whenever the maestro bore down 
| with the stick. 
For adroit ballyhoo, Mrs. P. A. B. 


(the Widener fortune 
dynasty were 


Widener 


| social founded by 


| (Tapacan) Halligan, Steve Hannagan 
or Sir Richard the Maney. Instead 
|of laying 
|the editors’ desks, 
liable -hush-hush technique—and it 
went over like the old shell game. 
Tipped off on the QT about the com- 
ing bender, the eds turned loose 
their society reporters, who drew 
immediate and firm blanks. 


she used the re- 


The Old (P. A.) Army Game 


Not even the Social Register 
scribes were invited to the party and 
telephone inquiries~went for zeros 
when Mrs. W. and her stooges re- 
fused to be lured to a wire. Conse- 
quently, the papers tumbled for the 














Starting the 1937 Season With-Two New Song Hits: 


‘RAINBOW ON THE RIVER’ 


From the RKO Sol Lesser Production, “Rainbow on the River” 





LEO FEIST, inc. ® 





‘GONE’ 


From the M-G-M Production, “Love On the Run” 
1629 BROADWAY °®* 


NEW YORK 

















yarn hook, line, sinker and fishing 
pole. All sorts of advance space was 
|given it :.1d the night of the event 


ithe hotel was stormed by~ a small 
| army of the press. At the last min- 
u‘e Mrs. W. ‘relented’ and permitted 
four daily cameramen into the foyer 
| for. a.few.-shots. Otherwise, only 
| Jerome Zerbe (Life photog), Cholly 
| Knickerbocker, Barclay Beekman 
}and Molly Thayer were allowed in. 
But, in addition, a Variety mugg 
also sneaked past the gendarmes and 
(without even wearing a muzzle ) 
mixed with the guests just as though 
they were respectable, too. 

In physical proportions the Widen- 
ers’ launching of their debutante 
upon the crest of the social wave 
was something to make even Herr 
Reinhart lick his producing chops. 
It was one of those proverbial times 
when the coin of the realm was no 
object. In addition to the $10,000 
for music, $35,000 was said to have 
gone for the decorations, which in- 
cluded two soap bubble fountains, 
| Several shiploads of flowers, one 
|}room fixed up as the Hialeah track 


l(a plug for the course poppa owns) 











Pianos and basses | 
amplifier | 
was usual one on electric guitar and | 


batoning 





and | 


| grandpa Peter, with a butcher stall) | the 


; | the 
might well sHp some pointers to Bill | ie 

\from 12 
down a barrage of dope on | 
| young 





Music Notes 





Moe Jaffe orchestra playing in 
Georgian room of Ben Franklin, 
Philly. Conductor wrote several 
Mask and Wig shows for U. of P. 





Chester Forrest and Bob Wright 


‘have written a special lyric for an 


‘In Ould Kilmain- 
for Metro’s ‘Parnell.’ 


old Irish melody, 
ham Gaol,’ 





Burton Lane and Ralph Freed 
have turned in the title song for 
‘Swing High, Swing Low’ at Para- 
mount studio. 


Charlie Green, prez of Consoli- 
Radio Artists, back after a 
10-dayer to his Cleveland and Chi- 
cago offices. 


Nathaniel Shilkret, 
month’s vacation in New York, is 
scoring ‘Stepping Toes’ at RKO 


studio in Hollywood. 





Jerry Johnson’s orchestra remain- 
ing at the Radisson, Minneapolis, un- 
til Feb. 5. 





Sam Fox is opening a Hollywood 
office for his subsid, Hollywood 
| Songs, Inc, 


Leo Jacobs has become assistant 
|to Ben Edwards in the management 


of the Isham Jones Music Corp. 





J. C. Stein, Music Corp. of America 
has established a residence in 





Art Tatum has opened Swing Club 


in Hollywood. 


Rol, Rogers’ 





16,000 WPA MUSICIANS 


There 





in U.S.A, 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 

Recent statistics disclose that 16,- 
000 musicians have been taken off 
the relief rolls and put to work on 
federal music project units in 
last several months. 
Symphony groups have increased 
to 167 by this move, and 
introduced the works of 1,700 
American composers to audi- 
ences of over 50,000,000 people, 


have 





Staub Is Promoted 


Maurice Staub has been promoted 
to the job of general professional 
manager of Mills Music, Inc. He 
comes from Chicago, where he had 
charge of the Mills firm’s local office 
for the past six years. 

Staub, prior to joining Mills, was 
with Witmark, and later Irving Ber- 
lin, Inc., in Philadelphia. 


and a few miles of pink and silver 
silk drapes. 

Estimates said the ‘bar held 60 
cases of champagne, but that-looked 
conservative. There was also all the 
Seotch, rye, gin (and even milk, 


which apparently is the very latest 


in Blue Book fads), two meals and 
various other refreshments every- 
one could stow away. 


back from a/| 


orchestra current at 
the Hotel Brunswick Casino, Boston, 


Are 167 Symphonic Groups 


DUES CLIP uP 
AT MPPA MEET 


Board of directors of the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association 
will, at its next meeting, consider a 
proposal to reduce the membership 
fees of the publishers in the upper 
brackets. Overall clip for 
classes will amount to 25%. 

Heads of the association have two 





these 





motives for the move. One is to 
| keep the fees down to the point 
|} where they just about meet the 


MPPA’s overhead, and the other in- 
| volves making them low enou; sh to 
| attract such major publishing firms 
| which are not members at the pres 
|}ent time. 








| 


There's - a Silver Moon 


On The Golden Gate 


Coast To Coast 


There's Frost 
On | The Moon 


IN PREPARATION 


The Greatest Score of the 
Year From 


IRVING BERLIN'S 


20th Century-Fox Picture 


“ON THE AVENUE” 























CURRENT FAVORITES 
OF THE HEADLINERS 


‘YOU DO THE DARN’DEST 
THINGS, BABY’ 


‘UNDER YOUR SPELL’ - 


“Your Slightly Terrific” 
“It’s Love I'm After” 
“The Balboa” 


ia MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO, Sole Agents 
1250 SIXTH AVENVE 


RCA BUILDING (RADIO CITY) 


NEW. YORK 














of those defin 


Grow Old 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. ® 








Gathering nromentum by the moment, because it’s one 


‘«Sweetheart Let’s 


By Leo Edwards ahd James’ W. Bratton 


ite ‘“‘naturals.” 


Together’’ 


799 7th AVE. * NEW YORK 

















THE MOST REQUESTED 
WALTZ SENSATION 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., Inc., MUSIC PUBLISHERS, 


LOU 


“THE ONE ROSE” 


IS. BERNSTEIN, Pres. 


NOW IN THEIR NEW QUARTERS—RKO [Radio City Music Hall] BLDG. —1270 SIXTH AVE., NEW YORK 
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DECCA HITS TALENT CLAIM 





Petrillo Blast at Record Biz 
Unchecked by International: 


Sees Wax as 


+ 





Musicians Enemy 





Chicago, Jan. 12. 


James C. Petrillo, chief of the Chi- 
cago Federation of Musicians, has 
the complete sanction and best 
wishes of the American Federation 
of Musicians in his decision to pro- 
hibit members of the Chi local from 
making recordings of any kind as 
of Feb. 1. This sanction comes in 
the refusal of Joseph N. Weber, head 
of the international, to interfere in 
any way with Petrillo in his anti- 
recordings campaign. 

This was brought out by a protest 
to the AFM by RCA Victor against 
the Petrillo ban on recordings in 
Chicago. This prohibition would fig- 
ure as an important setback for Vic- 
tor here which does a great many 
radio disc recordings in Chicago be- 
sides platterzing a number of the 
dance orchestras in this town. Prac- 
tically all of the commercial discs 
have music of some sort, even though 
it might only be theme music at 
beginning and close of the saucers. | 

See Petrillo-Weber 

But despite the RCA protest Weber 
and the officers at the international 
headquarters refused to interfere, 
and replied that Petrillo has the 
complete right to make rulings of | 
this kind within the jurisdiction of | 
the Chi local, and that the protest | 
must be registered directly with Pe- | 
trillo and the Chi local instead of | 
trying to go over the Chi local’s | 
head. 

Petrillo is determined to go through 
with his no-recording campaign and 
in his decision he has the back-pats 
and best wishes of everybody in the 
AFM, according to indications and 
survey made within the member- 
ship. The great bulk of the musi- 
cians believe that Petrillo is attack- 
ing the major musicians problem 
right at the source, and agree with 
him that it’s got to be a fight to the 
finish, since the increased use of 
recordings in theatres, dance halls 
and radio, means the continued de- 
cline of musician employment. 

Petrillo in making this campaign, 
adds another innovation to the 
many he has brought to the musi- 
cians’ organization. Petrillo over the 
years made the Chi local the strong- 
est union of its group in the country. 


Harlem Thugs Beat Up 
Forsythe Few Hrs. After 
Arrival in New York 











Several hours after he had landed 
from England last Thursday (7) Regi- 
nald Farsythe, British West Indian 
composer and band leader, was at- 
tacked while looking for a place to 
live by thugs in Harlem and robbed 
of his watch and money. Blow 
knocked him unconscious and caused 
several wounds or the head, but 
he did not require hospitalization. 

As the result of arrangements by 
Irving Mills, who had brought over 


Most Played on Air 





| 
| 
| 


To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Saturday night, Jan. 3-9. 





IF THERE'S FEE. 





SHOULD BE OUND 


Position Property Right, 


If Established in Litiga-| 


tion Against Radio Sta- 
tion, Should Belong to 
Disc Manufacturer 


ROYALTY ANGLE 








There’s Something in the Air 
Pennies From Heaven 

It’s De-Lovely 

Plenty of Money and You 
Goodnight My Love 

Night Is Young 

I’ve Got You Under My Skin 
Easy to Love 

I’m In a Dancing Mood 

When My Dreamboat Comes 
Chapel in the Moonlight 
Frost on the Moon 

Gee, But Your Swell 

Gone 

Love and Learn 

Timber 

Trust in Me 

If My Heart Could Talk 

I'll Sing 1,000 Love Songs 
For Sentimental Reasons 
Here’s Love in Your Eye 
May I Have the Next Romance? 
Love What Are You Doing? 
That's Life I Guess 
Alabama Barbecue 








|a year as against royalties. 





the composer-leader, Forsythe was | 
removed to the home of Duke EIl- | 
ington, . 
Among Forsythe’s works are! 
‘Serenade to a Wealthy Widow,’ 
‘Dodging a Divorcee,’ et al. 








SEEKS OWN 
LABEL 


Irving Mills hasn’t decided whether 
he will go into the recording busi- 
ness for himself or tie up again with 
one of the existing outfits, such as 
Brunswick or Decca. Mills last year 
took $60,000 out of his Brunswick- 
Columbia connection and he figures 
he could do much better by setting 
up his own distribution in this coun- 
try and selling masters to foreign 
record companies. 

In a talk with Jack Kapp, Decca 
prez, last week Mills submitted the 
proposition of introducing his own 
label under Decca distribution with 
the latter guaranteeing him $52,000 
Mills’ 
contract with the Brunswick-Colum- 
bia combine ran out Dec. 31 of last 
year, but he has expressed a willing- 
ness to continue under the B-C ban- 
ner if given the privilege of releas- 
ing his own label. Label he wants 
to use, whether it is as an independ- 
ent or as part of one of the major 
companies, entails the word Va- 
riety Record Corp. 

Mills on his recent trip to Califor- 
nia did some 30 recordings with 
vocal and instrumental combinations 
which he either owns or manages. 
It’s all novelty stuff and also in- 





| volves lots of special material. 


Among the foreign recorders who 


|have approached him is Warniford 


Run of the Lot for | 


Pokrass on Fox Pact. 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. | 

Sam Pokrass has received a term | 
optional contract as music com- 
poser at 20th-Fox and hereafter will | 
be given general assignments instead 
of being confined to the Ritz Bros. 
cleffings. 

Pokrass is going to New York | 
soon for a two week vacash before | 
ftarting his new termer. 





Irving Rose’s orchestra opens at 
Ft. Montague Beach Hotel, Nassau, 
hamas, on Jan. 19. Band will | 


double into the local Jungle Ciub. 
CRA booked. 


| known, 


Davis, of the British Crystolite Co. 
Davis wants not only to release 
Mills’ stencillings under cheap labels, 
for which the Crystolite Co. is 
but establish a more ex- 
pensive brand exclusively devoted to 
Mills recordings. 





Brunswick’s Big Studio 


Brunswick recording labs in N. Y. 
has broken through into the next- 
|door building for a mammoth re- 
| cording studio capable of accommo- 
dating a full symphony orchestra of 
80 musicians, 

New studio, under Joe Higgins’ 
| direction, includes organ and latest 
Waxing equipment. 


tion of Performing Artists to control 
| the broadcasting of phonograph rec- 


| ords became further complicated last | 


| week, when Decca Records, Ince. 
| filed a petition for leave to intervene 
|in the case of Frank Crumit against 
| WHN, New York. Argument on 
| Decca’s petition, which seeks to re- 
|strain both Crumit and the station, 

is slated to take place tomorrow 
| (Thursday ) before N. Y. Supreme 
| Court Justice Aaron Steuer. 

Decca did not enter into the litiga- 
| tion between Crumit and WHN until 
|after Supreme Court Justice Louis 
Valente had turned down a plea by 
the NAPA'’s Maurice J. 
Speiser, for a temporary injunction 
against the station. Decca now con- 
| tends that if anybody has a right to 
restrain WHN it is the recording 
company, since the latter holds wha 


counsel, 








right of property in the Crumit disc | 
which WHN is alleged to have aired. 


claimed that this same property righ 
was invested in him and that a sta- 
tion had no right to air the record 
in question without obtaining his 
permission. 

Decca’s petition, which was drawn 
up by Milton Diamond, contends that 
Crumit had, by virtue of his contract 
with the recording company, trans- 
ferred all his rights, and that, if a 
property right does exist in the plat- 
ter, it belongs to Decca. The peti- 
tion also takes the position that if in 
the process of ajring the disc the sta- 
tion had violated a property right, it 
was Decca’s right that had been in- 
vaded, and therefore WHN was ac- 
countable to no one but Decca. 


‘Adequately Compensated’ 


Petition states that Crumit had 
been adequately compensated by the 
manufacturer for his services in 
making the record, and that if there’s 
to be any performing licenses issued 
and fees collected, these should be 
the functions of the recording com- 
pany. Also that it would be up to 
the manufacturer to determine what 
share of such proceeds should go to 
the artists. In his petition Diamond 
also says that, although they haven't 
joined Decca in the action, the other 
phonograph companies will support 
his legal contentions. 

Decca’s action was scored by 
Speiser as serving notice on all its 


artists on just what it could expect | 


from that company. Speiser asserted 
that it was absurd for the phono- 
graph companies to expect that they 
control the unlimited services of an 


ord. By entering the case Decca, he 


added, had made the issue a clear- | 
cut one, and it was now up to all | 





parties concerned to thresh it out to 
a finish. Speiser remarked that if 
| Decca had thought it held a property 


| right in the record, why had it in 


recent years been content to assert | 


it by merely pasting on a label warn- 
ing against the record's use for 
| broadcast purposes. 


Decca petition seeks to back up its | 


claim to all rights in the Crumit 
|record by citing the point that it is 
not the artist but the recording com- 
pany which is the creator of the ‘mu- 
| sical art which it evolves in the form 
|of records.’ The manufacturer con- 
| tributes not only a staff of musical 
|experts, such as arrangers, but a 
corps of technicians. 


Attempt of the National Associa- | 


ithe petition terms a common-law 


IRVING MILLS 


is acti age t 
in his action against -WHN, ign eed while attending school at Annapolis 


artist by paying him lc or 2c a rec- | 








Vienna, Dec. 28. 

Torchlight parades, serenades 
and issuance of special stamps 
and minting of new coins will 
mark the 70th birthday of the 
‘Blue Danube’ waltz. 

It was on Feb. 13, 1867, that 
Johann Strauss wrote the mel- 
ody. Strauss was living at that 
time on Praterstrasse 54, Vienna. 
A tablet will be unveiled in the 
house entrance now. 














$1,000,000 SUIT 
OVER “ANCHORS 
AWAY SONG 





Alleged ‘Anchors 
Aweigh,’ marching song of the mid- 
| shipmen of the U. S. Naval Acad- 
emy, was revealed last week 
(Wednesday) through the filing in 
N. Y. Federal Court of an infringe- 
ment suit for $1,000,000 damages 
against the Robbins Music Corp., 


Origin of 





¢ | Subsidiary of MGM, and the publish- 


|ing firm of Doubleday, Doran & Co. 
| Plaintiff is Commander Alfred H. 
| Miles, U.S.N., retired, of Norfolk, Va. 

In his complaint, Miles cites that | 


|} in 1907, the late. Lieut. Charles A. 
| Zimmerman, bandmaster of the 
| Naval Academy band, composed the 
|musie of the piece. Miles suggested 
the title ‘Anchors Aweigh’ which 
Zimmerman adopted. The plaintiff 
then claims he composed the original 
lyrics to the piece. 

Before he died, the plaintiff cites, 
Lieut. Zimmerman caused his com- 
position, without Miles’ lyric, to be 
copyrighted. 

In 1926, Miles cites, the Trident 
Literary Society of the Naval 
Academy, caused to be published in 
book form a group of songs under 
the title, ‘The Book of Navy Songs.’ 
The society empowered Doubleday. 
Page to publish, copyright and sell 
the book. Among the songs was ‘An- 
chors Aweigh’ with thé” original 
lyrics written by the plaintiff. Al- 
though he was given credit by the 
publisher, Niles claims he never re- 
ceived anyremuneration. 

In January, 1929, the plaintiff as- 
serts, the Rudolph Wurlitzer Co. 
which had handled the composition 
on behalf of Zimmerman’s widow, 
turned the copyright over to the lat- 
ter. She in turn assigned the music 
to MGM Picture Corp., which trans- 
ferred it to the Robbins Corp. Miles 
claims that since the latter firm came 
into possession. of the music, his 
original lyrics have been revised and 
he claims this is piracy both on the 
part of the Robbins firm and 
; Doubleday Page. Also among his de- 
mands is that he be paid $250 for 
each time the song has been used 
| either on the radio, or elsewhere and 
|for an accounting of phonographic 
| records. 











| Oakland’s Col. Ticket 


Holly wood, Jan. 12. 
Setting a precedent for itself, Co- 
lumbia studio has put Ben Oakland, 
|} composer, under contract to write 
| music and score pix. 
Oakland’s pact goes for 
years. 


| 


seven 





Harold Adamson and Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh turned in two songs which | 


| Prophecy’ at Universal. 


‘The Evening Is Young.’ 
will publish. 


Virginia Bruce will sing in ‘Class’ 


[Music Publishers Cast Fierce 
Frowns at Discs Slot Machine 
_ Methods; That Breakage Clause 


|Recording Company Takes | 


C2 
‘Blue Danube’ Anni Music publishers are moving to 
protect themselves against what 


they believe to have developed into 
a costly loophole in the uniform con- 
tract existing between them and the 
manufacturers of phonograph rec- 
ords. Even while the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association is in- 
vestigating an alleged practice among 
certain recorders of leasing their 
product to slot machine distributors, 
the uniform contract is being re- 
vised to obligate the disc manufac- 
turer to pay royalties on all records 
turned out. Under the present pro- 
visions of the contract the recorder 
pays on the discs he ‘manufactures 
and sells.’ 

By supplying the slot manufac- 
turing clan with records on a leas- 
ing basis the recording companies, 
music pubs feel, may have been cir- 
cumventing their obligations to the 
copyright owners. The MPPA has 
been instructed by its members to 
probe this alleged method of doing 
business with a view to determining 
whether proper accounting for such 
dispositions have been made to the 
music publishers. Even if things 
turn out to be in order the publish- 
ers want this possible loophole 
plugged up by the proposed change 
in the contract. 

It is estimated that there are 
around 400,000 slot machines using 
phonograph records in operation in 
this country and Canada, with about 
40% of the discs manufactured being 
consumed by such devices. Publish- 
| ers are also debating the proposition 
| of eliminating the provision in their 
mechanical contracts which allows 
the record manufacturer a deduction 
of 10% for breakage. This angle was 
largely fashioned as a reward for 
the manufacturer getting his quar- 
terly royalty statements in when 
due, but since, with the exception of 
one company, the recorders have be- 
come delinquent about such matters, 
the pubs now feel that the allow- 
ance should be withdrawn. Under 
the copyright law the licensee is 
obligated to make an accounting 
every 30 days, but this was always 
waived because of the manufacture 
er’s plea of bookkeeping inconvenie 
ence. 


Kennaway Dissolves 
As Staff Execs Shift 
To Consolidated Agcy. 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 

Charles Green of Consolidated Ra- 
dio Artists, Inc. was in town last 
week to set the final details of the 
merger and take-over of Kennaway, 
Inc, Under the new setup Ken- 
naway disbands and passes out of 
the picture entirely, with the com- 
plete staff and personnel of Ken- 
naway moving over in a body to 
CRA operations, 

Gus Edwards, with headquarters 
in New York, becomes general man- 
ager of the new CRA setup, under 
the presidency of Green. Leo Salkin 
heads the combined offices in Chi- 
cago with George Hillman as second 
in charge and Marvin (Tommy) 
Thatcher also on the local exec staff. 

Understood that Consolidated paid 
a flat cash sum for the Kennaway 
organization, stock of which was 
held in three equal portions by Ed- 
wards. Hillman and Thatcher. This 
cash was split equally among the 
three men who also got indefinite 
contracts as CRA employees. 

Consolidated t over the leases, 
which have two more years to go, 
on the Ke way offices in Chicago 
and N York. CRA here moves 
out its present quarters into the 
large Kennaway offices immediately. 

Among the orchestras which Con- 








Titles rite solidated gets in the merger are 
‘Did Anyone Ever Tell You?’/and | Clyde Lucas, 
Roibbins 


Clyde McCoy, Carl 
Deacon Moore, Don Pedro and Char- 
lie Agnew. 
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Disc Reviews 
By Abel Green 





A novelty on Bluebird 6736 is 
Vernon Geyer swingin’ on the Ham- 


mond electric organ. It’s a solo but 
sounds quite full under Geyer’s con- 
sole dexterity. The new Hammonds, 
incidentally, are becoming more 
and more a part of dance bands’ 
regular instrumentation because of 
its novelty volume. As waxed on 
Victor’s 35c adjunct it’s o.k. Tunes 
are ‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ and the 





perennial ‘Dinah.’ 

Duke Ellington, pér one of the} 
titles, ‘The Duke Steps Out,’ really | 
does so on Bluebird 6727, with 
Haunted Nights’ on reverse. Both 
are the Duke’s original compositions 
and highly interestingly orches- 
trated in the modern idiom. The| 
Serie orchestration for ‘Haunted’ is 
especially effectivel 

Fats Waller and his Rhythm is far 
from icky on Victor 25491 and 25498. 
First couplet are both out of ‘Col- 
lege Holiday’ ‘(Leo Robin-Ralph 
Rainger), titled ‘I Adore You’ and 
‘A Rhyme for Love. ‘Nero’ and 
‘Please Keep Me In Your Dreams,’ 
both pops, further manifest the why- 
fore of the Waller vogue and the 
disk-buyers’ reaction to anything 
that’s novel on the wax. Being a 
definite stylist, his madcap scatting 
is well fortified by a sock dance 
team. 

Johnny Hamp recources to pix for 
*Who’s That Knockin’ at My Heart’ 
(Ralph Freed-Burton Lane) and 
‘Smoke Dreams,’ (by his brother, 
Arthur Freed with Nacio Herb 


—ROY SONGS— 





Stop Everything and 
SWING 
on That | 


‘RUSTY 
HINGE’ 


1937's Dance Craze 














NY, | 














cClhui4lv€é. 


PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


ORGAN GRINDER’S 
SWING 


MR. GHOST GOES 
TO TOWN 


IN A 


SENTIMENTAL MOOD 
SOLITUDE 





EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS 


619 BROADWAY NEW YORK N. Y 





Brown) for a pair of brisk dance 
excerpts in moderated swing tempo. 
‘Mr. Ghost Goes to Town’ and ‘The 
Goona Goo’ really permit the Hamp- 
ites unhampered swingo. Bluebird 
6745-6 respec, and John McAfee and 
Jayne Whitney split the vocals. 
Hamp’s run at the Rainbow Grill, 
N. Y., evidences his click with the 
young hoofers by this brace of re- 
leases. Hamp and his Kenucky sere- 
naders are former Victor faves; now 
on the sister-brand, Bluebird. 

Just for change of pace, Gladys 
Swarthout on a Victor red seal No. 
4324 posthumously releases the late 
William Merrigan Daly’s original 
composition for the operatic and 
screen diva, ‘Could I Be In Love?,’ 
backed with ‘Paradise in Waltz Time’ 
(Coslow-Hollander), both out of 
the yet-to-be-released ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par  filmusical). Maestro 
Daly, a standard on the better radio 
programs, conducted both readings. 
Vocally, of course, they’re in top- 
flight form under this mezzo-so- 
prano’s expert vocalizing. 

Gene Raymond on Brunswick 7796 
is a film recruit who sounds like he 
was signatured for the wax chiefly 
for his marquee values in pictures. 
His vocal is uncertain and unim- 
pressive, doing ‘Will You?,’ an origi- 
nal ditty out of ‘Smartest Girl In 
Town,’ backed with ‘Twinkle Little 
Star’ from ‘Hats Off. Cy Feuer’s 
orchestral backer-uppering is yeo- 
man but this is just another disk. 

Benny Goodman’s Quartet have a 
classic on Victor 25481 with ‘Tiger 
Rag’ and ‘Whispering,’ the clarinet 
(Goodman), piano (Stacy), vibra- 
phone (Rollini) and traps (Krupa) 
combo really sendin’ out something. 
The full GooJman team cut plenty 
of jam with ‘Jam Session,’ composed 
and arranged by James Mundy, 
which is really an educational course 
in swingo as Goodman on the pipe; 
H. Schertzer, W. Depew, A. Rollini 
and V. Russo on reeds; Z. Zarch, H. 
N. Finkelman, G. Griffen, horns; M. 
McEachen and S. Ballard, on the 
slip-sliders; A. Rues guitar; H. 
Goodman, doghouse; Jess Stacey, on 
the music box, and Gene Krupa on 
the traps get in their licks and riffs. 
Backup is the Gershwin-DeSylva 
oldie, ‘Somebody Loves Me,’ under 
Fletcher Henderson’s arranging gen- 
ius. Victor 25497. Same team cuts 
a mean 52d street version of ‘When 
You and I Were Young Maggie’ and 
‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,’ both 
Joe Mundy arrangements, which 
proves that jam isn’t ad lib but in- 
terestingly orchestrated. No, 25492. 


CLICK WRITERS’ OLD 
MSS. IN MILLS PIX DEAL 


Tieup between Republic Pictures 
and Mills Music, Inc., which was ef- 
fected by Irving Mills last week, 
will make available to the producing 
company a flock of unpublished 
manuscripts by such writers as Gor- 
don and Revel, Walter Donaldsor 
and Al Dubin. Deal also gives Re- 
public special access to the Mills 
publications in the matter of syn- 
chronization uses, 

Pinky Tomlin, who is now under 
Irving Mills’ management, has set 
to write the score of and appear in 
‘Sing While You’re Able,’ with Conn 
Pictures, Inc., the producer, Mills 
Music, Inc., will publish. 











Lou Rapp, Barney’s brother, Is 
building a new band. Will use pseu- 
donym of Barry Wood. 

















(Gold Diggers sullaby) 
All’s Fair in Love armed War 
Let’s Put Our Heads Tomether 

Speaking of the Weathe:- 


From “Gold Diggers of 1937” 





ANNOUNCES 


MACK GOLDMAN 


NOW 
PROFESSIONAL MANAGER 


PRESENTING 


CAFE CONTINENTAL 


foney and You 


| 


HARMS, INC., RCA \Bidg., N. Y. 


) From “White Horse Inn” 

_ Blue Eyes 

_ White Horse Inn 

_ | Cannot Live Without 
Your Love 
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0’Connell’s Symph 


Philadelphia, Jan. 12. 

Charles O'Connell, RCA-Victor 
musical director in charge of red 
seal recordings, will baton Philadel- 
phia Orchestra in Academy of Music 
here as part of next Sunday (17) 
Magic Key program. 

O’Connell has in past frequently 
conducted symph group and was in 
charge of last season’s coast-to-coast 
concert tour. 


Duffy Sandstones Knife 
For Another Attempt 
At $250 Clause’s Life 


Washington, Jan. 12. 

Stage was set last week for repe- 
tition of inconclusive 1936 fight over 
copyright law revision when the 
Administration-backed bill abolish- 
ing minimum infringement awards 
was reintroduced in the Senate and 
Senator F. Ryan Duffy of Wisconsin, 
its sponsor, was given a berth on the 
Patents Committee. 

Promising to renew efforts to wipe 
out the $250 damage clause and 
otherwise ‘modernize’ the statute, 
Duffy 











tions. On the whole, the 1936 version 
is identical with the draft approved 
by the Senate last year and later 
talked to death in the house Patents 
Committee. 

There is only one variation of im- 
portance to broadcasters. Instead of 
providing for a 56-year copyright 
term, Duffy has abandoned efforts 
to change the present law, which 
authorizes 28-year grants renewable 
for a like period. Other changes re- 
gard importation of printed matier 
and film licensing. 

While Duffy was set for another 
round, the copyright fight leaders 
in the House made no moves. during 
the first week. None of the alterna- 
tive bills—advocated last year bv 
Representatives William I. Sirovich 
of New York, friend and ardent 
champion of American Society of 
Composers, Authors, and Publishers 
and Burrwood Daly of Pennsylvania, 
spokesman for Association of Per- 
forming Artists—reappeared. Repre- 
sentatives Thomas O’Malley of Wis- 
consin and Braswell Dean of Georgia 
ASCAP foes, also lay low waiting 
for the opposition to step first. 

Two Years to Work 


With two years in which to put} 
Duffy was optimistic | 


across his bill, 
about the prospects during the com- 
ing session. The measure will re- 
main on the legislative calendar un- 
til the 75th Congress dies sometime 
late in 1939, giving him two sessions 
in which to obtain enactment. The 
fact that the bill won Senate ap- 
proval last year is a definite ad- 
vantage, while Duffy’s appointment 
to the committee which handles such 
legislation puts him in a better posi- 
tion and means he is sure to be 
one of the conferees who will adjust 
any differences between bil!s passed 
by the House and the Senate. 
Although the revision bill is sure 
to receive sympathetic attention in 


put his measure in the legis- | 
lative hopper with only a few altera- 


»| the 





———5 





Last Week's 25 Best Sellers 


National best sellers in sheet music this past week will be a regu- 
lar chart in Vartety every week. The trade will be interested in 
comparing the selling relativity to the most-played-on-the-air tabu- 
lations, shown elsewhere on this page. Song title and publisher of 
the best selling 25 are included; only the title of the song is recorded 
in the air plugs. 

Chapel in the Moonlight ....ccccccccsccescceesess- Ohnapiro 
*Pennies From Heaven ..cccccccccecccsccscccgessess velect 
tIt’s De-Lovely . eeccaeeccvoceseececess Chappell 
*I’ve Got You Under My SKin. ..ccccseccccvecseesss» Chappell 
+The Night is Young e PR PW PT Pe Se & Music 
*Rainbow on the River 





eee eee een tenes 


eee ee eres se eeeeeeeeeseeeasas . Feist 








Goodnight My Love ..... cc ecccccccesccesccecs -keOUDINS 
*With Plenty of Money and You. idescanacwodanec ccc, Ike. 
*One, Two, Button Your Shoe ......... eo cccccccecces elect 
When My Dream Boat Comes Home....cececceeess Witmark 
Oren. Gringer’s: Swit. o6cesocecsdetces ccccceccees exclusive 
*I’ll Sing 1,000 Love Songs ...... 1666 40606 C0606 50 6 meIOR 
I Love You From Coast to Coast..... scocgcececeseess Ueriin 
See Oe eves eceeseees eeeees sccecceccceccececes sAger 
*Hey, Baby, Hey cbecccccccceteneceseeaéocoeess CHappell 
*Sweetheart Waltz ...... sdb wec0eseeenehnesnsoussacusve ous 
*I’m in a Dancing Mood Gad O4hbN 6 0040 bR ROO O00 as0eeP WROTE 
|} “I Adore You ........ sce eeeeccecceccccceceesceccess Famous 
fo) OR errr ert rr coccccececesoces Chappell 
WE I A san ns ho om CON Oe ROR ES CES Oe ¥00eccegeeesdee sameuece 
| *Who’s That Knocking at My Heart?......cecceseeessFamous 
|| *The Way You Look Tonight...... ecccccceccccccces  Cnappell 
at” a ee peer cieunes ov oe ebeebee bese ke Cau 
You Gotta Smile ......... 600000 0000000000seceseeee eeeOUUINS 
Tees POOR ON Tis WOO. 6s os 656-050 eesdatarensass Berlin 


* Indicates fimusical song. ft 


Indicates stage production song. 
others are pops. 


The 





es 








ithe Senate, the situation in the,’ Paul Pendarvis ork will return 


to 


| House is still tough for advocates of | the Rose Room of the Palace Hotel, 
| copyright legislation. All of the mem-| San Francisco, on Feb. 1 for a 
| bers who helped knife the Duffy | special engagement following an 
measure last spring are back on the | absence of almost a year. Bernie 
job, the only two changes in the} Cummins’ ork, now at the Palace, 


House Patents Committee being on 
the Republican side of the table. 


will motor east for auto show dates. 





And neither of these G.O.P. members 
showed very lively interest in the 
subject, 


AL BOWLLY BACK TO ENG. | 


Ss. A— 


GAZING AT A BLAZING 
FIRE 


LONESOME GUITAR 


IT’S STILL 
BEING DONE 


YOU'RE JUST A 
LITTLE DIFFERENT 








Hylton Not Coming to U. 
Tiff with Stein 





| Al Bowlly, vocalist for Ray Noble, 
, | nas gone back to England. British 
| maestro guaranteed Bowlly but with 
his closing at the Rainbow Room, 
LN. Y., and going off a commercial, 
singer had to return home. 
Noble opens today (Wednesday) at 
the Broadway Paramount. 


abrae_- +=: 


NIGHT 


OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
SWING? 


IN YOUR EMBRACE 


»-<> 


—~—. 
at &. A 


Meantime, just as Noble’s Victor | Ni RUMBAS 
recordings brought him to American | Hy SPIC AND SPANISH 
attention, the recent Decca record | K epee 
demands for Ambrose’s disks may | | MY SOMBRERO 


a 


shortly thrust that British maestro 
into U. S. consciousness. Bert 
Ambrose was in New York 13 years 
ago at the old Grand Central Palace 
ballroom, when that opened as a 
mammoth hoofery, but since then 
has been a London society dance 


Orchestrations 50c each 
EDDIE LAMBERT—®en. Prof. Mar, 
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RADIO CITY, N.Y. 








maestro. 








Jack Hylton, of course, is also now 
back in England after a year in 
America, around Chicago and on the 
Realsilk radio program. A man- 
agerial tiff with J. C. Stein (Music 
Corp. of America) stymied Hylton’s 
U. S. return this season. 


‘Witmer 


The Sensational Ballad 








Inside Stuff—Music 


While Warner Bros. owns T. B. Harms Co, 100%, its profits go 75% to 
Jerome Kern and 25% to WB. Hence the film company, now that Kern’s 
own works are being shifted into Chappell & Co., will most likely permit 


that outfit to run a passive course. 


in giving filmusical publication rights to T. B. Harms Co. when Kern (Max 
Dreyfus also has a share of his end) shares the most. 
works will be chiefly Witmark, Harms, Inc. and Remick copyrights. 

It was different when Kern-Dreyfus were more directly connected with | J) 
WB, but now Dreyfus is interested in Chappell & Co. (of America) along | ¥! 
with Crawford Music Corp., more so than anything else, 
bowed out of the WB music pub affiliations, 





Chappell Co. last week informed 


had acquired the American rights to the song numbers in Franz Lehar’s 


operetta, ‘Frederique,’ from Harms, 


made for the rights in 1930 when Max Dreyfus, who now owns Chappell, | 


was operating Harms. 


on tour, are not, 
rights of the melodic phase of the 


American lyrics of the operetta, with the result that the issue of the songs 
put out by Chappel! will contain either the original German lyrics or the | 
English verses controlled by the Chappell Co, of England. 





Unique among dance maestro-arrangers is Joe Haymes, 
run at Frank Seiden’s Laurel-in-the-Pines, 
built up and developed a number of dance bands and then ceded them | 
to other personalities. Tommy Dorsey and Buddy Rogers’ orchestras were 
Noble culled many of his team from 
another Haymes band. The 29-year-old bandmaster-arranger doesn’t mind 
as part of the deal calls for him to continue making arrangements for | 


formerly Haymes’ combos. Ray 


his teams. 


Harry: Reser, 





; 
Lee and Jake Shubert, who currently have a production of the operetta | 
it is understood, exercising any claim to the American | 





when at Arcadia ballroom, N. Y., had an original tune 
which, for want of anything else, he called the ‘Arcadia Swing.’ 

Requests for it has finally resulted in Larry Spier, general manager of 
Crawford Music, calling in Fred Ahlert and Joe Young to fix it up and |} 
it’s now going out as ‘The Goona-Goo,’ 


When My 
Dream Boat 
Comes Home 


ee 


Thru the Courtesy of Love 


| M, WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN, Prof, Mgr. 








Warners, obviously, can see no point 


Hence the WB 


Dreyfus has 























the trade by circular letter that it | 


Inc. Latter got the investment it 


THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
WORLD 
IS MINE 


(TONIGHT) 
NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING Co MPANY 


125@ SIXTH 
10 CITY 
Lap 


Lehar score. Shuberts do own the 


concluding a 
Lakewood, N. J., who has | 


RCA BGR ONS 
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Fox, Bklyn, in 3d Year with Ams and 
Comm'l Sponsor, Ups Mondays 50-607, 





The Fox, Brooklyn, is entering 
upon its third year of Monday night 
amateur hour broadcasts from its 
stage with unique commercial spon- 
sorship to hypo the b. o. The 
Michaels Bros., Brooklyn furniture 
retailers, have signed a new two- 
year contract, with an option for 10 
additional years. Sponsor is also on 
the air each Monday evening over 
the Inter-City station, WMCA. 

Originally the Brooklyn Fox 
broadcasts supplemented the regular 
weekly stage shows which were a 
part of the policy at this downtown 
house up to about a year ago. Al- 
though” the theatre went to double 


bills the urge to retain the amateur 


hours prevailed in view of the fact 
that figures consistently had shown 
Monday business to be better than 
for other week days and frequently 
in excess of the take on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Monday night (11), 
for instance, the house stopped sell- 
ing tickets at 7 p. m., with the ama- 
teur hour devotees and tyro friends 
lining the walls as well as warming 
all the seats. VARIETY’s reporter had 
to view the show from backstage. 
Since the hour of simonpures was 
jnaugurated 
been from 50-60% 
Mondays prior to its inception. Show 
goes on at 9:30 p. m. over the WMCA 
station every Monday excepting one 
in each month when it’s 10 o’clock. 
When the Fox desired to continue 
its Monday night fan bait, arrange- 
ments were made to carry over Don 


Kerr, who had been the m. c. under | 
the stage show policy, as well as Ben 


Nelson and his orchestra here for a 
long time. Kerr and Nelson are thus 
assured of a steady Monday night 
job, with the rest of the week for 


anything else they can find, Nelson | 


carries a soloist in his hand, Gus 
Federer, who seems to be one of the 
desirables with the fans. He has a 
nice voice. 


Theatre gets hundreds of appli- | 


cants from hopefuls, mostly from 


Brooklyn and Long Island. Some, | 


however, are from out of town also. 
Auditions are held each Saturday and 
the show prepared for Monday with 
a couple included who are to get 
the gong, a properoo. 

The house uses an ambulance gag, 
with a couple of stage hands dolled 
up in white clothes as 
bearers, only they use a contraption 


that has sides on it. When the ambu- | 


lance cases come along and the gong 
sounds, they march downstage to 
pick up the victims. 

On Monday night (11) a couple of 


the ams nearly got a gong that | 
wasn’t in the rehearsal but in both 
cases Kerr jumped to the rescue and | 
One lad, Ted Van| 
’ Wagener, who does barnyard imita- 


saved a life. 


tions, was getting the bizness threat- 
eningly but he forced his way 
through the hissing, stomping and 
yelling largely on his own and came 
out okay. His chances, such as they 
are, aren’t half bad. 

House hands out $25 as first prize 
and a Bulova wrist watch as second, 


with audience applause largely de- | 


ciding the winners. Votes are also 
obtained over the telephone, number 
of the theatre for that purpose be- 
ing broadcast for listeners. No ex- 
planation Monday eve (11) how the 
Rita Marino trio would split up the 
wrist watch which they won as sec- 
ond prize. 
dancer, walked off with first honors. 
He worked as though he may have 
had some previous experience. 
Selection of numbers means a lot 
to the Fox ams. ‘Pagliacci’ and 
“Mother Machree’ are always sure- 
fire, but coloratura sops are up 


against it. Group on Monday night, | 
In addition to winners, and mostly | 


Singers, were Melody Rascals, har- 
monica group; 
Frank Covello, Corinne Page, Bill 
Rosen, Tex Van Wagener, Joe Ropo, 
Estelle Judge, Hector Thibaut, Ruth 
Sawyer, Tony Godino, William Mor- 
Zanstern, Barry Winters, Jimmy 
Stassi and Frank Small. 

Station plug for Michaels Bros. is 
Supplemented by plug for Fox as 


well as the Paramount, latter also | 
part of the Si Fabian operating poo) ' 


in downtown Brooklyn. Char. 





Confectionery Switch 


Jules Farbstein, assistant to Sid 
Piermont, Loew's, vaude booking 
Manager, resigned this week to ac- 
cept an exec position with the Peo- 
ple’s Candy Co. 


_ Outfit operates candy concessions 
in theatres, 


+ 





Bye-Bye Whoopee 





Knoxville, Jan. 12. 
of night spots and 
beer parlors in Cleveland, 
Tenn., near here, have a bad 
case of the jitters. The Bradley 
County Court has put teeth in 
its beer laws. 


Owners 


Without a dissenting vote the 
court at its last meeting elected 
three Baptist ministers 


bers of the 


as mem- 
new beer commis- 
sion, with full authority to issue 





the Monday gross has | 
greater than for | 


stretcher | 


Charley Johnson, tap | 


Dorothy Brocher, | 


or revoke _ permits. In the 
Bible belt, that means some- 
thing. 











Loew Vaude Back 
Into the Century, 


Baltimore, Feb. 5 


With matters settled with the mu- 
Sicians’ union local there, Loew’s re- 
turns stage shows to the 
Baltimore, week of Feb. 5. House 
has been straight pictures for sev- 
|eral months, having dropped the 
stage end for the run of ‘Great Zieg- 
feld’ (MG). 

First show at the Balto theatre 
will be topped by Lupe Velez and 
Johnny Weissmuller, at $5,500 for the 
| week, with Clyde McCoy’s orchestra 
augmenting, Fats Waller’s orchestra 
| will head the show following. 
Century had been admittedly in 
need of stage shows, feeling the 


| pinch from the indie vaudfilm Hippo- | 


drome operated by Izzy Rappaport. 
| Musicians, however, had continually 
refused to accept Loew’s offer of a 
|; contract stipulating only 20 stage 
weeks out of 52. Circuit wanted the 
option of playing straight pictures 
the remaining 32 weeks. 





Terms 


Baltimore, Jan. 12. 

Loew's Century and musicians’ 
Local 40 are finally reconciled. 
Briefly, Loew’s, in new contract, can 
cancel pit band with regular two- 
week notice. For this cancelling 
privilege, theatre will tack $12.50 on 
each pitman’s regular weekly scale 
of $75. No payment will be made 
during layoffs. Loew's is paying that 
extra $12.50 to each musician each 
week as sort of a ‘penalty’ payment. 
New contract will run until next 
Labor Day. 7 

Twice during negotiations with 
Loew's, union board had asked Izzy 
Rappaport, operator of indie Hippo- 
drome, if he objected to union giving 
Loew’s a contract for ‘occasional’ 
use of band, while terms of the Hipp 
contract held latter house to full- 
| time employment of musicians. Local 
40 evidently figured it must get Rap- 
paport’s o.k. on such a contract as 
that tendered the Century, else the 
indie operator might go to court 
over discrepancies in musical con- 
tracts given theatres on equal foot- 


ing; there was also an angle in that | 
union had pointedly told Rappaport | 


last September, just before labor 
| year commenced, that if his Hipp 
did not sign contract, but went 
straight-pic for a_ stretch, house 
would have to pay musikers for lay- 
off time before union would agree 
to a deal. 

Rappaport, on both occasions when 
| queried by union, said as far as he 
| was concerned he thought the mu- 
| sikers should go back to work, and 
| that if the union could get together 
| with Loew’s, it was jake with him 
| whatever the Century’ contract 
stipulated in way of concessions not 
granted the Hipp. 


Dog Act’s $650—Tops 


Red Dust (Robert Williams) will 
draw what is reported a record sal- 
ary for a single-dog act when it 
piays the St. Regis hotel, N.- Y., 
"Satnr Jan. 18. 





Salary will be $650 weekly, ar- 
| ranged by the William Morris office. 


GOODMAN’S PAR SWING 


| 

| Benny Goodman's orchestra, cur- 

lrently at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
N. Y., has been booked for the Par- 

; amount on Broadway. 

| Comes in some time in February. 


Century, | 


Minevitch Into Nitery 


Combo of Borrah Minevitch’s har- 
monica band and Sylvia Froos will 
top the floor show at the Versailles 
nitery, New York, opening Jan. 28. 
Week previous, Minevitch crew plays 
the Roxy theatre, N. Y. 

Versailles’ show opening Thursday 
|night (14) will include Larry Adler, 
Wini Shaw and Manya and Drigo. 
| Adler leaves directly after the two 








| weeks’ booking for a Metro picture 


assignment on the Coast. 


NBC STAGE UNIT 
OF FAMOUS JRS. 


Baltimore. Jan. 12 
NBC is producing a vaude unit 
tagged ‘Br« 





adway. Juniors,’ which 





| will feature flock of offspring from 
| w.k.’s. 

Already set are Eddie Foy, Jr.; 
Eddie Leonard, Jr.; Frank Tinney, 


Jr.: Joe Cook, Jr.: Enrico Caruso, Jr.; 


Harry Carroll's daughter, June; Tom | 


| Howard’s daughter, Ruth: Jack Lait’s 


daughter, Lois, and, to fill out, Roy 
Campbell's Royalists and a line of 
12 girls. 

booked by Izzy Rappaport’s 


Hippodrome here, and will 
either Jan” 29 or week 
(Feb. 5). 


' I 
Unit 
bow in 
| 

| 


‘Tampa Asks $599,355 


| From Thurston Estate; 


_ Says He ‘Lost Prestige 


? 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 
Late Howard Thurston’s magical 
| proceedings got into the law courts 
| over week-end, when S. R. Sugden, 
Pittsburgh magician, known profes- 
sionally as Tampa, entered a demand 
for a healthy slice of the estate. 


‘Tampa, England’s court magician,’ 
after a command performance before 
George V in London, obtained a 
court order in Newark directing 
Thomas F. McMahon, New York at- 
torney, to show cause why an in- 
ventory of the Great Thurston’s 
property had not been made-—a pre- 
liminary to a further inquiry as to 
why Sugden should not 
$599,355 out of the estate. 

According to Sugden, he assisted 
Thurston in perfecting many of the 
latter’s illusions and was arranging 
a contract with latter to take a No. 
2 Thurston show on the road at the 
time Thurston 
which led to his death. 

Sugden claims he lost money and 
prestige from the fact that fulfillment 
of the contract was prevented by 
Thurston's illness and death. 


AMERICAN MUSIC HALL, 
N.Y., SETTLES WITH AFA 


Krimsky Brus. (John and Jerrold) 
settled in full last week with the 
American Federation of Actors after 
| the latter had picketed their Ameri- 
| can Music Hall, on East 55th street, 
| N. Y., for one week. AFA called the 

strike when 11 of its members were 
| cancelled Jan. 2, before termination 
of their contracts. 

Settlement figure was $899, repre- 
senting two weeks’ pay. Performers 
had played for eight days when the 
cancellations came through. 

Krimskys will reopen the melier 
music hall, formerly a church, with 
a new show Jan. 23. 


Pal, Col., Blaze Burns 
Out ‘Mardi Gras’ Revue 


| Columbus, Jan. 12. 

An early morning fire in the Palace 
| burned out the final day’s perform- 
|}ances of Carroll's ‘Mardi Gras Revue’ 




















last Wednesday (6), destroying scen- | 


ery and costumes. 

Flames were confined 
and the theatre reopened Thursday 
|on a straight film policy. 





Paradise Show En Tour 


First date for the Paradise Rest., 
N. Y., stage unit is week of Feb, il 
at the Paramount, Springfield, Mass. 
William Morris office is agenting. 

Jerry Lester will head the girl- 
unit. 





MCA. Adds Phil Bloom to Expand 
Vaudfilm-Radio Booking Facilities 





following | 


Sugden, who adopted the billing of | 


be paid | 


suffered the stroke | 





Political Fandangos 





New rib among the nitery 
bunch devolves about the Span- 
ish dance teams. It’s sometimes 
grimly humorous to ask the 
fundango tangoists what sort of 


dancing they do. Usually, sans 
humor, they'll say, ‘Spanish 
dancing.’ 

*Rebe ( le en fol- 
lo e ll le ( 
tic 

I ( Cc 1 ! a a) > 
the de of Bonifaces 
mon the Latin cafe whose 
known sympathies attracts one 
or another faction 


in the Span- 
ble. 





ish political squal 


Stanley, Ptshg, 
Again Drops Its 
Vande; ‘Big’ Pix 








| 
| 


cently resumed stage shows after 


| settlement with the musicians union 





local there, drops vaude for four 
weeks, starting Jan. 29. Move, ac- 
‘cording to Loew’s and Warners, 


| which jointly operate the deluxer on 
a pooling agreement, is to play off 

lan accumulation of ‘big pictures.’ 

| 
Pitt conforms: with the new agree- 

|ment between the house and the mu- 

| sicians. 

ito go straight pictures for aug 12 

| weeks out of 52. 

| 





Meehan, Singer, Won't 
Read News Bulletins; 
Quits F&M In St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 
Danny Meehan, one of Ben Ber- 
nie’s lads, brought here from Cali- 
| fornia as m.c. and vocalist at Fan- 
| chon & Marco’s Ambassador theatre, 
|quit Thursday (7) following tiff 





ford. Crawford asked Meehan to do 
newstator stint, but Meehan ob- 
jected on ground his voice was not 
suited for work. Meehan will rejoin 
Bernie. 

He has been replaced at Ambas- 
sador by George Byron, who was 
m.c.’ing and wielding baton at St. 
Louis theatre. Freddy Mack was 
brought back from New York to re- 
sume task at the St. Louis. 

Mack, however, has handed in his 
resignation to enter dance band 
ficld. Mack has had yen to organ- 
ize own outfit for some time. F.&M. 
will bring in Johnny Perkins Jan. 
22. He will open at the Ambassa- 


between 
Louis. 


MILT DOUGLAS ON A 
$500 BICYCLE IN FLA. 


Miami, Jan. 12. 

Milt Douglas, the singer, by dou- 
bling between two spots, is drawing 
the top income for a single per- 
former currently in Florida. 

Douglas is bicycling between the 
Hollywood Beach Club, Hollywood, 
and the Town Casino, Miami, at $500 
weekly from each spot. Hollywood 
and Miami are 30 miles apart. 


Paree’s Big Lineup 


the Ambassador and St. 

















backstage | 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 
Gertrude Niesen will top the new 


| Chez Paree floorshow coming in Feb. 
include | 


12. Supporting acts will 
Edgar Bergen, Paul Sydell and Spot- 
ty, Bert Frohman, Edna Sedgwick, 
Santchey and Buckley. 

Henry Busse’s band, current, sticks. 


PUPPETS’ QUICK N. Y. REPEAT 
Salici Puppets, which played 

Loew’s State, New York, last week, 

has been set for a quick repeat. 
Return date is March 26 (Easter 








Week). 


| Temporary drop of stage shows in 


with house manager, Harry Craw- | 


dor, probably alternating with Byron | 


+ 








Music Corp. of America is expand- 
ing its talent end to take in vaude, 
picture and radio performers (to 
augment its bands). Phil Bloom, 
formerly with the Simon Agency in 
New York, joined MCA early this 


week to organize comprehensive 
talent departments in N. Y. and 
Hollywood, probably dividing his 
time between both spots. 

Addition of Bloom to its staff is 
another gesture on the part of MCA 
to meet the competish of other 
agencies, especially the International 
(French Casino Corp. subsid), which 
is providing complete floor shows 
along with bands to niteries and 
hotels. Lou Wolfson, formerly with 
the William Morris office, joined 


MCA a month ago for foreign talent. 
On the Coast currently, Wolfson is 


expected to go to London about mid- 
| February. 


In providing complete floorshows 


| (besides agenting for pictures, radio 


and vaude) MCA will be doing 


|everything in the niteries and hotels 


|} except 


Stanley, Pittsburgh, which only re- 


4 


Contract permits the house | 





| 
| 





} 


} 
| 








operate the kitchens. Since 
repeal, the Music Corp. has also had 
a liquor adjunct, getting the bar con- 
cession in some of the hotel nitery 
rooms it services with bands. An- 
other department in MCA also pro- 
vides favors for the celebrants, such 
as paper hats, confetti, etc. 





No Censorship in Det. 
Niteries, But Theatres 
Must Dress Up Nudes 


Detroit, Jan. 12. 
Niteries and cafes here are run- 
ning virtually wide open as regards 
censorship, while local theatres, 
which maintain their own censorship 


| board, have banned fan dancers and 


their like. 

Occasionally police step in on a 
nitery and order drapes 6n nudes or 
else, but generally about the only 
thing which results is hypoed grosses 
at the ‘punished’ niteries. As an illus- 
tration, following are the current 
shows at a few local spots: 

Club Chateau, spotlighting nudity 
in gold with all-girl revue; the 
Corktown Tavern, with French Re- 
vue Comique and a cellophane rum- 
ba; the Madhouse and its Horrors of 
1937; Purity Cafe, with a Beef Trust 


| Revue, and the Club Frontenac, pre- 


senting ‘Whoops,’ an all-male revue 
with ‘America’s most beautiful men,’ 


3. N.Y. NITERIES FADE 
OUT WITH NEW YEAR’S 


Among the new year’s nitery cas- 
ualties are the ‘Original’ Maisonette 
Russe de Paris, on the site of the 
old House of Morgan, which Nick 
Bates of the former Merry-Go-Round 
has taken over and will probably 
re-tag the M-Go-R. After the Mor- 
gan club, which Harry Kannen built 
for Helen Morgan, went into 77b, 
the hostess at the Maisonette Russe 
in the Hotel St. Regis, N. Y., decided 
to start out on her own, and took it 
over. The venture lasted two months 
or so. 

Along West 52d street, the Clover 
Club has faded. This was Willie 
Weber’s spot with Jackson, Irving 
and Reeve, Red McKenzie, on the 
site of the former Joe DuPierot’s, 
tried it as a swing spot, but likewise 
n.s. h. DuPierot meantime had 
moved to East 52d as a class eatery. 
Mike (Farley and) Riley’s try with 
a new swing band at the Caliente 
also faded through passive biz, and 
Oshins and Leshay are back again 
in the Chick Goldman-Irving Alex- 
ander nitery. 

Lease trouble has also delayed 
Billy Reed’s proposed new Club 
Rhumba at No. 20 West 52d street, 
which won't get started now until 
next fall. This reduces America’s 
Montmartre sector to 21 hot spots, 
all on that one block. 











Allen K. Foster to Coast 


Allen K. Foster is going to Holly- 
wood, having been engaged to spot 
his equestrienne chorus in ‘Hippo- 
drome,’ to be filmed by Universal, 
Part of the routine wiil be similar 
to that he directed in ‘Jumbo’ last 
season at the Hipp, N. Y. Foster will 
take 10 girls and horses to the Coast, 

Stager has several directional of- 
fers for floor shows in New York 


and a deal for a novelty in Miami is 
pending. 
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Creating A Demand 








Almost anyone in the show business would agree to | 


anything reasonable, if assured there would be a de- 
mand created in it for his services. 


No doubt many devote hours of thought to that very | 


subject. For to create a demand is to increase value. 


Yet here is a very simple way to start—‘Variety.’ 


No better way to create a demand in the show busi- 
ness than to let the trade know you are in it and what | 
you do. 


no mention had appeared in ‘Variety’ that he had just 
completed a lengthy tour with his own unit. He had 
had several months to inform the show business where 
he was and what he was doing. 


Show people and producers like publicity, but 
mostly want it free, and often get it that way in the 
dailies. It’s seldom of commercial value in the dailies, 
All the dailies in America could not and would not 
reach the number of important show people ‘Variety’ 
does each week. 


erease value, or sell anything in the show business, 
there is nothing to equal a trade paper that’s read by 
that business. ; 


And that’s ‘Variety.’ 


When they say, and years too late, ‘I should have 


| 
| 

For commercial purposes, to create a demand or in- 
| 

: 

advertised,’ they are saying something. | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


‘Variety’ received a letter from an artist asking why | 
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A Page Out of 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
+ 





THE STUMP SPEECH 


(Enter, dressed as old colored 
preacher, with large book under 
am. (Old hotel register is best for 
this purpose, or else any large book 
or even a phone book.) Place book 
on table center stage...and face 
audience — ‘vegas table...as if 

i ulpit. 

Perothers cad Cisterns, I have de- 
cided to divide my sermon in three 
parts. The first part I'll understand 
and you won't. The second part, 
you will understand and I won't. 
The third part nobody will under- 
stand. You will notice I have ar- 
ranged everything in my sermon 
for simplicity. For in the first part 
lll tell you what I’m going to tell 
you, in the second part I'll tell you, 
and in the third part I'll tell you 
what I has told you. (Bang open 
book with hand.) 


Now Brethern and Cisterns, let’s 
open the little red books and sing— 
(to music of St. Louis Blues): 

Ashes to ashes 

Dust to dust 

If the black gals don’t get you 

The high-yallers must. 

Very good, very good indeed. The 
subject of tonight’s course is woman. 
The word woman is derived from 
the Latin by adding woe to man, 
and she’s been adding woe to man 
ever since. (Bang book with open 
hand.) 

Adam bit into the apple because 
he was tempted by a peach, and 
man’s troubles have been coming in 
pairs ever since. And although 
woman was evolved from man’s rib, 
she has refused to remain a side 
issue. (Bang book with open hand.) 

Woman is indeed a conundrum; 
she keeps us guessing and yet we 
hate to give her up. A woman has 
24 ribs and an umbrella has 30 
ribs, and yet see how much easier 
it is to shut up an umbrella. And 
then again on a rainy day, a good 
wife is more likely to remain at 
your side than an umbrella. (Bang 
book with open hand...or um- 
brella.) 

When I pick up a newspaper in 
the morning the first thing I look 
at is the engagements, then I look 
at the marriages. And last of all 
the matrimonial squabbles. I like 
to see who is being hooked, booked 
and cooked. (Bang book with open 
hand. ) 

There are thousands of farmers 
’way down south clamoring for 
wives; they must be farmers or else 
they wouldn’t be so anxious to get 
married. I believe that lots of men 
would get married if they only knew 
where to get good helpmates. Why 
doesn’t some big department store 
open up a wife department? Great 
idea. Green trading stamps with 
every purchase and double-trading 
stamps with females over 40. (Bang 
book with open hand.) 

Customers at a distance could 
order wives by mail. Just send for 
a catalog. If you want a young 
wife look under peaches, if you 
want an old maid look under dried 
fruit. (Bang book with open hand.) 
Wives to suit every pocket. Even if 
they don’t know much about your 
pocket they will soon get their hand 
in. Just pick out the wife you want 
and the rest is easy. She'll be 
shipped to you by express. The box 
will be marked ‘Contents brittle and 
liable to break...any man.’ (Bang 
book with open hand.) 


The Wimmen 


Women are not what they used 
to be...they used to be girls. She’s 
only a rag, a bone and a hank of 
hair, but all de boys wants to be- 
come junk dealers. All women don’t 
talk, some of them holler. Women 
don't talk any oftener than men, 
but they talk longer. ‘Bang book 
with open hand.) 

Can you imagine a barber trying 
to shave a woman's chin? All he 
would have to do is to hold a razor 
to the chin and she would talk so 
much that the chin would shave it- 
Self. The greatest calamity I ever 





seed was a two-faced woman who 
talked to herself and tried to have | 
the last word. You never can tell | 
about women; even if you can you} 
shouldn't, (Bang book with open} 
hand.) 
The best way to approach a 
woman with a past is with a present. | 
Women are like olives, you must | 
Bet used to them. As I said before, | 
woman was made from man’s rib. 
ut today she is usually made from | 
Somethin’ from his hip. 

I don’t believe in clubs for women 
+..take an axe. 
_ All great temptations are circular 
in form. 


i 


A bottle is round: so are women’s’ 


iin had a hole in it. 


Old Vaudeville 





Pitt. Hotel Resuming 
7-Day Nitery Policy 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 

Latest local hostelry to make a 
play for nitery trade on a regular 
basis is downtown Hotel Roosevelt 
in heart of theatrical sector. Spot’s 
Gold Room all winter has been op- 
erating on Saturday and holiday 
nights only with moderate name 
bands, but now plans to try it nightly 
with local orchestra. 





Bob Clayman, who has been play- 
ing around here for years with occa- | 
sional air outlets, draws the assign- 
ment and, in addition, he gets the| 
title of musical director at Roose- | 
velt for all affairs. 

Gold Room opened year ago with | 
dancing nightly, tried it with Joe) 
Candullo’s band and then Bernie 
Armstrong’s home-town crew. but| 
gave up the ghost after couple of| 
months. Has been inactive since then 
until this winter, when Saturday 
night policy was resumed. 


MITZI AND BELLE HOLD | 
OVER IN CHI AND N. Y. 








William Morris agency has set} 
holdovers for two femme singles in 
widely separated niteries. Mitzi 
Green sticks for another two weeks 
at the Congress hotel, Chicago, while 
Belle Baker is being held for the 
same additional time at the Holly- 
wood restaurant in New York. 

Miss Green went to the Congress 
after six weeks at the Versailles in | 
N. Y., her first p.a. in the metropolis. | 








Burns’ Vaude Salary 
Jumped by One Pic 


Harry (‘I-tink-you-touch’) Burns} 
back in N. Y. after making ‘Old | 
Lady Ironsides’ (Republic), got a 
$100 raise in his vaude salary on | 
the strength, he thinks, of a pic-| 
ture that hasn’t yet been released. 
He opens Jan. 22 at Loew’s State, 
N. Y., and has eight weeks to fol- | 
low between Loew’s and RKO. 

Leo Morrison is now repping the | 
Italian comedian for pix and Max} 
Tishman continues for vaude. 


New Fla. Nitery Show 


New show set for the Hollywood | 
Country Club, Hollywood, Fla., open- | 
ing Jan. 13, includes Benay Venuta, | 
Yacht Club Boys, Eddie Garr and 
Gomez and Winona. 

Deal set by Jules Alberti, who also | 
placed Xavier Cugat’s band in same 
spot. 








(Bang book 





waists and garters. 
with open hand.) 
Now, Brethern and Cisterns, let’s 
roll over, I means turn over an- 
other page (turns page in book) and 
skip the next three pages (does so) 


| ganization. 





and see what it sez. A good wife 
is the sunshine of the home. And| 
a drunken husband is the moon-| 
shine of the home. | 

All women are good, but the wife | 
is a better, and when she becomes | 
a mother she is still better. All| 
women are better still. 

Some wives talk all the time, all | 
wives talk some of the time, but | 


no wife talks none of the time.) man’s ballet took as long as two av- ‘negotiating for theatre dates to be 


(Bang book with open hand.) 
A wife can either make or break | 
a husband, she usually does one or 
the other. 

Wife means a lot to some men, 
but some men are mean to a lot of | 
wives. What's become of the old-| 
fashioned wives? 
up their sleeves and go into the! 
kitchen, now they roll up their | 
stockings and go in the street. 

Remember, folks, there is only | 
one good wife in this town, and 
every married man thinks he’s got | 
her. I don’t believe in free love; | 
the cash-and-carry kind is the best. | 

Fifty per cent of the people fall 
in love, the rest of ’em are either 
shoved in or dragged into it! 

Remember, brethern and cistern, | 
the sweetest love is a mother’s, the 
longest is a brother's, the dearest 
a man’s love, and the sweetest, long- 
est and dearest love...is a love for 
money. 

And speaking about money I will 
now pass around the contribution 
basket, but I wish to call to your 
attention that the basket is passed 
around for my benefit. Last time 
it was passed around I noticed one 
of the brothers threw in 5c and took 
out 80c change, and the worst part | 
of it was that the nickel he threw | 
(Bang book 
shut...and walk off.) 


Miss. Nitery Burned Out, 


Ork’s Instruments Included 
Jackson, Miss., Jan. 12. 
Colonial Club, nitery, was de- 
stroyed by fire last week. Damage 
was estimated at approximately 
$10,000. 
Instruments belonging to the Dick 
Snyder band were also destroyed. 


MILLS, CRA SET 
BOOKING DEAL 





Irving Mills and Consolidated Ra- 
dio Artists, Inc., have entered into a 
mutual booking arrangement where- 
by the latter takes over the dance 
date placements of the Mills bands. 
and Mills assumes charge of theatre 
bookings of Consolidated bands and 
acts. Deal, which was closed Mon- 
day (11), also makes Mills head of 
Consolidated’s recording department. 
Consolidated and Mills Artists, Inc., 
remain separate organization en- 
tities. 

Among Mills’ tasks will be that of 
whipping into shape for stage: pre- 
sentation the various Consolidated 
bands when booked, or made avail- 
able to theatres. He will maintain 
the same booking and staging au- 


| thority over his own combinations. 


Mills’ list consists of 15 bands, which 
include Duke Ellington, Cab Callo- 
way and Ina Ray Hutton, while the 
Consolidated lineup runs to 102 
bands. Among the latter are Paul 
Whiteman, Russ Morgan and Clyde 
Lucas. Consolidated recently took 
over the Kennaway orgahization. 

Mills last week gave notice to all 
but five persons in his booking or- 
Cleanout was prelimi- 
nary to his working out a merger 
deal with either Rockwell-O’Keefe, 
Inc., or Consolidated. 

Among those retained by Mills 
were Charles Weintraub, Harry Pin- 
cus and Sam Burk, while those 
given notice include Bob Sanders, 
Ned Williams, Lupin Fein, Billy 
Shaw and Conrad Buckner, the last 
being in charge of the Dallas office. 
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Gross of B’way legits for Christmas 


week $100,000 below that of the pre- | 


vious year. 





William Brandt of N. Y. Theatre 
Owners Chamber of Commerce told 
a meeting that 75% of the picture 
theatres would have to close unless 


times got better. Houses managed to 
hold on. 





Metro had only two stars under 


contract, Bert Lytell and Alice Lake. 


Had lost a number to Paramount, 
including Valentino. 





Took $2,500 to coax Irene Castle 
back to the stage, but the Palace, 
N. Y., paid bit and made a cleanup. 
Three rows of standees the opening 
night. William Reardon her partner. 
Said she was all through after this 
date. 





Bill at the N. H. Alhambra was 
one act short because Gertrude Hoff- 


erage turns. But still the hit of the 
show. 





Dramatic Mirror went from weekly 
to a monthly. Then it quit. 





Eva Tanguay just over her 16th 


They used to roll plastic surgical operation on her face. 


Last was to remove some ‘slight im- 
perfections.’ 





Times so tough even the pop price 
houses filled their galleries but went 


shy on orch seats. 





Orpheum, Frisco, tried out the af- 





terpiece idea with DeHaven, Nice | 
and Kellam. Audience walked out 
on ’em, 

Only one non-singing act at the 


Palace, Chi. All the others warbled, | 


led by Eddie Leonard, topping the 
bill. Leonard was using a sob encore 
stunt about going into the great be- 
yond without a return ticket. Crowds 
loved it. 

Seven actors in ‘Peek-a-Boo’ told 
Uynika & Herk, burley managers, 
to either get a new manager 
new company. They got a new co. 


or a 


George M. Cohan rejoined the Pro- 
ducing Managers’ Assn. Had quit 
after Equity strike. 


—=s 


Miami Royal Palm Sidesteps Gaming 
Ban: Tables Work Via Slot Machines 


- 





Miami, Jan. 12. 

Royal Palm Club, nothing more 
than a second rate cabaret since its 
opening two years ago, steps out 
this season as a top spot where first 
rate divertissement and music will 
mingle with the casino trimmings. 

A $30,000 addition has been added 
to the club to house the gaming 
equipment. Ted Lewis’ band has 
been engaged to open the spot to- 
night (Tuesday) with show changing 
every two weeks. 

With gambling taboo here, it ap- 
peared impossible for the boys to 
go ahead, but somebody figured 
out a scheme whereby the law 
couldn’t interfere. The scheme, ez it 
has been worked out, goes some- 
thing like this: slot machines are 
legal in this state. All games in 
the room will be operated on a slot 
machine basis, with patrons deposit- 
ing nickels in the slot to see the 
wheels spin. 


Shaver Act Loses Fla., 
Date and Coin, All Due 
To Pitt.’s Bad Weather 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 

Bad weather here last week cost 
Buster Shaver and his midget team, 
George and Olive Brasno, plenty— 
a two-month engagement in Miami, 
a couple of days’ salary and train 
fare back and forth to New York for 
a substitute act. It came about this 
way: 

Shaver was booked to open at Lew 
Brown’s Palm Island Casino Sunday 
(10) and figured he’d have plenty of 
time after Stanley engagement here, 
ending Thursday (7), to go south. 
Then Brown pushed up opening to 

ae , | Friday (8) and notified Shaver he'd 

This includes the opening of the | have to be on hand for rehearsals 
‘French Casino Follies’ Dec. 29, plus that morning. Latter was in a stew, 


the n.y.e. take. since that would give him only half- 


day to make it. 
Morris, Jr., Cerf Save Stanley management was reluctant 
Boy’s Life at Saranac 


No Show With Liquor : 
Is Proposed Law in Col. 


Columbus, Jan. 12. 
George F. Ketterer, new state 
representative from Franklin 
county, is preparing to introduce 
jinto the legislature a bill to pro- 
|hibit dancing and floor shows in 
|establishments which sell liquor. 
| He said he also would propose 
tax increases to reduce the number 
of small joints selling liquor. 








} 
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RAND BURSTS MEMPHIS 
BUBBLE AND RECORD 


Memphis, Jan. 12. 

Sally Rand, hitting this town for | 
the first time in her career, last week 
demonstrated that this isn’t such a 
bad show town. Fanner broke all 
attendance and money marks when 
she whirled the register to nearly 
$3,100 on her opening day at the 
indie vaudfilm Orpheum. 

To indicate just what kind of busi- | 
ness this is: the previous high for 
the theatre’s opening day was $1,800. 
Miss Rand and her unit garnered 
almost that much on the matinee 
alone, turning in nearly $1,600 for 
the first two afternoon shots. 


N.Y. French Casino’s 
Record 656 in 1 Wk 


French Casino, N. Y., after count- 
ing up almost $30,000 gross for New 
Year’s eve at $15 a head, claims a 
nite club record gross of $65,000 in 
one week. 


























| to let Shaver off, but agreed to can- 
| cel final three shows Thursday (7) if 
he’d supply a _ substitute act. So 
| midget impresario hastily contacted 
| Pops and Louie in New York, paid 
Quick thinking by William Mor-/| their fare and salary for a day and 
| ris, Jr., and Bennett Cerf, publisher, | brought them on to Stanley. Then 
| saved the life of one of two boys! just as Shaver was about to shove 
| who fell through the ice of Saranac | off for south, all planes were ground- 
| Lake, N. Y., last week. ed by bad weather. 

| Cerf and Morris slid a long pole! Act wired Brown in Miami telling 
| out to where the boys went through him it would be impossible to reach 
and hauled in Robert Stock, 14, but; Miami before Sunday and he sent 
his companion, Ernest Saumler, same | back an immediate cancellation, tell- 
age, disappeared beneath the water. | ing them if they couldn’t make it 


| for rehearsal, the deal was off. To 
Paul Whiteman’s Tour 


make it tougher, Brown threatens to 
sue Irving Tishman, Shaver’s agent, 
for breach of contract, insisting he'll 
claim what amounts to f k 
Paul Whiteman opened at George | of turn’s salary. one eee 
F. Pavillion, Johnson City, N. oe Shaver waited here through Thurs- 
Jan. 8, as a a ag ° ed day (7) on possible chance that 
—— et agg hee pom es Brown would change his mind. but 
’ ] jhe didn’ 
parties until concluded early in Feb- | e didn't and act returned to New 
ruary. CRA arranged. 
Most of tour will take him to the 
middle west, dates being concen- 


York over wéekend. 
trated in Illinois, Dakotas, Indiana, 


Ken Murray, Hit by Flu, 
Poy Sosa ~ Fao gery « Cancels Wash. Week 


Baltimore, Jan. 12. 
| Ken Murray was bedded with fiu 
| last week and had to cancel current 
week at the Earle, Washington. Ex- 
pects to be back on feet and o.k. 
again to play session at the indie 
Hipp here, starting Friday (15). 
Cancellation also forced out Mur- 
ray’s stooge Oswald and the Original 
Dixieland Band, which Murray is 
trouping with his act. The Farle se- 
| cured Cross and Dunn on a day’s no- 
| tice to fill in for the Murray turn. 


Bert Levy Stricken 


San Francisco, Jan. 12. 
Bert Levy, head of the Levy Book- 
ing Agency here, suffered an acute 
heart attack last Thursday (7) 
Reported recuperating in 





























, taken when the trip is over. Fail- | 
| ing this, CRA has lined up more one- | 
night stands to extend the tour. 


Toots Shor Takes Over 
Billy LaHiff, Jr.’s Tavern 


Toots Shor, for the past year gen- 
eral manager and greeter at La- 
Hiff’s Tavern, one of New York’s 
landmark restaurants, has taken 
over the entire restaurant and apart- 
ment building adjacent to the Van- 
derbilt theatre. It’s an outright pur- 
chase from the estate of Billy La- 
Hiff, whose eminent Tavern was 
| operated by Billy, Jr., with Shor’s 
collaboration, until the younger La- 
Hiff decided to go into another en- 
terprise. 

Shor, vet restaurant and cafe man, 
virtually ran the entire enterprise | 
the past year. The younger Lalliff | hospital. 
has concerned himself with his | 
father’s estate, which includes other | 
| holdings. 

The apartments above the Tavern 
are famed in Broadway annals as 
having housed many a now nation- 

















Dante 





Nitery’s Policy Switch 
Columbus, Jan. 12. 
Pittsburgh Players are in their 
final week at the Music Hall of the 
ally known sporting, newspaper and | Virginia hotel here, offering the 
iheatrical personality. | third and last of a series of melo- 
3efore LaHiff took over the Tav- | dramas, ‘Jesse James.’ 
(ern in 1922, he operated the Grand Music Hall returns to its former 
Cafe, in the Strand theatre build- | policy next week of name bands 
ing on B'way. land floor shows on weekly changes. 
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JANE WITHERS 
Variety 

12 Mins. 
Metropolitan, Boston 


Here’s a moppet from Hollywood 
who delivers one of the best per- 
sonal appearances of a filmster seen 
in this town in a long time—and all 
alone. -Her click is result of some 
apparent smart coaching on how to 


best present her own special talents. 
Many of her adult contemporaries 
might well catch her act. 

With a hop-skip on she explains 
that her purpose here is to offset that 
‘nasty thing’ impression created in 
some of her pix. It’s short, snappy 
and cute, sans. blah-blah about 
‘happy to be with you’ or gushy gab 
about Hollywood. Between two pop 
tune, she socks with ZaSu Pitts- 
Garbo-West impersonations and 
simple taps. 

Unfortunately, the tunes, one from 
‘Can This Be Dixie?’ (20th), were 
practically washed out by a blaring 
pit band, but still the tot projects 
through the brass barrage. The en- 
core, a Shirley Temple take-off, is-a 
wow. In fact, it’s poisonously per- 
fect. Fox. 





MARIO BRAGGIOTTI and 

Orchestra (14) 

Band Show 
38 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Mario Braggiott is Jacques Fray’s 
former pianologistic partner until 
both split, threw away their Stein- 
‘ways and took bands unto them- 
selves. Braggiotti has been holding 
forth in the Corinthian room of the 
Hotel Pierre, N. Y., and is making 
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AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 

Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 

Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 
DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St. New York, N. Y. 


Birthday, 

















Shew People All a band Seer wi 
Be Interested to 
THEIR 


SIDNEY FISHER TAILOR 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street 
is Now Located at More Cadaetines 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 














PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 





whis first Paramount appearance. 
Probably also his stage band debut. 
Of nice build, in impeccable 


formal attire, Braggiotti manifests in 
personality, and also in his occa- 
sional piano interludes, why he’s sat- 
isfactory as a dance band maestro in 
a class spot like the Pierre but lacks 
the sock for presentation theatre 
m.c.’ing. Not that it may not come 
to him in time, and, being a more 
or less emergency booking, it per- 
haps calls for not much captiousness, 





everything considering. 

But regarded coldly, 
the fact that with the third week | 
holdover of ‘College Holiday’ a new 
pit band become necessary, Brag- 
giotti is just okay for the dansapa- 
tion, but shy on the visible salesman- | 
ship. 

The suggestion of a continental ac- 
cent isn’t the thing; nor is it the 
rather indifferent vocal chorus that 
he essays in ‘Summer Night,’ or that 
rather namby-pamby bit with the 
marionette in ‘Organ _ Grinder | 
Swing,’ or because of the fact his 
band is too brassy—but everything 
combined it’s not conducive to best 
results. His stage presence is polite 
but not impressive. Or, as the late | 
Stan Stanley used to heckle his 
straight man with, ‘you look very | 
hotelish.’ 


On the air and on the hotel dance 
floor Braggiotti knows how to mix 
"em better for hoof-and-ear appeal | 
than he evidenced at the Par. 


‘None But the Lonely Heart,’ his 
thematic, opens and closes. ‘Sere- 
nade to a Wealthy Widow’ next. Fol- 
low twe specialties built around him, 
then another medley and finally | 
Ravel’s ‘Bolero,’ wherein a reference | 
is made to his former Vallee air | 
show contribution anent the four | 
pianos. The point isn’t well gotten | 
ever, considering that Braggiotti has | 
another Steinway aide on the ros-| 
trum. 


The 38 minutes’ timing, of course, 
doesn’t mean it’s all Braggiotti—he | 
has four interrupting specialists. ' 

bel. 


apart from | 





| 


FATS WALLER AND BAND (13) 
With Myra Johnsen 

3@ Mins.; Full 

State, N. Y. 


Fats Waller is doing his stuff in 
front of a band instead of alone, 
but it’s the same stuff, and too 
much of it here for 30 solid minutes. 
The ingredients for a speedy musical 
turn are there, but in its ponderous 
form at the State the routine is 2 
good 10 minutes overboard. 


A few of the boys step down from 
the bandstand for instrumental pick- 
outs, but there’s only one specialty 
act, Myra Johnson, singer. And no 
dancing at all, which is close to 
revolutionary for a colored band 
turn. The intention perhaps was to 
avoid the stereotyped, and that’s 
commendable, but the customary 
hoofing turn in this instance might 
mean the difference between a slow 
song and a fast dance. It’s speedier 
pace that the act now needs above 
anything else. 

Waller’s piano playing should be 
more important than it is in this 
routine. He seems to a slough- 
ing his keyboard work for comedy 
movements around the stage. His 
combination mugging-singing while 
at the piano consumes too many 
consecutive minutes during the fore 
part of the act. 

Some of Waller’s gestures are not 
for the family trade, and one re- 
mark passed in double-talk fashion 
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during a song announcement has no 
place in a public theatre. 

Miss Johnson is a shouter who 
gives a song a clever twist, more in 
actual delivery than through spe- 
cial arrangements. Her double with 
Waller, in which a popular song's 
lyrics are cross-fired, is one of the 
best things in the act. 

Band is fair musically, but it’s 
often hard to tell just how well 
the boys are doing, with Waller 
constantly topping the action and 
in the bright spot regardless of 
what else is transpiring. 

CBS gets billing as the act’s pre- 
senter. It delivered the Waller 
name, but that’s about all, for the 
act isn’t doing the name _ justice. 
A good seller on Victor records, his 





disk musical rep isn’t aided by his | 


stage style. Bige. 





MEN OF GOTHAM (4) 
Comedy, Songs 
12 Mins. 


| Park-Central Hotel, N. Y. 


New quartet making its Manhattan 
bow here comes as an offering of 
Columbia Broadcasting’s artist bu- 
reau. 
here, either for the airwaves or 
niteries. Work in a style reminiscent 
of the Yacht Club boys, but there is | 
no attempt to copy. Combination is | 
striving for comedy, but thus far the 
chief asset is their fine voices. 

Their ‘We’re on the Society Proj- 


Looks like CBS has something | 


ect of the WPA’ is done in typical | 


| recitative fashion, lads working in 
top hats and tails. Second vocal ar- | 
rangement is ‘Minsky Takes Over | 
the Metropolitan Opera,’ designed for | 

(Continued on paeg 53) 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 











Annual crowning of the King | 
and Queen of Winter at Lake | 
Placid topped previous offerings. 
Lowell Thomas, as usual, was the 


main crowner. 

Jane Froman was crowned Queen 
Wa-Ho-Par-Te-Nie and Otto Sog- 
ilow (creator of the Little King car- 
toon) King Tahawus. 

This burg going strong for pub- 
licity in bringing winter sports to 
the Adirondacks and Saranac Lake. 
Holiday vacashers back for the 
ezoning routine are Russ Kelly, 
from Boston; A. B. Anderson, from 
Torrington, Conn.; Tommy Kearns, 
from New York; Milt Sullivan, 
from Detroit; Jimmy Larkin, from 
Brooklyn; Eddie Burke, from Wash- 
ington; Reed Gilchrist, from Port- 


pital; Jack Edwards and Doris 
Gascoigne, from New York. 

Chris Hagedorn, who has been 
bedding it for oh, so long, is still 
on the mattress fighting off a mess 
of grippe and different things. 

Preparations are being made to 
greet Gene Buck, who is expected 
here in regards to the Will Rogers 
Memorial Hospital Fund. 

Write to those who are sick in 
Saranac and elsewhere. 


Embassy, Atlanta, Folds 


Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 12. 

Atlanta hot spot devotees find 
themselves without an outlet since 
the Embassy Club, last of the swank 
niteries adjacent to this fun-loving 
Dixie metropolis, shut up shop last 
week. Considerable unpenetrated 
mystery surrounds the voluntary 
shuttering. 

Located in Gwinnett county, the 
club recently was raided and several 
attaches convicted for operating a 
gambling house and fined, but it had 
been reopened after the tilt with the 
law and continued during the holi- 
days. 











Bojangles Sticks at N. Y. 
Cotton Club Till Feb. 25 


Bill Robinson remains at the Cot- 
ton Club until Feb. 25. Dancer was 
slated to go to the Coast for a part 
in a new Warner Baxter film, but 
20th-Fox has granted a _ longer 
Broadway stay. 
| Cab Calloway has cancelled a road 


date. 





Baltimore, Jan. 12. 
Nils T. Granlund (N.T.G.) unit set 


of Jan, 22, 
Will be third Hipp engagement for 





H. LUBIN 


J. 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 





months. 











the Granlund gang in less than nine | 





Route for Weaver Act | 


Los Angeles, Jan. 12. | 

Weaver Bros. and Elviry, currently | 
at the Orpheum with their act of 25, | 
have been routed for nine weeks on | 
the Coast by Doc Howe, with mid- | 
west bookings to follow. 

Weaver act, off stage for sometime, 
broke in recently at Phoenix. 


land; Happy Benway, from the hos- | 














| tour to stick through to the same | 


N.T.G.’s 3d Balto Repeat 


for Izzy Rappaport’s indie Hipp week | 
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CHEZ PAREE 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Jan. 9. 


Bang-up vaude and variety on its 
floor, plus good food and the best of 
service, keeps the Chez Paree in the 
forefront of Chicago niteries despite 
any and all competition. Place, 
really, is a prime example of how 
a nitery should be operated. 

There was a near capacity house 
in on Friday (9) night and they saw 
a good, solid show headed by Morton 
Downey, who, looking as much a 
juvenile as ever, sang his way 
through a popular song series in his 
typically selling fashion. Appearance 
plus vocal’ ability haven’t yet failed 
to put Downey over; and this time 
was no exception. Other singer on 
the bill is a recent booking here, 
Ella Logan. Where other singers use 
a long handkerchief for poise, Miss 
Logan makes use of her comedy hat, 
which she handles a bit too much. 
Overdoing the hat-pushing lessens 
the tonsil strength of the turn, even 
though it points up the semi-comedy 

angles. Miss Logan is a smooth 
worker, with plenty of power on 
showmanship and pipes. 

Clean-cut and youthful looking are 
Billy and Beverly Bemis, who turn 
out two eye-filling and satisfying 
dance and tap routines. Fit in any 
show anywhere on ability and ap- 
pearance. Other dance team is the 
comic knockabout Harris and Shore 
with their burlesque ballroom stuff. 
Cleaned up here, with the gal par- 
ticularly surefire for laughs. Emily 
Von Losen (what’s happened to the 
‘Countess’ prefix) is a looker beyond 
question and she looks plenty nifty 
on the floor, whether in ballet or 
strut wardrobe. 

This week Henry 
completes a full 52 weeks at this 
nitery, which in itself is a record. 
But it becomes even more interest- 
ing when it is noted that Busse 
played the house two years ago for 
a six-month stretch before returning 
to the spot. 

Busse really is doing a bang-up 
job; the orchestra plays a_ great 
dansapation, and tops it off by doing 
an excellent job on the show itself. 
Gold. 


COCOANUT GROVE 


(PARK CENTRAL, N. Y.) 


The George Libby revues and 
Tick-Tock girl line have been 
dropped at this centrally located, 
high-in-the-sky hotel room in favor 
of vaudeville. Opening show of 
four acts, which came in last week, 
is conservative and_ entertaining 
enough to please hotel trade, which 
it obviously is constructed to catch. 

Besides the four turns, Jerry 
Blaine’s 14-piece band provides the 
requisite dance music for a small 
room. There also is the instrumental 
combo of Three Octaves, guitar, bass 
and piano, with pianist doubling in 
torrid singing. 

First vaude show maintains nice 
balance between dancing, comedy 
and warbling. Carlos and Marchan 
(New Acts), ballroom dancers, open 
with okay terpsing. Followed by 
mike torch singing of Lola Bard 
(New Acts), who impresses with her 
looks and tuneful piping. 

Bernard and Duval, combination 
of three lads and two comely 
femmes, who furnish neat satirical 
futuristic dancing, is framed for 
laugh results. This turn shows 
enough originality and fine foot 
work to win favor. 

Men of Gotham, quartet (New 
Acts), being groomed for radio and 
club work, are making N. Y. debut 
here. Going in for novel arrange- 
ments, their vocal gymnastics defi- 
nitely possess the quality of catch- 
ing on. Spotted here in ace posi- 
tion, their work rates it. 

While there is little that’s preten- 


Busse’s band 





tious about this line-up, with the 
addition of Blaine’s smooth dance 
combination and the Three Octaves, 
to fill in between shows and or- 
chestra music, it is the type that fits 
this location: 

Modest outlay of coin necessary 
either for dinner or supper dancing 
also will appeal. No cover or mini- 
mum, excepting for supper, when the 
tax is 50c weekdays and $1 on Sat- 
urdays and holidays. Dinners start 
at $1.25. Nelson is maitre de luxe. 

Wear. 


PALM ISLAND 
(MIAMI) 


Miami, Jan. 12. 

The Palm Island Club, without Ear] 
Carroll's guiding hand this season. 
opened with Lew Brown at the 
helm, presenting a rather mediocre 
show in comparison to the Carroll 
extravaganzas of the past two years, 
It’s above other years’ average, from 
a talent standpoint, but suffers badly 
in production. 

The ensemble numbers are far be- 
low par and are not costumed in 
good taste, but this fault may be 
corrected in time. Mark Plani’s 
vocalizing proves the high spot in 
the revue and his full baritone is 
enthusiastically received. The Manon 
Quartet also tops, as is Bob Rina’s 
smooth juggling, Nitza Vernille’s 
dancing and Jean Sargent’s songs. 

The entire production appears to 
have been hurriedly put together 
but will undoubtedly straighten it- 
self out and with a little polishing 
here and there should soon shape up 
on a higher level. 


Phil Romano’s orchestra renders a 
delightful musical score written by 
Sammy Fain and Brown and, of 
course, okay for the hoof. Thom. 





Tommy Hyde 


ef the Original 





“Honey-Boys” 
(“Daddy of All Tap Dancers’) 


Is Now Creating and Teaching 


PROFESSIONAL ROUTINES 


Exclusively at 


NED WAYBURN’S 


Dancing, Singing, Radio and Dramatie 


School 


625 Madison Avenue, New York 


(Bet. 58th and 59th St.)\—WI,. 2-4300 
Open “the year ‘’round’’—9:00 A.M. to 
10:00 P.M. Daily Except Sundays— 


Close Saturdays at 6 o'clock. 


P.$.—See the routines set by Tommy Hyde for 
Stan Kavanaugh’s Daughters. They are working 
with Harriet Hoctor, Tommy recently won two 
$100.00 cash prizes on Fred Allen's FIRST radio 
program for PROFESSIONALS, 
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Thanks to JACK HYLTON 
For Solid Booking in England 
Till April, 1937 


JOHNNY 


HOWARD 


New York Rep.—LEW WEISS 

















A Tenor and M.C. of Artistic Distinction 


LARRY THORNTON 


THE MAYFAIR, BOSTON 


1st engagement—14 consecutive months 
Return engagement now in third month 
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THIS WEEK, Jan 11 
NEXT WEEK, Jan. 18 


show, whether full or split week 





Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 








: RKO i 


Cabaret Bills 








CLEVELAND 
Palace (15) 
Mattison’s Rhythms 

Medley & Dupree 


BOSTON 
Keith’s (14) 


Barri Girls 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 


Steve Evans Moore & Revel | Jerry White 
Harris Claire & S$ Jane Withers | Paul Davin 
Dare & Yates ! Great Gretonas | Fred Bishop 
Sally Rand (8) Gus Wicke 
Hal Sherman 3 Reddingtons Rudy Madison 
Benny Fields Balanow 6 Will Ward 


(7) Lewis & Moore 
Bebe Barri Girls Jarrett & Holm 
Buddy & C Green George Beatty Spike Harrison 
Park & Clifford | Liazeed Arabs Jack West 
Hildegarde DAYTON Lea Barbery 
Moore & Revel Keith’s (8) Ethel Gilbert 
Madeline Killeen Marcus Show - 
Johnny Perkins SCHENECTADY Black Cat 
James Melton Keith’s (14-16) Kitten 
. ‘AG + Count Bernivici Rev 
carey SYRACUSE 
Palace (15) Keith’s (16) 
G White's Scandals Rinaldo 
(8) 


Bernie Grover 
Joseph E. Howard 


Korus 

Al & Toni Cortez 
Blondie Scott 
Evelyn Oliver 
Amanda Randolph 
Jimmy Tiomas. 
Maxie Arnstrong 


’ (9 
Ben Marden’'s Co Rinaldo 
CINCINNATI . 


TROY 











b . # Spe ice 
Shubert (15) Keith’s (15-18) Amy Spe icer 
> in te ca : . = | Billy Dardels- 
Ben Marden's ©9 Diane Duval Co i Tanne & sexs 
. (8) | Raymond Wilbert be ¥ ide seagew = 
Carroll's Mardi Gras | Radio Ramblers Brass Rail 
Rert Walton Lewis & Moore | Eugene Jalesnick Or 
Lamberti Jumbo 2 ane 
Caliente 
| Jean Gordon 


Dorothy Maxine 
Johnny Powell's Bad 
Chateau Moderne 
Marvon Dale 
FEF McFarlane Ore 

Clover Club 
Jackson Irv & R 
Soni Shaw 
Lee Kalmus 
Honey Fam Billie’ & Millie 
Frank Gaby Co De Lloyd McKay 
Valez & Weismuller | Mal Coogan Ore 
| Borah Minevitch Co Club Gaucho 

i 

| Dimitri & Virgil 
] Ana Estasen 
|| La Dolores 
} 
‘ 


Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (15) 
Milton 
Tommy Mack 
Bert Frohman 
Doris Rhodes 

Betty Kean 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (15) 
Hollywood Hotel 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (15) 


Rerle 





Paramount 


Ramon. Carrosco & 
Gauchos 
Club Yumuri 
Consuelo Moreno 
| Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Coq Rouge 
Irwin Gilbert Ore 
Tisdale 3 
Cotten Club 
Bill Robinson 
Avis Andrews 
Berry Bros 
Kaloah 
Henri Wessels 
Katherine Perry 
Anne Lewis 





NEW YORK CITY | Houston & Hardin 
Paramount (13) Don Cummings 
Ray Noble Bd Novak & Faye 
Sheila Barrett Harriet De Goff 
Edna Sedewick HOUSTON 


BOSTON ¥ 1 5 
Metropolitan (14) Bene + mize MY, ) 


Fred Waring B = 
red CABG” MONTREAL 
Chicago (15) Loew's (15) 
Leon Errol's Co 


Robbins 3 
Harris & Howell SAN ANTONIO 
Majestie (15) 


Wallendas 
Loretta Lee Dave Anollon 


Oriental (15) TORONTO Dynamite Hooker 
Buddy Doyle Shea’s Hipp (15) Tramp Ba 
DETROIT Olsen & Johnson Whyte’s -X lac 
Michigan (15) Uptown (15) vurtes  Maniaes 





Broadway Jones 
Wen Talbert’s Choir 
Bahama Dancers 
Arthur Davy Ore 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Jack Dempsey's 


Phil Romano Ore 
Eddie Elkins Ore 


L’tle Jack Little Bd ' Mogul 








Warner 





PHILADELPHIA PITTSBURGH 


yillesheny (18-20) Stanley (15) . BOS Ss oeges 
jells & 4 Fays ew zs Je a 
(Three to fill) H' wood ay Rev Mona Montes 


Earle (15) Dolores & Candido 


Benny Davis Co 


‘Your Hit Parade’ a Rosita Rios 
(8) —— READING Los Havaneros 
N TG Rev Astor (15) Don Alberto Ore 
Fox (15) N T G Rev ABC Trio 
James Melton WASHINGTON 


El Moroceo 
Ernie Holst Ore 

E! Toreador 
Los wiedas 
Pedro Via Bd 

French Casino 
Adalet 
Feral Renga 
Betty Brite 
Betty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 


(Others to fill) 
Nixon (21-23) 
Don Alvin Rev 
(Three to fill) 
Oxford (21-23) 
Wells & 4 Favs 
(Three to fill) 


Farle (15) 
Benny Davis Co 


(8) 
Powell & Nedra 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Cross & Dunn 
3 Samuels Bros & H 











Independent 








Hilda Elfonte 
| Rolf Holbein 
CHICAGO | Donatella Bros & C | Johnny Co ' 
State Lake (16) Ross Wyse, Jr. Co | Xavier Lemercier 
Irving Edwards Ted Cook ¢ Maravillas 


Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Florence 


Carr Bros & B 
Ruth Dennen ° 
Fl Cleve Co 


LINCOLN, Neb. 


Orpheum (15-17) Spencer 


Barr & Estes | Yacht Club Boys Tullah & Myi 
KANSAS CITY. Mo. | MEMPHIS Iris W ayne : 

Tower (15) | Orpheum (Jan. 13) Russ Morgan Ore 
5 Tip Top Girls Jack Fines Co | V Travers Ore 


¢ Cromwell Ore 
Greenwich Village 
} Casino 

Ann White 

Aileen Rodigan 
Bilt Dureya 

Sig Ramon 


Week of Jan. 11 Jeanne Jordan 





London 








Carlos Lopez 
BRIXTON STREATHAM =| Elba & Jimmy 
Astori | Astoria Marengo Or 
Sin wt we ” liarry Fryer Bad | Wallace Milan Rev 
Syed dN Cc as booked | Harlem Uproar 


Co as hookea 


OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 


Erskine H'wkins Bd 
| Lillian Fitzgerald 
Edna Mae Holley 
Eddie Harron 


| TOTTENHAM 
| COURT ROAD 

Paramount 
Anton Bd 








Billy Cotton Ba Schaeffer's Midgets | B, Castle & Seott 
Mae Brown 
Willie Jackson 


Tiny Bunch 
Ilickory Honse 
Jack Teagarden Ore 
Frank Trumbaver 
Chas Teagarden 


Provincial 


Week of Jan. il 


_— 








NEW YORK CITY 





Stanley Worth 
Robert Lytell 
Fiorenzos 

Hotel Biltmore 
Horace 
Lysbeth 


Heidt Ore 
Hughes 


Hotel Commodore 
Ma] Hallett Ore 
Collette & ~Barry 
Barbara Jason 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Hayes Ore 
Gypsy Lee 
Muriel Byrd 
Bob Berry 
Hotel Essex Honse 
N Brandewynne. Or 
Maxine Tappin 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Ore 
Hotel Governor 
Clinton 
Rita Rio Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lloyd 
Flotel Lincoln 
Isham Jones Ore 
Hotel MeAlipin 


Enoch Light Ore 
A Gonzales Eus 


Hotel Montclair 


Coral Islanders 
Ann .Courtney 
Joe Pontee 
Clay Bryson 
Happy Powers 
Nick Fisher 
John Zellner 
Ben Blum 

Hal Hope Ore 


Hotel New Yorker 


Abe Lyman Ore | 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Tess Gardell 
Marion Wilkins 
Jack Walters 

Rose Blaine 

Tiny Wolf 

Sonny Schuyler 
Hotel Park Central 


Tic Toc Girls 
Ruthania & Malc’lm 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Leonard Elliott 
Robin 2 





Dell Arden 
Hotel Park Lane 


Pancho Ore 
Junior Raphael Ore 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Benny Goodman Bd 
Bernhard & Grah'm 
Helen Ward 
Hotel Plaza 

Eddy Duchin Ore 
De Marcos 
Will McCune Ore 
Hal Atkinson 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Edna Janis 
Senor Wences 
4 Kraddocks 
Zoska 
Durelle 
Afrique 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Arman Vecsey Ore 
Hotel Savo) -Plaza 
Endor & Farrell 
Emile Petti Ore 
Habaneras Ore 


Hotel Shelton 
Bert Darcy Ore 


Hotel Sherry- 
netherland 


Gen Lodijensky 
Raphael 
Lubov Doubiago 
Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 
Catherine Grey 
Alex Bunchuk Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Roger Stearns 
4lex Botkin Ens 
Jack Sherr Ore 
Hotel St. Reci« 
(Maisonette Russe) 
Olga Vadina 
Charlie 
Boris Belostozky 
George Orda 
Paul Duke 
Tasha Nazarenko 
Agnes Roy 
Sultan Messako 








| Wiyw'd Kestaurdot | 
BARROW | Pat O'Brien | Belle Baker 
: Palace | Carsons | Ada “M.eonard 
‘antzer’s Midgets | LUTON | Pwemitri 
Holmes «& Edwards | “Alma i Karele & Andre 
Co as booked Stanelli | Paul Remos 


BEXLEY HEATH 


Regal Daicy 3 Lennie Hayton Ore 
Sanger’s Circus Co as booked Hotel Ambassador 
ELTHAM MAIDSTONE 


Dick Gasparre Or 
Palace itz 


‘o ma «C6WWrrigtl 
Bower & Rutherf'ra | Clapham & Dwyer } ee ne pits. on 
Co as booked | § Step Sis lae “ae e Bla 
HUDDERSFIELD | louis Almaer He ation Hal d 7 2 
Ritz Co as booked Robert Bard 


3 Australian Boys | 
Holmes & Edwards | 


TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS | 


Motel Astor 


Co as booked Ritz | Vincent Lopez Ore 
IPSWICH « | Tony Gerrard Co red Lowery 

. itz | Jose & Juanita Melba Melsing 

F & D Waters Florence Otdham | Emily Van Loesen 

O'Shea & Joan Vardel 4 Chas Hoffman 


Peter Liachenko 
C Codolban Ore 


(Iridium Room) 


Emil Coleman Or 
Hartmann G & P 


teadinger 2 
Jack Powell 


| 

Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn ; 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Lane Ure 
Jean Farries 
Dean Goodelle 
Dee Lurga 

Hotel Waldort- 

Astorin 

Mario & Fioria 
Eve Symington 
Eddie LeBaron Ba 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Michael Zarin (fire 

Hotel Westin 
Alex 
Charlie 


Fogarty 
Wright 


Jimmy Kelly's 
Mary Barton 
4 Montmarire 
| Junior Costello 
Chiquita 
Inga Borg | 
| Peggy LaPlante | 


Boys 


| Henry 


Tanya 
Mary Lane 


' Joe Cappello Ore 


Kretchma 
Simeon Karavaefft 
Doria Birse 
Yliena Gabrielle 
Michael Michon 


| Nadia 


A Stoyanovsky 
Mischa 


| S Bartnovsky 


Nicholas Mattlev Or 
Elisha Tuttle Ore 

~ Larue 
Frances Maddux 
Betty- Bryant 
Joseph Zatour Ore 
Sid Tuscher 
Hugo Pedullo 
Eddie Davis Ore 


| 4 Dandies 


Leon & Fildie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Vivian Ray 
Tachi 
Zee-Zee 
Jai-Leta 
Billy Reed 
Newell & Thorpe 
Wm Farmer's Ore 

Le Mirage 


Aida Ward 
Marina de Boris 

} Anita White 

| Elisha Tuttle Ore 


Mon Paris 
Patricia Gilmore 
Versatile 3 
Cene Fosdick Ore 
Laurence White 

Onys Club 
Avon Johnson 
Don Lambert 
6 Spirits of Raythm 
Stuff Smith Ba 

Paradise 
Virginia Verrill 
Paul Sydell 
Julie Jenner 
Jimmy Richards 
J & Nora Bell 
Marie Hollis 
Joyce Duskin 
Janis Andre 
Edna Mae 
Glenn Hutton Ore 
Jay Freeman Ore 

Place Elezante 
Toto Canglosi 
Bill Farrell 
Larry Maddi Ore 
Rainbow Gril 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
Evalyn Tyner 
4 Deauville Boys 
Dr Sydney Ross 


Rainbow Room 
Gien Gray 
Casa Loma Ore 
Pee Wee Hunt 
Kenny Sargent 
Sydney Ross 
Maurice & 
Olympic 3 
Evalyn Tyner 
Nano Rodrigo Bd 

Royal Box 

Joe Zelli 
| Rachel Carlay 
| Pearl 2 


C'rd’ba 





Sapphire 
Nick Vouzen Bd 
Barry Winton Ore 


Sterk Club 
Sully Kendis Ore 
Gus Mariel Ore 

Tokay 
Mme Llona Thury 
Johnny Carter 
Maria Karolyia 
Dorothy Perry 
Lou Hegedus 
Bela Zsiga 
Merrill & Zona 
Lillian Kahnes 
louis Kovac 
| Gypsy Rosika Ore 
Ashman Ore 


| Eddie 


Tony's 
Spivy 

Ubangt 
Gladys Benttev Rev 
Broomfield & G 
Avon Leng 
Evelyn Robinson 
Edna Holly 
Kaiser Williams Or 


Valhalla 
Pancho & Dolores 
La Vallita 
Berta Donn 
| Peter & Cont'!'s 

Versailles 
Wini. Shaw 
Larry Adier 
| Manya & Drigo 
| Meadowhronk Have 
| Hawaiian 


Ser'n'd'rs 
Viliage Barn 
Larry McMahon 
Milt Mann Ore 
Serrannos 
Heléne Miller 
Ruskin & Norman 
Wayne Kennon 
Zeb Carver Co 
Yacht Club 
Johnny & George 
Frances Faye 
Lillian Lovey 
Wilkins & James , 
3 Frisco Kids 
Dan Prine’s Bd 





LOS ANGELES 


Rall 


| Geanne Teller 


Clarence Lawrence 
Beveriy Wilshire 

Ruth tobin 

Larry Lee wre 
Biltmore Bow! 


W & Gladys Ahearn | 


Eddie Rio 


| The Theodores 
| Red Harper 


Joy Hodges 
3 Rhythm Rascals 
Harry Stockwell 


| Condos Bros 


Enrico Rh'ba Ore 
Jimmy Grier Ore 


Blue Room 
Julian & Her Sis 
Scats Powell 
Benny Pollack Ore 

Cafe Casanova 
Mary Martin 
B Grey & J Bergen 
Hal Chansloer (re 
Pierre & Temple 
Cafe La Maze 


Park Ave Boys 
Stan Clair Ore 


Clover Club 


Bob Grant Ore 
Rhumba Bd 
Cafe de Varee 
Sticky Fay 
Don Graham 
Hardy & Warner 
Lucille Lehman 
Clarice Gannon 
Jack Clawson Ore 
Cocoannt Grove 
Virginia Lee 
Jan Garber Ore 
Lathrop Bros, 
(lounge) 
Les Parker 
Bill Roberts 
Sanchi & Buckiey 
Cubanola 
Estellita 
Augustine Palafox 
Alberto Sergo 
Carlo Ferranda Ore 


El Mirader 


Lurline 
Ernest & Fisher 


| Patsy Marr 
| Virginia Lee 
| Garwood Van Ore 


Club Esquire 


| Joe Frisco 


Lynn Hayes 
Vicki Joyvcee 
Ben Light 
4 Esquires 


Famous Doar 
Louis Prima Ore 
} Little Club 
| Tane Jones 

Paul Kendall 

} Helen Warner 
Rose Valyda 
Melody Gril) 
Art Tatum 

! 

Omar’sa Dome 

| Mary Frazer 

| Dorothy Roberts 

| Gagnon & Br'ught’n 
| George Redman Ore 
| 

| Pacifie Sunset Club 
| Billy Joy 

| Dan Downing 

| Murriell 


| Palomar 
| MeConnell & Moore 
| Gerard & Gordon 
| Judy Janis 

Hudson Metzger Gis 
| Phil Harris Ore 


Paris Inn 
Margarita & De! Rlo 
Henry Monnet 
Hugo Marcheiti 
Thora Maithaison 
Dominic Colombo 
La Valesea 
Florence Gillette 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
F Gallet & ‘G’ Gls 


Pirrone’s 


Murray Peck 
Larry & A Rogers 
Glen Edmunds Ore 
Dorothy Roberts 


Seven Seas 
Ray Kinney 
Litvy Gibson 
Lonnie MelIntire Or 
Somerset House 
Bill Zerker 
|; William Markowitz 





| Topsy’s 
Pat O'Shea 
Bernice Farrington 
Bee La Moine 

, Leona Rice 

|} Agnes Johnson 

| Al Eldredge Orc 

| Joan Lee 

| Joy Williams 


Trocadero 

Phil Ohman Ore 
U-Gene's 

| Rarhbara Back 

| Frank Gullagher 

/ Dave Mack 


CHICAGO 


Biackhawk 


| Mildred Bailey 


Red 


Blackstone Hotel 


Radio Rouges 
Georges & Jaina 
Corrina Mura 
Al Kavelin’s Ore 


Norvo Ore 


Chez Paree 
Morton Downey 
Harris & Shore 
Jerry Leste: 
Emily Vontlossen 
, & Beverly 
Busse Ure 


Club Alabam 


Virginia James 
Ettle Burton 


| Hernard & Henry 


Millicent DeWitt 
Art Willlame the 
Club Minnet 

Howe & Perrin 

Bill Meagher 
Clair Powel 
Virginia Auwlrey 
tuth Desha 
Jerry Glidden Ore 
Colony Club 
Pat Kennedy 
‘trudyve Davidson 
Lewis Sis 
Etta Reed 
Ruth Hoewrich 


Bemis ! 


| Paulette LaPierre 
| Jack Fischman Ore 
Colosimas 

Ada Leonard 
Tracy, Gale & Lb 
Mercedes Aragon 
Robinson 2 

Eileen Love 

Lee Brandon 
Bankoff & Cannon 


Eileen George 


Congress Hotel 
(Casino) 

Mitzi Green 
(emez & Winona 
| Elenore Tennis 
Robbins Family 
| The Crusaders 
Gus Arnheim Ore 
| Casa Loma Ore 
00's 
Jules Novitt's Ore 
Colleen 
Gea We 
| Lew 


Giay 


Costa 
King 


Grand Verrace 
Fle'te': 
Harry's N. ¥. 


Hiend' san th 


Cabaret 
Ruddy Walker 
Melba Brian 
Jane Ruby 


Ruddy & Selma 
. orothy Johnson 


New Acts 


(Continued from page 52) 





;}sheer humor and calling for one} 


member’s portrayal of femme strip- 
per. This naturally incorporates op- 
eratic arias, but they are blended 
with the comedy hokum so deftly 
that much of the strong warbling is 
missed. ‘Framed,’ re 
the quartet a chance for individual 





ballading. 
Better spotting of numbers un- 


palatable for nitery work. Opening 
with a more brusque comedy tune 
probably would help. This doubtless- 
ly will come as the combo develops. 

Plenty of originality wrapped up 
| in the lvrics supplied by Morry Olson. 
Bobby Borger is first tenor; Jack Gif- 





ford, second tenor; Henry Russell, 
baritone; and Bob Rice, bass. All 
four have superb voices. Wear. 
DALE WINTHROP 

Taps 

4 Mins.; One 

| Paramount, N.Y. 

| Dale Winthrop is a. tapstering 


femme who manifests a nice idea of 
showmanship in the limited show- 
manship now possible for specialists 
of this type. Her’s is evidenced 
through the medium of a spotlighting 
on her tootsies, thus focusing entire 


Hi-iat Hotel Sherman 
Willie Shore (College Inn) 
Phelps 2 Gertrude Hoffman 
Frank Libuse Howard Nichols 


Mildred Tolle 
Frances McCoy 
Ryder Sis 

Hotel Bismarck 

(Walnut Room) 
Kines Jesters 
Geraldine Ross 
Shalita & Carlton 
Tex Morrissey 
The Marvelles 
Zert Granoft 


Alphonse Berg 

Lois Still 

Calgary Bros 

Roger Pryor Ore 
Hotel Stevens 

(Continental Room) 

Maurine & Norva 

Oarman Castillo 

Lorraine Sis 

Ina Scott 


Paredy Club 
Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Charlyne Baker 
Kadie Fahrnier 
Henry Simmons 
Freddy. Janis Ore 


Royale Frolice 


Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Jimmie Christie 
Whitey Neuman 


Drake Hotel 
(Silver Forrest) 
Sheila Barrett : 
Ethel Dixon Doltv Kay 
Paul Florenz Girls | Sid--Tomacks 
Pat O'Malley Frances Wood 
| Gower & Gene Billy Bray 
| Dick Jurgens Ore Marilyn Mariewe 
“Ad at Barbara Belmore 
Hotel io _ er Gould Sis 
Beac Henri Lishon Ore 
(Marine Koom) Chas Engels Ore 
| Geo Olsen Ore Trocadero Casino 
| + eh Race teed Franciseo & Mario 
2015 a ented 4 McNallies 
ee EB rancine Violet Love 
as Carr 


F Sonia *e C2 Pat Chandler 
Harriett Smith’s Gis | pon Fernando's Ore 





Hotel Lasalle Vanity Fair 
(Blue Fountain Edith Murrav Ore 
Room) 


Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 


Rob. McGrew Ore 
Hotel Morrison 


Dick Hughes 
(Terrace Room) Sally Keith 
| (Casino Parisien) Wallace & Latisha 
Jimmy Garret Ore Stan Carter 


Lou Breese Ore 


| Yacht Club 
| Hotel Palmer House 
| 


Jerry & Turk 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
Bradley & Lane 
Tree & Edwards 
Gillette & Richard 
88% Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
Paul Keebler Ore 
Belva White 


(Empire Koem> 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Ray & Trent 
Dick Bennett 
June Taylor 
Geo Hamilton Orc 
Lester Cole 
Paul Rosini 
Abbott Dancers 


PHILADELPHIA 


Agnes Tolle 
Hotel Philadelphian 
(Mirror Koom) 
J Frasetto Ores (2) 
Walter Donahue 
Magfys 
Marcelle Wellingt'n 
Mia Milas Co 
Debutantes 
Kit Kat Club 


Anchorage Inn 
Milton Kellem Ore 
Mario Villani 
Clifford & Wayne 
Emily Weymann 

Arcadia tnt’ 
Shep Fields Ore 
Leon & Mace 
Vera Fern 
Carl Rosini 
Bellevue-Stratford 

(Planet Room) 
| Meyer Davis Ore 
Ren Franklin Hotel 

(Georgian Keom) 
M C Jaffe Ore 
Benny the Bum's 
Abe Salinger Orc 
Cross & Dunn 
Peggy Adams 








Al & Deannie 

5 Bon Tons 
Marcia Marqnez 
Pauline Bryant 
Betty White 
James Friday 


Ritz-Carliten 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ore 


Silver Lake ton 
(Clementon) 


Roberts Bros Micke a oan tha 
| oi < 3 cey Familant Or 
| Monya toberti Norman Duke 

fom Barry 


Il, & C Serrano 
Elsie Gilbert 

1214 Spruce 
Roy Ffedley 
Julia Garrity 
Carol & Anella 
Jimmy Blake 
20th Centary Tavern 
Barney Zeeman Ure 
Frankie Hires 


Catherine Flynn 
Patsy Ogden 
Chez Michaud 
Jonny Graff Orc 
Cotony Club 
Marjorie Drummond 
tillie Joyce 
Marion Kingston 
Ann Morgan 








Mimi Monet Kay Hamilton 

| Levey King pe 3 Esquires 

; Harry Adar 3 21 Clob 

| Embassy Club Tommy Lowman 

Aristocrats Sally LaMars 

Kurt Weiller |! Ann Rush 

Billy Vine Mary Lee 

Sally Warren 4 Ambassadors 

Milly Warwick Ubanei Clab 

! 1523 Locust Doe Hyder Ore 

2 Kings Butterbeans & § 

Little Ernie Wood Sis 

Rubbles Shelby Kay Banks 

| Grace Manners Victoria Vigal 
Charlie Benkese 


J & R Esterbrook 
Linda Ray Moore & Desnie 


Walton Roof 


Leo Zollo Or« 


| 
Frank Valumbo's | 
Jess Altmiller Orc 
Kddie White 
Ive Stewart 
\dam & Eva 
toh Ridley 
Syivia, France & D 
Hianl Sidare 
Hotel Adeiphia 
(Cafe Marguery) (Camden) 
Harold Knight Ore | Louis Chaikin Or« 
Vincent Rizzo Ore | Bidoradians 
Ress MacLean | Franchon & F 
Avile & Nile | Bob Merrill 
Haltiday & Clark | Sydney Gelden 
Albernice Co Rose Kirk 
John Tio Ilse Hart 
DeRoze | Gregory Quinn 
Evan B Fontaine !Carmen d'Antonto 


| Marion 
Janet 


Bent 
| Read 
Digitanos 

| Warwick Hotel 
|} (Cocktail Room) 
| Tunesmiths 


Weber's Hofbrau 


the finale, gives, 


doubtedly would make this act more) 


Frankie Masters Or | 


Tiny Bradshaw Ore 


Pat Rooney & YP 3a 


attention on the rat-a-tat, without 
missing a tap, and at the same time 
leaving her own personality in en- 
gaging eclipse. 

She’s costumed in green sateen 
pyjama-trouser outfit. The arrange- 
ments back of her are also mode- 
rated so as not to muflle the taps, 
and, for heightened effect, a muted 
trumpet alone is dominant for the 
accomp while she beats it out. For 
the ‘picking corn’ tapstering finale, 
she bows off strong. Her second ses» 
sion makes it a bit longish, but she 
registers in toto. Works throughout 
‘in front of the Mario Braggiotti #&~= 
thesira. 

Formerly part of a sister team, 
Miss Winthrop of late has been core 
fining herself tc solo specialties im 
cafes and stage presentations. Abel. 





CARLOS AND MARCHAN 
Ballroom Dancing 
6 Mins. 
Park-Central Hotel, N. Y. 
Youthful-looking terp team pos- 
sesses class and vivacity. Male half is 
athletic-appearing young man. and 
both give impression of being Latin- 
american types. Femme partner is 
as attractive as she is lithesome. 
| Precision and easy showmanship 
marks their two -ballroom. move- 
ments. Execute difficult swinging 
tricks with such gracefulness and fa- 
'cility that they look simple. Climax 
is 2 whirling trick that’s done as if 
it were an crdinery waltz sten. 
Wear. 


| LOLA BARD 

Singcr 
5 Mins. 

Parik-Central Hotel, N. Y. 
| Petite blues singer looms as a 


radio possibility. Works. before 


| microphone here, and plainly shows — 


that she will fit in with nearly any 
| floor show combination because pos- 
| sessing the looks. No question about 
| her mike personality. Best tune in 
| present routine is ‘Dancing Mood.’ 

| A slow tempo song, though bring- 
_ing out her clear enunciation, seems 
a little draegy. Wear. 





Unit Reviews 


Parisian Nights Revue 
(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, Jan. 10. 
Because Sollie Childs brought a 
|show on the Cushman circuit early 
jin the season called ‘Parisian Follies’ 
|end the local. management was afraid 
| the audience would think it a repeat, 
|Owen Bennett’s ‘Parisian Nights’ 
showed up here in the ads as the 
‘Whirl O’ Girls’ revue. 

First unit of the season to have to 
buck the winter snows getting in 
| town. Missed the first show on the 
first day, but was doing a neat job 
| of getting by when caught this sup- 
|per show. Opus carries two drops 
and calls for the traveler to be closed 
in once, rather an innovation for 
this type show, which usually works 
presentation style and never makes a 
move in the flats and hanging stuff 
except to put it up and take it down. 

Garb for the most part is in good 

taste, with exception of the feature 
act, Jacaues Fouche, a contortionist. 
His stuff, which has him all out of 
joint, could stand a better dress. 
This act is outstanding in that 
'Fouche is probably the only contor- 
tionist on the pines who stands well 
over six feet and weizhs more than 
200 pounds. So comical is Fouche in 
his bodily maneuvers he ties the 
|show up and stalls proceedings sev- 
eral times. 
Novelty is found in the opening 
| Corriell Trio, acrobatiz, with one kid 
going up stair steps in a headstand, 
with no help from hands or feet. 
Rosscau and Fifi do adagio and semi- 
comedy acro dancing. Latter is the 
best. the gal taking some bruising 
punishment. Lee Sisters, dancers, 
tap out a few minutes. 

Bob Conn appears at this point 
with Turk McBee. who does the 
m.c."ing. He's a cork-faced slow talk 
and g2% man. He's better later when 
| he gathers himself into a knot and 
| dances, 

Bacl-ed by a second drop. the line 
virls (5) do a pic number that's oke. 
| Charles Herveau. Jr. recruit from 
the Mzajcr Bowes units and said to 
,have been grabbed from a Roxy en- 
| “agement, N. Y.. gets by or his youth. 








|Slurs h‘s musical stuf? and the mimic - 


|biz is just fair. Fouche and Conn 
‘are jitet ahead of finale. McBee con- 
| tributirs his xylophone-terp combo 
about the same time. 

|. Unit ran 51 minutes this show. 
|Bend is handled bv Julian Babb. 
'Ches Devis is in on this one, although 
ihnuey with his own 1937 edition of 
‘Chireen Follies’ somewhere in Texas 
lat thte time. ‘Nichts’ has vouth and 
_ snap and every gal is a looker. Barn. 


PAGEANT OF YOUTH 


| (MICHIGAN, DETROF™ 


Detroit, Jan. 8. 
It's too bad some radio performers 
come before the footlights: they 
, often spoil. the illusion and oftener 
just vex the audience. Such is 
the case of this ‘stage version’. 
of the Tasty-Yeast program, heard: 
Sundays until recently over NBC 
| Blue. It not only lacks production, 


| but the individual acts, with one or 
two exceptions, wouldn't rate a nod 


j (Continued on page 60) 
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Wednesday, January 13, 193 





Eternal Road.’ World’s Most Costly 
Show, Opens, Has $31,000 Wkly Nut, 
Can Gross $56,000; Two N. Y. Specs 





Big Ad Campaign 





Adding to its several high 
cost spending records, producers 
of ‘Eternal Road’ went in for 
an extra-heavy ad campaign 
this week, with larger space in 
daily papers than any show has 
had in recent years. Ads call 
for the greatest legit expendi- 





a ture along those lines since way 
SEP Tt ear if back when, and perhaps estab- 
Three hours before “The Eternal SALE OF DI | INGHAM’S | lish new highs. 

: ld’s most costly show, | First blast came Monday 
Road,’ world’s m y morning (11) in the N. Y. Times 
opened at the Manhattan Opera 11? PLAYS POSTPONED | and that afternoon in the Jour- 
House, N. Y., last Thursday (7), | nal, ad occupying 247 lines on 


there was a possibility that the pre- 
miere would be set back again. It 
had been postponed from the an- 
nounced premiere date (Jan. 4), but 
the dress rehearsals of the $500,000 
production were so marred by tech- 
nical faults that Max Reinhardt fa- 


“™wvored further delay. 


Actually, however, the first per- 
formance was a comparatively 
smooth one. Some of the elevators 
in the rear of the huge stage set 


jammed and the lighting for the up-| ip, Dillingham interest in the plays | 
per reaches of a high panel used for | in order to liquidate his estate. 
choral ensembles was ineffective. It) 


was. however, through the direction 
of Norman Bel Geddes that ‘Eternal 
Road’ finally reached presentation. 
He designed the settings and con- 
ceived the lighting effects. 


Geddes was most active last sea-| not with the understanding that they | 


son when the ambitious ‘Road’ sud- 
denly halted, after an expenditure 
of more than $250,000. It was then 


lines. Ad was scheduled to be 

the 112 plays in which the late! staggered throughout the cur- 
| 

|Charles Dillingham had an interest | rent week, being used in all 

} 1i 2w Yor ailies, ‘ing 

was postponed Thursday (7) to Jan.|} ™!n® New York dailies, during 

the week, although cut down 


| side, 


jarrived from California. 


| estate, 


| 


| what extent 


set down as the most colossal flop | 


of all time. 


It now takes rank as| 


one of the great spectacles of all | 


time. Geddes did not participate 
during this winter’s activity to ready 


|Mme. Frances’ $314 Claim 


‘Road’ until several days before the | 


actual debut. There had been dif- 
ferences of opinion between him and 
the management, but he responded 
to a last minute cail for help and 


™ corrected the lighting faults, and 


many other technical difficulties, 
which others could not cope with. 


Twe Biggies 


New York now has, for the first | chandise amounting to $1,890. 
time in stage history, two mammoth | 
shows—‘Road’ and ‘White Horse Inn’ modiste obtained an order from N.Y. | 
at the Center. They are opposed | Supreme Court Justice Steuer per- | can) 

Each can gross more mitting service of the suit by posting | 
‘Road’ | the summons on the door of the ac- | 
having an edge because of a $4.40 | tress’ home at Taylor’s Point, Ma-| 
tep. Questionable whether this scale ; maroneck, N. Y. 
is not too high for such an at- | 


attractions. 
than $50,000 weekly, with 


traction. 


in the agencies. However, box office 
activity developed and Saturday a 


fourth ticket-seller was installed in| 








; six columns, for a total of 1,482 
Hearing on the proposed sale of 


29. due to the fact that R. H. Burn-| 
had 


proportionately to the page in 
the two tabloids. After the first 
insertion, it was decided to cut 
down somewhat, however, hold- 
ing down to about $7,000 worth 
newspaper advertising the first 
week and figuring on stretch- 
ing the big ads around over a 
wider period of time. 


EIGHT SHOWS 
QUIT BDWAY 


Dillingham associate, not 
} 


Hearing was called before Ref- | 
eree John Joyce at the request of | 
attorneys for the Irving Trust Co., | 
trustee of the late producer's estate. | 
Trustee claims a right to dispose of | 











Opposing the sale of the plays is} 
Aaron Lippen, attorney for Frank | 
Furlong, executor of the Dillingham | 
who claims the Dillingham | 
interest in the plays was placed in| 
the hands of the Irving Trust, but | 


were to be sold. Presence of Burn- | 
side is needed to determine as to | 
the Dillingham estate 


was interested. Largest closing list for Broadway 





| in some time, five shows having 
| folded suddenly last .Saturday and 
| at least three stopping this week. 

Against Ethel Barrymore) <agea 26’ from 


will depart 


have had con- | Lyceum after a mild stay of four 


Process servers 
‘siderable. difficulty in slapping a| Weeks. 
summons on Ethel Barrymore in 


| 
| 


| 
It was indicated after the | fi : 
premiere that there was little call} Minturn’s WPA Vacash 





‘AGED 26’ 


Opened Dee. 21, 36. Romantic 
drama on the subject. of John 
Keats, peet, was not favorably 
received by the daily reviewers, 
though all conceded it wes a 
literate job. Gabriel (Ameri- 
declared that ‘great poets 
make poor play-fellows.’ 

Variety (Ibee) said: ‘Limited.’ 


connection with a suit brought by | 
Mme. Frances, modiste, who is seek- | 


ing to collect $314 alleged to be owed | 
by the actress on a bill for mer-' 


On Monday (11) attorneys for the | 














day, too, after playing nine weeks. 
Drama with music started off at a 
| pace of $7,000 to $8,000 but operated 
| to profit only during New Year’s 


Chicago, Jan. 12. 
Harry Minturn is taking a leave 


the b.o., With a fifth likely to be en- Of absence from the local Federal week. 


gaged. 

Show drew approximately $24,000 
on its first four performances, $14,000 
of which was garnered on the first 
night when the scale was $11 top. 
House can get around $7,200 nightly 
and on the week it is possible to 
gross $56,000. Operation expense is 
around the $31,000 mark, despite the 


large company and the pepulous | 


managerial staff. 


An advertising campaign is being | 
~« mapped out, it being figured that be- 


cause of the long delay in reaching 
presentation, unusual publicity is 
necessary. Head of Hearn’s depart- 
ment store, Maurice Levin} who is 
one of the chief sponsors of the spec. 
has taken over that task and assigned 
it to his advertising department. 
This will not conflict with regular 


press releases. Blackstone is the 
regular amusement advertising 
agency. 


Kleig Premiere 
At the premiere, there were kleigs 


in the lobby and a horde of pho- 
tographers on hand. Men with hand 
cameras invaded the lower floor and 
light bulbs flashed all over the house, 
even after the performance started. 

Detail of firemen was on hand, in- 
structed to keep fire extinguishers 


in their hands. 
refused to okay the production and 
callad on Mayor LaGuardia to ex- 
amine the settings. Hizzoner rushed 
te the theatre on the afternoon of 
the opening and there, with other 
city officials, finally instructed Com- 
missioner Paul Moss to issue the li- 
cense. 


One of the major problems now | 


facing the management is that of 


visibility. Not all of the set and. 
action can be seen, on _ the. 
lewer floor. Front mezzanine is the 


best location to witness the spec. 
Gallery is the poorest for visibility 
and the only complaints from pa- 


- trens thus far have been from- those 


who occupied the top loft. 
More Money 

There was a hurry call for coin 
the day after opening, with $25,000 
ready cash needed. 
from the ticket brokers, Leblang’s 
being the major contributor. That 
agency gave $12,500, with a call on 


Fire commissioner 


It was secured. 


Theatre Project to direct a new) 
show, ‘Return-of Hannibal,’ -in San 
Francisco. 

Will return in three weeks to re- 
sume his VPA play directorial duties 





‘JOHNNY JOHNSON’ 


Opened Nev. 19, ’36. Reviews 
of Paul Green’s play and the 








here. Group Theatre production ali 
had a very polite flavor. Ga- 

ENGAGEMENTS briel (American) called it a 
‘strange, brave bungie,’ and 

Mitzi Green, Ray Heatherton,|| Watts (Tribune) termed it an 


‘Babes in Arms.’ ‘in-and-out show.’ 


Maude Allen, Norman Crawford, Variety (Land) thought it 
Virginia Carroll, ‘Thirsty Soil.’ would ‘achieve a moderate en- 
Polly Rose, “Tovarich.’ gagement.’ 








Philip Van Zandt, ‘Having a Won- 
derful Time.’ 

William Kent, Florence Auer, O. se’ s 
Z. Whitehead, Robert Kellard, Don | “wee Wee are canis aapee es 
| Beddoe, Billy Faye, Keenan Wynn. | the Fulton after playing 102 weeks. 
oo Wayne, ‘Hey Diddle Diddle.’ | It was one of the best money-mak- 
‘ir he oe eee Se |} ers during the last two seasons. 
Eleanor Phelps, Alexander Clark, | 
| Percy Helton, Leslie Litomy, Philip | 
Eppens, Lee Berkman, Vira Rial, | 
Gerrie Worthing, Howard Sullivan, | 
Howard Fisher, ‘Naughty Naught.’ | 

Tamara, Peggy O'Donnell, Oliver | 
Barbour, Frank MacCormack, Alice | 
Ann Baker, John Seymour, Cam-! 
eron Prudhomme, Larry Johns, | 
‘Tide Rising.’ 














‘THREE MEN ON A HORSE’ 


Opened Jan. 30, °35. Alex 
Yokel’s production drew rave 
notices from every first-string 
critic. Anderson (Journal) 
called it an ‘altogethér hilarious 
comedy.’ y 

Variety (Ibee) 
male draw 
coin,’ 


said: ‘Mostly 


Willi Valentine, ; 
illiam Valentine, Joseph Buloff hie. Ate dade 


Ralph Theodore, June Webster, | 
Sandford Bickert, Tom Tully, Spen- 
cer Kimbell, Milano Tilden, Connie 
Gilchrist, ‘Call Me Ziggy.” 

Richie Ling, Kathryn Collier. 
Hilda Plowright, Edgar Kent, Eda 
Heinemann, Ruth Vivian. | Philip 
Merivale, Marguerite Churchill, 
Horace Sinclair, Marie De Becker, 
Sylvia Weld, August Aramini, ‘And 
Now Goodbye’ (complete cast). 

James Hall, Lillian Foster, Lenore 
Sorsby, George Blackwood, ‘Lady 
Chatterly’s Lover.’ 











accomplishing 13 weeks. 
erate money and 
some profit. 


probably 








‘SWING YOUR LADY’ 


Opened Oct. 18, '36. Because 
of authers Kenyon Nicholson- 
Charles Robinson, some of the 
reviewers began making com- 
parisons with ‘Sailor, Beware’ 
and they weren't complimen- 
tary. Lockridge (Sun) called it 
‘a little disappointing,’ but Watts 
(Tribune) thought that it ‘will 
find an appreciative audience.’ 

Variety (Ibee) said: ‘Moderate 
engagement is likely.’ 





| 
first money. Leblang’s figured in the | 
handling of ‘Romance of a People,’ 
which Meyer W. Weisgal promoted 
several seasons ago, and distributed 
all tickets without cost, through an 
arrangement with the N. Y. News, 
which sponsored that religious spec. 
Weisgal with Crosby Gaige is making 
the Max Reinhardt presentation. 
Performance of ‘Road’ ran t9 near- 











ly midnight at the opening, after 
some 20 minutes had been cut. There 
were no further deletions at subse- 
quent performances. 


‘Reflected Glory’ went to the road 
from the Morosco last Saturday, after 











| 


| and was told that playing the city was an impossibility this year. 
| sought to prevail on the troupe by hauling out records of what socko biz 


Frank Lawton who played 


| comedies. 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


the | 


| proportions. 


| Coyne, also an American. 


Bernstein, French author, to put the show on Broadway. 


Inside Stuff-Legit = 


Once again Baltimore will not have an opportunity to see the D’Oyly 
Carte company, now on tour. Troupe has not booked the stand and the 
management has announced that the town will not be played. 

Two seasons ago, when the outfit was touring the U. S. provinces, a loud 
clamor arose in Balto as to why it was not included in the company’s tour. 
Mayor Howard W. Jackson became personally interested and contacted 
the D’Oyly Carters. He was told that the troupe could not make a Balto 
stand at that time but would earnestly try to do so on a subsequent 
American tour, 


This autumn the clamor rose again. Freddie Huber, Balto’s municipal 
director of music, last week huddled with the bosses of the D’Oyly Carte 
Huber 





the Met Opera annually does there, but no dice. 


Frank Lawton, appearing in ‘Promise,’ Little, N.. Y., is the son of the 
in ‘A Trip to Chinatown’ -and Hoyt 
Elder Lawton went to London and resided there, as did Joseph 
Younger Lawton, who is wed to Evelyn Laye, 


other 


| was brought up as an Englishman. 


‘Promise’. is presented by Gilbert Miller, who was committed to Henry 


Producer was 


| not enthusiastic, but figured that, by using a strong cast, show might 


land. That explains why Sir Cedric Hardwicke and others were brought 
over from London for it. 





‘Three Men on a Horse,’ which made a great run of 102 weeks, mostly 
at the Playhouse, N. Y., was all set to continue after the closing was an- 
nounced in the dailies last week. Actors had agreed to take a second cut, * 
although they had refused it previously. Alex Yokel, who produced the 
show and has had it on his own since the Warners withdrew last spring, 
then advised the players that if Leblang’s would guarantee the show, it 
would continue. Cut-rate agency declined and the show stopped. 

Last summer Yokel stated that ‘Three Men’ would play until New 
Year's eve. Some bets at odds are reported to have been wagered, with 
the short-enders collecting. 





In addition to the recorded score for “The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
Opera House, N. Y., it was found necessary to use an orchestra of limited 
Isaac Van Grove, formerly of the Chicago Opera company, 


| conducts an orchestra of 12 men who are not visible to the audience. 


Musicians play in a sound-preof room, orchestra being used to accompany 
the choral ensembles. 

Dress rehearsals were held last week, prior to the opening Thursday 
(7). One rehearsal was witnessed by priests and rabbis, some from out 
of town, 





Lyceum, N. Y., has a claim of $2,500 against ‘Bedtime For Ali Baba,’ 
which was booked into the theatre but withdrawn after a double try-out. 
Phitip Dunning, who produced ‘Ali,’ disputes the item, which the theatre 


| management contends represents three weeks’ rent and actual expense. 


‘Johnny Johnson’ will exit Satur- | 


} 





} 


Lyceum management also claims it could have continued ‘St. Helena’ 
longer had there not been the uncertainty about ‘Ali,’ also that the house 
might have booked ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 





Frank Dare of Actors’ Equity Association in Chicago has kept such close 
contact and o.o. on the WPA theatre project there that all worthy Equity 
members who need assistance are on the Federal payrolls, and through 
Dare’s intercession several Equity members who were slated to be dropped 
from the payrolls were retained on the project. 





James O'Neill in Equity’s N. Y. office was surprised to see his face in the 
layout of Paramount's silver jubilee ad copy in honor of Adolph Zukor. 
The picture got in not only because O'Neill was in one of Zukor’s first 
film productions, but because somebody around Par thought he was Eugene 
O'Neiil’s father. Caption so stated, but it’s not so. 


Current Road Shows 


(WEEK OF JAN. 11) 


‘Ballet Russe’ Amarillo, Tex., 
11; El Paso, 12; Tucson, 13; Pasa- 
dena, 14; Los Angeles, 15-20. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Biltmore, Los 





grosses all the way and turned a 
profit. 








‘REFLECTED GLORY’ 
Opened Sept. 21, ’36. Opinions 
were mixed on Tallulah Bank- 
head’s starring effort. Gabriel 
(American) said ‘the evening 











disappointed me much,’ while Angeles. 
Gilbert (Telegram) called it a ‘Bey Meets Girl,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
‘delightful comedy.’ burgh. 
Variety (Ibee) termed it a ‘Children’s Hour,’ Brighton, 
‘moderate.’ Brighton Beach, N. Y. 
‘Children’s Hour,’ Ford’s, Bal- 
ve ’ timore. 
‘All Editions’ stopped at the Long- ~ J ria , 
/acre after a poor three weeks. ae Raa,’ Srianger, Puileset- 


‘Swing Your Lady’ will close at | 
the 46th Street this Saturday, after | 
Drew mod- | 
made | 


| 


; 


playing 16 weeks. Drew fairly strong | Chanin auditorium. ' 


‘ALL EDITIONS’ 


Opened Dec. 22, ’36. Most of 
the drst-stringers lauded 
Charles Washburn, p. a. and co- 
author with Clyde North, but 
ran out of nice phrases when it 
came to the play itself. Lock- 
ridge (Sun) said ‘it falls short.’ 

Variety (Ibee) thought it ‘will 
not make the grade.’ 





D'Oyly Carte Repertory, For- 
rest, Philadeiphia. 

‘End of Summer’ (Ina Claire), 
Shubert, Newark 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Har- 
ris, Chicago. 

‘Follies,’ Grand, Chicago. 

‘Frederika,’ National, 
ington. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ (Geo. M. 
Cohan), Plymouth, Boston. 


Wash- 














‘Great Waltz,’ Curran, San 

Sita eh eB . Francisco. 
Around the Corner’ was yanked | ‘Hamlet’ (Leslie Howard). 
after playing two lean weeks. | Hanna, Cleveland, 11-13: Taft 





Cincinnati, 14-16. 
‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), Er- 
langer, Chicago. 
‘Leaning on _ Letty’ 
Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Mulatto,’ Studebaker, Chicago. 


‘AROUND THE CORNER’ 

Opened Dec. 28, °36. Brown 
(Post) said Martin Flavin’s 
latest play would ‘prebably be 
forgotten as quickly as it de- 


(‘Post 











serves. Other reviewers had Nasimeva Repertory, Cass, 
similar opinions. Detroit. . 
Variety (Ibee) called it ‘ques- Pride and Prejudice, Colonial, 
tionable.’ Boston. 
‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead), Shubert, Boston. 
Also an intimate revue from 


‘Scandals,’ Mizpah Temple, Ft 
Wayne, Ind. 10; Paramount 
Toledo, 11. 

‘Tomorrow We Live,” El Capi- 
tan, Hollywood. 


abroad named ‘Pepper Mill’ failed to 
relight Monday (11), after playing 
six performances at the 200 seat 
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Coast Legit Shows 


Boy Hits Up Ghost Town Route 





Los Angeles, Jan. 12. 

Road is being temporarily revived 
in Southern California, after being 
dormant for many seasons. ‘Boy 
Meets Girl,’ currently at the Bilt- 
more here, has been booked for a 
tour of five weeks of one-nighters 
after leaving here, four dates of 
which will be in Southern California 
spots which haven’t had a traveling 
attraction in so long that the oldest 
resident has forgotten the date. 

Closing here Jan. 31, ‘Boy’ goes 
into the Concert Hall Auditorium, 
Long Beach, for a single perform- 
ance. Laying off Feb. 2, the comedy 
moves to Pasadena for a night per- 
formance at the Civic Auditorium. 
Next night it’s the High School Audi- 
torium at Santa Ana, and then a 
two-night and Saturday matinee 
pooking at the Savoy, San Diego. 

Time was when Long Beach and 
San Diego were sure-fire one or two- 
nighters for road legits, but those 
days have long since passed. Santa 
Ana hasn’t had a road show in many 
yrars and Pasadena has confined its 
legit activities to presentations by 
its Community Players. 

From San Diego, ‘Boy’ heads east, 
with one night each in Phoenix and 
Tucson, Ariz. Eight Texas towns 
follow; then the opus hits through 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and east via 
Memphis, Birmingham, Knoxville, 
Chattanooga, Nashville and Louis- 
ville, 

Comedy is set to open a two-week 
engagement March 8 at the Nixon, 
Pittsburgh, with Baltimore and 
Washington to follow before the 
troupe folds for. the season. 

B. V. McCarty is handling the ad- 
vance for ‘Boy,’ with John Hale back 
as company manager. 


HELEN HAYES ILL, SHOW 
AND BROADCAST, OFF 


There was no performance of 
‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst, N. Y., 
Monday (11) night, due to the illness 
of Helen Hayes, down with laryn- 
gitis. She had difficulty getting 
through Saturday’s shows and the 
doctor ordered further rest. 

Star’s defection also forced the 
cancellation of her radio broadcast 
Monday evening. Miss Hayes re- 
ceives $3,500 weekly for the air ap- 
pearance, Ruth Gordon substituted. 


Blumenthal Salvaging 
Hammerstein Statue 











George Blumenthal, former man- 
ager for the late Oscar Hammerstein 
and the Manhattan opera house, 
N. Y., has arranged with Edward 
Altman of the Capitol Stage Light- 
ing Co., N. Y., to act as trustee for a 
fund to be raised to save the life- 
size bronze statue of the impresario 
from being junked, Blumenthal 
States that the statue was installed 
by Arthur Hammerstein, Oscar’s 
son, at the time when he opened his 
Hammerstein (now Manhattan) the- 
atre which he built as a memorial 
to his father at 53rd street and 
Broadway, costing at that time $6,500 
and subsequently removed from 
there several years ago. It was dis- 
covered by Blumenthal in a junk 
pile in a second hand shop on Cen- 
ter street where it was about to be 
broken up and sold for old bronze. 

Blumenthal secured an option up 


to Jan. 20 to buy the statue for $350 | 


and is now getting contributions to- 
Wards paying for the same. He has 
hopes of eventually having it set up 
On the Mall in Central Park adja- 


cent to Victor Herbert’s and others | 


that are in the vicinity. 





Beck Recuping 


Martin Beck is reported steadily | 


improving after a second opération 
and is expected to leave Mt. Sinai 
hospital within two weeks. 


Showman has been ill for more 
than a month. 








Signs of Life; 








One Way 





What price criticism? Mont- 
clair theatre was opened after 
a long spell of darkness by the 
Leventhal-Payton combine with 
Taylor Holmes in ‘Tobacco 
Road’ and met much opposition 
from the pulpits. Citizenry de- 
scribed a wide circle around the 
house for the first part of ‘the 
week and then crept in under 
cover of darkness. That is, the 


| 
Montclair, N. J., Jan. 12. | 





brave ones. 

Mike Goldreyer, ahead of the 
show, dropped in at the local 
cigar store and found out what 
the less brave ones were going 
to do. Shopkeeper confided 
that the man of cloth he sits un- 
der made “Tobacco Road’ so in- || 
teresting in his condemnation 
that said shopkeeper and a 
group of friends were pooling | 
together to see the show in New 
York, 


| 











Duroy Loses First 
Skirmish in $150,000 
Libel Vs. Gillmore 


For the second time since 1931 
Frank Gillmore, president of Equity, 
has been named defendant in a suit 


filed in N. Y. Supreme Court by Rob- 
ert Duroy, actor-producer of the 
short-lived play ‘Right to Happiness.’ 
This time Duroy wants $150,000 dam- 
ages, claiming Gjllmore libeled him 
in an article published recently in 
the monthly Equity magazine. 

DuRoy lost the first legal skirmish 
on this matter Friday (8), however. 
After hearing arguments on both 
sides, Justice Aaron Steuer granted 
the motion of the defense to dis- 
miss the second of two causes of 
action on the grounds of insufficient 
facts. 

On slander and one libel charge, 
Justice Steuer wiped out two causes 
Friday, leaving Gillmore to face 
charges on one $50,000 libel action. 

Entire matter is an outgrowth of 
an old matter. In 1934, N. Y. Su- 
preme Court jury voted Duroy a 
$40,000 verdict in his original suit 
against Gillmore and Equity. In that 
suit Duroy had charged that Equity 
and Gillmore ‘committed certain 
acts’ against him (Duroy) which re- 
sulted in the failure of his show, “The 
Right to Happiness.’ Court reduced 
the award to $13,000 and the Ap- 
pellate Division reversed the entire 
matter in favor of Gillmore. 

Present action involves an article 
in Equity organ, in which Gillmore 
discussed the whole case and the 
Appellate Court reversal and in 
which Gillmore is alleged to have 
referred disparagingly to Duroy, 


. ad 
Surprise, Surprise 

Cast of ‘Idiot’s Delight’ hosted 
Russel Crouse, retiring p. a. for the 
Theatre Guild, last week (7) at the 
Shubert, N. Y. Surprise party was 
arranged by Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne. Turnout, however, in- 
cluded Helen Hayes, Noel Coward, 
Irene Castle and others. 

Crouse has several deals on fire 
but has not sealed for anything def- 
inite. He’s still holding down a 
typewriter in the Guild’s offices. 











Sleeper on Crutches 


| by 





Martha Sleeper was unable to re- 
port for rehearsals of ‘Hey, 
Diddle’ last week and Monday 
appeared on crutches. Actress has a 
painful affection of one leg and, 
while that condition may clear up, 
Doris Dalton was called in to read 


(11) 


Hollywood satire by Bartlett Cor- 
mack is due to debut in Princeton, 
Jan, 21. 
Anne Nichols and Morris Green. 





Diddle, | 


| mitted, 
|fourth week. 
the part. 


'applications to chop wages, 


It is being produced by | 


YOUNGER GR 
FORGES 


UF 
aU 





Would Mean Amendment to 
Constitution, but do Away | 
with Any Possible Fear of | 
Retribution—Complicated | 


Manner of Voting 


EXECS AGAINST IT 





Equity may change its method of 
voting at annual elections, it having 


| been proposed to use secret ballots. | 
| If such a 


system is adopted, 


stitution would have to be passed on 
the membership. Matter was 
made the special order of business 


| at Tuesday’s (12) council session. 


Action was forced when a petition 
was filed by Robert Read, with more 
than 100 signatures attached. Read 
was said to be of the younger, or 
militant, group in Equity, which has 
been more or less inactive since its 
Actors’ Forum was apparently dis- 
banded. 

Administration is understood to 
have been opposed to the suggestion 
of voting by secret ballot when it 
was first broached, prior to the last 
annual meeting. Next May the yearly 
session will elect officers for three 
years and the matter of the proposed 
amendment is therefore regarded as 
all-important. There have been some 
claims that the present system of 
straight balloting has caused a per- 
centage of the members to secrete 
their real intentions because of pos- 
sible official reaction, since the tell- 
ers are aware of who votes for 
whom, 

Legal Points 

Whether the amendment would be 
made operative for the next election 
is not definite and that point may be 
decided at the next quarterly meet- 
ing. Issue was expected not to be 
disposed of by the Council in one 
session, but is bound to arise later. 

Method of voting by secret ballot is 
complicated, but completely screens 
the identity of the voters. All ballots 
would be mailed to a postoffice box. 
There would be a series of envel- 
opes, one of which would have the 
signature of the voter, Tellers would 
open the first envelope. On the sec- 
ond would be the signature, which, 
after being verified, would validate 
the ballot. Latter is in the third 
envelope, which would be immedi- 
ately placed in the ballot box. Finally 
these final enveldpes would be 
opened and the tallies counted, 

Frank Gillmore left the council 
early in order to sail for a three 


week vacation trip to Rio de 
Janeiro, accompanied by Paul N, 
Turner, Equity’s attorney. Equity 


head was queried on the matter of 
being a candidate for re-election. He 
replied that he certainly would run 
if nominated by the committee, add- 
ing that if not named he would not 
be an opposition candidate. ~ 

Comment was believed to have 
been made to refute a rumor that 
Gillmore was not inclined to accept 
another three-year term as Equity’s 
leader, 


an | 
| amendment to the association’s con- 


SECRET EQUITY ELECTIONS? 





+ 
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Misdirected Advice 


How the epidemic of grippe 
affected casts on Broadway may 
be seen from the way players 
in ‘Three Men On a Horse,’ 
which closed Saturday (9) at 
the Fulton, were successively 
stricken. 

_Horace McMahon, a teeto- 
taler, advised Jimmy Lane to 
get stewed as protection, with 
Lane saying: That’s a good idea.’ 

Next evening Frank Camp, 
who played the old man in the 
play, entered the theatre, tell- 
ing people where to get off. 
That brought a laugh because 
Camp is a mild-mannered fel- 
low—but he had also taken 
McMahon’s advice. 


HOW TO FOLD 
HAMLET A 
PROBLEM 


-_- - ~ 


Guthrie McClintic has figured out 
what to do about ‘Hamlet’ (John 
Gielgud) at the St. James, N. Y. 
Manager moved the show there from 
the Empire to extend the engage- 
ment, but the booking contract calls 
for a stop limit of $14,000... It was 
figured the gross would drop to 
around that mark last week, but it 
topped the figure by approximately 
$3,000, and show on couldn’t leave. 

McClintic finally reached an agree- 
ment with the theatre to withdraw 
the Jan. 30, meaning one more extra 
week, regardiess of what the busi- 
ness is. Gielgud is definitely com- 
mitted to sail for London, Feb. 20, 
but there are several out of town 
dates booked before then. 


‘Walls’ to Follow ‘Happen’ 


In Chicago on Jan. 23 
Chicago, Jan. 12, 

When ‘KH Can’t Happen Here’ 
closes on Jan. 23 the Blackstone 
theatre unit of the Federal Theatre 
Project will follow it Jan. 28 with 
‘Within These Walls, a play which 
ig announced as ‘not for the com- 
mercial theatre.’ 

‘Within These Walls’ is scheduled 
for a two week run, with Martin 
Flavin’s new play ‘Around the Cor- 
ner’ to open the middle of February. 
Tentatively cast are Vic Sutherland, 
Ted Johnstone and Glenn Beveridge, 
all from ‘Cant Happen Here.’ 


' 

















Kirkwood Producing 


Chicago, Jan. 12, 

‘Mulatto’ is scheduled to fold at 
the Studebaker this Saturday (16), 
Martin Jones calling off any plans 
for additional road touring. 

James Kirkwood, starred in the 
pieee, is understood planning to pro- 
duce and play in a show on his own. 








Equity Rules That Shows Cannot 
Cut Salaries Before Fourth Week 


Equity has adopted a new regula- 
tion covering the cutting of salaries. 
Hereafter, if there is any slicing per- 
it cannot be done until the 
Cuts Board, which passes on ail 
will not 
be permitted to act until the third 
week of any engagement. If cuts are 
then found by the board to be neces- 


,Sary, they cannot apply sooner than 
the following week. 

It appears that some of the smaller 
\legits opening to doubtful chances 
|have sought reductions in payrolls. 
Some managers are reported having 
sought cuts as early as the first 
week, For that reason Equity de- 
| cided to call a halt and m de the | 
decision. 








Lack of Suitable Plays Causes 
Group Theatre to Fold ‘Til June; 
Odets Script Needs Refurbishing 


Group Theatre has disbanded for 
the because of a lack of 
scripts, and will reassemble on June 
15, according to present plans. In 
the meantime, office will be con- 
tinued in New York and an extra 
play reader put to work. Acting and 
directorial members, of the troupe 
have been told they are free to do 
anything they wish in the interim, 
but the bugle will sound for 
sembly mid-June, to begin re- 
hearsals for next season. 

It’s the first time since it was or- 


ganized, six years ago, as. an off- 
shoot of the Theatre Guild, that the 
Group Theatre has had to call a 
halt. New play by Clifford Odets, 
‘The Silent Partner,’ had been put 
into rehearsal, but was found to be 
in need of considerable rewriting. 
Meantime Odets rushed to Hollywood 
to marry Luise Rainer and couldn’t 
do the rewriting pronto. And Group 
had no other scripts. So rehearsals 
were called off and a halt ordered. 
It is thus, paradoxically, the same 
Clifford Odets, the Group’s white- 
haired boy whose play, ‘Awake and 
Sing,’ brought the Group its first 
distinct hit on its own (‘Men in 
White’ was done in association with 
Harmon & Ullman), who is now re- 
sponsible for the temporary breakup. 


Players’ Pix Offers 


What will become of the troupe in 
the interim till June is liable to be 
interesting. Four of the actors in 
the troupe, Morris Carnovsky, Jules 
Garfield, Ilia Kazan and Luther Ad- 
ler, have been made picture offers, 
but none of the quartet has been 
willing to go on anything excepting 
one-picture deals. Four past mem- 
bers of the troupe have gone to Hol- 
lywood, after clicking in plays for 
and with the Group. Of that quartet 
Franchot Tone is the only one to star 
in films. Walter Coy, Alan Baxter 
and J. Edward Bromberg are stock 
contractees and the acting troupe 
left in New York is a bit frightened 
of Hollywood, from a term-paper 
standpoint. 

Garfield, besides a 20th-Fox offer, 
has been propositioned for the new 
Arthur Kober (Mare Connelly) play, 
‘Having a Wonderful Time,’ but is 
holding out on that, too, because 
Producer Connelly insists on run-of- 
the-play ararngements and Garfield 
wants to be free to drop out when 
the Group Theatre is ready again to 
reassemble, 

Group is operated on a co-op basis, 
every member of the organization 
being paid every week whether ap- 
pearing in a play or not, if the Group 
has a play on the boards. It’s the 
only organization of the kind to 
have lingered as long as it has, ale 
though several tough summers were 
bridged over by the company signing 
up en masse to entertain at country 
clubs for the season. 


season, 


reas- 
in 





Treasurers’ Treasurer 





Harry Nelmes, who was president 
of the Treasurers’ Club for 17 years, 
has been appointed treasurer of the 
organization, succeeding the late Sol 
De Vries. 

George Brisell of the board, was 
suspended, but there is some dispute 





as to whether the old officials had 
that right or the newly elected 
group. 





‘Hannibal’ Returns in Frisco 





| 





San Francisco, Jan. 12. 
Premiere of ‘The Return of Han- 
nibal,’ by Amory Hare, is set for the 
Geary Theatre here on Feb. 1. 
Jerome Lawlor will be starred in 
the production, which follows a 


three weeks’ run of Lloyd Chase’s 
‘Cocktail Bar,’ an operetta which de- 
buted at the Geary 
' hight (11). 


Theatre last 
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16 of 24 Equityites Restored to WPA 
Roles in N. Y.; Others Qut for Cause 


It was stated by Equity early this 
week that 16 of its 24 members who 
had received pink slips indicative of 
dismissal from the Works Progress 
Administration’s theatre project 
have been reinstated. Why the other 
eight were not back on the payroll 
was explained in detail. 

Three refused to be interrogated by 
the Emergency Relief Bureau, so 
that they might obtain certificates 
of need which is required of those 
not previously registered as having 
been on home relief. Two others 
were rejected- by ERB, which dis- 
covered they had incomes from out- 
side sources, while another did not 
satisfy the investigator that he was 
in need. Two others were not re- 
instated for cause, one having taken 
a production job, while the other, 
who was in a regular show, over- 
stayed his leave of absence without 
applying for an extension. 

Proposal to name a committee 
made up of representatives from the 
various theatrical relief arms—Ac- 
tors’ Fund, Stage Relief, the guilds, 
etc—to pass on the need of those 
whose status is in question, rather 
than the ERB, came to naught. A 
delegation visited Col. Brenon Som- 
ervell, WPA head in New York, who 
explained the suggestion could not 
be entertained because the rules spe- 
cifically named the ERB to function 
in all such cases. 

Col. Somervell said that doctors, 
engineers and other professional men 
in the various white collar relief 
projects had come forward with 
similar ideas, which were also re- 
jected. He added that reports of 
various professional organizaticns 
having acted instead of ERB were 
untrue. 

At Equity’s meeting last Friday 
(8), there were 150 present, with the 
session again almost entirely devoted 
to WPA. Some agreed to join a 
procession Saturday (9), which 
started at Union Square and marched 
to Madison Square Garden for a 
protest meeting. There the speakers 
demanded all manner of WPA con- 
cessions 

Announced by the WPA theatre 
project in N. Y. there are 23 plays in 
rehearsal, but also that there are 
very few with definite opening dates. 


WPA Reviews 
CELLINI 


Bridgeport, Jan. 5. 

Costume drama in three acts (14 scenes) 
by Joseph Lee Walsh, presented by Bridge- 
port Civic Theatre (WPA at the Park 
theatre, Bridpegort, Conn., Jan. 5, ‘37; 
staged by Charles Atkin; co-director, Wal- 
ter B. Klavun; settings, Phillips Lowther; 
costumes, Herbert Callister; 55c top. 
Cast: Walter B, Klavun, Ellen Love, 
Charles Atkin, George Petrie, Mara Ster- 
ling, Maxine Arnold, Dorothy Weller, Vin- 
cent Rourke, Edward Worthington, Roger 
Fox, Sydney Campbell, Charles Furcolowe, 
Fiera MacDonald, Stephen Crane, Lewis 
Loomis, Peter Cusanelli, Doris Margaret, 
Roger Fox, Grace Breen, Thom Conroy, 
Edgar J. Camp, Charles Cutler, John Pizzi, 
Sidney Fisher, 








Much-postponed chronicle play in 
verse by Joseph Lee Walsh, New 
Haven school teacher, ‘Cellini’ clear- 
ly tops all past work of the Bridge- 
port federal troupe, now in its second 
year. 

Although commercial possibilities 
aren't apparent, except for remote 
chance of use by some costume spe- 
cialist, drama shows skillful treat- 
ment in every department and serves 
to prove what can be done by WPA 
players. 

Walsh's portrait of Benvenuto Cel- 
lini differs from past conceptions of 
the Italian Renaissance artisan. 
Here the w. k. passion flares only 
occasionally and the equally familiar 
libido is modified to an unswerving 
love for Margherita, wife of the 
genius’ foe, Pier Lorenzo. Play picks 
up Cellini an already established 
master at the age of 37 and follows 
him until 1564, eights years before 
his death. ; 

Blank verse holds constantly to a 
high level which, time after time, 
fortifies scenes hungry for dramatic 
action. This is especially true when 

alsh is establishing his characiers 

the first act. There are occasinna 
Passages in the latter half ih 
achieve beauty on a par with the 
test writing in the verse form 

‘Cellini’ lazes in the introducto: 

s@quences, describing the artist s lo 
for Margherita, niece of Pope Ps 
Ill, who has been wedded oi! t 
moneyed Lorenzo. Latter event: 
traps Cellini and imprisons hi» 
a dungeon, where the metaiom 
fights off madness. Margherita, « 
first refused intervention by tne 
Pope, kills Lorenzo and obtains |e 
lover’s freedom in return for he: 
romise to become a nun. 
2 Third act is concerned chiefly with 
the realization of the artist's master- 











piece, a bronze statue of Perseus 
slaying the Gorgon Medusa. Tech-| 
nique of the metal-pouring is re-| 


markably well presented, even dis- 
counting a helpful program note. 


Brief final scene tells of the public | 
senile gray- | 


acclaim of Cellini, a 
beard who has at last achieved his 
ambition to be second only to 
Michael Angelo. 

Walter B. Klavun is essentially a 
more dynamic actor than must have 
been figured for the title assignment: 
he is best in the later scenes, when 
the pitch raises. Ellen Love's 
gherita is easy on the eyes and ears 
and does much to strengthen 
earlier chapters. George Petrie as 
Felice, Cellini’s friend, 
Sterling as Porzia, paired with Felice, 


do well, and there is adequate men- | 


ace from Charles Atkin as Pier Lo- 
renzo. An unusual role is that of 
Pope Paul and, considering the re- 
cent Vatican situation, the character 
is too much to expect from either 
Edward Worthington, who plays the 


Holy Father, or the costumers. 
Two-level set is advantageously 
used with side drops and shrewd 
light effects. Production is polished 
throughout. Elem. 


DOCTOR FAUSTUS 





Tragedy in one act by Chr istopher Mar- 
lowe. Praduced by Orson Welles for Fed- 
eral Theaire Project WPA Music, Paul | 
Bowles; lichiting. Feder: production and 
costames, Kirk Glover At Maxine Elliott's 
N. Y¥.. Jan. & ‘37. Sac. top 
OPE EE Verret Tee Charles Peyton 
Cardinal of Lorrain....... .--Jd. Headley 
Faustus... eeeereseessccess..- Orson Welles 
Valdes. pose eease os 6 teestens Bernard Savage 
( ornelius. tet te weeseeeeeses- Miron Paulson | 
Wagner Deeee ees 6.6bbs 606606 Arthur Spence: 
lig gk OS ae William Hitech 
POC HOMOIEP: 6. ok csccecce Joseph Wooll 
MEU TOOUERD Ss 25s <dn 6006 9% dx Huntly Weston 
Clown Sy Teena Th. ORR ET ee Harry Mckee 
cog ag a EE OE UE BOS Harry Sherman | 
Ralph se B66 0'0-s' 0nd 6086460666 de Wallace Acton | 
Vintner... ........ceccee0e-George Smithfield | 
Old Man ery ..George Duthie | 
First Friar...., ++». Edward Hemmer 
Mephistophilis..... eevee e Jack Carter | 
Good BWR ss cotcd eesss-Natalie Harris | 
Evil Angel...........es0<+.- Blanch: Collins 
Heien of Trey..sic«<cccss: Paula Laurence 
Aue ious bes beget cacetas Elizabeth Malone 

OVETOUSIICSS.....cccccesoessses ...Jane Hale 
Wrath. .......s000s -..-Helena Rapport 
oo, Fe ee ee Cora Burlay 
Gluttony cCO OC ocereeregonssesesce Della Ford 
SBA AAR ingen Nina Salama 
i's’ na vada dews cat deaeeki Lee Molnar 
NGA Ss bn60bsen ee des sseaulel Archi Savage 
RNIN Doh thie Aika’ divas aoa acd Clarence Yates | 
Friars—Richie White, Jack Mealy, Warren 

God tard. Robert Hopkins Bernard 
Lewis, Peter Barbier. Henry Russelle, 
David Riges, Henry Howard, Touis 
Pennywell, Harry Singer, Solomon Gold- 


stein, 


Walter Palm, Pell 
Kelly, 


‘ Dentler, 
Charles Uday. 


Frank 





Highly interesting contribution to 
the legit season is this Federal The- 
atre presentation of ‘The Tragical 
History of Doctor Faustus.’ 

Story of the magician who sold his 
soul to Lucifer in exchange for the 
fleshy Joys of the world was related 
in various forms even before Chris- 
topher Marlowe, who wrote for the 
English stage a generation before 
Shakespeare, adapted the legend. 
Its earliest presentation is recorded 
in 1589. Its popularity was instant 
and sundry versions of the Marlowe 
original were acted by strolling 
players on the continent. Its basic 
theme was later the inspiration for 
Goethe's ‘Faust,’ opera. 

As prepared for production by 
Orson Welles, who gives a notable 
performance in the title role, ‘Dr. 
Faustus’ plays continuously as a one- 
acter for 85 minutes. Staging is on 
a full platform behind the pros- 
cenium and on an apron which ex- 
tends some 20 feet into the orchestra 
section. Scenery is confined to black 
curtains and the players move about 
under effective overhead spot-light- 
ing. Entrances and exits are made 
from the wings and stairs leading to 
the orchestra pit. An unseen or- 
chestra plays a weird discordant 
score prepared by af Bowles. 

Since the play is ut a master 
of black art, a worker of soreery and 
legerdemain, the manner of presen- 
tation augments-and heightens its 
mood. Altogether, it’s a highly com- 
mendable offering of a wale that 
possesses real literary and theatrical 
values. Written four and a half een- 
turies ago, its message is still fresh 
and compelling. 


Of interest equal the major 
tragic theme is the MaBlow® @dRces- 
sion to his publie’$ D ona 


comedy. Characters 
their lines are ¥ 
bethan bawdry. A 
in those days. 
Engaging the eff 
actors, many of who 
stage voices giving 
Faustus inner thow 
bears every evidence 


fin a 
an 

ee Wit liza- 

ade was a spade 


some 45 
<i off- 
1 the 


east 













re- 
| hearsing and professio Andling. 
Commendation is due @ éxpert 


} 


| manner in which the lighti g and 
sound effects are manip . 
r 





Welles 


Most of the dialog Bone 
. who 


as Faustus and Jack 
tempers Mephistopholes with human 
understanding. Several passages 
between these two are outstanding. 


| Text is modernized. 


Everyone connected with the pre- 
sentation may feel gratified at the 
success of a worthy ucicen to, 

n. 


Mar- | 
the | 


and Mara} 
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Two Other Guys 





Dentist with an idea _ that 
there should be reciprocity 
among professionals wrote 
Frank Gillmore of Equity to the 
effect that, since dentists and 
doctors made concessions in 
their rates to actors, managers 
|| should make concessions on the 
price of theatre tickets. 
Equity’s prez wrote back say- 
ing that he had recently had 
some dental surgery performed 
and, from a look at the bill, 
there was no concession. Any- 
how, the teethologist wrote to 
the wrong guy, Gillmore indi- 
cated. 


PLAYS ABROAD 
JEAN 


Vienna, 

















Dec. 30. 


Comedy by Ladislaus Bus Fekete in five | 
acts, at Deutsche Volkstheatre, Vienna, 
Dec. 23, ‘36; directed by Wilhelm Chmel- 

} mitzky 
| Minister President......Albert Bassermann 
eee: WCE. be thos occtednds Elsa Bassermann 
WO 5 we odes ceattbademewsss cs Hans Jaray 
if: ENED © o's ha View Od ann eden Christ] Mardayn 
RIOOTERS 6 vdivdisgtecnsscdsaes een VV. deta 
It has been a long time since a 
Hungarian play had its’ world 


|} premiere in a_ Viennese 


ing that their comedies be first pre- 


theatre, | 
| Hungarian playwrights mostly insist- | 


Equity Clarifies Stand on WPA: 
‘All Needy Must Be Taken Care Of 


—— 





Equity decided that it should es- 
tablish a definite position in rela- 
tion to the Works Progress Admini- 
strations theatre project and last 
week agreed on a statement of policy. 
| Administration has been hard put 
iby various inquiries as to just what 
| Equity’s stand was on the relief 
|show situation. Both at ‘discussien’ 
land the recent quarterly meetings, 
there were many points raised which 
could not be readily explained. 

Because of the groups in WPA 
| which have fomented agitation, it 
| was found almost impossible to fol- 
| low the ideas propelled. Equity ap- 
parently faced a problem when ac- 
tors came out flat-footedly and made 
|some embarrassing demands. 

Policy adopted closely follows the 
inew rules for the FTP which, in 
|essence, provides for the retention 
|on the payroll of those who are in 
| need, while those who are not quali- 








| fied professionals are to be trans- 
ferred. It is believed that the adop- 
tion of this policy will automatically 
reduce the volume of gab that has 
accompanied most of Equity’s meet- 
ings during the past year. 
Resolution 
Resolution reads: 
‘It seems to us that we must recog- 


sented in their home town, Buda- 
pest. 
Bus-Fekete here adds_ another | 


cesses. It is an entirely new story, 
the plot being exceedinely funny. 

Basis of story: The servant of a 
Minister becomes the chief of the 
opposition party. With magyar 
optimism, all ends well because the 
Minister has a daughter. 


Albert Bassermann and Hans Jaray | 
argue politics on the stage; on the) 


| streets it is forbidden, so why not on 
the stage? It’s the best entertain- 
ment in a long time on the famous 
| Deutsche Volkstheatre stage. 

Maass. 

| 





Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Drama, ‘Jean,’ currently in Vienna, 
has been purchased by 20th-Fox. 


It’s Hard To Be A Jew 





(IN HEBREW) 

Palestine, Dec. 28. 

| Comedy in three acts adapted from story 

by Shalom Aleichem, by I, D. Berkowitz; 

| directed by Zvi Friedland: settings, Rubin 
Presented by Habimah Players, in Tel 
Aviy, Dec. 21, °36. 
Davee BRAGS: voce dcciseckavlecs M. Gnessin | 
LMP TLL Cree rel ats Corer Th. Revina | 
BOMRUN $000 uvédsebsseewadebbes cus N. Shein | 
EPP CORE Pee Te eer H. Hendler 
SOMMBCTIOR 0c késicdsbbedievesees I Avital 
RVGRGY -545 os FacnccsaaewheshCekes esd 4. Meskin | 
Gringherg 4c ocesivndcrveseces. R. Kiatchkin 
PROGMAD :.o ice sn capaeths os bevecs od A. Kutai | 
PPREWHERE oc ctsé<aas TET TTT Tere ree H. Amitai 
Ss ee Oe ee ree Ce sadbivdss M. Benyamini 
Chief of Police........ Canseeceacad A. Kutai 
EURO Sci070n.ndtiadbabeadast Il. Rubinstein 





Once more the wealth of dramatic 
material contained in Shalom 
Aleichem’s thousand odd stories of 
Jewish iife in Tsarist Russia be- 
comes evident. Had it not been for 
the Jew’s immemorial estrangement 


wright, and I. D. Berkowitz earns a 
new title to the gratitude of the 
Jewish people every time he adapts 
| for the Hebrew stage one of these 





lar; the tightening of effects, 
speeding up of action, 
rhythm of the performance, the alert 
Hebrew speech, all bear the work 
o = outstanding talent as a drama- 
ist. 

Importance of this Habimah pro- 


the 


ish life in pre-war Russia, 
tween the Jews 
those of the Diaspora, can’t be over- 
emphasized. Spirited glimpse of that 
‘other life’ fills a gap in the educa- 
tion of the younger generation in 
Palestine: it would do more perhaps 
for the younger Jewish generation 
abroad, and particularly in America, 
where such a reminder is apropos. 
Story is laid in a province of 
Tsarist Russia. Young goy (Gentile), 
touched in an hour of revelry by 
the lamentations of his Jewish school 


cation papers and set out to enter 
into the University of a distant town. 
Unsophisticated, hap p y-go-lucky 
Ivanov, portrayed with his customary 
intelligence by A. Meskin, soon finds 
out, at his own expense. how hard it 
is to be a Jew. Idea finds an im- 
mediate response at this time in 
world affairs, when it is hard to be 
a Jew almost everywhere in the 
world. But, hard as it is for a Jew 
to be a Jew, it is even more difficult 


in the maze of disabilities and 
restrictions that beset young Jews, 
and his uncompromising, stubborn 
attitude lands him in more trouble 
than would have been the rule were 
he really Jewish. 

Youth altogether predominates tn 
this play. Schoolgirls, quaintly uni- 





comedy to his long list of world suc- ! 


from the theatre, Aleichem would 
probably have become one of the, 
most prolific writers of genre) 
comedies. But he was not a play- 


tales written in the Jewish vernacu- | 


the vital | 


duction, dealing as it does with Jew- | 
as a/| 
means of keeping alive the bond be- | 
in Palestine and | 


chum, insists upon taking his place | 
for a year. They exchange indentifi- | 


for a non-Jew. He becomes entangled | 


formed after the Russian way, stu- 
dents of every description—the 
| lucky one who was admitted into 
the University—the apostate Jew, 
the hapless, lisping Lithuanian Jew, 
the carefree Gentile boys—and the 
| schoolboy Siomka present a striking 
of types interpreted with 
understanding and much 

Breaking through 


| gallery 
intimate 
| liveliness. 


| dread of anti-Semitic ~ measures, | 
| blood libels and pogroms, the ir- 


responsible fun of youth asserts it- 
| self in the dancing and cheering to 
| the tunes of gay waltzes and polkas. 
Audience here responded with 
enthusiasm equaHed only by that 
| given to the Habimah production of 
‘Merchant of Venice’ last spring. 
Zvi Friedland, the director, is one 


| of the pioneers of the Hebrew thea- | 


tre. 

|} an actor 
| director in 1931, when he produced 
lhis first play, Shaw’s ‘Devil's 
| Disciple. When the troupe moved 
from Moscow to Palestine in 1931, 
Friedland directed its first local 
| effort, ‘Devil’s Disciple.’ Set. 


HEART’S CONTENT 





London, Dec. 24. 

Comedy in three acts by W. Chetham 
| Strode. presented by H, M. Tennent, Ltd., 
| at Shaftesbury theatre, London, Dec, 23, 
"38. Produced by taymond Massey. 
D Sieg WME. ccs oe scccdbcand Arthur Macrae 
| TAae  CRROG. i. ct scone ckovacenes Rileen Peel 
Water Peeee . 5 on0c00esesee Anihony Bushell 
Lorna Heseltine......-eee.- Kathryn Hamill 
Ann Fenwick........ eeeese-Diana Wynyard 
Miles Channing...cccccecses: Cyril Raymond 
| Head Waiter.....seeeeeeeeeee Peter Madren 
Bee: PMNs oa cc cd avec ebee ds Mary Jerrold 
| Sin Henry Fenwick, K.C....0. B. Clarence 
| Cart Von Roden. ........004e05: louis Rorell 
b MANA. ce ccccsseencciscyocccccocs Irene Relph 





An intelligent playwrighting effort. 
Due to Diana Wynyard’s popularity 
and the charming personality of 
Louis Borell, plus an exceptionally 
effective series of wisecracks, piece 
will probably enjoy limited populari- 
ty with the youthful smart set, but is 
unlikely to survive for any extended 
period. 

Intelligent girl of good family and 
possessed of normal good sense is 
being courted by a young lawyer in 
her father’s office. Young people 
have known each other all their 
lives. Both belong to a smart set of 
young folks and patronize a select 
West End: restaurant. 

On the night of her birthday her 
suitor gives a party at this restaurant 
and, after returning home with some 
of the friends, a Mr. von Roden 
phones to say he picked up her 
| cigarette case after she left and of- 

fers to call and return it. He tells 
the girl he is the waiter who served 
| them. Without bombast and a con- 
| vincing sincerity, he explains he is 
| studying international affairs and 
| awaiting the time to return to his 
native Austria and take part in a 
revolutionary movement. 

| Three weeks later the girl and the 
waiter are violently in love, to the 


| dismay of her parents and her old | 


| suitor. On the night he is invited to 
| dinner, after having informed her 
| parents she intends to marry him, 
| the waiter receives news that the 

leader of his party has died and he 
| must return immediately. Girl fol- 
| lows him to his bedroom, where he is 
| packing and implores him to take 
| her along. He resolutely refuses. 


Television reveals the ex-waiter re- 
turning to England as Austria’s state 
secretary for foreign affairs. Girl 
phones him, asking him to call. The 
now distinguished diplomat comes, 
the husband leaves them alone, and 
they have a charming little tete-a- 





the | 


He joined Habimah in 1920 as | 
and assumed his duties as | 


_Last act is five years later and the | 
girl married to her former admirer. | 


nize that the Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect of the WPA is for the relief of 
the needy. The legislators in Wash. 
ington would never otherwise have 
authorized such huge appropriations, 
If we agree on that point, then we 
must go further and admit that 
those who no longer need relief, 
or who never needed relief, can be 
removed from the lists in order to 
make room for those who do. Any 
other policy seems to us untenable 
and will only obstruct or destroy 
the main object we have in mind, 
which is the continuance of the Fed. 
eral Theatre Project. If the govern- 
ment rises in its wrath against 
strikes, etc. it will decentralize the 
project and turn the whole matter 
over to the individual states and 
we all know what they will do with 
it. 

‘Everyone now 
Theatre Project 
should be taken 
two categories. 

‘First, if a professional 
person is qualified for the 
he should remain on it. 


on the Federal 
who is in need 
care of in one of 


theatre 
project 


‘Second, if not a qualified profes- 
sional person he should be trans- 
ferred to some other project.’ 





tete, in which she tells him she is 
happily married, and he admits that 
his real love is for his country, al- 
though he will always remember 
her. 

| Not a very convincing plot, but it 





| is interspersed with scintillating 
| dialog. ’ ; 
| Diana Wynyard as the girl im- 


presses as a studiously rehearsed bit 
of mechanism—never actually alive. 
In confrast, Louis Borell as_ the 
| aaabbee imparts sincerity to an im- 
| plausible role. If he proves as 
| presonable in pictures as his stage, 


} 
| 


| presence indicates, his imminent Hol- 
lywood engagement indicates star- 
| dom. Jolo. 
i ey 
| 
| KA 
| BALALAI 
London, Dec. 23. 
| 
} Musical play in three acts Weatures 
Muriel Angelus, Clifford Mollison, Roget 
Treville, Betty Warren, Eric Marshall, 
Dorothy Seacombe, Arthur Hardy, Jerrold 
Robertshaw. Book, Fric Maschwitz; music, 
George Posftrd, Bernard Grun; dances and 
ballet, Joan Davis, Produced by Leontine 
Sagan; presented by Eric Maschwits at 


Adelphi theatre, London, Dec, 22, "36 





This is an expensive and generally 
meritorious venture, It is a toss-up 
which way it will go commercially, 
however. 

Musical melodrama might best be 
classified as suitable for the Drury 
Lane. It has an underlying serious 
plot, revolving scenery, artistic and 
colorful costuming, gorgeous ballets 
and male choruses. Story, while not 
like ‘Bitter Sweet,’ is nevertheless in 
the same classification. 


Amount of success it may achieve 
at the Adelphi (which, by the way 
was for a long time the home of full- 
blooded melodrama) will depend on 
whether the normal patrons of the 
Drury Lane are willing to partake 
of their theatrical fare in the Strand, 
instead of the adjacent Covent Gar- 
den. 

Tale depicts the splendiferous life 
of cossack officers of the Tsar, show- 
ing them chasing members of the Im- 
perial Ballet and leading an other- 
wise gay and festive existence. After 
the war they are reduced to running 
a Russian cabaret in Paris, with the 
hero working as a singer and per- 
forming gigolo chores, in contrast 
to the revolutionary girl’s father, 
who is now the Soviet ambassador 
to the French capital. 

Hero’s life is more heavily con- 
trasted before and after the war 
from the fact that he was originally 
a happy-go-lucky count, with appar- 
ently nothing to do but = chase 
dancers. One of them slaps his face, 
whereupon he falls genuinely in love 
with her and, despite the objections 
of his princely father, insists he will 
marry her. 

Overthrow of the dynasty changes 
all this, and finish has the exiled 
Russians at the Balalaika Cafe in 
Paris celebrating New Year's Eve. 
Everybody is making whoopee ex- 
cept the hero, who has a long face 
| and is about to depart, when the girl 
| he loves enters for the clinch. 

There is a lot more plot, but its 
progression is constantly impeded 
| by musical interruptions, which pre- 
| sents the problem of whether i! 
| wouldn’t have been better to have 
made a straight drama of it all, 
rather than a musical. 

There is no department of the pro- 
duction that does not possess meri! 
with the possible exception of the 
comedy, Lyrics are bright and melo- 
dies are tuneful, although along 
routine lines. Theme song gives ev'- 
dence of being a hit. 

There is a cast of nearly 100. 





Jolo. 
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Follies at $25,000, 


First Lady, 


$15,500, Both Okey-Doke, Chicago 





+ 
?- 





Chicago, Jan. 12. 

Natural reaction from New Year's 
holidays set in last week and grosses 
slipped down somewhat, though 
none, with the exception of ‘Mu- 
latto’ at the Studebaker, had any 
real complaint about business. 

Newcomer was ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
at the Grand and, on notices and 
general talk, will stick here at ca- 
pacity for quite a while. Practically 
sold out completely last week to 
high profit. 

Musicals have been’ especially 
scarce around town this season, de- 
spite the fact the public has always 
demonstrated an eagerness for ’em 
and a willingness to support ’em. 

Charlotte Greenwood and Jane 
Cow! are the first ladies of the town 
yet, with both ‘Leaning on Letty’ 
and ‘First Lady’ garnering consider- 
able shekels. Get some competition 
this week with the entry last night 
(Monday) of Katharine Hepburn in 
‘Jane Eyre’ at the Erlanger for a 
three-session stay. 


Estimates fer Last Week 


‘First Lady,’ Harris (1,000; $2.75) 
(3d week). Socked through to prac- 
tically capacity business at $15,500. 

‘Ghosts,’ Erlanger (1,300: $2.20). 
Two-week Nazimova Ibsen reper- 
tory finished to $11,000, okay. 

‘Jane Eyre,’ Erlanger (1,300; $3.30) 
(ist week). Theatre Guild-Ameri- 
can Theatre Society play in last 
night (Monday) on pre-New York 
three-weeker. 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000: 
$2.75) (8th week). Off some after 
previous week’s sensational take, but 
still a big money-maker at $11,000. 

‘Mulatto,’ Studebaker (1,600; $2.20) 
(3d, final week). Slated to fold 
Saturday (16), with James Kirkwood 
reported putting out his own new 
show. Off sharply last week to 
around $7,000. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,” Grand. (1,300: 
$3.85) (2d week). Musical revue is 
a smash here, with near sell-out 
every performance. Many conven- 
tions in town adding to demand for 
seats. Approximately $25,000. 

WPA 

‘Can’t Happen Here,’ Blackstone. 
Goes out shortly, to be replaced by 
‘Within These Walls.’ 

‘O Say Cam You Sing?’ Great 
Northern. Mediocre attendance de- 
spite good word-of-mouth. 


HOWARD SOCK 
$18,000, DETROT 


Detroit, Jan. 12. 


Season thus far has been consider- 
ably better than a year ago, with 
—- generally up about 10% and 

number ef plays so far standing 
at 10, compared with eight for a 
similar period last year. Prospects 
for a season second -only to °29 are 
exceedingly bright, with more plays 
in the offing than a year ago, which 
was the best since the crash. 

Leslie Howard’s ‘Hamlet’ didn’t 
bring down the upward trend in 
grosses last week, taking away 
around $18,000 for eight perform- 
ances at the Cass. Take is all the 
more surprising in view of the pro- 
tracted labor difficulties in most of 
Detroit’s auto plants. 

Although the striking factory 
workers aren't legit customers here, 
the uneasiness created by the situa- 
tion throughout the town isn’t con- 
ducive to smiles at the b. o. 

rent is Nazimova in ‘Hedda 
Gabler’ and ‘Ghosts,’ at $2.20 top. 
Estimate for Last Week 


“Hamlet (Cass: 1,400; $2.75 top). 
Plenty of ballyhoo on Leslie How- 
ard, who left with a fine $18,000 on 
eight performances, despite general 
doldrums caused by the auto strikes. 


‘DOGIE’ $2,000, BALTO 


Frank Parker’s Legit 
Way Off at B. 














Appearance 
oO. 


ae Baltimore. Jan. 12. 

Git Along, Little Dogie’ dogged it 
at the Maryland last week. coming 
1 with no more than $2,000 at $1.65 
top. Comedy’s label has been altered 
to ‘Howdy, Stranger,’ for its Broad- 
bow Thursday (14) at the Long- 
_ This week the UBO stand, Ford's, 
is doing big biz with ‘Children’s 
our,” long-run hit which folds after 
iis €ngagement. Piece opened last 
‘Monday ) night to better than $6.- 
000 advance. Next week Maxwell 
Anderson’s new one, ‘Masque of 
!ngs, will try out at Ford’s, open- 
ing Wed. (20), for a stand of six 
Performances. 

iu Estimate for Last Week 

Git Along, Little Dogie,’ Marv- 
“ng (1,700; $1.65). Opened dis- 
mally, and notices weren't conducive 
te biz; ne more than wan $2.00, 





‘Boy-Girl’ $10,000, New’k 


Newark, Jan. 12. 

Newark responded splendidly to 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ at the Shubert 
theatre, and the b. o. resounded to 
a healthy $10,000, one of the best 
weeks of the season. Good cast and 
good reviews were responsible. 

Current attraction is ‘End of Sum- 
mer’ with Ina Claire and Osgood 
Perkins, and looks like another big 
week. 

Estimate for Last Week 
‘Boy Meets Gir? Shubert 
50-1.50). Theatregoers sensed thei 
money’s worth here and a 
$10,000 at the b. o. was the result. 


DOYLY CARTES 





(1,970: 





Philadelphia, Jan. 12. 

It was expected that legit biz 
would slide off last week after the 
holiday rush, but the drop was con- 
siderably heavier than anticipated. 

Somewhat disappointing was the 
trade for the D’Oyly Carte Co. at the 
Forrest, although $20,000 is far from 
bad. Company is playing at $3 top 
this time, as against a $2.50 scale 
two years ago. This scale would 
permit a week’s gross of better than 
$32,000. Second week should hit 
several grand higher than the first. 

‘Dead End’ slid off in its second 
week at the Erlanger, but the man- 
agement was satisfied with close to 
$10,000. This is the last week for 
the show, with the house going dark 
for several weeks again. 

Ina Claire’s ‘End of Summer’ 
dropped to $15,000 in its second week 
at the Chestnut and the idea of hold- 
ing over for a third week was aban- 
doned. Accordingly the Chestnut is 
dark this week. 

Nothing new in town this week. 
with activity starting again next 
Monday, when George M. Cohan’s 
‘Fulton of Oak Falls’ relights the 
Chestnut, and ‘Frederika,’ new Lehar 
operetta, comes to the Forrest. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘End ef Summer’ (Chestnut, 2d 
week). Slipped to $15,000, of which 
a good percentage was subscription. 
However, two weeks’ run was okay. 
House dark this week. 

D’Oyly Carte Co. (Forrest, Ist 
week). Somewhat disappointing, al- 
though $20,000 is plenty okay. Should 
jump $3,000 or so this week. 

‘Dead End’ (Erlanger, 2d week). 
Slipped to under $10,000, but that 
was Okay after $14,000 on first week. 

‘Tt Can’t Ha m Here’ (Locust, 
Ist week). WPA unit from N. J. 
holding over but not doing very 
much. Quits Saturday, with ‘To- 
bacce Road’ following. 


‘TWO CARROLLS’ POOR 
$2,900 AND OUT, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 

New low for the legit season ar- 
rived last week when ‘Two Mrs. 
Carrolls’ wound up at the Nixon 
with under $2,500. English import 
never stood a chance after word got 
around. Folded here and will stay 
away from Broadway. 

House was well papered for the 
opening, but reviews killed whet- 
ever chance the play had. This is 
one town where they won't go for 
an unknown quantity, particularly 
when there’s no star name to safe- 
guard the ticket investment. 

That's been the only lapse in a 
season which promises to be Nixon’s 
best in years. First time since 1929 
that the house has been without a 
single dark week so far into the sea- 
son and present indications point to 
solid bookings right through. ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ is current, with Leslie 
Howard’s ‘Hamlet.” ‘On Your Toes’ 
and D’Oyly Carte Opera company 
following. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Twe Mrs. Carrolls’ (Nixon: 2.100: 
$2.85). Amazement expressed at the 
long run this one had in London and 








majority of reviewers thumbed it| 


Didn't top $2,500, new low |ty Sarah Sandberg, announced for | 


down. 
here this season. 


Plays in Rehearsal 


‘King Riehard I¥—Eddie Dowling | 
iand Robinson Smith. 


‘And New Geodbye’ 

‘Call Me Ziggy’—Michael Todd. 

‘Masque of Kings’—Theatre Guild. 

‘Hey. Diddle, Diddle’—Anne Nich- 
ols and Morris Green. 

‘Rising Tide’—Aldrich and Myer: 

‘Lady Chatterly’s Lever’ — Jack 
Linder, 


good | 


| 
| 


| 
} 





First Four-Starrer 





For the first time this season 
the N. Y. News slipped a legit 
show four stars. That rating 
was spotted by Burns Mantle 
over the review of ‘The Eternal 
Road,’ Manhattan Opera House. 





Dailies, with but one excep- 
tion, accorded the religious spec 
rave notices, 


HEPBURN SOCK 











| New Year’s peaks on Broadway last 
| week, the drop in attendance being 


especially marked first four days and, 





$72,000, BOSTON! 


} some declines of as high as $7,000 
}under’ the 
| straight 





Boston, Jan. 12. 





' 


| Katharine Hepburn’s ‘Jane Eyre’ | 
| socked last week in its final frame;; there being eight shows which either 
Even | withdrew last Saturday or will exit 
allowing for about 10,000 Guild sub- | 


easily leading the legit roster. 


scribers here, Miss Hepburn’s new 
piece landed in the hit class as far 
as Boston is concerned. 


George M. Cohan was given a 


| good welcome at the Plymouth b. o. 


$20,000, PHILLY 


in his return with ‘Fulton of Oak 
Falls,’ new cozy family play ideally 
suited to him. ‘Frederika,” new 
Lehar operetta with Dennis King, 
Helen Gleason and Ernest Truex, 
departed Saturday night 
two okay weeks here. 

‘Blossom ‘Time’ finished a_ four- 
week run at the Opera House Sat- 
urday (9), with a mediocre take at 
$1.65 top. 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ opened at 
the Colonial, and Tallulah Bankhead 
in ‘Reflected Glory’ at the Shubert, 
both Monday night (11). Philip 
Merivale and Marguerite Churchill 
come to the Shubert Jan. 18 in ‘And 
Now Goodbye,’ new play adapted 
from a James Hilton novel. 

Estimates fer Last Week 


‘Jane Eyre’ (Colonial; $2.75, 2d 
week). Built in final week to dandy 
$22,000. Many solid houses during 


the week, and apparently could have 
lasted at least two more. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls’ (Plymouth; 
$2.75, Ist week). Big opening week 
labeled this new one a natural for 
George M. Cohan; $10,000; one more 
stanza. 

‘Blossom Time’ (Opera House; 
$1.65, 4th week). Closed last week- 
end after tame $7,000 on last frame. 


‘TOMORROW’ AT $8,000, 








Los Angeles, Jan. 12. 


morrow We Live,’ at the El-Capitan, 
has settled down to what looks like 
@ prosperous run. Newcomer Sun- 
day night (10) was ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ 
debuting at the Biltmore for a three- 
week stay. 

Federals brought two new produc- 
tions to town last week and are add- 
ing three for the current stanza. 


Estimates fer Last Week 


‘Tomorrew We Live,’ FE! Capitan, 
Hollywood, (3rd wk) (C-1,571; $1.65). 
Hit substantial $8,000, which should 
hold this comedy for three or four 
more stanzas. 


WPA 


‘Green Grow the Lilacs,’ Mayan. 
Debutted Thursday (7) and sticks for 
three weeks. 

‘Revue 3 Reviews,” Hollywood 
Playhouse. First variety show staged 
in several months, with trade oke. 

‘Help Yourself,’ Musart. Comes in 
Thursday (14) for the customary two 
weeks. 

‘Ladies of the Jury,’ Mason. An- 
other fortnight at 30c. top; expected 
to draw. 

‘Trois Bens Ami,” Beaux Arts. 
‘Three Good Friends,” done in French, 
in Thursday (14) for a four-day try- 
out, 





Future Plays 


‘Thirsty Seil,’) by Raymond Bond, 
announced for production shortly by 
Leila Bliss and Harry Hayden. Pair 
tried it last season in Hollywood. 





Vollmer, being readied by Rowland 
Stebbins. 
‘AH About Love,’ comedy by Mark 





will also direct. 
‘In God We Trust,’ comedy-drama 


rehearsal this week by Richard Ald- 
rich and Riehard Myers. 





Trudi Schoop Improves 


j Baltimore, Jan. 12. 


John Golden. | 


Simgie night last Sat. (9) of the 
| Trudi Schoop Comic Ballet snagged 


;an approximate $3,650 at the Lyric | 


| at $2.20 top. The 2,700-seat shop was 
| just fractionally under capacity. 
Take was abeut double what 


Schoop troupe snatched with a one- | 


niter at Lyrie last year. 


(9) after | 


OKAY FOR L. A. RUN 


Afier smash holiday trade, ‘To- 


B’way Grosses Dip Sharply; yo 


Out; Eternal Road,’ $24,000 in 4 Days 





There was a sharp decline from the 


larger than anticipated. Slump was 


while Saturday’s business for the 
leaders was normally strong, early 
this week business was again poor. 
Epidemic of influenza, pneumonia 
and grippe was blamed more than 
post-holiday reaction. 

One attraction got $20,000 less on 
the week, but was not that much } 
under the normal gross. There were 





previous normal of 
shows. Result was the 
heaviest closing list of the season, 


this week. 

‘You Can't Take It With You’ was 
not affected and has the benefit of 
playing a limited capacity theatre 
(Booth). “Tonight at 8:30, too, was 
virtually capacity all week. Some of 
the newer indicated straight suc- 
cesses showed strength, such as ‘The 
Wingless Victory,’ $16,500, and “The 





Women,’ $16,000. Last week was light 
in arrivals. ‘Othello’ drew fairly 
good notices, with a moderate $7,000 
in five performances at the 


opened Saturday (9) and won some 
excellent reviews, but chances not 
yet indicated. 

‘The Eternal Road’ finally got 
started last Thursday (7) and the 
critics went to town over the spec. 
It got $24,000 in four times. At- 
tendance early this week just fair, 
but should develop. 

The musical, ‘Show Is On,’ went 
into Broadway gross leadership with 
takings quoted around $38,000, ‘White 
Horse Inn’ siiding to $31,000, though 
having a capacity Saturday. ‘Red, 
Hot and Blue’ around $26,000 and 
okay. 

Leaving this week: ‘Johnny John- 
son, 44th Street; ‘Swing Your Lady,’ 
46th Street: ‘Aged 26,’ Lyceum. De- 
partures last Saturday: “Three Men 
on a Horse,’ Fulton; ‘Refiected Glory, 
Morosco: ‘All Editions,” Longacre: 
‘Around the Corner,’ 48th Street, and 
‘Pepper Mill,’ Chanin_ auditorium. 

No new shows are slated to arrive 
next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Aged 26,’ Lyceum (4th week) 
(D-967-$3.30). Final week; period 
play drew light money, with last 
week estimated around $3,000; will 
be succeeded by ‘Tide Rising’ Jan. 25. 

‘All Editions,’ Longacre. With- 
drawn Saturday after playing three 
weeks. 

‘Around e Cerner,’ 48th St. 
Withdrawn Saturday after two mild 
weeks. 

‘Bey Meets Girl,’ Cort (60th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30 >. opped to around 
$6,500; was slated into the spring, 
but engagement is now dependent 
on the goi the rest of this month. 

‘But for race ef God,’ Guild 
(Ist week) (D-914-$3.30). Presented 


by Theatre Sidney Har- 
mon; written by pold Atlas; 
opened Tu (12). 

’ Mansfield (ist 
week) (D-1,097- ). Presented by 


Jack Curtis; written by Samuel Ship- 
man and Beth Browm; opens tonight 


(13). 
‘Brother Rat’ iltmore (5th week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). tter call reported 


in agencies; fairly good last week, 
with takings roximately $11,500. 
‘Dead End,’ lasco (64th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Slid down with field 
last week; takings estimated around 

$8,000; indefinite. 
gacre (ist 


‘Hewdy Stranger,’ 
week) (C-1,019-$8.36). resented by 
Theodore Hammerstein and Dennis 
Du For: written by ‘Robert Sloane 
and Louis Pelletier, Jr.: opens Thurs- 
day (14); originally called “Git Along 
Little Dogie.’ : 

‘House in the Country,’ Vanderbilt 
(Ist week) (D-804-$3.30). Presented 
by Murray Queen; written by Melvin 
Levy; opened Monday (it}. 

‘Idiot’s Delight,’ Shubert (resumed 
eng.) (35th week) (C-1,387-$3.30). 
Going on tour after another two 
weeks; smash of last spring eased 
down to around $16,000 mark last 





‘Calling All Squirrels,’ by Lula | 


| drama 
Group Theatres season; around $8,000 
Reed, set for early February produc- | *V07ase not enough. 
,tion by Alfred de Liagre, Jr.. who | 


| week) (M-1,355-$4.40). 


week. 

‘Johnny Johnson,’ 44th St. (9th 
week) (M-1,323-$3.30). Final week: 
with music will terminate 


‘On Your Toes,’ Majestie (40th 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30). One more 


week and then to road: rum musical 
fared well; last week around $17,000 
estimated. 

‘Promise,’ Little (34d week) (CD- 


| 534-$3.30"% Got $4,500 in seven per- 


formances last week: one night dark 
through illness of Cedric Hardwicke: 
must improve to stick. 

‘Red Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (12th 
Dropped un- 
der normal last week, with takings 
around $26,000 mark; is profitable at 
figure and should climb back. 

‘Reflected Glory,’ Morosco. Closed 
Saturday after moderately successful 


| stay of 16 weeks. 


‘Shew Is On,’ Winter Garden (4th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Revue is of 
mash proportions: last week takin; 


lwere quoted around $38,000, 


New | 
Amsterdam: ‘High Tor’ at the Beck | 


‘Stage Deor,’ Music Box (13th 
week) (C-1,013-$3.30). One of num- 
ber of strong shows which dived last 
week; around $12,500, but finished 
strong. 

‘Swing Your Lady,’ 46th St. (13th 
week) (C-1,375-$2.75). Final week; 
comedy made fair showing, but 
never drew real coin; around $5,500 
last week. 

‘Tonight at 8:30, National (&th 
week) (C-1,132-$4.40). Exception to 
rule last week, when gross was $24,- 
500 or virtual capacity; four more 
weeks and possibly longer. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan (2d 
week) (M-2,780-$4.40). Postponed 
opening to last Thursday (7); drew 


great notices, with business fairly 
good on succeeding nights. 

‘The Wingless Victory,’ Imperial 
(4th week) (D-1,099-$3.30). Week 


following New Year’s saw excellent 
business, though not capacity; $16,- 
500. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (2d 
week) (C-1,046-$3.30). Climbing 
steadily, both in agency call and at 
box office; last week gross was close 
to $17,000; looks in the bag. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Fulton. 


| Ended run of 102 weeks Saturday. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (162d 
|} week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Press agent 
offers reservations for next New 


Year’s eve; around $5,500 last week. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (14th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Very little under 
normal week’s gross last week: tak- 
ings nearly $21,000 for comedy 
smash. 

*Victeria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (46th week) ‘(D-1,110- 
$3.30). Another profitable week, 
with gross around $16,500; will prob- 
ably go through spring. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (16th 
week) (M-3,321-$3.85). Dived early 
last week, with the gross areund 
$31,000; however, Saturday. went 
back to capacity. 

‘Yeu Can’t Take It with Yeu,’ 
Booth (5th week) (C-704-$3.30). 
Strongest call in agencies; gross at 
$14,500 is all house can get at scale. 

Revivals 

‘Hamlet, St. James (14th week) 
(D-1,520-$3.30). Went close to the 
$17,000 mark last week, surprising 
even the management; date extended 
again; goes out Jan. 30. 

‘High Tor,’ Beck (ist week) 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Opened Saturday 
(9); Maxwell Anderson play drew 
some unusual notices. 

‘Holmes of Baker St..’ Marque 
(6th week) (CD-789-3.30). Was 
slated to stop; suddenly decided to 
continue; around $3,000. 

‘Othelle,” New Amsterdam: drew 
$7,000 in first five performances. 

‘The Country Wife,’ Miller (7th 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Showing un- 
usual vitality for old-time comedy; 
last week’s gross of better than $9,000 
satisfactory. 

‘Pepper Mill,’ Chanin Auditorium; 
intimate revue folded after six per- 
formances. 


WPA 

Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott; drew about 
best notices of any WPA production; 
is an ancient period play. 

lt ‘t Happen Here,’ Adelphi 
moves to Daly’s. 

‘Bassa Meena,’ Lafayette: due off, 
with ‘Sweet Land’ followime,. 

Ibert and Sullivan; Daly's; final 


"tight? Wecksher. 
WALTZ’ $17,000, 
FINE IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Jan. 12. 

‘Great Waltz’ got the year off to a 
fair legit start at the Curran The- 
atre last week. After a two weeks’ 
stay, Straussian musical moves on to 
Sacramento. 

Spotty biz marked the second 
stanza of ‘Devil Pzsses,’ FTP offering 
at the Columbia Theatre. However, 
holidays and strike didn’t hurt as 
much as expected so the Benn Levy 
drama will be held for an additional 
week. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘Great Waltz’ (Curran) (ist week) 
(1,500; $3.00). Okay going at $17,000. 
Will stay another week. 


‘Devil Passes’ (Columbia) (2nd 


week) (1,800; 50c.). Niece biz at $3,750, 
Cold weather hurt several nights. 


‘Hour’ $15,000, D. C. 


Washington, Jan. 12. 
Hour’ wound up the 














‘Children’s 





| week with approximately $15,006 at 
; the National. Fact that most of the 
| smart folks had already caught it en 
Broadway was offset by it being an 


American Theatre Society booking 
and built up plenty im advance. 
Current is the pre-Broadway week 
of ‘Fredericka,” with the D’Oyly 
Carte set to follow, on a two-week 


land, 
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Plays On Broadway 





THE ETERNAL ROAD 


Spectacle drama in three parts, presentea 
at Manhattan Opera House, N. Y., Jan. 
7. ‘37. by Meyer W. Weisgal and Cresby 
Gaige: Max Reinhardt production; settipss, 
costumes and lighting by Norman Bel 
Geddes; Franz Werfel’s book translated by 





Ludwig Lewisohn, adapted by Williem A. 
Drake; score by Kurt Weill: lyrics by 
Charles Alan: dances, ensembles by Ben- 
jamin Zemach; $4.40 top. 
p NS! Feeecee rycen er eee Myron Taylor 
Ps OE PE eRe re Tae Sam Jaffe 
ee ee. s cnsWows se Kesu Mark Schweid 
BIO DAG kis -cocicisscoses Anthony Blair 
Estranged One ....-+ecees Harold Johnsrud 
Estranged One's Son ....... Sidney Lumet 
President of Congregation David A. Leonard 
First Pious Man ....e.e.. Robert Harrjson 
Second Pious Mam ......;- Charles Adler 
Third Pious Man .e.eeoesss Baruch Lumet 
Fourth Pious Man cececcees: Leslie Austen 
Fifth Pious Man eeee-. Bennett Csallis 
Sixth Pious Man ...... Cassius C. Quimby 
Seventh Pious Man ,...... Harry Hammill 
Fighth Pious Man .,.+....-- Hal Kingsley 
Benes Pious BAM  .cvicccass Kurt Zaznar 
RE Lc news 0406008 Roger De Koven 
Adversary’s Follower Abner Biberman 
WTC Sibadaetaeabatcen David Kurlan 
{ Al Clifford 
NOE CIN 4 040040 ce nkinebe Charles Homer 
| Gustave Stryker 
Women of Congregation: Edit Anzold, 
Elizabeth Carpenter, Alberta Chauncey, 
Mildred Dunnock, Miriam Elias. Lea 
Wardell 
Boys of Congregation: Nat L. Mintz, 
Howard Sherman, Dickie Van Patten 
WD * lnbwn sc 603404 ck ee hte Herbert Rudley 
ees: SR cavece dak ben dan Olive Deering 
BOOBS 755 64650 6és so heck Charles ‘Sale 
ABTARAM . 2 Kscrdcccssecine Thomas Chalmers 
PAGE. *s Neaons¥eoececde Bertha Kunz-Baker 
PRUUOUNOE’ . 0 04005006009008-06 fou ees Carl Formes 
OUOROR iss c chtcicece cesatee John Uppman 
BROS BONG’ o6ck 000 0s0b660ee Fdward Kane 
Voice of Cherub .....ce.e0-.- Tommy Mott 
SOON <0.05s0cetade ves Z6se< Ralph Jameson 
TREE 64 6 ametuss%as Sarah Osnath-Halevy 
WEE: Sc eeawhses 0s oh one Earl Weatherford 
Pe eT Pee Robert Warren Bentley 
eh Se OEE ESOT REP EP RET? Ste Noel Cravat 
Aree ee dbccesecece Paul Hammond 
MEE os Se heeeoe 6 seb Gees ore Joseph Macaulay 
SOMGEDRE occcccccoves «+» Starr West Jones 
PP TTTTT PTL Kurt .Kasgnar 
Naphitali ccmativecescccses Edward Fisher 
SUE © veh ve ceane Qveccecceces Leonard Mence 
8, IS oe ee Edward Vermonti 
. Trader Angels: Edward Kane, Albert 
Cazentre 
POORER: . <i ty etdetedbesee Walter Elliott 
SCOWOrt . ocr wegevecesec cere Plake Scott 
Juggler Florence Meyer 
EP ry 4 ecevers Samuel Goldenberg 
Pe 5. os 02s weed eb 08:65 «> Lotte Lenya 
TOSRIMASUE oecc'dcccoye vis Raymond Miller 
og Me Beery eee Paul Marion 
Adversary’s Follower .. Benjamin Zemach 
BOMBER SENS sie siac es eeceeus Robert Bentley 
TN #bn 0:64.64 040 4K Katherine Carrington 
— SFP TER PS Bertha Kunz-Baker 


Dancers at Wedding: Lil Liandre. Janet 
Janov, Frances Hellman, Ruth Nisenson 


SEO DOME cc cicsciscises Walter Gilbert 
Samuel ..sicooe TrTTTTiTy Bennett Challis 
Tonathan cecseccesecccccses Hal Kingsley 
BICRCMINAN so cccccecovccessece Fred TParrie 
Bath-Sheba ...... «ess Rosamond Pinchot 
RM v0.06 s4ethaessipeenan Fred Barrie 


Ghost of Ruth’... “Katherine Carrington 





It took more than a vear for ‘The 
Eternal Road’ to become a reality, 
but its premiere revealed an ac- 
complishment. Spectacle is the most 
vivid Biblical pageant ever staged 
in the U. S. and perhaps in the world. 

Bankroll troubles. of Meyer W. 
Weisgal, who headed the original 
promotion were finally solved when 
Crosby Gaige became associated 
with him. Why the total cost ran 
to about $500;000 is understandable, 
what with the changes made in the 
interior of the one-time home of 
Hammerstein grand opera. That this 


investment will be fully recaptured 


is questionable, but the persistent 
effort and huge labor, in which Max 
Reinhardt participated, finds ful- 
fillment in a showmanly result. 
Franz Werfel, who wrote the 
story, proves that the Bible holds 
more drama than any other book. 
“The Eternal Road’ is taken from the 
old testament and its story has to 
do with persecution of the Jews 
from the earliest days of monotheis- 
tic religion. But the appeal is not 
strictly secular and among the most 
enthusiastic proponents of ‘Road’ 
were Catholic clerics before and 
at the first night. » 
Elimination of the proscenium arch 
and reconstruction of the lower floor 
permits the massive base setting, 
which extends underneath what 
would be the orchestra pit level. 
Setting designed by Norman Bel 
Geddes is irregularly ramped on 
five levels and, during some inter- 
ludes, there is an effect of vastness 





which seems inspirational. Not all 
the motion is fully visible except 
from the mezzanine, however. 

Score is principally symphonic and 
is recorded on film, this being first 
show to attempt such a musical set- 
up. Score is heard through the 
R.C.A. Photophone Ultra-Violet sys- 
tem. Staging problems were topped 
by the synchronization of the score 
to the action and singing. There 
were times at the opening when the 
amplification was too loud, also 
some static, but it was surprising 
even to those of the production staff 
that the show went off as smoothly 
as it did. 

Principal fault appears to be that 
the premiere performance ran too 
long. Close to midnight when the 
lights went down and there were 
calls for Reinhardt. Some 20 minutes 
had been cut after several dress re- 
hearsals, but the German refugees 
who had a large part of the presen- 
tation were against further deletions. 


Massive plush front curtain screens 
the upper levels of the set. It is 
never fully dropped, the front sec- 
tion of the setting being the interior 
of a synagogue, which is also visible. 
There is seen the rabbi of a congre- 
gation which is about to be exiled 
from an unknown town, the Jews 
forced to take to the eternal road 
again. Wall of this temple is shunted 
into the wings when the action 
moves to the upper levels. Whole 
setting and lighting effects are com- 
parable to Hollywood results. 


Into the temple comes a man who 
had changed his name to hide the 
fact he is a Jew. He wants to re- 
turn to his people and with him is ¢ 
small son. To this lad the rabbi 
reads from the Holy Book. He tells 
of how the Jews were forced out oi 
Canaan -into Egypt and then into 
the wilderness. As these events are 
revealed to the lad, the highlights 
of the old testament are enacted, 
with frequent ensembles. both in 
dances and chorals. For the latter 
there is an orchestra but it is off- 
stage. Used also for some of the solo 
singing. 

There is bickering within the 
temple, fomented mostly by a char- 
acter billed as ‘the adversary,’ a 
scoffer who berates the congregation 
for living in the past and who i 
finally expelled. There also is t 
rich man who will lose five houses 
when the congregation is ousted and 
an alien girl who loves one of the 
young men and who adoopts his faith. 

Perhaps the top scene of the play 
comes when Moses smashes the tab- 
lets and the gilded calf is destroyed. 
When he comes down from the 
mountain with the 10 Commandments 
virtually the entire cast and comple- 
ment are on stage. 

Synagogue is always a prese: In 
back of it and above it are the 
scened events. In act one, there is 
Abraham, Jacob and Rachel; Joseph 
and his brothers, and Joshua in 
Egypt. Act two has Moses in Egypt 
and in the Wilderness. Third act has 
Saul, David: and Solomon. The David 
scene brings on Bath-Sheba, Uriah 
and the avenging angel, also the 
ghost of Ruth. 

Most in evidence is the Rabbi, 
played by Myron Taylor, who fre- 
quently lifts his voice in song. Sam 
Jaffe is the adversary-scoffer, who 
is cast out. A kid. Sidnev Lumet, 
handles an important assignment 
and is aimed for the Coast. Thomas 
Chalmers is Abraham, Bertha Kunz- 
Baker is Sarah, Ralph Jameson is 
Jacob, Sarah Osnath-Halevy is 
Rachel, Joseph Macaulay is Judah, 
Samuel Goldenberg is Moses, Kath- 
erine Carrington is Ruth, Rosamond 
Pinchot is Bath-Skeba. John Upp- 
man is Solomon. 

It is a long. cast with generous en- 
sembles and extras, while the whole 
performance pervades bigness. Its 
sponsors believe “The Eternal Road’ 
will play indefinitely and that may 
be so. Scale, at $4.40 top however, 
is high for spectable. “Ibee. 
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Slippers 


A splendid selection of colors, 
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OTHELLO 


Tragedy in two parts (10 scenes) by Wil- 


liam Shakespeare, presented by Max Gor- 
don at New Amsterdam theatre, N. Y., 
Jan. 6, ‘37, co-starring Walter Huston, 
Brian Aherne; staged by Robert Edmund 
Jones; $35.30 top. 
CHG s caceascbsecebececscss Walter Huston 
TOBO. sc ceccvvccevesesceseeec’s Brian Aherne 
Desdemona...ees ecccsccecese- NaN Sunderland 
BRAUER oa v'g 0's 6 00009460400 440 igen Natalie Hall 
CAamBid. ..cccccevccccsccs G,. P. Huntley, Jr. 
TROGOTMIOs 0 éccededoedecisnveesd Arthur Pierson 
BORROMEO: on acetasendeass. Edward Fielding 
DGG O86 VORIGO si icicseceasseese A. P. Kaye 
RAMOS 6 6.084 & tiie bade cia bts Walter Beck 
SROTIONG s 0b o's tc ccweccesesecccee Joseph Roeder 
POOMRRMG i occ escccersdecevis cere Leo Chalzel 
PAUIO. . 6% Ceecoeveceeces William E,. Morris 
M.. FR. 46 0:00.0060006865% George Spaulding 
MOSBOENBE!. 20 ciiccdeccessecccs Philip Foster 
A Gentleman.......... Elliott C. Brown, Jr. 
Senators: George W. Masters, Al Bay- 


field, G. B, 
ward James. 


Kingston, Henry Walters, Ed- 





‘Othello,’ with Walter Huston and 
Brian Aherne in the roles of the 
Moor and Iago, respectively, is a 
disappointment, despite the joint he- 
roic efforts of the stars to put some 
life and vitality into it. To make it 
worse, the initial performance .in 
New York developed into a vocal 
contest between the actors and the 


spectators, latter persisting in a 
bronchial chorus which at times 
threatened to submerge the text 


completely. It was very much like 
attending a play at the Medical 
Center. 


Perhaps the fact that John Giel- 
gud’s splendid ‘Hamlet’ has caught 
the popular fancy this season en- 
couraged Max Gordon to attempt 
this Shakespeare presentation. Rob- 
ert Edmund Jones, who directed the 
actors and designed the scenery and 
costumes, collaborated with Huston 
in an ‘Othello’ production in Colo- 
rado two years ago. Leaving aside 
any comparison of the histrionic ca- 
pabilities of Huston and Gielgud, 
‘Othello,’ as theatrical fare, in this 
day and age, seems old fashioned, 
uninspired and lifeless, while the 
same author’s ‘Hamlet’ is vibrant and 
thrilling. At least Gielgud and Mc- 
McClintie. make it seem so. 


Original ‘Othello’ text has under- 
gone some drastic modification and 
transition to fit the need of con- 
densation. Shakespeare’s five acts 
and numerous scenes have been 
compressed into two parts, first of 
six scenes and second of four. Some 
shorter passages are played on the 
apron against a damask curtain, 
while some ingenious theatrical de- 
vices are used to give the play un- 
interrupted continuity. 


On the whole, the editing is well 
done. It might be better to elim- 
inate a lot, if not all, of Iago’s con- 
fidential communications to the 
audience. Although Aherne recites 
these asides with proper melodra- 
matic spirit, they are out of tempo 
these days. 


Scenic production and costumes by 
Jones are elaborate, beautiful and 
not too somber. More stage lighting 
would help the general effect. Only 
one scene, a sea-front at Cyprus, 
possesses scope and provides the 
chance for some colorful pageantry, 
which relieves the series of intimate, 
spotlighted episodes. Final scene, 
which abounds in tragic incident, 
is poorly illuminated, a handicap to 
the players and some annoyance to 
the audience. 


Iago, as usual, outshines the other 
roles. Aherne sets the pace for the 
entire play; motivates its actions, 
and comes off with real distinction. 
He is easy, confident and assertive, 
and plays with a certain flair. In 
the earlier scenes he speaks too 
rapidly for clear understanding, but 
the fault is soon corrected. 


Huston sees Othello as a dull- 
witted warrior whose passionate love 
for Desdemona is transformed into a 
consuming jealous hate by Iago’s in- 
trigue and poisonous implications. 
Awakening of suspicion in Othello’s 
mind during the scene with Iago 
which furnished the finale of the 
first part comes closer to gripping, 
moving drama than any other part 
of the play. Only in this scene does 
Huston dominate. Thereafter he is 
the easy victim of Iago’s treachery. 

It was the clear intent of the dram- 
atist that Othello’s rage, once 
aroused, should sweep the final 


scenes to the ultimate tragedy, show- 


ing a passion sO overpowering as to 
enmesh Iago in its madness. On 
this important point Huston does not 
press the emphasis. Iago comes off 
the stronger of the two and con- 
tinues the master. Crowded staging 
and inadequate lighting of the final 
bed-chamber scene may have con- 
tributed to Huston’s difficulties. 


Miss Sunderland gives a com- 
pletely satisfying portrayal of the 
unhappy Desdemona. Her bewilder- 
ment when accused of unfaithful- 
ness, her premonition of tragedy 
during the charming boudoir scene, 
and her pleading for understanding 
—all are convincing. 


In the less important role of 
Emilia, Iago’s wife, Natalie Hall 
gives a sound performance, topped 
off with a denunciation of her vil- 
lainous husband which is not too 
hysterical. G. P. Huntley, Jr., as 
Cassio, Arthur Pierson as Roderigo, 
and Edward Fielding as Brabantio, 
are the other principals. 

As a contribution to the educa- 
tional side of the theatre, this show 
has much in its favor. As entertain- 
ment, it’s not so hot, which was the 
same verdict handed down on last 
year’s production of the same play, 
starring Phillip Merivale and Gladys 
Cooper, Flin. 








HIGH TOR 


Fantasy in three acts by Maxwell An- 
derson, presented by Guthrie McClintic, 
Jan. %, °37, at Martin Beck theatre, N. Y.; 
staged by producer; set, Jo Mieclziner; $3.30 


op. 
ye RS ee eee ee Lee Baker 


Yum VaR... DOOM. ii sss eder's Burgess Meredith 
A) id Par reres(rerere ye TS ree Phyllis Welch 
ce ee Or Pre Harold Motfet 
Judge Skimmerhorn....... Thomas W. Ross 
FERAL LTE PL ae CE CL Ee Peggy Ashcroft 
CEE, ORs 365 cas ca bon Byron McGrath 
en SOREN TEED CTE COPED Tees John Philliber 
Wiest BAO? «606006 sans eees o William Casamo 
BECOME BAe icccecccccticsesis Will Archie 
Third Sallor..,cccccsecececsssss Harold Grau 
EMRE FACS kc 600d tebneeess sae Charlies B. Brown 
EMOOD...o ios cen deced 04 eebeseereea Leslie Gorall 
BOIKUS. cc ccsccccvccscevesceces Hume Cronyn 
BUGGY oc ide ccortvesvecsecsan John Drew Colt 
GON Si 6 esbass st acceeeseas Charles Forrester 
A. B. Skimmerhorn.......-. + John M. Kline 
PG inc hve ihacdbke aaa Jackson Halliday 





Maxwell Anderson’s new play is 
an odd mixture of Rip Van Win- 
kelesque fantasy, slapstick hokum, 
metaphysical philosophizing, skin 
bruises for business men and long- 
winded free verse. With it all, it 
manages to be quite amusing until 
toward the end of the second act. It 
does not seem however, to possess 
enough of the stuff that makes for 
Broadway success. Nor is it entirely 
qualified as an artistic picnic. Its 
appeal to Hollywood is likely to be 
limited to those studios which like to 
indulge in prestige. 

Playwright of less experience, 
ability and inherent sensitivity could 
not carry off a dramatic mulligan 
stew such as ‘High Tor.’ Anderson 
makes it palatable with the slick 
cookery of director-producer Guthrie 
McClintic. Yet there grows, as the 
evening ages, a feeling that Ander- 
son is often talking for the sheer de- 
light of his own words. His free 
verse passages get dreadfully ex- 
tended. He forgets to be a dramatist 
in letting himself go as a poet. Play 
suffers as a result, from the view- 
point of the ordinary non-poetic 
theatre customer intent on an eve- 
ning’s diversion. 

There are moments when the play- 
wright’s message either gets thin, 
vague or trite. It’s another kick in 
the pants for the machine age. 
Without arriving at any definite at- 
titude, and without gripping the 
listener. 

Syndicate wants to buy High Tor, 
a Catskill palisade, to ouarry the 
guts out of it. Owner, a mystical 
youth, doesn’t want to sell. There’s 
an ancient Indian (Lee Baker) look- 
ing for a place to dig a grave 
for himself; a _ practical _ girl, 
(Phyllis Welch) who loves. the 
mystical youth; conniving business- 
men; three youths who have robbed 
a bank, and a group of* wraiths— 
ghostly figures in old Dutch cos- 
tumes. 

Good deal of imagination and in- 
genuity is represented in the weav- 
ing together of the realistic and 
allegorical elements. Plot produces 
some juicy situations and comedy 
interludes. But it thins out about 
halfway through and it is sheer arti- 
ficial respiration which sustains the 
play until 11 o’clock. 

Peggy Ashcroft reads speeches of 
congressional length with a voice of 
modulated charm. She has to act— 
never easy—as some one not really 
alive, and she brings a great deal of 
technical skill to the job. Her 
diction is clear and crisp. Her per- 
formance seems certain to gain her 
recognition as an actres: of resource- 
fulness. 

Her colleague up in lights in front 
of the Martin Beck is Burgess 
Meredith. He stumbled a few times 
on opening night but, in general, it 
was an able performance. Between 
‘Winterset’ and ‘High Tor’ he may get 
‘typed’ and that might not be the 
best thing that could happen at the 
— of a promising career such as 

is. 

Surprise in the cast is Charles D. 
Brown. Long assigned to wise- 
cracks of a flip 20th century flavor, 
he is doing a salty old 17th century 
Dutch ghost in this instance. And 
doing it with a complete change of 
style. 

Harold Moffett and Thomas W. 
Ross play the modern commercial 
brigands who seek to force the boy 
to sell his mountain. These experi- 
enced troupers squeeze dozens of gig- 
gles out of their scenes. Whole cast 
has been filled and managed with 
the canny skill for which McClintic 
is noted. Jo Mielziner has artfully 
arranged the one set (with a swing- 
ing steam shovel effect added for 
some scenes) to carry out the sense 
of altitude. Land. 





A House in the Country 


Comedy melodrama in three acts, pre- 
sented at the Vanderbilt, N. Y., Jan. 11, 
37; by Murray Queen; written by Melvin 
Levy; staged by Melville Burke: $3.30 top. 


Frankie Lotzgazel.............- Tom Powers 
Gramma Lotzgazel....... Fredrica Slemons 
Herman Sigafoos.....eee++.4 Alfred Herrick 
Delphine Lotzgazel........ Louise Campbell 
is. 6 sn adahes PTeTETTTTirirre Will Geer 
(Maes, SEMEL. » 6b bss Cobuecbeeeekns Roy Gordon 
Wel tedtnteadevckbabete tees: Teddy Bergman 
Mac COCC CCC OC HCO COC OSESCOSOCRSS Leon Ames 
SPO: 60:660464406084 60050006054 Elmer Brown 





There have been, and will be, one- 

set shows with limited casts which 
have clicked, but this is not one. 
Indications are for a brief stay. 
_ Mild title is deceptive, for the play 
is a melodrama in principle, with 
CBMEAF here ead there, not produc- 
tive of more than a few giggles. As 
for drama, that never seems to come 
off, although being on the verge sev- 
eral times. 

Locale is an old house in Bucks 
County, Pa., really owned by an ex- 
bootlegger from Brooklyn who is 


a 


—s 


currently mixed up in the 
racket in Manhattan. He secured od 
spot as a possible hideaway and now 
is his time. He and two other tough 
guys arrive to find Srandpa and 
grandma Lotzgazel, who are squat- 
ters in the place, along with their 
illegitimate granddaughter Delphine 
Old people have been wed 40 years 
he mostly sitting around and she 
wes a pittance by sewing over. 
alls. 

Add to that drab group the gang. 
sters, who decide to board ‘until the 
hunting season opens.’ Their coin js 
plenty welcome to the Lotzgazels. 
Men were in on the hijacking of a 
100-G policy bankroll and plan to 
compromise with some other easy 
money guys. One of the trio is sent 
to the big city on that mission, but 
runs into trouble, bumps off a gang- 
ster and flees back. 

Gang leader, Mac, decides to flee, 
They unload a machine-gun and, 
after being interrupted by the old 
lady, take it on the lam. But their 
car is wrecked and they return. 
Story ends with the old folks taking 
possession of a shotgun and lining 
the men up against the wall. Game 
warden had become a hero by shoot- 
ing gangsters off-stage and he fin- 
ishes the job of their arrest. 

In all, the play presents a rough 
bunch of characters and even the 
hicks suddenly turn wise-guy. Idea 
of gangsters hiding in the sticks was 
used several times previously. 

Tom Powers heads the cast and, 
for him, it might have been a chance 
to create an unusual character as 
Lotzgazel. But the story branches off 
with melodramatics and the chance 
flivs. Not much use lugging in a 
mongrel dog called President Roose- 
velt, either. Perhaps the playing of 
Fredrica Slemons as the old lady, 
Louise Campbell as the girl and Roy 
Gordon, Leo Ames and Teddy Berg- 
man as the tough guys is okay, but 
does not help the play ett” 

ee. 


PEPPER MILL * 


Intimate revue in two acts produced by 


Erika Mann; staged by Therese Giehse; 
sets, Anton Refregier; pianists, Magnus 
Henning, Felix Gunther; mistress of cere- 
mony, Erika Mann; cast, Miss Mann, 
Therese Giehse, Lotte Goslar, Wallace 
Rooney, Sybille Schloss, John Latouche, 
John Beck. At Chanin Auditorium, N. Y.. 
Jan. 6, '36; $1.50 top. , 





Somebody got the wires crossed 
when this show was planned, an- 
nounced and set. As a result, the 
New York critics let it down 
roughly, completely and _ brutally, 
whereas, actually, it’s an enterprise 
which is not at all bad. it simply 
was spotted and labelled errone- 
ously. 

It is not a legit entertainment and 
therein lies the first and worst mis- 
take. ‘Pepper Mill’ is a European 
import known as cabaret. It is not 
the sort of entertainment known on 
this side very much and the word 
‘cabaret’ as used abroad doesn’t 
mean the same thing as when used 


here. Actually, it is a sort of po- 
litico-satirix vaudeville show, gen- 
erally played (abroad) in a _ spot 


which also has eating or drinking 
facilities. In New York it is shown 
in a theatre with no beverage side- 
lights. That makes quite a dif- 
ference—for this type of show. 

Also, the group was not very well 
advised for its New York showing. 
Struggling..with the English lan- 
guage anyway, there seems to have 
been little thought given to con- 
text. Thus all the satire is pointed 
in a single direction (anti-Hitler) 
and takes on too much a tinge of 
bitterness. Also, the male contin- 
gent of the troupe is all American, 
added here at the last minute and 
none too good, 


There are several excellent num- 
bers and several excellent people. 
But at the opening, the N. Y. drama 
critics, having come under the im- 
pression they were to see a regular- 
legit performance, gave the most 
completely rude performance of the 
season, They talked to each other, 
kidded among themselves and walked 
out en masse (with a single excep- 
tion) at the end of the first act. 
Maybe that had something -to do 
with the fact that the second act 
was much better and went off much 
smoother. 

Show probably won't last long 
as is, but from a show biz stand- 
point it’s by no means a flop. There 
are at least two people in it, from 
an acting standpoint, who ought to 
go places. Lotte Goslar is an un- 
usual and thoroughly interesting 
dancer. She should really climb 
the heights in the United States. 

(Continued on page 60) 














“Red, Hot and Blue,” Alvin, N.Y- 
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FDR For Biz Control 
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(Continued from page 7) 


averse to some workable statute, 
carefully drawn to get around Con- 
stitutional objections, which gives 
Federal agencies the right to control 
hours, wages, working conditions, 
distribution, production and manage- 
ment. 

The nearest Mr. Roosevelt came to 
a positive declaration of policy was 
a statement that ‘Even with our 
present recovery, we are far from 
the goal of 
which he said is to help the greatest 
number of citizens to ‘improve their 
conditions of life.’ Listing numerous 
problems, including unemployment, 
he asserted that his goal cannot be 
reached solely by state action and 
went on record as favoring some 
Federal legislation. 

‘The statute of NRA has been out- 
lawed,’ the Prez said. “The problems 
have not. They are still with us. 


‘That decent conditions and ade- 
quate pay for labor, and just return 
for agriculture, can be secured 
through parallel and simultaneous 
action by 48 states is a proven im- 
possibility. It is equally impossible 
to obtain curbs on monopoly, unfair 
trade practices, and speculation by 
state action alone. . . Experience 
with actualities makes it clear that 
Federal laws supplementing state 
laws are needed to help solve the 
problems which result from modern 
invention applied in an industrial- 
ized nation which conducts its busi- 
ness with scant regard to state lines.’ 


Some of the Ideas 


The proposed business control bills 
offered as a means of accomplishing 
the President’s desires vary widely. 
Included in the group are 30-hour 
week, price-fixing, licensing, puni- 
tive tax. and anti-trust measures. 
Following are the salient proposi- 
tions put forth during the first week 
of Congress: 

1. Federal licensing, authorizing 
the Trade Commission to fix wages, 
compelling corporations to obtain 
charters in states where they op- 
erate, prohibiting issuance of non- 
voting stock, outlawing interlocking 
directorates, and permitting creation 
of national corporations. This is the 
Mead-O’Mahoney measure. 

2. Authorizing the Trade Commis- 
sion to summon any industry to a 
trade practice conference. Spon- 
sored by Senator William King of 
Utah. 

3. Authorizing the Trade Commish 
to approve trade agreements ‘for the 
reasonable regulation of competi- 
tion.” Proposed by Senator Gerald 
Nye of North Dakota. 

4. Prohibiting shipment of articles 
produced in plants which do not 
have the 30-hour week. Advocated by 
Senator Hugo L. Black of Alabama 
and Congressman William P. Con- 
nery of Massachusetts. 

5. Permitting price-fixing of trade 
marked commodities if state laws do 
not prevent. Submitfed by Senator 
Millard Tydings of Maryland. 

6. Imposing 50% tax on net in- 
come of foreign subsidiaries of U. S. 
companies. Offered by Congressman 
Thomas O’Malley of Wisconsin. 

7. Constitutional amendment legal- 
izing hour and wage laws, offered by 
Congressman Thomas F. Ford of 
California. 


Most Important Proposal 


The Mead-O’Mahoney bill is the 
most sweeping and by far the out- 
standingly important proposal. It 
would touch virtually every business, 
and the film industry would come 
completely within its scope. 





| 


and employees could not be connect- 
ed with companies which advance or 
loan money or property te their cor- 
porations. 

The new ‘national incorporations’ 
proposed in the O’Mahoney measure 
would be subject to Federal regula- 
tion all along the line. Financial pol- 
icies, operating policies, labor rela- 
tions, and such would have to con- 
form to Federal rules, with the Trade 


; Commission powered to step into in- 
that deeper purpose,’ | 


ternal affairs at almost any time. 
This feature of the bill is aimed par- 
ticularly at complex corporations, 
with a provision that no Federal cor- 
poration shall own any other com- 
pany. 

The legislative proposals aimed di- 


| rectly at films were confined for the 


| most part to the question of distri- | 
| bution. Offered without change from | 
last year were the Culkin bill setting | 








Two) 


up a Motion Picture Commission, the 
Neely, Pettengill, and Culkin bills 
prohibiting block leasing, and the 
Dickstein alien-actor ban. 

Other Bills 


Two measures which would have 
profound effect on films were rein- 


troduced. They are the Duffy copy: | 
right bill and the Sirovich resolution | 


setting up Federal department of art 
and science. 

One significant alteration, 
film industry viewpoint, has 
made in the copyright bill. Other- 
wise essentially the same as last 
year’s text which was approved by 
the Senate, the Duffy measure no 
longer would enable the film indus- 
try to acquire both production and 
exhibition rights by a single agree- 
ment. The Wisconsin senator has 


from 
been 


dropped the clause which said the} 


right to produce a picture should 
include the right to exhibit, yielding 
to squawks from writers and tune- 
sters, who insist on freedom to ne- 
gotiate with both studios and the- 
atres and to collect two sets of royal- 
ties. This feature was bitterly assailed 
by American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, as well as by 
screen scribblers. 


Providing a major surprise, spon- | 


sor of the bill which was hailed by 
independent exhibitors as their sal- 
vation from chain competition re- 
vealed a last-minute change which 
takes the picture industry completely 
out of his forthcoming legislation. 
Representative Wright Patman of 
Texas, who will put in a measure 
forcing producers to divorce them- 
selves from distribution, announced 
he has eliminated any provision 
which would affect theatre operation. 
The bill no longer has a reference 
which would compel producers to 
abandon their exhibition affiliates 
and subsidiaries. 

Throwing little light on his mo- 
tives, Patman said he is convinced 
motion pictures should be considered 
a means of communication instead of 
a commodity sold to final consumers. 
On this basis, such regulation of film 
distribution does not harmonize with 
his desire to protect independent re- 
tailers against unfair competition 
from chains, he explained. 

Prospects for any film legislation 
are problematical. The Neely block 
booking bill probably will get a hear- 
ing and reach the Senate floor, but 
it appears doubtful whether the com- 
panion Pettengill measure will make 
much headway. House Interstate 
Commerce committee to which such 
proposals are referred now is chair- 
manned by Representative Clarence 
Lea of California, which looks like 
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| St. Louis Symph Tours 


St. Louis, Jan. 12. 

St. Louis Symphony Orchestra of 
|90 members and under direction of 
Viadimir Goldschmann and Arthur 
| J. Gaines, sec.-mgr. begin first of 
| three tours this season Sunday (17) 
| with concert at Charleston, Ill. Next 
day ork appears at Auditorium in 
| Chicago for second consecutive year. 
| This concert is sponsored by North- 
| western University. 

Concerts will be given in South 
Bend, Ind. (19); Toledo, O. (20); 
Indianapolis, Ind. (21), and Colum- 


bus, O. (23). In making tour symph 
will miss local concerts for Friday 
and Saturday (22) and (23), resum- 


ing weekly concerts (29) and (30). 


Hotel 


Maid Sues 
lturbis Sec On 
‘Lucky Panties 


Detroit, Jan. 12. 

‘Lucky Panties’ of Jean Dalrym- 
ple, secretary to Jose Iturbi, resolved 
|into a $10,000 damage suit this week, 
| filed in Circuit Court by Victoria 
|Siwiec, former maid at Hotel Stat- 
ler, where lingerie turned up missing 
last month along with $160 and other 
| clothing. 
| Miss Dalrymple, who ‘refused to 
| prosecute’ the maid, is named co- 
|defendant with the Statler. Suit, 
|charging false arrest, is made in 
|'name of maid’s father, Frank Siwiec, 
because Miss Siwiec is a minor. 

Girl’s attorney, Leo J. Ward, said 








she would charge the whole affair 


| was ‘just a publicity stunt.’ 

| ‘Lucky panties’ caused plenty of 
icommotion here last month when 
| Miss Dalrymple revealed she valued 
ithem highly because she was wear- 
|ing ’em when she and Iturbi escaped 
death in an American Clipper crack- 
| up last April off Trinidad. 





tion when petitions rained in for and 
against a Sunday closing law. 





Savannah’s 10% Top 
Savannah, Ga., Jan. 12. 


Motion picture interests are pre- 
| paring to fight in court the new 
| amusement tax law in effect since 
Jan. 1, which exacts a 10% cut from 
all picture house receipts and every 
other form of professional entertain- 
ment. 





Ohie’s 3% Tap Stays 
Columbus, O., Jan. 12. 


| With reenactment of the present 
|} taxation program by both houses of 
the Legislature, Ohio theatre owners 
are assured of the continuance of the 
|3% gross tax for at least another 
|year. Present tax program was due 
ito expire March 31, 1937. It was 
‘learned that pressure to replace the 
|loss created by removing the sales 
tax from foodstuffs would result in 
| return of the 10% admission tax. The 
|present tax rate was maintained 
| mainly fhrough the persistent efforts 
of representatives of the Independent 


_ Theatre Owners of Ohio. 





Ga. Gunning for Amus. 
Atlanta, Jan. 12. 


| Amusement biz seems destined to 
| take a rap from present session of 


major features are, first, requirement! a break for Hollywood. Furthermore, Georgia’s General Assembly, which 
that any corporation must obtain a i this committee probably will have 
Federal license ‘to engage directly or | the fullest schedule of any legisla- 
indirectly in commerce’ and, second, | tive group and will be hard pressed | of the first bills to go into the 
provisions that new companies may | to find time for long film hearings. 
be formed under Federal charters | 
and subject to stringent Federal con- |Commission the supreme government | Sure to come up will be an effort to 


trol, 


Principal significance of the licens- 


ing section is that the Trade Com- 
mission would have the right to fix 


| 


minimum wage: and working con-| 


ditions, with license-holders com- 


pelled to obey the Wagner Labor Re- | 


lations law, observe Federal_ynfair 
trade rules, pay women equal wages 


for work identical with that done by 


men, refrain from employing chil- 


shorten work hours whenever profits 
increase or operating efficiency is 
improved. 


The measure would put numerous 


handcuffs on management in conduct 
of the business. Officers would have 
to be stockowners, surpluses would 


be fixed at a definite limit depend- | 
NZ upon size of the firm, directors | 


could not serve other companies in 
the same line of business, bonuses 
cr uld not be paid without stockhold- 
€'s sanction, non-voting stock would 
be prohibited, and officers, directors, 


“A 


Scheme to make Federal Trade 


dictator over business meanwhile 
was drafted by the Council for In- 
dustrial Cooperation. Headed by Maj. 
George L. Berry, industrial coordina- 
tor, the Council submitted to the 
President a plan which would give 
the FTC sweeping authority to fix 
wazes and hours, rule on fairness of 
trade practices, and otherwise boss 


industry just as the NRA did. Meas- | 
ure is outgrowth of conferences last 
dren under 16, and raise wages or | 


month patronized principally by la- 
bor leaders. 


Waynesboro, Va., OK’s Sun. 
Lynchburg, Jan. 12. 

Sunday pix are the people’s choice 
in Waynesboro, Va., where the 
state’s first referendum on the ques- 
tion came out 344 to 294 in favor of 
the theatres. 

Other cities of the state where 
Sundays have been okayed all won 
through test cases in the courts. 
Waynesboro council decreed an elec- 


opened Monday. A gross receipts 
| tax measure is scheduled to be one 


| hopper. 
Another piece of legislation that is 


| legalize pari-mutuel betting on 
| horse, and possibly dog racing. A 
similar measure got lost in the legis- 
lative shuffle at the last session, but 
its proponents are said to be prepar- 
ing to reintroduce it. 
Paradoxically, local newspapers 
editorialize against legalizing betting 
'on the nags, but they devote plenty 
of space daily to that small type 
| which tells in what order the gee- 
| gees finished at the various tracks 
operating around the country. 


No Detroit Marquees? 
Detroit, Jan. 12. 

A city ordinance, eliminating all 
canopies, is causing heated discus- 

sion in Common Council here. 
George W. Trendle, pres.. United 
Detroit Theatres, has joined in the 
fight with other managers to fight 
ordinance and thus far has staved 
off action. It is likely, however, that 
an ordinance, preventing any new 
canopies, will be ultimately passed. 











if 

| Detroit, Jan. 12. 

| A chorus of 800 voices will par- 
| ticipate in Verdi's ‘Requiem,’ with 
|solos by Metropolitan Opera stars, 
which will be presented by the De- 
troit Civic Opera Society in honor 
of the late Ossip Gabrilowitsch, con- 
|ductor of the Detroit Symph, and 


800 Veices In Memoriam | 


| 


| 


jis not 


| 


| who 


Mrs. Harriet N. Atterbury, president | 


}of the society 
| year, 

|} Other operas on the spring sched- 
jule are ‘Lucia di Lammermoor,’ 
|‘Madame Butterfly,’ plus 
Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci.’ 
| Directors elected by the society for 


until her death last 


|three-year terms are Henry W. 
| Busch, Mrs. G. Hall Roosevelt, C. 
|Hayward Murphy, Mrs. Henry L. 


| Barton, Mrs. Cornelius 
Mrs. Floyd G. Hitchcock, Mrs. Wil- 
liam R. Kales, Mrs. J. Bell Moran, 
Mrs. John S. Newberry, Mrs. Witter 


}ton Robb, Mrs. Morse Rohnert and 
| Oliver Spaulding. 


HOLLAND GETS 





The Hague, Jan. 1. 
Before the war Holland had three 
|cpera-companies: the French, the 
| Italian and the Dutch Opera; of these 





| three the French led the field, the| 
| Italian was a good second and the| 
Dutch was always more or less on the | 


‘brink of ruin. After the war only the 
Italian Opera survived and all plans 
to revive either the French or the 


| failure. The Italian Opera could not 
{exist if it did not receive subsidies 
|from the Hague, where it resides. 
Now the Italians are threatened 
with opposition from a Dutch com- 
pany. Movement is 
|found a Dutch company. These have 
now reached point where the new 


November, 1937. Edward Flipse, who 
swings the baton over the Rotter- 
dam Philharmonic orchestra, will be 
the conductor; the orchestra will 
have 82 members. 

As far as possible the artists will 
be Dutch; the opera starts in the 
Grand Theatre at Rotterdam, but if 
successful will build its own opera 
house; 


BUSINESSMEN BANKROLL 
CONCERTS, NO ADMISH 


Kansas City, Jan. 12. 

A series of free winter orchestra 
concerts to be held in the Muny 
aud here are to be angeled by Isaac 
and Michael Katz, cut-rate drug offi- 
cials. The orchestra under direction 
of Sol Bobrov has a roster of 42 
musicians. Concerts will be given 
Sunday afternoons. The first one was 
last Sunday (10). 

Katz brothers, in bankrolling the 
venture, state that the concerts are 
offered to Kansas City in apprecia- 
tion of what Kansas City has done 

















|for them. They have seven local 
store locations and several out-of- 
town. 








| $1,000,000,000 Gross 





i 
| 





(Continued from page 3) 


‘Cavalleria | 


Arabs Boycott Toscanini Concerts 


la Jerusalem; Pelitical Reactions 


Jerusalem, Dec. 19. 
Arabic boycott of Jewish services, 


pix, artists and everything else which ~ 


indispensable, extended to 
concerts of the new Palestine Sym- 
phony Orch led by maestro Arturo 
Toscanini on Dec. 26. Maestro 
landed amid hosannahs of the Jews 
hailed him with great en- 
thusiasm. 

Police precautions are being taken 
here to guard the person of the ma- 
estro who will do a lot of travelling 
between towns in each of which 
the orchestra is scheduled to play. 

Well-known conductor who has 


| been doing the honors until Tosca- 


OPERA IN 37 


Dutch companies were doomed to | 


underway to | 


company expects to start business in | 


—~ ; | play the music, and no more. 
| J. Peabody, Mrs. Heinrich A. Pickert, | agp That 


Dr. H. W. Plaggemeyer, Mrs. J. Mil- | 


nini’s arrival is reported to have 
asked him by cable about the pro- 
gram, particularly about ‘directions 


3 ”_.~* | on interpretations of the work to be 
K. Chapin, | performed.’ 


Maestro’s reply: ‘Di- 
Interpretations? It is quite 
All you have to do is to 
That 


rections? 
simple. 


is all I can tell you.’ 

Lot of talk in Arab circles 
| proclaiming more vigorous boycott 
of the orchestra. Few of the richer 
| effendis said to be negotiating for 
| tickets for which enormous prices 
| are being asked (top, $100). Injec- 
tion of politics into music target for 
| biting criticism in non - Arabic 
papers. 

Brenislaw Hubermann, who came 
in with Toscanini, said to have 
| raised more than $50,000 by contri- 
butions all over world. There’s a lot 
of kicking among musicians over the 
pay which in some cases is as low as 
$75 monthly. Contracts call for long, 
often 10-hour per day, rehearsals, 
and musicians are obliged to live 
in Tel Aviv. A number who were 
| brought over from Germany, where 
they were virtually Starving, re- 
ported to have accepted anything 
| to come to Palestine. 

Steinberg, Dobrowen and Taube 
| are set among the future conductors. 


about 


| Soloists on opening night include 
| Sabine Kalter, Lotte Schoene, Adolf 
| Busch, Rudolf Bergmann, Andreas 
| Weissberger, Harry Blumberg, Lotte 
| Hammerschlag, Jacob Bernstein and 
| Jacob Schumer (flute). 

Ten concerts are to be given in 

Tel Aviv, eight in Jerusalem and 
| eight in Haifa. 

Toscanini’s opening program will 
include Weber’s ‘Overture Oberon,’ 
Brahms’ ‘Second Symphony,’ Men- 
delssohn’s Nocturne and Scherzo to 
Midsummer Night's Dream, Schu- 
bert’s Unfinished Symphony and 
Beethoven's Overture ‘Leonore III’ 





Miller Heads Frisco Opera 
San Francisco, Jan. 12. 
Robert W. Miller, former vice- 
president of the San Francisco 
Opera Association, is it new prexy. 
Miller steps into the spot formerly 
occupied by Wallace M. Alexander, 
who has resigned. 


Alexander will move to. Hawali 
shortly. 





BALLET ESPANOL 


Ballet Espanol (7), presented by 
and with Juan Martinez on its first 
New York viewing at the Nora Bayes 
Roof theatre all this week, is a small 
band which is trained in the native 
gitana, bolero and jota, and while 
never attaining any stellar sock in 
the offerings conveys a distinctive 
verve and zip. Nothing characteris- 
tically Latin in a sleek Broadway 
sense here, which is something. 
Group has appeared on the other 
i Side extensively, many times in re- 
| vues, and it appears that this bramd 
|of footlight production is its best 
frame. Or a cabaret offering with 
/an international flavor. 
| Varied types thread the intimate 
band. Juanito, a half-pint male 
dancer, stands out, working extra 





line in the New England and Moun. | hard, no doubt, because of his small 


\tain sectors. Relighting brightened 


stature, to get across. And he most 


650 spots on the stern and rockbound | generally does. Martinez, only slight- 


| coast, while 287 entertainment places 
| were reopened along the Rockies. 
|More than 200 reopened in Mass. 
The payroll figures showed 


the 


ly taller. is an expert on the heel 
beats and castanets. All of his ap- 
| pearances get a salvo. Senoritas are 
| Vivacious, but none too slim, accord- 
ing to U. S. tastes for the mantilla 


extent of recovery. Total employ- | gals. 


|ment bounced 5,358 


in these states, | 


Offering is staged against a back- 


with payroll outlay rising nearly $4,- | drop of velvet with piano as sole a 


| 000,000, 


|gories, showing high percentage of | 


pick-up. 


| With people spending more freely. | note of 
grosses rose $22,260,000 from 1933 to | though. is 


1935. census counters 


Bay State led in both cate- |COMpaniment. Continual clicking 


castanets and lamming of tamni« 
bourines enlivens the routines some- 
|what. Costumed with fair taste, the 
authenticity paramount, 
in the gaudy wardrobe, 


discovered. |Carlos Montoya, who has been heard 


New England revenues upped $4,607,- |over here before, plays the guitar for 


| 000, while foothill receipts rose $7,- 
| 653,000. Again Massachusetts set the 
pace, although the percentage rise 
was exceeded in numerous states, 
with a jump of about $6,100,000. 


solo spotting during the performance. 
He is a good ag ‘st and fits in well 
| with the troupe; So far on this side 
the troupe has piayed Cuba, Central 
America and Mexico. Its N. Y. debut 
“is fraught with much promise. Bral, 
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Wednesday, January 13, 1937 








Broadway 


Mrs. Arthur Levy better. 

George D. Lottman to Miami on 
biz. 

Dr. Jacques Kirsch ill in Polyclinic 
hospital. ’ 


Oliver M. Sayler, p. a., has moved 
his office. 

George Hirliman in New York with} 
the missus. 

Midtown hotels have materially 
upped rates. 


Olga Kempner sails for London} holiday. 


today (Wed.). _ | Universal Films having a flock of | 
Bessie (Yama Yama) Clifford in| tradeshows. 


| . ° ’ 
from London. | Will Mahoney putting in a week’s 
Louis Bergere and Dick Hopkins! fishing in Scotland. 


in St. James b.o. | Jack Hylton and band at the Scala, | 
Ed (‘Bish’) Lenihan abcd Berlin, month of February. 


grippe last week. | Sam Eckman off to St. Moritz, | 
Jack Pegler trained for the Coast | Switzerland, for three weeks. 
yesterday (Tues.). | Bob Geraghty in Ireland 
Robert ——— now with Zepyo| week trying to hunt up his 
Marx’s N. Y. office. 
Eleanor Hunt in town from the) Wensley, formerly of Lowe, Bern- | 
Coast for a brief stay. * _|off and Wensley, writing a musical | 
Harry Kaufman was forced abed | show. 


second time, but better now. | Alfredo having an enforced fort- 


Charles Pettiiohn back at his desk | night’s vacation due to asthma 
at Hays office after tussle wiih the flu. | trouble. 


Billy House has gout. als» havin¢| Emile Boreo off to Paris to visit 
line to that effect in ‘White Horse | his mother, whom he has not seen in 





London 


Channing Pollock passed through. 
H. G. Wells a victim of influenza, 
Kay Francis enjoying a snow 








with 


for a 
rela- 
tions. 


Inn.’ two years. | 

Bob Weitman breathed in the June Clyde throwing a party after | 
wrong places and now has another | finishing her latest picture at Sound 
cold. city Film Studios. 


Theron Bamberger in Boston as Reginald Gardiner gets a big hand 
p.a. for Theatre Guild’s ‘Masque of | at Metro’s Empire for his policeman 
Kings.’ | bit in ‘Born to Dance.’ 

J. Checver Cowdin not exnected| Influenza prevented Bransby Wil- 
-back from Europe until sometime in! liams from appearing in television 
. February. | performance of ‘Scrooge.’ 


Jack McInerney shoves off for| Kurt Robitschek, due here from 
Miami tomorrow (Thurs.) for two0| Paris, changed his mind and flew to 
weeks’ slay. Vienna to see his mother. 

Bill Doll, p.’ a. for Alex Yokel, ‘The Great Ziegfelc’ (MG) goes 


also similarly occupied with Cri-| to the Empire for three weeks, mak- 
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terion theatre. 


Harry Jenson at Manhattan O. H. 
box office with Saul Abraham and 
Arthur Nichols. 


Gaston L. Stern will remain in 
Atlanta for a time on business for 
National Screen, 


Ruth Roberts hasn’t yet discovered 
who’s sending her those flowers to 
the Center every day. 


Al Burks has joined United Artists 
to exploit ‘Beloved Enemy’ in the 
Pennsylvania territory. 


Guy Eyssell, Musie Hall exec, 
sailed Friday (8) for Mexico City on 
a vacash. Back round Feb. 1. 


Ed Olmstead, with a couple of new 
scenarios under his arm is leaving 
for the Coast before the end of the 
month. 


Nat Harris south to open the 
*Folies Montmartre’ at the French 
Casino, Miami Beach. Cliff Fischer 
follows. 

Leo Robin (sans the Ralph Rain- 
gers who are expecting another 
baby) in town with the Mrs, for a 
winter vacash. 

Joe (Onyx Club) Helbock to the 
Coast on vacash. His brother, Bill, 
Jack Tierney and the staff operating 
in the interim. 

Gus Eyssell, aide to W. G. Van 
Schmus, Music Hall director, sailed 
this week for month’s vacash in 
Mexico and Havana. 

- Mrs. Ben Atwell, former opera 
singer, critically ill in Mt. Sinai. Her 
husband is in Philadelphia in ad- 
vance of ‘Fredrika,’ Shubert musical. 

Leon (& Eddie) Enken thought of 
a new stunt to stand up under that 
big holiday strain—he tapes up his 
ankles for support. Helps a lot, he 
says. 

Bill Carney, publicist for Music 
Corp. of America, has been away 
from his office since week before 
Xmas suffering from a_ general 
collapse. 

Lyon Mearson and Burnet Her- 
shey sailing Saturday for back- 
ground shots on the life of Caruso, 
which is being independently pro- 
duced here and abroad. Both au- 
thored it. 

Lydia Lamonte, Ohio recruit. has 
— into the Richey Cafe Plaza, 

rooklyn, which recently went into 
_the night club class with three shows 
per evening. 

’ Tom Baily and Barrett S. Kiesling, 

of the Metro studio publicity depart- 
ment, making the rounds of the 
press associations and the editorial 
departments of the national maga- 
zines. 

John Emery, who has been in 
‘Hamlet’ at St. James theatre, left 
Sunday (10) for the Coast to play 
in ‘The Road Back,’ Universal pro- 
duction that James Whale is 
handling. 

Joe Sisinger’s and Steve Van 
Gluck’s play, ‘Point of Honor,’ which 
runs a close second to ‘Eiernal Road’ 
for postponements, finally went into 
rehearsal for Luther Greene yester- 

‘day (Tuesday). 

Al Woods (in collab with Jack 
Goodman and Albert Rice) pulls 
no punches in his autobiog in cur- 
rent Cosmovolitan on ‘A Thousand 
and One First Nights. Simon & 
Schuster to publish later in book 
form. > 

Irvine Berlin left Monday by train 
for Hollywood to attend preview of 
‘On the Avenue’ and vrevare for his 
next picture at 20th-Fox. Alex- 
ander’s Rastime Band.’ Meantime. 
Roy Del Ruth, director of ‘Avenue, 
arrived in New York Friday (8). 
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ing its third West End run. 

Buddy Rogers’ picture for British 
International, scheduled for January, 
has been set back to March. 

Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell do- 
ing their first broadcast for British 
Broadcasting Corp. Jan. 16, 

Gina Malo set for the Doris Car-| 
son role in ‘On Your Toes,’ which | 
follows the pantomime season at the | 
Coliseum. 

Lou Holtz’s doctor has advised him 
to get out of Ensland as soon as pos- | 
sible. to avoid the erratic cert 





conditions. 

Nicholas Bros. playing some vaude- | 
yille dates here. Open for General | 
Theatres Corp. Jan. 11 at the Hol- 
born Empire. 

Owen Nares another flu victim. 
out of ‘Call It a Day’ cast and unable 
to film with Gracie Fields in ‘On 
With the Show.’ 

Jack Weaver, for 15 years band 
leader at the Victoria Palace, ap- 
pointed assistant leader for British 
Broadcasting Corn. 

Roy William Neill has been sep- 
arated from the megaphone on B. I. 
P.’s ‘Bulldog Drummond at Bay.’ 
Norman Lee replaces. 

Lots of Americans are finding it 
difficult to fix up apartments for the 
months of March, April and May in 
London. Houses asking double rental 
prices, and will not book .so far 
ahead. 

Jimmy Savo opens at the Cafe de 
Paris Jan. 18 for three weeks with 
option. Then, first week in Febru- 
ary, he doubles at the Victoria Pal- 
ace for Kurt Robitschek for four 
weeks with option. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Mike Lustig editing the local Metro 
house organ, ‘The Lion’s Roar.’ 

Bob Graham (Par) confined to 
hospital for a minor operation. 

Grant Mitchell readying to bring 
in vaude at the Apollo, Melbourne. 

Bob White handling special ex- 
ploitation for ‘Dodsworth’ (UA) in 
Sydney. 

Sir Ben Fuller still hopeful that 
he’ll get a site for a legit house in 
Sydney. 

Here McIntyre handling the take- 
over of the new Universal offices in 
Sydney. 

Phil Finkelstein, for Williamson- 
Tait, will take a trip to New York 
next month. 

George Wallace dickering with the 
idea of making a pic in New Zealand 
for an indie unit. 

Good rains in the drought areas’) 
should mean much added spending 
coin for the farmers. 

Tivoli, Melbourne, is being reno- 
vated for Frank Neil. Work is done 
nights after the show. 

June Munro, daughter of Charles 
Munro. plays a small role in Cine- 
sound’s ‘Orphan of the Wilderness.’ 

Frank Neil announces that Bebe 
Daniels and Ben Lyon will tour Aus- 
tralia in 1937 under his management. 

Russian Monte Carlo Ballet moves 
from Melbourne to Sydney next 
week for Williamson-Tait. Doing big 
biz. 

Clarence Badger waiting around 
for another pic to start at National. 
Badger has just completed ‘Rangle 
River’ for Col-Nat. 

G. T.’s new theatre in Goulburn 








got away to a good start. House is 











run in conjunction with Roy Purves 
of County theatres. 

Cliff Holt, Hoyt’s publicist, has re- 
turned to Melbourne after visiting 
Sydney. His father is managing the 
affairs of the late F. W. Thring. 

Wirth’s Circus is now out on the 
road after a good season in Mel- 


bourne. Will remain out until next 
Easter. when the Sydney run will 
commence. 


Ken Asprey is expected back from | 
Greater | 
for | 


abroad in the near 
Union Theatres 
quick re-finance 
few weelis. 


future, 
readying 
within 


plans 


the next 


Gilbert-Sullivan operas still doing} ager for the Mills Music. 
|capacity biz in Sydney after many | 


about) in California starting March 1. 


weeks. Troupe has_ just 
clicked off a record for long-playing 


|in Australia. 


Gregan McMahon and his players 
pi2senting a short season of Drink- 
water’s ‘Abraham Lincoln’ in Mel- 
bourne. Will be followed with 
‘Noah,’ by Andre Obey. 

Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion is running a series titled ‘A Film 
Is Made,’ which gives the public an 
inside on the making of pix. Ben 
Bernard is handling it. 

Staniey Grant will take a com- 
pany out on the road to play ‘White 
Horse Inn.’ Tour 
a huge tent. ‘Inn’ 
some seasons ago 
Tait. 

Williamson-Tait figures on intro- 
ducing a number of new overseas’ 
shows here in 1937 
on the up. 


made a big hit 
for Williamson- 


First new one in for a 


long time is ‘Wild Violets,’ due for a | 


Melbourne opening. 
Newsreel theatrette in Sydney is 


one of the best pronositions handied | 


by Greater Union. Theatrette. under 
Peter Speight, runs at a 25c top. 
with no free list. Each program 
takes around 80 minutes. 





Miami 
* By Arthur Thomson 





Mrs. Harry Houdini a visitor. 

Hialeah Park opening 
(14). 

Gambling and bookie joints closed 
tight. 

Hirsch Jacobs still out in front as 
top bangtail trainer. 


Georges and Jalna opening at 
Roney Plaza Jan. 16. 
Joan Andrews, Carl Kent and 


Jimmie Ringer at Forge Club. 

Sammy Colt, son of Ethel Barry- 
more, scribbling on a local sheet. 

Ted Shawn and his men dancers 
nlayed recital at the Temple theatre. 

Carter’s, formerly a gambling 
house, opened again Sat. (9) as a 
restaurant. 

Jack Dempsey busy handshaking 
at his new Dempsey Vanderbilt hotel 
on the beach. 

Otto Broward, 20th Century-Fox 
director, here filming scenes for 
‘Treasure Island.’ 

Beach and Tennis Club to stay 
shuttered. Mert Wertheimer con- 
nected with Royal Palm Club. 

French Casino opens today (Wed.) 
with Jolly Coburn and Dave Miller 
orchestras providing music for danc- 
ing and shows. 

Damon Runyon appointed mayor 
of Sunny Isles. Jack Dempsey hand- 
ed the gold badge as chief of police, 
Harry Richman was commissioned 
to take charge of the fire depart- 
ment, Bill Farnsworth honored with 
the title of collector of the port, 
Georgie Price to head the town’s 
stock exchange. Appointments made 
at a stag dinner at Dempsey’s. 


Detroit 


By Pete Wemhoff 


Eddie Guest’s brother died here. 

Nan Blackstone recuping from auto 
accident injuries. 

Harry S. Goseline, Port Huron 
theatre owner, seriously ill. 

Macomb gambling spots shutter 
after inauguration of Gov. Murphy. 
_ Tourists spent $315,000,000 in Mich- 
igan during 1936, big rise over 1935. 

Wife and son of William G. Bishop, 
local MG publicity chief, died of 
pneumonia within a few days of each 
other. 

Gail Reese replaced Virginia Haig 
as warbler with Carl Ravell’s band 
at Book Cadillac Casino. Miss Haig 








| to Coast for stock work. 





Baltimore 


By Albert © vharper, Jr. 





Ina Ray Hutton booked into Hipp 
week of Feb. 12. 

Larry Schanberger competing in 
Maryland State squash championship 
tourney. 

Leonard McLaughlin in N. Y. dig- 
ging up bookings for the Maryland, 
indie legit house he operates. 

Paint and Powder Club annual 
musical, top Balto amateur show, 
will play the Maryland Easter 
week. 

Lou Lipstone in late last week to 
scout the new Benny Davis unit at 
the Hipp. Also in for a night on 
same bent was Nat Kalcheim. 





| hospital with pneumonia, 





will be made in| 


if biz continues | 





Hollywood 


George Raft bedded with the flu, 
Peggy Wood is scripting a novel, 


Tyrone Power planed in from New 
York. 


Fred Keating writing a book of 











Chic 0 humor, 
ag Sam Coslow pulling out for Europe 
| shortly. 
_ Milt Schuster back from eastern, Stanley Bergerman has purchased 
jaunt. ;a ranch. 
Dolly Kay in for 27th week at the} Muriel Evans whipped a case of 
Royale Frolics. Hl laryngitis. 


Herb Elisburg elected new prexy| Anne Jamison recuperating fr 
of the CAPA club. Pere Zee 


| an appenop. 

Blackhawk smoked up a bit last} Edward Childs Carpenter winter- 
week by a minor fire. ‘ing on Coast. 

Louis Lipstone to New York and; Jo Swerling ogling home 
back on act hunting trip. Palm Springs. 

Archie Levington new Chi man-! Bennie Bartlett bought a home in 
| Laurel Canyon. 

Christian Rub traded his yacht for 
|a valley domicile. 

Andre Carbe, European producer, 
ogling pictureland. 
greatly improved. | Mae Clarke is latest to join the 

Fritz Blocki appointed p.a. for the | Screen Actors’ Guild. adi 
Casino Parisien in the Morrison dolphe Menjous are building a 
hotel. Fills gap left by withdrawal} Palm Springs menage. 
of Willard M. Rutzen from the post | Victor Fleming underwent a minor 
to devote entire time to his hote! | OP at the Good Samaritan. : 
exec job as assistant to managing di- Alvin Worthen_underwent major 
rector Leonard Hicks. op at California Lutheran. 
Ian Hunter having his 35-foot boat 
| freighted over from England. 

Madge Evans, ill with flu for four 
days, resumed work at Metro. 

James Parker and Jean Carmean 
joined Republic’s talent school. 

Dorothy Hope here for some ar- 
ticles for her London publications. 

Jack Haskell went east to ogle 
shows and scout talent for 20th-Fox. 

Ron Ferguson, former N. Y. news- 
| paperman, joined 20th-Fox’s writing 
staff. 

Florence Browning, J. Robert 
Ruben’s sec, back to Manhattan after 


Sites in 


Bess Flynn planning extended stay 


Leo (Pop) Stevens, in a Baltimore 


| 
reported 





Unit Reviews 
PAGEANT OF YOUTH | 


(Continued from page 53) 














even in one of Bowes’ amateur 
units. It’s too bad because the 
American Pageant of Youth’ has en- 
joyed a nice radio building. 
Forty-five minute show likewise 











Thursday | 





has little marquee lure, despite fact 
it’s augmented by Lucille Page and 
a coupla other acts. The added per- 
formers grabbed what little applause 
there was at early evening show | 
caught (8). 

There’s also a dearth of costumes. 
and, save for show’s swiftness and 
a couple of creditable performers 
apportioned through bill, it would 
be an utter washout. Coupla reg- 
ular members of cast, laid low by 
the flu, couldn’t possibly have made 
it any different because, for one 
thing, the substitutes are by far the 
best of the lot. 

Pinky Mitchell, billed as ‘Candi- 
date for President,’ as an m. c. runs 
about as good as Landon did. Not 
much stuff on the ball, although he 
does succeed in moving show along 
steadily. Late in the show, how- 
ever, he does turn in a meritorious 
tap, so his evening isn’t wasted. 
Dottie Mathews, billed next to 
Mitcheli in the ballyhoo, has the 
makings of a tapper if she’d loosen 
up and don better clothes. 

Miss Page, stuck midway in the 
show, contributes some nifty acro 
hoofing, but even she doesn’t ap- 
pear up to standard. Eleven-year- 
old Frankie Brown, trumpet virtu- 
oso and another of the extra acts, 


‘| virtually brings down the house (the 


lone time during the show anything 
even approaches it) with several 
numbers, plus an encore. Kid is 
accomplished and cute. 

The Three Wiles, third added act, 
have poise and appearance plus 
some good ‘tin-plate’ tapping and 
mimicry. Their wooden soldier 
march is a honey. 

Others on the bill are Cy Boford 
and Margaret McLaren, who warble 
a love tune, aided by the ‘Tasty 
Bars’ mixed quartet; Paul Bartells, 
who has nice appearance and can 
tap oke; Judy Brent, formerly known 
as Ginger Snap, who warbles and 
offers some _ take-offs of screen 
stars; Blackie Shackner, oke har- 
monica player; Billy Pape, hill-billy 
songster who sets well; Pep, Vim and 
Vigor, female harmonizing trio, who 
dress better than majority in show, 
and Ethel Shepard, singer-tapper. 

Unit backed up by ‘Sing Me a 
Love Song’ (WB). Fair house at 
early evening show Friday 

ete. 


PEPPER MILL 


(Continued from page 58) 


Sybille Schloss may have a tougher 
time getting started, but also has 
a lot to offer. She’s a beautiful girl. 
a good singer and generally talented. 
Erika Mann, who’s the major domo 
of the outfit and a daughter of 
Nobel Prize novelist Thomas Mann, 
has a charming and pleasant per- 
sonality but probably will find ii 
easier to do more work in a writing 
way in the United States than as 
an actress. That’s something, how- 
ever, because most of the skits and 
songs she’s credited with here in- 
dicate a great deal of genuine talent. 

Rest of the cast consists of The- 
rese Giehse, a portly young woman 
who might be okay as a character 
actress; Wallace Rooney, who is a 
fair-to-middling singer: John La- 
touche, who is thoroughly amateur, 
and John Beck, who does some in- 
teresting imitations which, however, 
have a parlor entertainment flavor 
about them. 

On a night-club floor, even as is. 
it would have a much better chance. 
With a smart audience, of course. 

Kauf. 








rest here. 
After being snowed in at Yosemite 
for a week, Charles R. Rogers final- 


ly dug out. 


Lew Marin has gone to Frisco to 
exploit ‘Garden of Allah’ for David 
O. Selznick. 

Mary Rogers had to leave chore on 
‘The Last Slaver,’ at 20th-Fox be- 
cause of flu. 

Jack Meskill to Florida for the 
winter, thence to Gotham to do 
music for a show. 

Steve Pallos here handling affairs 
of Alexander Korda for some time, 
pulled out for London. 

Lynn Roberts and Jane Johnson 
had their contracts with Republic 
okayed by superior court. 

William S. Wright, production as- 
sistant to Dave Selznick, cracked his 
left elbow playing tennis. 

Fred MacMurray took some days 
off from Par’s ‘Swing High, Swing 
Low,’ because of skin poisoning. 

Richard Boleslawski and wife plan- 
ning N. Y. tryouts upon completion 
of ‘The Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ at MG. 

Fred Waring, Victor Young, David 
Broekman and Rube Wolfe spun 
yarns last week at the Holly Derby. 

Jesse Lasky’s third Nino Martini 
starrer, now bears tentative title of 
‘Song of India.’ Otherwise, the drei 
Martini. 

Victor Shapiro (Victor Mansfield) 
registered first story of 1937 with the 
Authors’ League. It was ‘The Farm- 
er’s Son.’ 

Garden Room in the Victor Hugo 
restaurant in Bevhills to be opened 
Jan. 14, when John Steinberg takes 
over the spot. 

James Hogan, Par director, had a 
two-week vacash coming, but he 
spent it in the Hollywood hosp fight- 
ing off pneumonia. 

Joel McCrea’s illness with the flu 
caused Director Al Santell to shoot 
around the actor on Par’s ‘Internes 
Can’t Take Money.’ 

Henry Wilcoxon is taking a horti- 
culture course at University of 
Southern California in L.A, He re- 
cently bought a ranch. 

Vinton Haworth suffered minor in- 
juries in an auto accident, holding 





up production on RKO’s ‘China 
Passage,’ for short time. 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen r 





C. J. Lattas celebrated 20th wed- 
ding anniversary. 

Jimmy Balmer down with flu and 
shelving a lot of poundage. 

Mrs. Jack Hooley convalescing in 
Magee hosp from pneumonia. 

Harvey Boyle, Post-Gazette sports 
editor, down with flu for a week. 

Asked to cut his band at Show 
Boat, Billy Yates preferred to walk. 

Tony Conforti on job again after 
fortnight’s struggle with his tonsils. 

Betty Dugan and Buddy Biller 
Mr. and Mrs., secretly, since last 
June. 

Joe Rubin and his old stamping 
grounds, the Club Mirador, parted 
company. 

Literary bug has hit Joe Feldman 
hard, and he’s toying around now 
with a play. 

Elmer Kenyon off on another The- 
atre Guild p.a. assignment, this time 
for ‘Jane Eyre.’ 

Tom Richards out as Roosevelt 
hotel’s promotion manager and Mau- 
rice Bigelow in. 

Wallace Munro 
scholarly essays on D’Oyly 
Opera company to drama eds. 


delivering his 
Carte 
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/ News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 











East 


Theatre Guild has decided on 
‘Amphitryon’ for Lunt and Fon- 
tanne’s next. Not until next season, 
as will road tour ‘Delight’ first. 

Bugs Baer given a birthday party 


the Krause Greater Shows, circus 
outfit, found dead on the banks of 
the Savannah river, Savannah, Ga., 
Jan. 5. 


Robert Duroy, actor, has instituted 
suit against Frank Gilmore, presi- 
dent of Actors’ Equity, for allegedly 
referring to him as an incompetent 
actor in house organ of that organ- 


tract he signed with the star in 1932 
was dismissed in the L. A. U. S. 
District court. Hayes sold the con- 
tract to the actress’ parents after he 
was adjudged bankrupt. Suit was 
brought in an attempt to set aside 
the sale. 

Elaine Jacobs Barrymore, wife of 
John, asserted in L. A. that her pres- 
ent marital troubles are not bother- 
ing her. She is to appear in a play 
which 
Francisco. 

Juanita Hansen was cleared of a 
charge of possession of narcotics in 
Los Angeles. Doctors testified pills 
taken from her purse were for pur- 
pose of alleviating pain following a 
minor operation. 








is skedded to open in San'/! 


Streamlined Trains, Plane Crashes, : 
* Snow Trips, Etc., Upping R. R. Biz 





Bull move in railroad transporta- 
ition this winter is reported in full 
|swing by various N. Y. rail ticket 
|'agencies. Major portion of this is 
‘concentrated in transcontinental 
|travel to California and to Florida 
winter resorts. 





tion, snow trains in the east and 
larger amount of coin available for 
travel all have helped. One rail- 
way authority estimated that winter 
railway travel would top any pre- 
vious year in history, 

In the matter of streamlined equip- 


Soke Marriage of Margaret Royster, | as Se ee Fe : >| e : : : ‘ . 
two days ahead of time last Thurs- | ization. noacnah Ged Gilbert 7 Wright, son Companies boasting streamlined’ | pa yo W nediper a cama gap mete 
day, with Jimmy Durante, Lou Henry King, band leader, married} of Harold Bell Wright, annulled in trains are grabbing most of this | and sleepers to keep pace with faster 


Gehrig, Jack Pearl and Gene Tunney 
as entertainers. 

Saturday afternoon opera broad- 
casts from the Met now being short- 
waved to South America. 

Erie County Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board urging Buffalo night 
club owners to cut out strip-teases 
and prevent entertainers from sitting 
at tables with customers. Restau- 
rateurs willing to cover up the nu- 
dity, but can’t see isolation of enter- 
tainers. 

New organization, United The- 
atrical and Motion Picture Workers 
of America, formed in N. Y. Wants 


to get everyone into one big union. }- 


Dick Ballou, one of the old Roxy 
gang, sets a movement on foot to 
place a plaque in the lobby of the 
Roxy theatre as a memorial to the 





to Vilma Lewis after elopement to 
Armonk, N. Y., Jan. 6. 

Premiere of ‘Eternal Road’ almost 
prevented by fire department viola- 


| L.A. 

Durinke Coolidge, 19, film player, 
| told Hollywood friends that she'd 
| taken poison. Hospital attaches said 


tions, but objections have since been | it wasn’t serious. 


removed. 


Only seven-ring circus is the sole 
property of George H. Barlow, 3rd, 


of Binghamton, N. Y. All in minia-| 


ture. He’s been working on it for 


10 years, 


Jane Withers and her mother in a 


Chester Mays, writer, telephoned 
!a Hollywood friend that he’d taken 
poison. Friend found the body be- 
| side a half-emptied glass of poisoned 
| wine. 

Joseph Walter Martin, 54, charac- 
| ter actor, was arrested in New York 


jam with the Massachusetts child | °" a forgery warrant issued in Los 


labor laws during a p. a. in Boston, 
but finished out the engagement. 
Marie Hucul, New Haven nite 
club entertainer, and her fiance, 
killed by carbon monoxide last 
week. Discovered in a parked car, 


| Angeles. 
gyp on hotels, cafe, etc. 

Harry Stafford succeeded Herman 
Munson as president of the Holly- 
wood Troupers Club. Constance 
Cornelius was re-elected vice-presi- 
dent for a fifth term. Adabella 


Alleged to have put $1,700 | 


added business, the 39-hour service |schedules and make a rapid trip com- 
! 
from Chicago to Los Angeles and | fortable, the west is leading the way, 


San Francisco being the magnet. One | with 


virtually all transcontinental 


railroad line reports that its de luxe | lines going in for it on an enormous 
streamline train for Los Angeles is | 
booked solid from now until late in| 


March. Recent airplane crack-ups 


and difficulty of maintaining sched- | 


ules in winter months all have con- 


| rail transportation, according to re- 
| ports in Manhattan. 

While the streamline equipment is 
rated as being responsible for a con- 
| siderable portion of this hike in biz, 
|recent fare cuts throughout the na- 





} 
| 
| 


scale, 

Where eastern lines to date have 
not placed any specially designed 
streamlined trains in service between 


|N. Y. and Chicago (first leg of trans- 
| tributed to influx of passengers to | 


continental trip), one line alone in 
the west has three streamlined spe- 
cials weekly serving the Pacific 
Coast, one operating daily between 
Chicago and Denver and numerous 
other streamliner schedules running 
or about to be placed in service. 


U. P.’s Heavy Biz 
With leaders and picture stars and 


but the windows were opened, sug- — ' ary a sites Prot : ; : . 
late manager. Roxy gave him his| gesting foul Shaw. Pp & en eae | MARRIAGES sist ag eager with ys film in- 
ee Pe omen oe hat gar ‘Stage Door’ to give a perform- Alexander Moseley, 48, British |_ Betty Callender to Earl Maxwell, pi yg So | a Ban bate Mage ts 

' sculptress but a former peng Be ance for the Stage Relief Fund] writer, now on the Coast and re-|in Detroit, Mich., Jan. 9. Groom is t 1. th d Retr tg” ‘ 
the | tee at! Jan, 24. ferred to in the L. A. dailies as ‘the | with sales department of WJBK. travel, tne ag ee re gr 1S oe oe 
Receiving the gold medal of the| Jimmy Cagney talking about a| father of television,’ received a/ a ee ee er oe 


National Speech Arts for diction, 
Helen Hayes revealed that her 
southern accent nearly cost her her 
first job; with William Gillette in 





stage production of' ‘Playboy of the 
Western World’ in between pictures. 


John Emery, of the Gielgud ‘Ham- | 


let,’ does an off to Hollywood. Wil- 


threat against his life, according to 

his report to police. Warning was 
| alleged to have been sent from the 
Chicago municipal airport. 








Ruby Wright te Barney Rapp in 
Newark, N. J., Jan. 6. Groom is band 
leader. 


Vilma Lewis to Henry King, Ar- 





order additional equipment. Increase 
in travel on ‘streamliners’ between 
Chicago and Los Angeles _ has 
prompted one line, the Union Pacific, 

























































































































































‘Dear Brutus.’ Cured herself by/liam Roehrick replacing him as} oo ee eo ner enenee monk, N. Y., Jan. 6. Groom is or-|to build two new giant, all-stream- 
t reading Shakespeare’s sonnets aloud Laertes, giving Guildernstern to | Baris Sasuan at mal 4 Hop- cl estra leader. line, equipped trains, each to be a 
F _— of a = ge Whitner Bissell. Stanley Gould) hey is a cousin of Glenda Farrell. Betty Mitchell and Rene Gekiere | @@rter of a mile in length. 
rover Whalen announces he has| moves in as Lucianus, vacated by|" More than 200 punchboards, pin| in Chicag J 1 ge ge ace Each will be about as long as the 
> already received 5,000 applications | Bissell. de lot Phi ] ed at ae Setremare One: Ove, Ep Bride is with average freight train, and because of 
¥ for concessions at the N. Y. World’s eo . .s _| games and siot machines, vaiued al! RCA Victor recording offices in Chi- 7 She warn, es 
Fair IP 2 WPA shaking up its musical units.| $10,000, confiscated by the L. A. cago; groom is Chi NBC a this several dining cars will be 
, etietie -s y . | No reduction in personnel. | county sheriff’s office. No arrests. ; - announcer. | ited throughout the length of the 
) Concert managers and organiza- ; : : p 4 £ 
1 tions formed a new society to be Court authorizes Mme. Frances to | Elaine Barrie sued in L. A. for Jeannette Lee Gibbons to Walker trains, so passengers won’t have to 
called Concerts Association of Amer. |S¢Tve Ethel Barrymore in a debt} $10,000 over traffic accident by a) Harman, in Las Vegas, Dec. 31. Bride | take a walk in order to eat. Same 
. 2 : body R gg mon Sante ee” seen | "aie Lae actress, divorced pith a actress and groom is a| road has corralled so much Denver- 
7 Unidentified man dropped dead in | Dressmaker wants $314, balance on| from William Whyte-Thacher, Oras ae ee . Chicago traffic with its daily over- 
the Roxy theatre. N. Y., J 4 $314, : Vera Van dio singe : 
e Suit , A $50 000 aetalnet’ ath Cen la $1,914 bill. Chinese interpreter, in L. A. | Ward eaent ‘lon 0c ie Bee rey ap tse fiyer that no extra 
ee ay aici ager hag roe - : ; Bbre a, , - ¥, In Ss Angeles. | fare is required. 
; SP roel ter ie Cook nate ae: oie | Metropolitan Midocuan of Ate. con | Milared Bice to Murray Bolen at|""A hint of what the Miami season 
. “a ¥ for his < Ss : 2 > Nauaw. (Salt , . 
S son Israel, claimed the child’s civil | certs, given a scroll Saturday to| N. ¥. Hosps to Benefit premier gtr ageben a a ped ho — saan rae rege ps 
>, rights were impaired when he was|mark the start of his 20th season. 4 4 station FRE, San | fac at immediately after the holi- 
mugged in a crowd for background! Vincent Warzawski, Buffalo tenor, From Birthday Dances | Francisco. Groom is technician-pro- | days transportation to the resort be- 
n purposes in a film. awarded $4,300 on his contention | ae k . h the | 2ucer: Bride is on the business staff. | came unusually heavy. The Atlantic 
wi Charles C. Pet h f wae ; “ . | Not generally nown that re oak. t : : ‘ 
ic P- aries U. Fe tijohn of the Hays | that he lost his voice when his truck | President’s birthday dances split arbara en 0 Montgomery | Coast Line flyer to Miami Saturday 
— resigned as special counsel, | collided with another. aiamead $0.90 hates. ten Watts Mohn at San Francisco, Calif., Dec. | (2) went cut in 10 sections, a record 
- oan Ut vas tee chair- | United Parents Assn., N. Y., mak- | sewiny (Ga) > ee sre 25. Bride is a singer. Groom is an|high for the run of any train, ae- 
‘ ts Maerinne NY. ieee dee ok ing 2 survey of bce pentare hownte. | or ak te tena camnieie; ta Vine actor employed by local NBC studios. ' cording to railroad men, 
ys ports that his annual Christmas a. a a lwith this, two mammoth curative | j 
is parties for children were political -” — sateen ; } Is f infantil lvsi rill be | == " ee wee 
ae the Nek te Wy attabit ts . Visits to N. Y. theatres being mad } pools for infantie paralysis wi =5 ee 
7 cone sree cad Aes <a 8 The- by ‘Briarcliff shades in lieu a | built in Manhattan (Bellevue hospi- | 2: £ 
n Will of the res Mare Klaw. who | forums, lectures or concerts at the} tal) and _another adjoining some | 8 CW OY eatres 
i. died in England, filed in probate college. Brooklyn institution. , : 
id court here. Estate of ‘more thar Pee ee See = Monte Proser has been appointed ~- sescapooconsonene one : 
in $10,000’ goes to his widow, Mrs. executive director to handle the . 
xi og tr hing Bett eee ae Coast shows in connection. 
of Wednesday mat. on Jan. 20 to the 
ei next day to give actors with other| Robert Taylor and late Irvin 
1) ge ama mats. a chance to look at | Thalberg included in third probe, BIRTHS 
er. ; re . 
ie Sol Buchman, trumpet player in a | president of U.S. Junior Chamber | in Chiesso, Dee. 30, ‘Father is’ chiet | 1) 
nh Harlem night club, in magistrate’s Pee blisher 80, fag - ; : 
; of Commerce, an » &. pu *| of Globe Poster Co. in Chicago 
: court last week when a_ neighbor | of 12 outstanding younger men of the 7 : ote mt 
- charged his practicing threw her |nation. Howes, who edits America’s| Mr. and Mrs. Frank Davis, son, | A | 
ed baby into convulsions. Not only | Young Men and American Women, Jan. 2, in Los Angeles. Mother is | : 
es ae = ee yee poe: makes the selections as a hobby. Tess Slesinger, film Prato and | : ) 
irs, his sister umped the F ife of J. P. McEvoy filed | father is associate producer at Met. | ; 
a : : ormer wife of J. P. Mc y 
piano and his father wrestled with +. 3 5 : - M d Mrs. R ll Walk 
he ’ suit in Los Angeles for $10,039 al r. an rs. Russe alker, son, | | 
Yd a — tas Ge ’ leged back alimony. They were} in Philadelphia, December 24. Mother | 
his leshares at Cavan ge _ p oh divorced in 1932. McEvoy recently| was Mary Carson, who, until re- | 
lu spotted the Beck for his na Slagle. wed Margaret Santry, writer. _ |ecently, was assistant program di- | 
ot RCA Vi ’ 7 : " Danish friends of Jean Hersholt in| rector of WIP, Philadelphia. ; 
es ) ee Phil lecake-an 0 isies Gar Southern California presented a/ wy d Mrs. Buddy Harak. daugh 
| me - ilharmonic on a spring tour | > eg A r. an rs. Buddy Marak, daugh- , 
: nave fallen through "ocean ras | sUverplaave, to he, scorn AF yer, dan, 3 in Hallywood. Father is MTA? CACNEY] || PARAMOUNT.20%%. 
‘ 0 have . . : é 5 aU . , > z 
of oa but he’ll be busy social and charitable endeavors. | Of vaude team of Alexander and) ; ort “THE PLAIN = 
_ Truck fire in Elizabeth, N. J., last | Hersholt, has been in Holly wood | Harak. pe eee ; SMAN 
week resulted in the loca of about | Since 1913. |_ Mr. and Mrs, Jo Glenn Jarms, son, | ‘Great Guy With GARY COOPER 
nat $50,000 worth of raw film stock being| _ Mistinguett has arrived on the| in Minona, Ia., Dec. 16. Father is) $d SMASH WEEK! and JEAN ARTHUR 
~ moved from the Du Pont plant at | Coast to ogle the sights. Denied she| pres. of outdoor circus company | oN fun arace-. 
. ym was going into pictures. oe bearing his name. RAY NOBLE iat 
rmy holding auditions for 24 Darinka Kulich, 19-year-o ugo- To Mr. and Mrs. George Alston  ewara 45:*Opens 8A.M.* MIDNITE SHOWS : 
ey ee to go to the Canal Zone. | slavian actress, attempted to end -_ Stevens, son, in Philadelphia, Dec. | His Orchestra 
omedy which Phil Dunning was | life by swallowing poison in th€/o7 Father is announcer at WFIL, |g « , and ” 
writing with Clarence Buddington| L. A. home of Vincent Coniff. as- |<)". | GOD’S COUNTRY *** WOMAN 
elland may go straight to films in- | sistant film director. At the Queen | Philly. ta Ng ge Een 
stead of via stage. of Angels hospital it was said she | 25c to 1 pm. | MEN ARE NOT GODS” 
Barney Rapp, band leader, married | Would recover. 
. to Rub igh c Irene Fenwick Barrymore gave , Admen MIRI 
- Jan. Se” tiewemoenian ie te Wal Mrs. Katherine Sturges, family em- | new an eanrall HOPKINS and 
nd Indies. *" | ploye, $5,000, and the remainder of | eee . | Tae A ti mad DE LAWRENCE 
N. Y. W \ i her estate, valued at more than ontinued from page Doors Open 9:30 a.m.) | UNITED 
in telephone Seihanee tie waste Estab. $10,000, to her husband. Lionel Bar- SATURDAY MORNING AT 9:30 AnTists R iV 0 Li "an en 
lished in Flushing, it will be known | TYmOre. according 1 oie er heirin. |t Show ‘em how. And got shown. | “BLACK LEGION” 
rts as WO on the dial system. _ tc hee father. Charles Frizell, |5°Cial glamour of Hollywood has |——— ——erneeenreniepen oe 
wa. Randolph Hearst gets the fiving in Chicago. — ‘| traditionally been too rich for new- | 
ow ions largest salary, with ap-| Jennie, 8,000-lb. elephant, in pic-|comers. They, rather than the es- CAPITOL || BADIO 
“- Senrenintei eee Be gig to tures for 22 years, died in Los An- | tablished people who take the colony | ~ ane 4 crry MUSIC HALL 
er . . x ngures. les from pneumonia. Jennie had! and j; avs in their strid th 3 RD] WILLIAM POWELL “ 
te Hollywoodites “aise” fe | ge = on | nde sears So ats eee ee ee ee LLOYDS OF 
oe nently in +a Fy A ae aga ces aah SonaE mpoupenene huring | ee ee Se | ‘AFTER THE THIN MAN’ 
last cana Ford denies any connection been in ‘Charge of the Light Brigade,’ | Several recent transcontinental LONDON” 
hi ook ‘The International Jew,’ | “Tarzan Escapes,’ and ‘Arizona Ma-| Programs have sounded to eastern Coming —GARBO-TAYLOR 
ing ished in Germany. Samuel] honey,’ Body will be placed in the | ears like they were put together be- in “CAMILLE” t : 
U y y Spectacular Stage Productions 
ted eo made the statement on|], A. Museum. oe | tween cocktails on a swimming pool 
“Mies Barney Stevens was arrested in| patio ‘ acanagia — 
nan Farnsworth Televisi Cc f ti ; ; patio. | | 
an - erevision orp. of) Hollywood in connection with a ‘hot : ati : = 
OW Philadelphia, Pa., will launch a series | saddle’ bunco ring. Ring promised gee relationship = — — bewry- ~ vag 
of test broadcasts from new studios | customers that such a saddle, charged | ®5 €™Mployers gives the radio lads 6 Oe Ps 
he- W — the month. — with electricity, would make the nags | from the Grand Central zone imme- MAE WEST ONE INA 
‘me mae! d McCord, girl who led 400/ run faster. diate entry into the inner social MILLION” 
. ms Pie a burning theatre, for Marlene Dietrich’s double, Carole} circles of the film colony. Ingenues “GO WEST YOUNG 
au- La Guardia given a job as matron} have her me changed to Carole ’ wr . : ; 
y Loew Theatre exec, Charles Mos- Carroll. 5 4 j radio cant Gistingwim: & rate &- On the — 25° se | MARTY MAY ond 
h kowitz. ; Jack Hayes’ $500,000 suit against |ector from an agency partner any- he | FATS WALLER §  9=478°™ 17. | EDWAKD RICKARD 
arte en Krause, 57-year-old head of! Shirley Temple in regard to a con- | how. _—_— — 


























“in” which 


‘tain Blood,’ ‘Backfire,’ ‘Brides Are 
-Like That,’ 


VARIETY 


OBITUARY 


Wednesday, January 13, 1937 











BARNEY FAGAN 

Barney Fagan, 86, one of the out- 
standing minstrel producers and per- 
formers of his day, died in the Percy 
Williams Home, Islip, L. I, Jan. 12, 
of the infirmities of age. 

Fagan was chiefly noted as a stager 
of big minstrel numbers in a day 
when most big effects originated in 
minstrelsy, and his Phantom Guards 
was his most ambitious effort. He 
was never without employment and 
the show with which he was con- 
nected was usually the outstanding 
contender of the season. Himself 
a finished dancer, he both led and 
staged the numbers. 





With the decline of minstrelsy he 
turned, as did many others, to vaude- 
ville, but with a more pronounced | 
success, working with his wife, the | 
late Henrietta Byron, in a novelty | 
she made elaborate cos- | 
tume changes for each chorus of one | 
song. 

He has recently been a guest of 
the Percy Williams Home. He suf- 
fered from heart weakness and had 
trouble with his locomotion, but his 
mind remained keenly active and 
only a couple of weeks ago, when 
visited by Joe Laurie, Jr., he was 
able to supply names and dates with- 
out the slightest hesitation. 





ROSS ALEXANDER 

Ross Alexander (Smith), 29, War- 
ners contract actor, shot himself to 
death Jan. 2, in his home near Hol- 
lywood. Despondency over the sui- 
cide of his first wife, Aleta Freile, 
Dec. 6, 1935, was given by friends 
as the reason for the act. 

Alexander was born in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., and entered the theatre pro- 
fesh when he was 18. His first part 
was in ‘Enter Madame’ with Blanche 
Yurka. He had spots in ‘That’s Gra- 
titude,’ ‘The Stork Is Dead,’ ‘Honey- 
moon,’ ‘No Questions,’ ‘The Party’s 
Over,’ and ‘Let Us Be Gay.’ 

He started in pictures at Para- 
mount in 1931 in ‘The Wiser Sex.’ 
Later he went under contract to 
Warners and appeared in several 
pictures, including: ‘Flirtation Walk,’ 
‘Gentlemen Are Born,’ ‘Maybe It’s 
Love,’ ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ 
‘Crashing Society,’ ‘We’re In the 
Money,’ ‘Shipmates Forever,’ ‘Cap- 


‘I Married a Doctor,’ 
‘Loudspeaker Lowdown,’ and ‘China 
Clipper.’ 

His widow, Anne Nagel, actress, to 
whom he was married last Septem- 
ber, and his parents survive. 





LEO HOYT (PULASKI) 

Leo Hoyt was found dead in his 
room in New York Jan. 3, the chair 
in which he was reading and the 
bed having been consumed by fire, 
probably set ablaze by a cigaret. 
Indications are that his heart failed 
before the fire started. Smoke seeped 
into other rooms but it was two 
hours before the origin was dis- 
covered. 

Hoyt appeared in ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose,’ playing the part of Solomon 
Levi on tour for five years. Pre- 
viousty’ he appeared in several A. H. 
Woods productions, stock and vaude- 
ville, teamed mostly with Sam Hy- 
ams. For a number of seasons he 
appeared in burlesque under the 
management of Jacobs & Jermon 
and with Bert Baker’s ‘Bon Tons,’ 
during the time Hal Skelley-.and 





Lester Allen were in the cast. Hoyt 
made a small part stand out in “The 
Wonderbar’ with Al Jolson. He was 
also in David Belasco’s ‘Blind Win- 
dows.’ which was*tried out’ but did 
not: come to Broadway. 

He was a brother of Jack Pulaski 
‘of Variety, and Alice,P. Glazer of 
Beverly Hills. 


‘ 





LOTTIE BLAIR PARKER 

Lottie Blair Parker, 78, author of 
‘Way Down East,’ one of the out- 
“ standing dramatic successes of its 
rigd, died in her home in Great 
Neck, : 1, Jan. 5. She was the wife 
of -Harry Doel Parkgr,. for, many 
years on William A. Brady’s business 
staff. She was also the author of 
‘Under Southern Skies,’ ‘A War Cor- 
respondent,’ ‘Lights of Home’ and 
‘The Redemption of David Corson.’ 
-*Kast’ was sold outright to William 
A. Brady, and she realized only the 


- original purchase price from a play 


which netted huge sums. It has twice 
been made into a picture. 

She was a member of the then fa- 
mous Boston Theatre Stock and had 
supported McCullough, Boicicault, 
Mary Andersgn, 


She left the stage when she won 
favorable mention in a prize play 
contest in which she won a produc- 
tion, though not the prize award. 





MARTIN JOYCE 
Martin Joyce, 22, film actor, died 
in Los Angeles Jan. 2 from injuries 


JACK DRUCKER 

Jack Drucker, 53, vet theatrical 
trade paper reporter and advertising 
man, was found dead in a New York 
rooming house Jan. 10. Death was 
attributed to a heart attack, Drucker 
having suffered from a cardiac ail- 
ment for the past few years. 

One of his first positions in show 
business was as vaudeville editor of 
Billboard, starting around 1910. He 
later drifted into the advertising end 
and came to Variety when the latter 
purchased the Clipper. For a num- 


ber of years he shifted from one} 
doing man- 
agerial and publicity work in be-| 


trade paper to another, 
tween advertising jobs. He 
quite recovered from the _ shock 
caused by the death of his wife, fol- 
lowed by real estate and stock losses 
in the ’29 crash. 

Drucker came into show business 
quite naturally. Sam Collins 
Hart), deceased, was his uncle. Dis- 
tantly related was Maggie Cline, 
Samuel Gompers, late head of the 
American Federation of Labor, was 
his uncle. Drucker’s parents, three 
sisters and a brother survive. 

Burial in Maple Grove cemetery, 
Queens, today (Wednesday). 





MILTON E. GREENWOOD 

Milton E. Greenwood, 53, general 
studio manager at Metro in Holly- 
wood, died Jan. 4 in Beverly Hills 
from a heart attack. He had been 
at studio since the merger of Metro, 
Goldwyn and Mayer units in 1924. 

Greenwood had been in ill health 
for a year and one-half. He took a 
leave of absence in August, 1935, and 
went to Portland, Ore., to recuper- 
ate. He suffered a relapse and re- 
mained there until four months ago. 

After working in Texas and the 
Pacific Northwest as a railroad con- 
struction engineer, Greenwood joined 
Louis B. Mayer at the old Mission 
Road studio in Los Angeles in 1920. 
When he swung over to Metro he 
functioned as business manager, 
handling contract details. He under- 
went an abdominal operation sev- 
eral years ago from which he never 
fully recovered. 

Greenwood was born in La Place, 
Ala. Widow and son, John, 16, sur- 
vive, 





HOUSTON N. MORGAN 

Houston N. Morgan, 78, former 
actor, playwright, lawyer and Re- 
publican politician was buried in 
Mt. Lebanon Cemetery, St. Louis, 
last week Spllowing death at Masonic 
Home. 

He wrote 
and 
both fairly successful. He came to 
St. Louis in 1907 as mgr. of early 
picture theatres and operator of two 
others but lost about $35,000 in ven- 
ture. Morgan suffered loss of right 
arm in acting in ‘Uncle Josh Spruce- 
by’ at Marengo, Ill. in 1894. Part 
called for him to tie his wife in 
play to a log about to pass through 
sawmill. Morgan slipped after saw 
was started and threw arm against 
saw to steady himself. He “later 
served as Warden of City Work- 
house. 

His widow, a ‘duaibies a brother 
and sister survive: 

FRANK cooK , 

Prank Cook, 63, veteran circus 
man, died Jan. 11, at the Polyclinic 


‘The Irish Aristocrat’ | 


“hospital, New York, of heart disease. 


He had been ill for three weeks. 

Cook for the past 30 years was 
legal adjuster for the Barnum & 
Bailey-Ringling Bros. Circus, having 
started originally with the B. & B. 
outfit and moving over with the 
merger. Though not a member of 
the. bar, he had a comprehensive 
knowledge of law. 

Funeral services to be held Jan. 14 
at the Park West Memorial Chapel, 
-N. Y., with cremation to follow. 

Widow and daughter, besides son 
and daughter from first marriage, 
survive. 





FANNY ADDISON PITT .e: 
Fanny Addison Pitt, 93, died at the 
Edwin Forrest Home, Philadelphia, 
Jan. 7. She had been active on the 
stage for 45 years and was widely 
known, apearing with most of the 
leading actors of her day. She re- 
tired eight year ago to become a 
guest of the home. 
A son, Addison Pitt, also of the 





Genevieve Ward | 
/and others and appeared 


in nu-|! 
pT 
merous important road combinations. | zhejmer. 31 





received in an auto accident, 


stage, and two daughters survive. 
Funeral services were held Monday 
in Philadelphia. 





ISOBEL C. BEROLZHEIMER 
Mrs. Isobel Carothers  Berol- 
, the ‘Lu’ of the Clara, 
Lu and Em radio broadeast, died in 
Evanston, Ill., Jan. 8, of a heart com- 
plaint. 

The broadcast was an amplication 
of a college stunt and was commenced 
in 1930. 

Surviving are her 
adopted son, her 
brothers and a sister. 


husband, 
parents, 


an 


ALBERT JOHNSON MEREDITH 

Albert Johnson Meredith, 74, died 
at Wheeling, W. Va., Jan. 7. He was 
for many years an acrobat first with 
his own wagon show and later with 
the Harris Nickel Plate and the 
Great Wallace shows. 

Later with his wife, Margaret Con- 


|lon, he entered vaudeville with an 
| impalement act, known as the Mere- 





| 


never | 


(and | 


diths and toured vaudeville theatres 
in this county, England and Aus- 
tralia. 


In late years he has operated a | 


costume business at Wheeling. 





AL EVANS 

Al Evans, organist at Loew’s State 
theatre, in Houston, Texas, died Jan. 
3 following a paralytic stroke. 
Funeral services and burial took 
place Jan. 6 in Atlanta, where he 
had played at Fox, Loew’s Grand 
and Paramount theatres for a num- 
ber of years previous to his removal 
to Texas, 

Active as a radio. entertainer, 
Evans was preparing to open 
organ and piano studio in Houston at 
the time he was stricken. 

Two daughters survive. 





MRS. DENNIS F. O’BRIEN 

Wife of Capt. Dennis F. O’Brien, 
one of the most prominent attorneys 
in show business, died of pneumonia 
Jan. 11, at her home in Yonkers, 
N. Y. Counsellor himself was sim- 
ilarly afflicted with the same dis- 
ease, but is now on the way to recov- 
ery. Shock of Mrs. O’Brien’s passing 
caused doctors to order him back to 
bed. Deceased was 63. Couple had 
been married 32 years. Funeral 
ceremony will be held tomorrow 
(Thursday) at St. Denis church, 
Yonkers, 





RALPH EDMUNDS 
Ralph Edmunds, for many years 
publicity director for the Metropoli- 
tan Opera and more recently busi- 


Philharmonic, died in Philadelphia 
Jan. 3. For a time he was manager 
of WRC, Washington. 

He was at the Met during the 
regimes of Maurice Grau and Hein- 


latter retired, his last season being 
*09-'10. 

His widow and two daughters sur- 
vive, 





FREDERICK BOYER 





|don, Dec. 28. He was the author 


| of ‘The Windmill Man,’ a Christmas | 
‘The Wizard of Wall Street,’ | theatrical attraction which has been 


revived anhually for the past 12 
years. 


He began writing songs at the age | 


|of 16, and his name appears on over 


600 ditties, one of his most-famous 
being ‘Sister. Mary Jane’s Topnote.’ 

He is survived by a son and two 
daughters. The girls married two 
sons of Dan Leno. 

WILLIAM S. POWER 

William S. Power, 72, executive 
assistant to~H..T. Ewald, president 
of Campbell-Ewald ad agency, died 
Jan. 9 in Detroit. . Former newspa- 
perman, Power was formerly asso- 
ciated with Theodore F. MacManus 
agency and later founded the-Power, 
Alexander & Jenkins ad agency, dis- 
solved in 1922, 

~ Surviving ¢ are, widow, two brothers 
and two- sisters. Burial Jan. 12 in 
Pittsburgh. 





+ one =~ 





LEO REICHENBACH 
Leo Reichenbach, 67, former mgr. 





of old Standard Theatre, .burlesk 
house, was buried (Dec. 29), fol- 
owing .death. at. his home. in | St. 
Louis, after long illness. Reichenbach 
was mgr. of Standard Theatre for 
30 years prior to its closing in. 1921. 
He engaged in the insurance busi- 
ness until several years ago when 
ill health caused his retirement. 

His widow, two brothers and, a 
sister survive, 





HARRIET WEEMS 
Harriet Weems, 7i, former 
Shakesperean actress, died in New 
York Jan. 5. She made- her -stage 
debut in 1889 with Creston Clark 
and had been leading woman to 
Louis James, Walker Whiteside and | 
Thomas W. Keene. Retiring from | 
the stage she became a dramatic} 
reader under the N. Y. Board of 
Education. 
Her funeral was under the aus- 
pices of the Actors’ Fund. 





NESTOR EDWIN GAGNON 


Nestor Edwin Gagnon, 65, known | 


professionally as member of the 
team of Nestor and Vincent, died 





ANDREW M. WHITE 





Andrew M. White, 54, builder of | 
‘several theatres 


N. J. 


| 
an | 


ness manager of the Philadelphia | 


rich Conreid, dropping out when the | 


Frederick Boyer, 87, died in Lon- | 


‘|| Howard--Bariowe, 


Dec. 24 in the French Hospital, N. Y. | 


in South Jersey, | 


PETER MAGARO 

Peter Magaro, 56, one of Central 
Pennsylvania’s first motion picture 
men, distributor and later exhibitor, 
died Jan. 2 in Miami. 

He had been in ill health since the 
summer of 1935 when he was injured 
in an automobile accident while 
driving from his home in Harrisburg, 
Pa., to his summer residence in At- 
lantie City. 





CHARLES O. CAPUTO 

After more than a year’s illness, 
Charles O. Caputo, 54, trombone 
soloist and orchestra conductor, died 
Jan. 9 at his home in Pittsburgh. 
| Born in Italy, he came to this coun- 
try in 1900 and shortly after joined 
| the Sousa band as a soloist and 





|traveled afterward with the Vladimir | 


| Kryl 


| orchestra and other famous 


musical aggregations, 
FRANK CRAWFORD 
| Frank Crawford, veteran salesman 
for RKO, Des Moines, died in a 
physician’s office in Fort Scott, Kans., 
last. week. He was accompanied by 
Mrs. Crawford on a pleasure trip to 
the Southwest at the time. 

Mr. Crawford had lived in Des 
Moines 38 years, most of which time 
he had been a film salesman, 





CLIFFORD BARTLETT 

Chifford Bartlett, 33, died in Lon- 
don over the Christmas holidays of 
influenza. 

He had appeared in many plays 
and films, also for the British Broad- 
casting Corp. His last London ap- 
pearance was in ‘Lady Precious 
Stream.’ 

VAN AVERY 

Van Avery, formerly Van and Car- 
rie Avery, minstrel and radio man, 
died in Philadelphia, Jan. 4. Follow- 
ing a long stage career, he turned 
to radio writing and for the past 
six years had been turning out 
scripts for WFIL. His body was 
taken to Chicago for interment. 

His mother survives. 





JOHN E. HARGREAVES 

John E. ‘Happy’ Hargreaves, 49, for 
10 years a circus clown, but more re- 
cently stage carpenter at the RKO 
Strand, Yonkers, died in that city 
Dec. 31. He held membership in the 
IATSE, and was one of the founders 
of the Yonkers local. 

He is survived by his mother, four 
sisters and a brother. 








BENJAMIN KRAUSE 

Benjamin Krause, southern show- 
man, committed suicide in Savannah, 
Ga., Jan. 4. 

While changing trains at the Union 
| Railway station he eluded his broth- 
Ler, who, was. taking him north to a 
sanitarium, and was not seen again 
until his body was recovered from 
the Savannah river the next morn- 
ing. 





OLLIE DEBROW 

Ollie _Debrow, one time vaude- 
ville andminstrel actor, dfed-in pov- 
erty at Houston, Texas, Jan. 5. 

He was starred in Al” G. Field’s 
Minstrels and was the first husband 
of Jessie Reed, forme? Follies show- 
girl. ~ 

A daughter, “Ann Debrow, survives. 

ROBERT N. BEERS 

Robert N., Beers, 40, who had 
played trumpet in-the orchestras of 
Vincent Lopez, B. A. Rolfe and 
died in Rome, 





N:. Y.,' Jan, 4. 

He had also played in the Sousa 
and Pryor bands. Iil” health caused 
his retirement about two years ago. 





PERRY VEKROFF 

Perry Vekroff, 56, one-time silent 
film director, died Jan. 3 in Holly- 
wood from heart disease. He ap- 
peared on the stage with Ruth Chat- 
terton in ‘The Green Hat,’ and made 
his film debut in the old Lubin com- 
pany. Widow and one son survive. 





- ITALO PICCHI _ 

Italo Picchi, 60, operatic basso, 
died‘ in Cincinnati Jan. 3 of spinal 
meningitis. 

He sang at the Metropolitan for 
| nine seasons and in-recent years 
| had appeared in the Zoo productions 
locally. 








| WILLIAM BLATCHFORD 

| William O. Blatchford, 50, stage 
actor, died in Los Angeles, Dec, 30. 

| Blatchford, a native of Pittsburgh, 

| had lived in California 15 years. 

He played the sheriff for 16 months 
in ‘The Drunkard’ at the L. A. The- 

| atre Mart, . 


| 





| EUGENE KAUFMAN 

|. Eugene. H. Kaufman, 68, film ex- 
| porter, died Jan. 5 in Hollywood 
Cremation followed. 


two | died Jan. 9 at his home in Camden, | two sons, Eugene, Jr., and Emil, had | 
| been a Coast resident for 16 years, 


He is survived by his widow and | 


a 


——.. 
RAY McDERMOTT 
Ray McDermott, 37, pianist of the 
King’s Jesters, radio and vaude sing. 
ing band, died Jan, 2, in St. Francis 
Hospital, Chicago, of pneumonia. 
Burial at the Civic Cemetery, Cin. 
cinnati. 





GEORGE BROADHURST 
George Broadhurst, veteran tramp 
comedian of burlesque, died Jan. 4 
in Philadelphia. Until a few weeks 
ago he was appearing at Troe Thea. 
tre in that city. 
His wife survives. 





CLARENCE EDDY 
Clarence Eddy, 86, Chicago concert 
organist who is credited to having 
played for more persons than any 
other organist in America, 
| Chicago, Jan. 10. 


AL SWINDELL 


died in 


Al Swindell, Paramount studio 
property man, died in Los Angeles, 
| Jan, 5, from pneumonia. He had 
| been employed at Paramount for 11 
years. 


J. GRESHAM MACHEN 
Rev. J. Gresham Machen, 55, con- 
ductor of the Westminster Seminary 
Hour for last two years over WIP, 
Philadelphia, died Jan. 1 in Bismark, 
N. Dakota. 





Son, four, of Harold Erichs, busi- 
ness manager of VarRIETy, died at the 
Medical Center, N. Y., Jan. 7, after 
a valiant fight which lasted nine 
weeks. Four specialists were in 
attendance i :rouzhout and were 
amazed at th child’s. resistance 
powers. Several times the doctors 
stated he could not live but he ral- 
lied from a body infection originat- 
ing in the sinus tract. Pneumonia 





set in and he could not further 
resist. 
Mrs. Ina Beattie McKenzie, wife 


of Maurice McKenzie, executive as- 
sistant to Will H. Hays, died Jan. 10, 
after a long illness. 





Mother, 70, of Duncan Cassell, aide 
to B. B. Kahane at Columbia, died in 
Los Angeles, Jan, 10. 





Harry J. Althouse, 65, father of 
Paul Althouse, Metropolitan tenor, 
died in Reading; Pa., Jan. 7. 





HERE AND THERE 


(Continued from page 44) 


Elaine James, of Merchantville, N. J., 
non-pro. 





Oyster Shell Products, 
Husband & Thomas, 
stations to its list. 
handles, 


through 
adding farm 
David Evans, v.p., 


- ————= 


Dolores Hanford, soprano, lately 
airing from WMCA, New York, re- 
turning to WICC; Bridgeport. 





‘Garo W. Ray, chief engineer of 
WICC, Bridgeport, installing Connec- 
ticut’s first horseshoe control panel. 





Abe Salinger ork ‘airing trio of 
dansapations weekly * thrgtigh WFIL 
from Benny the Bum’s new nitery, 
aoe 


- Oe. woe 





stan Lee Broza,-"program director 
of WCAU, Philly, : back at. factory 
after severe illness. ae 


Jack McCarthy TS Hal Hu- 
bert as - announeer is. WMBC, De- 
troit. .~ 





Jas. C. Hanrahan, former mer of 
KRNT, is visiting his mother in Des 
Moines. 





WHO, Des Moines, now doing 
community singing on Saturday night 
Barn Dance Frolic. Directed by 
Norman’ Moon, assisted by Lem Tur- 
ner and Stan. Widney. 





Dr. Cirt | Rogosinski, pianist, 
forced to quit Germany, is now on 
the artists staff of WHO, Des Moines. 





Blanche Scott joins WSAY, Roch- ‘ 
ester, N. Y., to write and broadcast 
a shopping program, ‘Round Roch- 
ester with Roberta.’ - 





Leigh Tanger is creating and pro- 
; ducing a series of dramatic sketches 
titled ‘Village Stroller’ for WSAY, 
Rochester, N. Y, 

Arthur Church and frau off shortly 
on an extended vacash in southern 
waters. 

Lucidin (eye lotion) account now 
handled by Platt-Forbes, and usin 
| radio, 








, 





salesman of WIP 
(15) for two 


Charles Kaplan, 
Philly, leaves Friday 
| months in California, 
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Rice Rediscovers Janette Dupree 
And Tells of Lost Opportunity 





+ 


By BILL RICE 
San Fernando, Calif., Jan. 5. 
Ben Austin, the dean of the circus 
general agents, is business manager 


of the San Francisco Islam Shrine 
Circus, to be held in the Civic Audi- 
torium March 13-21. Austin and 
Jake Neumann, when they owned 
the Gentry Bros. Circus, promoted 
the Dallas Shrine Circus that made 
net over $50,000 and that’s regular 
money any time for a seven-day 
show. Bob Morton was the one that 
got them the contract, and he man- 
aged the concessions. Morton then 
started his Shrine circus that op- 
erated almost four years, with hardly 
a lay off. 

Mailed out 30 outlines of the Rice 
& Dore Water Carnival, the largest 
show that ever showed on the rivers 
to various folks at the studios that 
might use it for a background. Just 
one answer ‘not interested,’ but I'll 
take off my hat for that to Pete 
Smith of MGM. 


Janette Dupree made the headlines 
in Los Angeles last week. That re- 
minded me of her husband, Beef Trust 
Billy Watson, who was an ‘Uncle Sam 
Clown’ with the T. K. Burke Circus 
in 1893 and I was a punk doing 
Punch and magic in the kid show 
and had saved up my first grand. 
Billy wanted me to go in with him 
on Watson Sisters burlesque show 
that he had a line of paper for. I 
was too proud of my first thousand 
dollars and would not shoot, but 
Watson got Sefton of ‘Where did you 
get that hat?’ fame and never was 
headed after that. 


Cradle of Talent 


Last time I saw the late Prince 
Kokin, the Japanese juggler, was in 
Chester, Pa., and he was operating a 
market at the time. His daughter, 
Mignonette, was then in vaudeville. 
He had a troupe of 10 Japanese with 
the T. K. Burke Circus and it sure 
was an act. That show, by the way, 
sure had a lot of folks that made 
good even if it was a 10c and 20c 
circus. Jim Goodrich (Zeno) Pick- 
erett Bros., Ed Burke of Foley and 
Burke, Tom Ford, Rod Harris, Jim 
Dilks, Edna Cramer, Gus Fairbanks, 
the Flying Bicketts, Serpentello, 
Evans and Dorman, Ferd Cramer, 
Geo. Rollins, Art Hungerford and did 
I have a ‘Stage name,’ I was Martine 
LeRoy, no less. 

Pacific Coast Showmen’s Assn. is 
going to give its past president, Patty 
Conklin, a great blowout when he 
arrives in Los Angeles the night of 
Jan. 11. The greatest array of talent 
ever in a minstrel show was the Friars 
Minstrel, Just think, first set of end 
men, Richard (Dick) Carle, Ray- 
mond Hitchcock; in the middle, 
James J. Corbett. Second set, Lew 
Dockstader, Honey Boy Evans; in 
the center, DeWolf Hopper and last, 
but not- least, Willie Collier, George 
M. Cohan and Jerry Cohan as in- 
terlocutor. In the circle, Julian 
Eltinge, Chauncey Olcott, Andrew 








Mack. That Quartet, and others I 
can’t remember, but most everyone | 
had their own three sheet. George | 
Cohan produced the show, and that’s | 
what started the Cohan and Harris’ | 
Honey Boy Evans Minstrels. By the 
way, I put out the World’s Worst | 
Minstrels under canvass that same | 
season and strange as it seems it was | 
one of the best money makers I ever | 
owned. | 

Al Copeland and Archie Thoms | 
have a very sweet rent with Repub- | 
lic studios for their ‘Circus Queen’ | 
now shooting. Mabel Stark to be | 
featured with her tiger act. 

George Hines, the 80-year-old kid | 
Manager of the Ambassador theatre, | 
was at one time the best circus fixer 
in the business. 

Bill Hauber, son of the late Bill | 
Hauber, Hollywood’s greatest stunt 
man, framing a high jumping act 
for the fairs. 


Dog Days 

Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 12. | 
Southeastern Association of Kennel 
Clubs has announced its circuit of 

shows for 1937 as follows: 
Knoxville, Mar. 25-26; Memphis, 
Mar. 30; Chattanooga, April 1-2; 
Birmingham, April 3-4: Montgomery, 
April 6-7; Atlanta, April 9-10; Savan- 
nah, April 12-13; Charleston, April 
14-15; Charlotte, April 16-17; Ashe- 
Ville, April 20-21: Roanoke and 
Bristol, Va., week beginning April 
26, with definite dates te be set 


| with a brand 


| wheel 


In ’41 It’s Rome 


Rome, Jan. 1. 
World Exposition of 1941-2, here 
is set. 


The Duce went over all the 
suburbs of Rome to find a site suit- 
able and hit upon the section known 
as the Three Fountains as most 
promising. 


2 FULL CASTS 
ASKED BY 
ELTINGE 


Operators of the Eltinge theatre 








| have asked permission of the Bur- 


lesque Artists’ Association to employ 
two casts for their theatre to beat the 
working hours regulations and catch 
some of the early morning trade. 
Using two casts to alternate daily, 


other from 5 to closing, around 11 
p. m., this would eliminate the two- 
hour supper regulation at 5 p. m. for 
the entire company; would allow 
opening three hours earlier in the 
morning and save on the two-hour 
layoff at 5 that is now imposed. 

Board of the association is to take 
up the matter this week. 





Burlesque Reviews | 
5TH AVE. THEATRE 


Still cloaked in anonymity from 
the operator down to the usher, this 
house, although advertising a new 
show, offers still less than when 
caught a couple of months ago. The 
only novelty encountered was about 
six more people in the audience than 
at the previous catch, which totaled 
exactly 25. Unknowing, they can 
probably be accounted for in the 
advertising space taken in local tabs. 

Stripping goes the usual lengths, 
but without the usual result. Execu- 
tors of the business are virtually un- 
employable elsewhere. Exceeds even 
laughing stage to elicit pity. Comedy 
is equally as unimpressive as the 
peeling. Single evidence of talent, 
an unidentified lank comic, is so 
hampered by his material, back- 
ground and colleagues that the won- 
der is why he sticks, Frequently 
burley blackouts can funny 
though dirty. Here they are neither. 

Wordage anent the chorus is wast- 
ed except for mention of the fact 
that the strippers double in the line, 
which should give an idea. Numbers 
the line performs are seen daily in 
crowded streets, but with more pre- 
cision. 

Efforts of the Burlesque Artists’ 
Association to align the house met 
with no reply (they can’t find the 
owner, either). Union is picketing 
because of the three-piece pit, and a 
Variery reporter was also given a 
frigidaire reception when seeking 
info. Written for the files. Hurl. 


CENTURY, B’KLYN 


Only a couple of weeks old and 
new wheel show, 
‘Scrambled Legs,’ Harold Raymond’s 
new Brooklyn enterprise is manag- 
ing to pack them in. And with a 
different kind of burley that’s cleaner 
and certainly encompassing more 
real entertainment value than the 
other odd dozen around town. By 
obviating the cop threat and still be- 
ing able to make money, this stand 
should prove to other less inventive 
entrepreneurs that while burley is 
burley and entertainment is enter- 
tainment the two can sometimes be 
merged. 

With only three strippers current 
show reminds of burley’s less fleshy 





| the munie auditorium to put on a 
one from 10 a. m. to 5 p. m., and the | 


Rudnick Scrams Bklyn. 


Max Rudnick has bowed out of his 
connection with the Casino theatre in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Joe Prisken, former 
partner of Rudnick, remains in full 
control of the house. 

Rudnick is temporarily confining 
his activities to the Eltinge on West 





42d street where he is associated 
with Max Cutner. 


ST. P. RENEWS 
ICE CARNIVAL 





St. Paul, Jan. 12. 

Greater St. Paul winter carnival 
skedded for eight days, Jan. 30 
through Feb. 6, with all civic, frater- 
nal and luncheon clubs in to put the 
jamboree over. 

Everybody in town will be dolled 
up in ski suits, furs and moccasins, 
and the slogan: ‘Make It the Hottest 
One’ (last winter carnival here was 
in 1918) is expected to draw Min- 
neapolis and Duluth and residents 
from other towns in full force. Spe- 
cial days will be awarded South 
St. Paul’s (packing center) Hook 
"Em Cow marching delegation, Be- 
midji and Brainerd’s Paul Bunyan 
gang, as well as Duluth and the Mill 
City. 

Rudy Vallee, who has never before 
played this town, is pencilled in at 


musical show and dispense sweet 
swing for dancing afternoons and 
evening. Contract, which calls for 
$23,000 for the eight days, was un- 
derwritten by St. Paul Pio- 
neer Press-Dispatch (co-owners of 
WTCN) and Minnesota Amusement 
Co. 

Macy’s (New York) 42 gigantic 
figure balloons in a variety of fan- 
tastic shapes will augment the 20,000 
uniformed marchers and more than 
100 bands and drum corps already 
slated for daily antics through the 
loop. First time these nightmarish 
balloons have ever been used in the 
northwest. 

An ice palace five stories high, 
with 180-foot frontage, composed of 
4,000 tons of ice, is being constructed 
with WPA labog in the State Capitol 
triangle. 

Motor cars will be a drug on the 
market during the carnival. The cry 


is for horses and sleighs. All loop 
streets will be closed to traffic. 
Thoroughfares will be iced and 


built up for toboggan slides, sledding 
and skiing. 

All events and pastimes will be 
free to the public, but adults are 
expected to prove their civic pride 
by purchasing a carnival button, $1 
apiece. 

A one-hour nation-wide broadcast 
of carnival inaugural, Jan. 30, cere- 
monies will originate in KSTP stu- 
dios and will be carried over NBC’s 
blue network. Both KSTP and 
WTCN will present the program 
locally. 





- Ohio Dates 


Columbus, O., Jan. 12. 
State Director of Agriculture Ear] 
H. Hanefeld this week announced 
that the annual State fair would be 
| held here Aug. 30 and 31 and Sept. 
1, 2 and 3. Grand circuit racing will 
also be held in conjunction with the 


Baiting the Hooks 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 12. 

Staff of flacks this week started 
putting Salt Lake City and Utah on 
the publicity map. 

Aided with a $35,000 promotional 
fund, chamber of commerce, direct- 
ing the campaign, hopes to attract 
1,400,000 persons who will spend 
$29,000,000 in Utah this year. This 
means an increase of $9,000,000 over 
1936. 

To date 86 conventions have been 
signed up for Salt Lake City, antici- 
pating nearly 65,000 delegates who 
will spend about $2,000,000. 


SPARKS AGAIN 
TO HEAD OWN 
NAME SHOW 


Macon, Ga., Jan. 12. 

The deal by which Charles Sparks, 
circus manager, is to re-enter the 
field under his own name is still in- 
complete, he asserted here today. 

For the last eight years, Sparks 
has managed Downie Brothers Cir- 
cus after selling Sparks, Circus to 
Ringling interests. The trade now 
under completion is for Sparks to 
take back his old show and take it 
on the road in combination with 
John Robinson Circus. He plans 
to continue to winter his shows in 
Macon and make his home here too, 
he said, 


Vandeburg Upped 


San Francisco, Jan, 12. 

Clyde Vandeburg, who has been 
with the Golden Gate International 
Exposition since last October in the 
capacity of acting publicity director, 
has been given the post of publicity 
chief, which was formerly rumored 
for George Creel, writer and Demo- 
cratic party leader. Creel is re- 
ported to have passed up the $15,000 
a year offered him when Colliers,’ 
with which he is affiliated, nixed the 
deal, 

















Independent Burlesque 


Week of Jan. 17 

‘Monte Carlo Girls’ — Gayety, Min- 
neapolis, 

‘Fads and Fancies’—Rialto, Chicago. 

‘Beef Trust’—Casino, Toronto. 

‘Merry Maidens’—Open. 

‘Modes and Models’—Lyric, Allentown, 
Mon.-Tues.; Majestic, Harrisburg, Wed.; 
Capitol, Reading, Thurs.-Fri.; Majestic 
Williamsport., Sat. 

‘Ha-Cha’—Troc, Philadelphia. 

‘Hi-Flyers’—Hudson, Union City. 

‘Swing Girls’—Jacques, Waterbury. 

‘Maids of Manhattan’—Howard, Boston. 

‘Steppin’ Stars’—Empire, Newark. 

‘Twinkle Toes’—Gayety, Washington. 

‘Pepper Pot’—Gayety, Baltimore, Md, 

‘Babes of B’way’—Capitol, Toledo. 

‘Gayety Girls’—Gayety, Detroit. 

‘Speed and Sparkle’—Garrick, St. Louis. 





‘Bozo Snyder's Show’—Casino, Pitts- 
burgh, 
‘Teases and Wheezes’—Lyric, Bridge- 





fair. 


ort. 
‘Lid Lifters’'—Century, Brooklyn. 





Isadore Hirst Sues Tom Phillips 





Asks $4,000, Alleging Burlesque Assn. Of- 





Canton, O., Jan. 12. 
Sterling (Duke) Drukenbrod, 
widely known outdoor showman 





days when comedy was _ stressed. 
Backbone is the comedy and produc- 
tion numbers. Inclusion of vaude 
acts is in this case an asset. Presence 
of Fields, Smith and Fields, stand- 
ard vaude turn, helps convey the 
thought that someone really tried to 
provide entertinment—and did. 
Despite the flesh-conscious patron- 
age, vaude trio actually stole the 


| show right from under the nudes. 
in foreign terri- | 


When vaudeville, 


tory and at first resented, brings 


down a burley house that’s a man- | 


bites-dog. 
Show is a combination of the 
portion, managed by Joe 
Leavitt, Valda (special attraction) 
and a house line of eight girls. 
Chorus from opening number on is 
well rehearsed and also well clothed, 


leaving 


here has been retained as sideshow 
| manager of the Al G. Barnes and 
| Sells-Floto combined circus for the 
| 1937 season. 

| He was with that show last season 
|in the same capacity and for several 
| seasons previous to that was side- 
|}show manager of the Hagenbeck- 
| Wallace sideshow. 





strippers. Sets and costumes through- 
out look nice for burlesque. 

After the customary line opening 
| the vaude trio do their first stint, 
a bottle bit, which is succeeded by 
the line again. Lou Devine, Dutch 
comic, in clothes purchasing bit 


ficial Caused Walk-Out of Chorus Girls 


Duke’ Keeps Kid Show | Isadore Hirst, operator of a chain 


of burlesque houses in Eastern 
Pennsylvania, on Friday (8) filed 
suit in N. Y. Supreme Court against 


Thomas J. Phillips, president of the 
Burlesque Artists’ Association, alleg- 
ing that Phillips was instrumental 
in causing a troupe of chorines and 
principals to walk out on him last 
April. Hirst avers that as a result 
he lost $4,000 and is suing for that 
amount. 

Plaintiff states that he had entered 
a 10-week contract for the cast of 
the burlesque, ‘Girls in Blue,’ to ap- 
pear at his houses beginning last 
Feb. 9. On April 4, the plaintiff 
states, the entire cast and chorus 
walked out at the instance of 
Phillips. 

First suit was dismissed by Federal 





starts lending the dirt preceding. 
Charlie Lauk, from Eltinge, N. Y., | 

|} is managing and doing able job. 
; Hurl. 


’ | Jan. 5, on the grounds that the court 


Judge Coxe in N. Y. Federal Court, 


N. Y. World's Fair Sec on 11-State 
Tour: Readying All Details for 39 


With 5,000 applications for conces- 
sion privileges already on file and 
nearly 1,200 prospective exhibitors 
having signified their intention of 
participating in the New York 
World’s fair in 1939, Charles W. 
Green, secretary of the fair associa- 
tion, left N. Y¥. Saturday (9) for a 
visit to governors in 11 different 
states of the union. Keeping the 
slogan, ‘Building the World of To- 
morrow,’ in the foreground, Green 
will invite the 11 states to cooperate 
and to send representatives and ex- 
hibits to Manhattan’s world exposi- 
tion. 

Green’s tour will be in the nature 
of an informal sales expedition be- 
cause he does not plan to address 
any meetings or attend any confabs. 
His efforts will be concentrated upon 
informal discussions with the states’ 
chief executives throughout his ex- 
tended tour, which will require 45 
days to two months’ time. 

While officials are building a fair 
that can accommodate 809,000 peo- 
ple comfortably in a single day, the 
transportation system on the expo- 
sition grounds now is receiving elab- 
orate advance consideration in hopes 
of eliminating difficulties encount- 
ered at other fairs. Such difficul- 
ties have been interference with 
pedestrian travel, and consequent 
slowing down of fair ground trans- 
portation; and locating bus line 
routes so they fail to pass near 
principal exposition buildings. 

N. Y. fair officials are outlining 
plans whereby buses, for exclusive 
show ground travel, will go through 
the vast exposition grounds on spe- 
cial roadways that will not conflict 
with visitors on foot and at the 
same time will travel close enough 
to fair structures so that the exte- 


riors may be inspected without 
alighting. 

Transportation 
Actual transportation to the 


grounds, aside from bus and taxicab 
service, will be provided by the IRT 
subway and elevated, BMT subway 
and Independent Subway lines. Co- 
rona-Flushing combination tracks of 
IRT-BMT will have capacity in- 
creased through the use of the third 
express track, héretofore never util- 
ized except for car storage. Over 
this line, trains from the Second 
Avenue elevated IRT and BMT sub- 
ways will be routed. 

N. Y. officers expect the Indepen- 
dent Subway system, now operating 
to Kew Gardens, will have an ex- 
tension from its Forest Hills station 
to the heart of exposition grounds 
ready for the opening of the show 
in the spring of 1939. 

Prelim estimates are to the effect 
that visitors to the fair will spend 
$18,000,000 for foodstuffs alone dure 
ing the first year cheered cafe and 
restaurant owners. 


Still on the Bridge 


». San Francisco, Jan. 12. 
Fiesta plans for the four-day cele- 
bration marking the completion 
of the Golden Gate bridge next 
May are meeting with enthusiasm 
throughout California, Supervisor 
Arthur M. Brown, Jr., revealed last 
week. Eric Cullenward, general 
fiesta manager, has submitted a pro- 
gram calling for four days and nights 
of varied activity, including parades, 
pageantry, aerial shows, sports, danc« 
ing and other festivities. 
Delegations from Mexico and Can- 
ada will meet at the opening of the 
bridge. A cavalcade including Royal 
Northwest Mounted Police, Alaskan 
Indians and dog teams, and dancers 
and singerS from Southern Califor- 
nia will converge at Waldo Point, 
Marin County, the northern ap- 
proach to the bridge. 











KELLY’S JOBS 


Detroit, Jan. 12. 

Larry Kelly, Yale All-American 
end, is reported signed with Lou 
Maxon, Inc., ad agency, as Kelly’s 
business manager. Kelly is slated to 
do some radio work, a bit of writing, 
and considerable footballing. 

Latter is expected to be with the 
Detroit Lions pro eleven. Although 
no grid contract has been signed, 
G. A. Richards, owner of the Lions 
and of WJR, stated on the West Coast 
this week, that Kelly comes here to 
play with the Lions after graduation 
from Yale in June. It’s still held 
likely hereabouts that Kelly may 
wind up as a New York Giant pro 
gridder, through a deal with the 





had no jurisdiction over the matter. 


Lions. 
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A WOMAN’S GAMBLE 
To love wisely and well... or 
to be a passing adventure to 
some man... for she knows 


that men are not gods ! 








2 





Expect the unusual from 


ALEXANDER KORDA 
ucer ot “Henry VIII” ana 


(ops 
iriam Hopkins 


GERTRUDE LAWRENCE 


Sebastian Shaw « A. E. Mathews 


Written and Directed by Walter Reisch » A London Film 


Released thr UNITED ARTISTS 








